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Speaking at the 
ceremony, the 
Governor hailed 
the  Carnival 
Calabar as a 
globally 
recognised 
cultural 
phenomenon, 
saying the 
inclusion of the 
Carnival Calabar 
Diaspora Band 

he Governor Tof Cross 
River State, 

Senator Prince 
Bassey Edet Otu, 
represented by 
Deputy Governor 
,Rt. Hon. Peter 
Odey, has officially 
integrated the 
Carnival Calabar 
Diaspora Band 
into the Carnival 

Calabar family 
during the 2nd dry 
run held at the 
Millennium Park, 
Calabar, with the 
theme “An Epic 
Journey Through 
Time,” marking a 
major milestone in 
the festival’s 20th 
anniversary 
celebration.
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history and legacy, 
and it will remain 
with us for the 
rest of our lives,” 
he said.

Governor Otu 
added that 

reflects the 
administration’s 
commitment to 
reconnecting 
Cross Riverians 
around the world 
with the State’s 
cultural and 

tourism identity. 
“The world has 
embraced  Carnival 
Calabar as a life-
changing 
concept.Carnival 
Calabar has 
become part of our 
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acted as organic 
tourists during 
homecoming 
reconciliation 
visits.Dr Onah 
explained that 
these returnees 
brought back the 
culture, 
experiences, and 
knowledge they 
had acquired 
abroad to share 
with their 
homeland, 
reinforcing Cross 
River’s global 
cultural 
connections.

integrating the 
Diaspora Band is a 
significant step in 
strengthening the 
bond between 
Cross River State 
and our citizens 
worldwide. “This 
administration is 
committed to 
ensuring that our 
Diaspora is not 
just watching 
from afar but fully 
represented in the 
story we tell as 
we mark 20 years 
of Carnival 
Calabar. Today’s 

unveiling of the 
20th anniversary 
mascot reaffirms 
our vision of a 
Carnival that is 
inclusive, global, 
and culturally 
grounded,” he 
further noted.

The Chairman of 
the Carnival 
Commission, Sir 
Dr.Gabe Onah,  
highlighted the 
significance of the 
recent homecoming 
of over 92 Diaspora 
returnees, who 
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growing cultural 
bridge between 
Cross River and 
the global 
community.

Commissioner for 
Programmes 
Development and 
Events at 
CRIDCOM, Evang. 
Mrs Margaret 
Inde, PhD, also 
shared her 
thoughts on the 
significance of the 
Diaspora Band.

“We at CRIDCOM 
are proud to lead 
initiatives that 
connect our 
people across the 
globe and 
showcase the 
richness of Cross 
River culture. This 
band ensures our 
diaspora is part of 
the story,” she 
said.

“The Diaspora 
Band is one of the 
most recent 
additions to the 
history of the 
Carnival. For 20 
years, we have 
built a cultural 
brand that has 
travelled the 
world, and now 
the world is 
returning home to 
take its place in 
the parade. This 
integration aligns 
with the 
Governor’s 
directive to 
deepen diaspora 
participation, 
expand cultural 
exchange, and tell 
a more complete 
Cross River story, 
one that includes 
our people at 
home and our 
people across 
continents,” he 
said.

Speaking on the 
development, 
Chairman of the 
Cross River State 

Diaspora 
Commission, Prince 
Otu Okor, 
expressed gratitude 
to  Governor Otu 
for his support for 
the initiative, 
calling the 
integration of the 
Diaspora Band a 
major milestone in 
the State’s cultural 
diplomacy and 
diaspora 
engagement 
efforts.

“This integration 
gives our diaspora 
a real place in the 
carnival story. It 
shows that Cross 
Riverians abroad 
are not just visitors 
but contributors to 
our cultural 
identity,” he said.

One of the visiting 
Diasporans, Dr 
Valerie O’Neal from 
Trinidad and 
Tobago, 
participated in the 
unveiling ceremony 
and expressed 
excitement at the 
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high-level meeting 
between state 
government 
officials and 
representatives of 
cocoa landlord 
communities, held 
at the Traditional 
Rulers Council 
Chambers in 
Calabar.

n a major boost Ito agrarian host 
communities 

and in fulfilment of 
a long-standing 
promise, Governor 
Bassey Otu has 
approved the 
payment of N86 
million in royalties 
to cocoa landlord 
communities in 

Etung, an 
unprecedented 
intervention 
described as the 
largest single payout 
in the history of the 
state’s cocoa 
administration.

The breakthrough 
was announced on 
Thursday, during a 
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“Every community 
brings forward the 
volume of land 
contributed to the 
government. That 
will now give a 
sharing formula for 
the money,” he 
added.

Commissioner for 
Agriculture and 
Irrigation 
Development, Hon. 
Johnson Ebokpo, 
appealed for 
cooperation from 
the affected 
communities, 
assuring that the 
committee’s work 
would be 

Addressing 
journalists after the 
meeting, Secretary 
to the State 
Government, Prof. 
Anthony Owan 
Enoh, said the 
engagement 
became necessary 
to harmonize 
positions on the 
sharing formula for 
the newly approved 
funds.

“We’ve never had 
N20 million in the 
history of cocoa in 
Etung,” he noted. 
“But for the first 
time, the 
government 
approved N86 

million.”

Prof. Enoh explained 
that the magnitude 
of the amount 
triggered questions 
about the size of 
land contributed by 
each community to 
cocoa production. To 
ensure an equitable 
distribution, he 
revealed that the 
government has 
constituted a 
committee for the 
eight officially 
recognized cocoa 
landlord 
communities to 
verify land 
contributions and 
other related claims.
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intends to sustain 
royalty payments.
“His Excellency said 
it’s a season of 
sweetness. Give to 
Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar,” 
he remarked.

The committee is 
chaired by Dr. Odey 
Ikongha, 
Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry 
of Agriculture and 
Irrigation 
Development, with 
membership drawn 
from the eight 
cocoa landlord 
communities.

Thursday’s meeting 
also had in 
attendance the 
Special Adviser to 
the Governor on 
Chieftaincy Affairs, 
Sir Francis Edet, 
senior government 
officials and other 
representatives 
from the landlord 
communities.

transparent, 
inclusive and fair.

The Paramount 
Ruler of Etung 
Local Government 
Area, HRM Ntui-
Atue, Anthony 
Ntui-Etta, lauded 
the initiative and 
urged community 
members to guard 
against any form of 
division over the 
funds.

“We have settled 
ourselves and 
agreed that this 
royalty shouldn’t 
bring disunity 
among us,” he 
said.

While 
acknowledging 
outstanding arrears 
inherited from 
previous 
administrations, 
the monarch 
expressed gratitude 
for Governor Otu’s 
resolve to deliver 
on his word.
“During the 
campaign, he 

promised us he’s 
going to pay and he 
has done it,” he 
stated.

Secretary of the 
landlord 
communities, Barr. 
Hollis Bassey Isong, 
described the 
governor’s action as 
magnanimous and 
unprecedented, 
noting that no 
administration 
before now had 
released such a 
large sum to cocoa 
landlord 
communities.

The secretary of the 
verification 
committee and 
Special Adviser to 
the Governor on 
Asset Management 
and Recovery, Barr. 
Gilbert Agbor, 
assured that the 
committee would 
complete its work 
within two weeks as 
directed.

He added that the 
Otu administration 

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2025





The conference, 
themed 
“Innovation for a 
Sustainable Digital 
Future: 
Accelerating 
Growth, Inclusion 
and Global 
Competitiveness,” 
aims to inspire and 
shape a digitally 
prosperous Nigeria. 

he Cross TRiver State 
Commissione

r for Science, 
Innovation, and 
Technology, Assoc. 
Prof. Justin Beshel, 
is proudly 
representing the 
state at the 
esteemed 2025 
Digital Nigeria 

International 
Conference and 
Exhibition (DNICE) 
Roundtable in Abuja.

This three-day 
national gathering 
brings together ICT 
Commissioners and 
Heads of ICT 
Agencies from 
across the country. 
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The event features 
an impressive 
roster of 
dignitaries, 
including His 
Excellency, Vice 

It provides a vital 
platform for 
policymakers, 
industry leaders, 
and development 
partners to 
exchange ideas, 

enhance 
intergovernmental 
collaboration, and 
align digital 
strategies for 
sustainable national 
progress.
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River State’s 
burgeoning 
reputation as a 
digital frontier 
under the visionary 
leadership of His 
Excellency, Sen. 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu, Governor of 
Cross River State.

This participation 
marks another 
significant 
achievement within 
the Governor’s 
“Season of 
Sweetness,” a 
period 
characterized by 
progress, 
partnership, and 
innovation, which is 
steadily redefining 
the digital future of 
Cross River State.

President Kashim 
Shettima, GCON, 
who officially 
opened the 
conference. Other 
notable attendees 
include Dr. Bosun 
Tijani, Honourable 
Minister of 
Communications, 
Innovation, and 
Digital Economy; 
Dr. Kashifu Inuwa 
Abdullahi, Director-
General of the 
National 
Information 
Technology 
Development 
Agency (NITDA); 
Engr. Bisoye Coker-
Odusote, Director-
General/CEO of the 
National Identity 
Management 
Commission 
(NIMC); and Mrs. 
Jane Egerton-
Idehen, Managing 
Director of the 
Nigerian 
Communications 
Satellite Limited 
(NIGCOMSAT).

The conference 
also saw 

participation from 
captains of industry, 
representatives of 
the diplomatic corps, 
and key 
stakeholders from 
Nigeria’s public and 
private digital 
economy sectors.

During the 
Roundtable, Assoc. 
Prof. Beshel 
reiterated Cross 
River State’s 
commitment to 
fostering digital 
innovation and 
inclusivity. “Our 
mission is to build a 
digital Cross River 
that is globally 
competitive, 
inclusive, and 
future-ready. We are 
determined to 
translate innovation 
into tangible 
development for our 
people,” he 
expressed with 
optimism.

Prof. Beshel’s 
presence at the 
DNICE Roundtable 
highlights Cross 
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Deputy Governor 
described the 
unveiling as a 
symbolic and 
historic milestone 
that reinforces the 
cultural and 
tourism heritage of 
Cross River State. 
He emphasized 
that the new 
mascot captures 
the essence of the 

ross River 

CState 
governor, 

Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu has 
officially unveiled 
the 2025 Carnival 
Mascot and the 
newly established 
Carnival Calabar 
Diaspora Band. 

The unveiling 

which was 
performed by the 
Deputy Governor, 
Rt. Hon. Peter Odey, 
took place during 
the Second Dry Run, 
held at the popular 
Eleven Eleven 
Roundabout. 
Calabar Cenotaph.

Speaking on behalf 
of the Governor, the 
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He said for two 
decades, Carnival 
Calabar has 
functioned as a 
global cultural 
bridge, showcasing 
the creativity, unity, 
and tourism 
potential of Cross 
River State to the 
world.

Also speaking at 
the event, the 
Chairman of the 
Cross River 
Carnival 
Commission, Mr. 
Gabe Onah, 
described the 
celebration as a 
tribute to the 
state’s enduring 
cultural identity. 
“This is our state, 
the Pearl of the 
South,” he said. 
“Today we are 
witnessing the 
unveiling of 
another icon of our 
collective effort 
over these 20 
years. Though it is 
a 20-year road 
march, the heritage 

20-year journey of 
Carnival Calabar, an 
event that has 
grown into one of 
Africa’s most 
celebrated cultural 
showcases.

Highlighting the 
significance of the 
new emblem, the 
Deputy Governor 
explained that 
Governor Otu had 
earlier approved 
the creation of a 
mascot that 
reflects the beauty, 
growth, and 
resilience of the 
carnival.

“With great honour, 
and on behalf of 
the Governor of 
Cross River State, 
the Sweet Prince of 
Africa, Senator 
Prince Bassey Otu, 
we unveil this 
landmark design 
prepared to mark 
the 20th 
anniversary of 
Carnival Calabar,” 
he proclaimed. 
“Carnival Calabar 

has become part of 
our identity, part of 
our history, and it 
will remain with us 
for generations. To 
the glory of God and 
the good people of 
Cross River State, 
we unveil this icon 
in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.”

Additionally, there 
was the unveiling of 
the Carnival Calabar 
Diaspora Band, a 
special ensemble 
designed to 
reconnect Africans 
in the diaspora with 
their ancestral home 
by the Deputy 
Governor. 

He noted that the 
administration has 
continued to deepen 
engagement with 
the diaspora 
community through 
the State Diaspora 
Commission, an 
initiative that has 
already recorded 
meaningful 
progress.
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“This is the epic 
journey through 
time,” he said. “The 
Diaspora Band 
speaks to a shared 
history, to the pain 
we seek to 
reconcile, and to 
the future we are 
building together. I 
call on all 
diasporans around 
the world, including 
myself, to join the 
Diaspora Band and 
help lead Carnival 
Calabar into its 
next phase.”

belongs to Cross 
River State. Our 
culture is the 
engine of our 
tourism, and this 
year’s celebration 
stands as a 
testimony.”

He recalled the 
October 
homecoming of 92 
brothers and 
sisters from the 
African diaspora 
who visited the 
state on a 
reconciliation and 
heritage tour, an 
experience that 
further inspired the 
creation of the 
Diaspora Band. 

According to him, 
the Governor 
approved the band 
to provide a 
platform for Africans 
in the diaspora to 
tell their own story 
through culture, 
rhythm, and artistic 
expression.

With the 2025 
Carnival theme, 
“Traces of Time,” the 
Diaspora Band will 
join the procession 
with a sub-theme 
that reflects shared 
history, collective 
memory, and the 
desire for cultural 
reconnection.
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significant step 
towards improving 
data accuracy and 
accountability in 
the agricultural 
sector. He noted 
that the 
forthcoming 
traceability system 
will ensure that 
stakeholders, 
particularly 
producers of major 
cash crops, have 
access to reliable 
information 
regarding 

he Cross TRiver 
Geographic 

Information 
Agency (CRGIA) 
has formed a 
strategic 
partnership with 
the Cocoa-Coffee 
and Oil Palm Multi-
Stakeholders 
Committee to 
enhance 
traceability 
systems for key 
agricultural value 
chains in the state.

The partnership was 
formalized during a 
high-level meeting 
between the 
Agency’s 
management and 
members of the 
committee.

Speaking at the 
meeting, CRGIA's 
Director General, 
Mr. William 
Archibong, 
described the 
collaboration as a 

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CRGIA Partners Cocoa-Coffee and Oil Palm 
Multi-Stakeholders Committee on Traceability 
Development

By Sylvia Okoi 

As Agency Allocates Office Space to Committee

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2025



enhance 
monitoring of 
actors and 
activities within 
cash crop value 
chains, ultimately 
improving the 
certification and 
profitability of the 
state's agricultural 
products.

He encouraged 
farmers to obtain 
Certificates of 
Occupancy to 
secure their 
farmlands and 
enhance their 

farmlands, farm 
owners, 
intermediaries, 
extension service 
providers, 
transportation 
channels, and the 
income generated 
from agricultural 
produce.

In his remarks, 
Director of 
Operations, Mr. 
Jesam Iwara 
reiterated that the 
Geographic 
Information System 
(GIS) managed by 

CRGIA serves as the 
state’s central 
geographic data 
bank and will be 
utilized to support 
traceability activities. 
He emphasized that 
through best-
practice data 
management 
systems, the Agency 
is committed to 
ensuring full 
ownership of the 
state’s geographic 
data. 

Iwara added that 
the partnership will 
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capable of 
providing the 
traceability data 
needed for state 
certification 
processes. 
According to him, 
these 
advancements will 
enhance the value 
of cash crops and 
boost financial 
inflow for farmers.

The event 
concluded with the 
symbolic handover 
of office keys for 
the Cross River 
Traceability Office 
at CRGIA.

eligibility for 
government 
support.

Dr. Edet Otu, 
CRGIA’s technical 
adviser, presented 
a demonstration of 
GIS integration in 
agricultural value 
chain management 
and traceability. He 
highlighted how 
accurate data 
storage and 
controlled access 
within CRGIA will 
improve the 
identification of 
farm owners, 
processing and 
holding facilities, 
farm locations, 
crop types, farm 
sizes, road 

networks, and local 
government 
jurisdictions.

Responding on 
behalf of the 
committee, Prof. 
Damian Agom, Vice 
Chairman of the 
Cocoa-Coffee and 
Oil Palm Multi-
Stakeholders 
Committee, 
expressed 
enthusiasm for the 
innovations 
introduced by 
CRGIA. 

He commended the 
Agency for 
expanding its 
services into 
agricultural 
information systems 
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Obanliku. 

The Ikom ceremony, 
held at the Ikom 
Council Hall, 
brought together 
representatives from 
Ikom, Abi, Boki, 
Etung, Obubra, and 
Yakurr Local 
Government Areas.

Speaking during the 
inauguration, the 
Director General of 
SEMA, Mr. Antigha 
Edem Gill, 
highlighted the 
critical role of local 
emergency 

he Cross River 

TState 
Emergency 

Management 
Agency (SEMA), in 
collaboration with 
the National 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency (NEMA), has 
inaugurated Local 
Emergency 
Management 
Committees (LEMCs) 
across the Northern 
and Central 
Senatorial Districts 
of the State.

The inauguration 

ceremonies, held in 
Ogoja and Ikom 
respectively, were 
part of ongoing 
efforts to strengthen 
grassroots disaster 
preparedness and 
response mechanisms 
across all local 
government areas of 
the State.

In Ogoja, the event 
took place at the 
Local Government 
Council Hall and 
covered five local 
government areas - 
Ogoja, Obudu, Yala, 
Bekwarra, and 
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for Cross River and 
Akwa Ibom States, 
Mrs. Mmandu 
Aisueni, commended 
the initiative, 
describing it as a 
major step toward 
improving inter-
agency collaboration 
and strengthening 
local capacity for 
disaster 
management. 

She emphasized 
that emergency 
management goes 
beyond the 
distribution of relief 
materials and 
requires proactive 

committees in early 
disaster response 
and coordination. 

He explained that 
the establishment of 
the committees is 
backed by law, and 
their effectiveness 
depends on 
collaboration among 
local authorities and 
relevant 
stakeholders.

Mr. Gill charged the 
Vice Chairmen, who 
serve as heads of 
the local emergency 
committees, to work 
in harmony with 

their respective 
Chairmen, noting that 
effective cooperation 
was essential for 
timely and 
coordinated 
responses to 
emergencies. 

He assured that 
SEMA would continue 
engaging local 
government 
Chairmen to address 
administrative 
concerns and ensure 
smooth committee 
operations.

The Head of 
Operations of NEMA 
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another milestone in 
the state’s ongoing 
efforts to 
decentralize 
emergency 
management and 
enhance the 
resilience of local 
communities against 
disasters.

engagement with 
communities and 
institutions to 
mitigate risks.

The sub-head of the 
United Nations high 
commissioner for 
refugees (UNHCR), 
Ogoja,  Mrs Irene 
Momodu, who 
partnered with the 
SEMA team for the 
inauguration, also 
urged members of 
the committees to 
work closely with 
their leaders and 
maintain vigilance in 
protecting lives and 
property within their 
communities.

Expressing gratitude 
on behalf of the 
newly inaugurated 
members, the Vice 
Chairman of Boki 

Local Government 
Area, Hon. Lawrence 
Obi, thanked SEMA 
for extending the 
committee structure 
to the grassroots and 
pledged that 
members would 
discharge their duties 
with commitment and 
integrity.

The inauguration 
ceremonies mark 
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Programme.

The remarkable 
event, held at the 
APC Calabar South 
Chapter Office, 7 
White House 
Street, on the 1st 

istory was Hgracefully 
written in 

Ward 7, Calabar 
South, as Hon. 
Emmanuel Eyo, the 
Honourable 
Councillor 

representing the 
ward, ignited a new 
flame of hope for 
children and young 
scholars through his 
pioneering Annual 
Scholarship and 
Educational Support 
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atmosphere 
brimmed with 
gratitude and 
inspiration as 130 
pupils and students 
from 30 schools 
across the ward 
smiled home with 
scholarship awards 
and educational 
materials.

The beneficiaries, 
drawn from 3 
government 
primary schools, 13 
private nursery and 
primary schools, 6 
government 
secondary schools, 
and 8 private and 
missionary 
secondary schools, 
represent the 
promising future of 
Ward 7; a future 
Hon. Emmanuel 
Eyo has vowed to 
nurture through 
sustained 
educational 
empowerment 
throughout his 
tenure.

In his address, 
Hon. Eyo, visibly 

of November, 2025, 
marked his first 
anniversary in 
office and stood as 
a radiant 

celebration of 
education, 
compassion, and 
purposeful 
leadership. The 
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South Local 
Government 
Council, Pst. Hon. 
Patrick Archibong, 
who commended 
Hon. Eyo’s 
humanitarian spirit 
and unwavering 
commitment to 
community 
development.
“What we are 
witnessing today is 
the rebirth of 
leadership at the 
grassroots; 
leadership with a 
human face. Hon. 
Emmanuel Eyo has 

humbled and 
grateful, thanked 
God for the 
strength and grace 
to carry out what 
he described as “a 
duty to humanity.” 
He emphasized 
that education 
remains the 
greatest legacy any 
leader can 
bequeath to the 
next generation 
and pledged to 
sustain the 
initiative annually 
throughout his 
three-year tenure 

as Councillor.
“This scholarship is 
not a one-time 
event; it is a 
covenant with the 
future, a promise to 
lift the children of 
Ward 7 through 
knowledge, 
opportunity, and 
moral guidance,” he 
declared, drawing 
thunderous 
applause.

The event was 
graced by notable 
dignitaries, including 
the Executive 
Chairman of Calabar 
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Annual Scholarship 
and Educational 
Support 
Programme has 
opened a new 
chapter for 
education in Ward 
7 and rekindled 
faith in leadership 
that listens, uplifts, 
and builds a lasting 
legacy of service.

As the sun set over 
White House 
Street, one truth 
resonated in every 
heart present: 
education in Ward 
7 has found a new 
champion and his 
name is Hon. 
Emmanuel Eyo.

set a golden 
example of what 
governance should 
be: people-
centered, visionary, 
and inspiring,” the 
Chairman 
remarked.

Also in attendance 
were the APC 
Chapter Chairman 
of Calabar South, 
Pst. Otu Marshal; 
the Chapter 
Secretary, Comrade 
Williams Ibok; the 
Organising 
Secretary; the 
Special Adviser to 
the Governor on 
Community 
Relations, Chief 
Maurice Eyo Etim; 
and the Senior 
Special Assistant 
on Road 
Infrastructure, Mr. 

Patrick Ita, among 
other stakeholders. 
They all praised the 
initiative as a 
testament to the 
party’s commitment 
to youth 
development and 
educational 
advancement.

The event concluded 
with heartfelt 
prayers, songs of 
appreciation, and 
emotional 
testimonies from 
parents and pupils 
who described the 
gesture as a divine 
intervention at a 
time many families 
struggle to keep 
their children in 
school.

Indeed, the Hon. 
Emmanuel Eyo 
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Commission 
Complex in Calabar, 
organized to 
recognize 
Bessong’s 
significant 
contributions to the 
ministry.

Lukpata expressed 
his belief that God 
rewards diligent 

lder EHippolatus 
Lukpata, the 

Cross River State 
Commissioner for 
International Donor 
Coordination, has 
hailed the 
retirement of Mrs. 
Helen Bessong, 
Permanent 
Secretary of the 

Ministry, as a 
testament to God's 
grace and a 
successful 
conclusion to her 
civil service career.

The Commissioner 
made these remarks 
during a send-off 
ceremony held at 
the State Planning 
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her experiences 
and cherished 
memories from her 
journey within the 
Civil Service. She 
expressed her 
gratitude to the 
Commissioner, 
management, and 
staff for their 
support and the 
amicable 
atmosphere 
fostered within the 
Ministry, attributing 
this to Lukpata's 
effective 
leadership.

The event was 
marked by heartfelt 
goodwill messages 
from staff, prayers 
for Bessong and 
the Ministry, the 
presentation of 
souvenirs, and a 
group photograph. 
Attendees included 
Directors, heads of 
departments, 
ministry staff, and 
well-wishers, all 
united in honoring 
Bessong's 
remarkable career.

service, referencing 
Ephesians 5:10, 
and encouraged 
Bessong to remain 
strong, as she has 
consistently 
demonstrated in 
her various roles. 
He thanked her for 
her unwavering 
support and 
contributions to the 
progress of the 
Ministry of 
International Donor 
Coordination 
(MIDC).

Acknowledging the 
challenges of 
transitioning to a 

new phase of life 
beyond government 
service, he 
reassured Bessong 
that her legacy 
would be defined by 
her character and 
contributions. 

He cited Jeremiah 
29:11 to affirm that 
God's plans for her 
are filled with hope, 
reflecting the 
positive testimonies 
about her dedication 
to the Civil Service.

In her response, the 
retired Permanent 
Secretary took the 
opportunity to share 
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Immaculate 
Conception Primary 
School, Calabar, 
emerged overall 
champion with 330 
points, followed 
closely by Holy 
Child Convent 
Primary School, 
Ugep, with 320 
points, while PCN 
Primary School, 
Akim, placed third 
with 300 points.

The competition 
opened with a 
welcome remark by 
the Director of 
Academic Services, 

he Universal TBasic 
Education 

Commission 
(UBEC), in 
collaboration with 
the Cross River 
State Universal 
Basic Education 
Board (CRSUBEB), 
has concluded the 
state finals of the 
2024 UBEC/SUBEB 
Sports 
Development 
Intervention 
Project, bringing 
together pupils 
from primary 
schools across the 

state for a day of 
athletics, football, 
and cultural 
displays.

The event, held in 
Calabar, had the 
Governor of Cross 
River State, Prince 
Bassey Otu, as 
Special Guest of 
Honour, while the 
Guest of Honour 
was Sen. Stephen 
Odey. The Executive 
Chairman of SUBEB, 
Mrs. Fedelia Okpo 
Ene served as Chief 
Host.
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School, Akim
– PCN Primary 
School, 4 Corners 
Ikom
– PCN Primary 
School, Anong, Abi
– Especially Asu 
Egbe, Ikom
– St. Theresa 
Primary School, 
Ogoja

Mr. Ana Caroline, 
before participants 
took to the field for 
track events, 
including 100m and 
200m races for 
boys and girls, 4x4 
relays, and a 
football match 
kicked off by the 
Executive Chairman 
of SUBEB,Cultural 

performances were 
also featured.

Participating schools 
included:
– Immaculate 
Conception Primary 
School, Calabar
– Holy Child Convent 
Primary School, 
Ugep
– PCN Primary 
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development. She 
noted that teachers 
should be 
concerned when 
children fail to 
engage in physical 
activities, stressing 
that play keeps 
pupils vibrant and 
prevents isolation.

She urged parents 

The event was 
graced by top 
education officials, 
including SUBEB 
Board Secretary Mr. 
Etta Inyang, 
Permanent 
Secretary of the 
Ministry of 
Education Mrs. 
Offiong Ani Offiong, 
and Board Member 

I, Hon. Joseph Ogar.

Delivering remarks 
on behalf of the 
Commissioner for 
Education, Prof. 
Stephen Ode, the 
Permanent 
Secretary, 
emphasized the 
importance of sports 
participation in child 

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2025



among the richest 
professionals in the 
world.”

The state finals 
marked another 
step by UBEC and 
CRSUBEB toward 
strengthening 
grassroots sports 
and promoting 
holistic education 
among young 
learners.

and teachers to 
stop discouraging 
children from 
outdoor play, 
adding that 
competitions teach 
valuable lessons 
about resilience. 
“Not winning does 
not mean failure; it 
simply means it is 
not your turn. With 
more effort, you 
can outshine the 
previous winner,” 
she said.

The Permanent 

Secretary also 
highlighted that 
before any school is 
approved to 
operate, it must 
have an equipped 
playground, 
observing that the 
sporting activities 
showcased the 
“psychomotor 
domain in action.” 
She encouraged 
parents to support 
their children’s 
interest in sports, 
noting that “today, 
footballers are 
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Calabar High School in Jamaica is a distinguished all-male secondary school located in 
Kingston, established by the Jamaica Baptist Union in 1912. 

It has become one of the country’s most respected schools, known for academic 
excellence and a strong athletic tradition, especially in track and field, producing at least 
five Rhodes Scholars over the years. 

The school’s name, Calabar, reflects a deep historical connection, it was brought to 
Jamaica by enslaved Africans from the Calabar region in Nigeria, a historic river-port city in 
West Africa. 

This link symbolizes the enduring ties between Jamaica and Africa, highlighting how 
heritage and identity are celebrated through education.

Calabar High School quickly built a reputation for excellence after its founding in 1912. By 
the 1930s and ’40s, it was producing outstanding scholars like Bradley Phillips and Harvey 
DaCosta, who won prestigious scholarships including the Rhodes Scholarship. Many 
alumni, such as Caleb Watson Cousins and the Robinson brothers,







1. OBEY SPEED LIMITS – THEY ARE SET 
FOR YOUR SAFETY.

2. ADJUST SPEED TO CONDITIONS

3. KEEP SAFE DISTANCE

4. AVOID OVERSPEEDING

5. KNOW YOUR VEHICLE SPEED LIMITS

6. WATCH OUT IN BUILT-UP AREAS

7. USE ENGINE BRAKING ON SLOPES

8. BE CAUTIOUS ON CURVES

Tips on Safe Speed Practices



ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR SHORT SERVICE COMBATANT COMMISSION 

COURSE 49/2026

1.    Applications are invited from eligible Nigerians for commission into the 
Nigerian Army (NA) as Short Service Combatant Commission (SSCC) officers. 
The SSCC application is open to both civilians and serving military personnel 
with appropriate qualifications. On completion of training and when 
commissioned as officers, the SSCC officers would serve only in the Combat 
Arms (Infantry and Armour Corps) and Combat Support Arms (Artillery, 
Engineers, Signals and Intelligence Corps) of the Nigerian Army.

 Entry Requirements
2.     All applicants must satisfy the following conditions:

a. Be a citizen of Nigeria by birth, as defined in the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria 1999 (as amended).

b. Be a male or female between the ages of 23 and 27 by 9 January 2026.

c. Be medically, mentally and physically fit according to Nigerian Army 
Standards.

d. Civilian applicants must be recommended and attested to his/her good 
character by at least 2 recognizable referees who are either a Local Government 
Chairman/Secretary or an officer of the Armed Forces not below the rank of a 
Lieutenant Colonel and equivalent/Assistant Commissioner of Police who must 
hail from the applicant’s state of origin. Passport photographs of referees must 
be affixed to the letter of attestation.

e. Candidates must submit a Letter of Attestation from their former institutions.

f.  Measure in height at least 1.68m (for male) and 1.65m (for female).

g. Must not have been convicted by any court of law. Military personnel must not 
have any disciplinary case and must be endorsed by the Commanding 
Officer/Commander.

h. Possess at least a first degree with not less than Second Class Lower Division 
or HND of not less than Lower Credit in the arts, sciences or humanities from 



accredited university or institution of higher learning. Courses of study must also 
be accredited at the time of study.

i. Possess valid birth certificate endorsed by the National Population Commission, 
Hospital or Local Government Council or valid age declaration.

j.  Possess a valid certificate of state of origin.

k. Applicants (other than serving members of the Armed Forces) must possess 
NYSC discharge certificate or a valid certificate of exemption.

l. Only tertiary academic credentials obtained from Year 2017 to date will be 
considered.

m. Applicants must present valid contact addresses and telephone numbers of 
parent/guardians and Next of Kin.

n.  Candidates must not have any body inscriptions or tattoos.

o.  Candidates must tender all original copies of educational certificates (primary 
to tertiary).

p. Service personnel must present valid military identity cards and letters of 
recommendations by their Commanding Officers/Commanders. They must also 
present valid letter(s) of official sponsorship in tertiary academic institutions. 
Additionally, they must have served for a minimum period of 5 years in the Armed 
Forces of Nigeria. All Service personnel applicants are under obligation to declare 
their Service status on application as required by Harmonised Terms and 
Conditions of Service for the Armed Forces of Nigeria. Failing to do so constitutes 
an offence in addition to disqualification at any stage.

q.  Candidates must not be members of any cult/secret society/fraternity.

r.  Candidates must not have been dismissed or withdrawn on disciplinary 
grounds from any military or para-military training institutions. 

 Conditions of Service
3.     SSCC will be granted for 15 years. Ten years will be on the active list (Initial 
bonding period) renewable thereafter for a period not more than 5 years. No 
extension shall be granted after the fifteenth year of commission except on 
conversion to regular combatant commission where applicable.



 a. Officer cadets who successfully complete the military training shall be granted 
the rank of second lieutenant with seniority effective date of commencement of 
cadet training.

b.  SSC officers shall have the privilege to convert to Regular Combatant 
Commission, however, it is not automatic. It is based on availability of vacancy 
and other criteria that are or will be in force from time to time.

 c.  All graduating officer cadets must sign an acceptance of the terms and 
conditions governing the SSCC before they are granted commission into the 
Nigerian Army.

 d.  The reckonable period of service for civilians who become commissioned 
officers will be based on the date of commencement of cadet training while that 
of military personnel applicants would be effective date of enlistment.

 Method of Application
4.   Applications are to be made online free of charge from 9 October to 12  
November 2025. 

a.      How to apply: 

(1)   Go online and visit Nigerian Army recruitment webpage at: 
recruitment.army.mil.ng and choose SSC option.

(2)   You will be redirected to the page where you can read the conditions of 
entry for SSCC Course (SSC) 49/2026.

(3)   Click on the “Apply Now” button for SSC 49/2026 as per your qualification. 

(4)   Next, you will be prompted to indicate whether you are serving or have 
served in the Armed Forces of Nigeria. Choose the appropriate option and 
proceed.

(5)   If you do not have an active account (from previous application), click on 
“Sign Up” (a verification will be sent to your email) enter your login details and 
log in. Otherwise log in with your existing details.



(6)   Fill out the online form and ensure all required documents listed below are 
uploaded:

(a)    Recent passport photograph.

(b)    Educational certificates (of qualification indicated).

(c)    Certificate of state of origin. 

(d)    Birth certificate or age declaration.

(e)    NIN and BVN Slips.

b.     Print Out.  Applicants must print out their online generated photo-slip on 
completion of their application. The first page is to be signed by the Registrar of 
any Court of Law while the second page is to be signed by the applicants’ Local 
Government Chairman/Secretary or any military officer of the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel or equivalent and above who hails from an applicant’s state of origin. 
Successful applicants would present their printed application forms (photo-slips, 
guarantors form, attestation form etc) to the Selection Board during interview.

CLOSING DATE

5.     All applications must be submitted not later than 12 November 2025.

 Further Information
For further information, please call:

 08179269294  08109959294
Available between 0800 - 1800 hours daily

Start Your Application
© 2025 Nigerian Army. All rights reserved.



For those that are interested to apply.
The Portal is open.

Send to your family and friends who fall within the required age.
Qualification -
WAEC/ NECO
NABTEB
OND
HND
BSC
They are all qualified to apply.

In regards to the above advertorial  the Ministry of Wealth Creation
and Employment has opened a desk Office for
interested Cross Riverians to submit 
printouts of their applications to the Desk
Officer at the Ministry of Wealth Creation and Employment, 
Establishment Building, New Secretariat Complex, Murtala 
Mohammed Highway, Calabar.

The printouts are expected to reach the Desk
Officer as soon as possible.

Nigeria Army
Recruitment Exercise 2025

Application is Free

e-signed:
Hon. Patrick Egbede

Commissioner







Application Start 
Date: 11 November 
2025

Mandate:
• Protect forest 
reserves and 
biodiversity
• Patrol forest zones 
and adjacent 
communities
• Detect and 
prevent crimes 
within forest areas 
(illegal logging, 
poaching, 
encroachment, etc.)
• Support other 

buja, Nigeria 

A– The Nigeria 
Forest 

Security Service 
(NFSS) hereby 
announces a major 
nationwide 
recruitment exercise 
to enlist 30,000 new 
personnel to its 
ranks. The 
application portal 
will open on 11 
November 2025.

This bold initiative is 
part of NFSS's 
expanded efforts to 
bolster security in 

Nigeria’s forest 
reserves, counter 
illegal logging, 
protect wildlife, and 
support national 
efforts to combat 
insurgency, banditry, 
and criminal activities 
that often exploit 
bush and forested 
areas as hideouts.

Key Details & 
Objectives

Number of Positions: 
30,000 new forest 
guards to be 
deployed nationwide

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

Nigeria Forest Security Service to 
Recruit 30,000 Across the Nation,
Applications Open 11 November 2025
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applications to the 
Desk
Officer at the 
Ministry of Wealth 
Creation and 
Employment, 
Establishment 
Building, New 
Secretariat Complex, 
Murtala Mohammed 
Highway, Calabar.

The printouts are 
expected to reach 

the Desk
Officer as soon as 

possible.

e-signed:
Hon. Patrick 

Egbede
Commissioner

security agencies in 
forested terrains

State Allocation: 
Positions will be 
distributed across all 
36 states and the 
Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT), in 
proportion to forest 
density and security 
needs

Supervising Bodies: 
The Office of the 
National Security 
Adviser (NSA) and 
the Ministry of 
Environment will 
oversee the 
recruitment and 
training process

Training & Vetting: 
Applicants will 
undergo medical, 
physical, and 
background 
screening, followed 
by training in forest 
security, intelligence 
gathering, and inter-
agency coordination

Requirements & 
Eligibility

Prospective applicants 
must meet the 
following:

1. Citizenship: Must 
be a Nigerian citizen

2. Age: Between 18 
and 35 years

3. Education: 
Minimum of Senior 
Secondary School 
Certificate (SSCE) or 
its equivalent

4. Physical & Mental 
Fitness: Must be fit 
for the rigors of field 
duty

5. Character: Clean 
criminal record; able 
to pass security 
vetting. 

In regards to the 
above advertorial,  
the Ministry of Wealth 
Creation
and Employment has 
opened a desk Office 
for
interested Cross 
Riverians to submit 
printouts of their 
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Speed thrills 
But Kills. 

CROSS RIVER STATE SECTOR COMMAND

FRSC

Avoid 
Overspeeding: 

Always obey 
speed limits


