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To become a leading Nigerian State with

CROSS RIVER STATE

VISION STATEMENT

To project and protect the image of Government

and act as Chief Image Maker/Spokesman

for the State as well as supervision

of the State Media Organisation.

To be the best organ of the State

for the promotion of positive values,

its image and overall endowment to

Cross Riverians, Nigerians

and the Diaspora.

To utilize in harmony all apparatus

of government media to effectively

disseminate information, educate and

entertain the public, using the electronic,

print  media and interpersonal

communication channels.

VISION

Mission

prosperous, healthy and well educated citizens;

living in harmony with people  and nature, and pursuing

legitimate interest in freedom moderated by good governance.

MINISTERIAL MANDATE



Municipality, 
received the 
unanimous support 
of all members of 
the House.

Presenting the 
motion, Hon. 
Nsemo recalled 
that the Calabar 
Suya Arcade was 
established during 
the administration 
of former Governor 
Liyel Imoke as part 
of efforts to 
strengthen the 
state’s image as a 
leading tourism 
hub. The arcade 
was created as a 
central point where 
suya vendors could 
operate in an 
organized setting 
while maintaining 
Calabar’s 
reputation as one 
of Nigeria’s 
cleanest and 

he Cross TRiver State 
House of 

Assembly has 
called on the State 
Government to 
urgently relocate 
the Calabar Suya 
Arcade from 
Bogobri to the Zoo 
Garden, citing 

congestion, health 
concerns, and the 
need for a more 
organized business 
environment.

The motion, 
sponsored by Hon. 
Stanley Nsemo, 
member 
representing Calabar 
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commended the 
initiative, 
describing the 
motion as timely 
and essential for 
ensuring a cleaner, 
safer, and more 
organized Calabar. 
He noted that the 
Suya Arcade has 
served the city well 
over the years, but 
the current 
challenges demand 
proactive action to 
protect public 
health, strengthen 
security, and 
enhance the state’s 
tourism appeal.

He emphasized 
that relocating the 
arcade to the Zoo 
Garden would not 
only improve traffic 
flow and sanitation 
but also provide a 
more secure and 
conducive 
environment for 
businesses to 
thrive.

greenest cities.

He noted that the 
arcade has, over 
the years, helped 
regulate 
indiscriminate 
suya-selling 
activities across the 
metropolis, serving 
both residents and 
tourists who 
frequent the 
popular spot.

However, Hon. 
Nsemo raised 
concerns about the 
rapid increase in 
the number of 
vendors and 
visitors, which has 
led to congestion 
and obstructed 
traffic flow in the 
area. He added 
that the 
environment has 
deteriorated due to 
the lack of 
sufficient space 
and proper waste-
disposal channels, 
making the location 
increasingly unsafe 
and unhygienic.

Members agreed 
that relocating the 
arcade to the Zoo 
Garden would 
provide a more 
spacious and 
suitable 
environment for 
vendors and 
customers. The 
proposed site also 
offers adequate 
parking space, 
which is currently 
lacking at the 
Bogobri location.

After deliberations, 
the House resolved 
that the State 
Government should, 
as a matter of 
urgency, relocate 
the Calabar Suya 
Arcade to the Zoo 
Garden to ensure 
better organization, 
improved hygiene, 
and a safer 
commercial 
atmosphere for both 
sellers and patrons.

In his remark, the 
Speaker of the 
House, Rt. Hon. 
Elvert Ayambem, 
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areas benefit from 
state projects and 
development 
initiatives.

On his part, the 
Chairman of 
Odukpani Local 
Government, Hon. 
Etim Asido, 
represented by the 
Council Secretary, 
commended the 
Governor for his 
continued 
investment in rural 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has extended its 
rural electrification 
drive to Odukpani 
Local Government 
Area with the 
distribution of Solar 
Home Energy 
Systems to 
residents.

Governor  Bassey 
Otu, who was 
represented at the 

event by the 
Director-General of 
the State 
Electrification 
Agency, Hon. Francis 
Ekpo, reaffirmed his 
commitment to his 
people First Mantra 
Agenda.

 He emphasized that 
the administration 
remains proactive in 
ensuring that rural 
communities across 
all local government 
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the Governor’s 
ongoing efforts to 
expand access to 
clean and reliable 
energy in rural 
parts of the state.

development. 

He stated that the 
people of Odukpani 
stand firmly with 
the Governor’s 
agenda. We 
appreciate this 

gesture, as it brings 
light, hope, and 
development closer 
to our communities.

The distribution 
exercise marks 
another milestone in 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Ref: CRSC/NIPR/CRPRW/25/VOL.1/32        19th November, 2025

NIPR WEEK CELEBRATION 2025

The Nigerian Institute of Public Relations (NIPR), Cross River State Chapter, cordially invites the 

general public to its maiden NIPR Week Celebration from Wednesday, November 19 to Friday, 

November 21, 2025 with the theme:"AI in Public Relations: Disruption or Opportunity."

Under the chairmanship of Mr Daniel Udofia,Chairman and Chief Executive  Officer of Davanla Nigeria 

Limited.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CELEBRATION INCLUDE:

_Day 1: Wednesday, November 19, 2025_

- _Road Walk_: 8 am, starting from the Ministry of Information Headquarters, to sensitize people 

about NIPR, followed by visits to orphanages and old people's homes in Calabar.

- _Media Bliss_: 3 pm, featuring discussions on radio/television stations in Calabar about Nigeria 

Reputation Day (celebrated every October 15).

_Day 2: Thursday, November 20, 2025_

- _Annual General Meeting (AGM)_: 9 am, at the Conference Room, Ministry of Information, featuring 

manifesto presentations and elections of new State executive members.

_Day 3: Friday, November 21, 2025_

- _29th Edwin Eja Memorial Lecture_: Presentation of awards to deserving individuals.

- _Inauguration of New EXCO_: Followed by a dinner at Hogis Royale Apartment, Bishop 

Moynagh Avenue, State Housing Estate, Calabar.

Join us in celebrating professionalism and excellence in Public Relations!

Chaplain Effiom Emmanuel,mnipr	 	 	 Blessing Enagu,anipr

Chairman, 2025 NIPR WEEK	 	 	 	 Secretary, Planning Committee

Okache, Benedict Onah,fnipr

State Chairman





AIDS (CR-SACA) in 
Calabar.

Dr. Ilori expressed 
appreciation for the 
integration of 
individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS into 
the State's Health 
Insurance Scheme 
but emphasized 
that the local 
production of ARVs 
must adhere to 

irector-DGeneral of 
the National 

Agency for the 
Control of AIDS 
(NACA), Dr. 
Temitope Ilori, , 
has lauded Cross 
River State 
Governor Bassey 
Otu for his 
strategic initiatives 
in combating 
HIV/AIDS in the 

State. 

The DG gave the 
commendation 
during an interactive 
meeting with 
Implementing 
Partners, Civil 
Society 
Organizations, and 
other stakeholders 
held at the Cross 
River State Agency 
for the Control of 
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that with global 
support, NACA has 
established an 
operational 10,000-
liter oxygen plant 
at the University of 
Calabar Teaching 
Hospital with three 
other plants sited 
in Ikom and Ogoja 
to ensure that the 
State is fully 
covered for all 
forms of 
emergency 
situations.

Dr. Ilori also 
announced plans 
by the Federal 
Government to 

proper certification 
standards. 

She stated, "We 
are pleased with 
Governor Otu's 
relentless efforts in 
preventing the 
spread of 
HIV/AIDS, 
especially his policy 
to include people 
living with AIDS in 
the Health 
Insurance Scheme, 
which provides 
them a sense of 
belonging."

She also 
acknowledged the 

contributions of the 
Governor's wife , 
Bishop Eyoanwan 
Otu and Dr. Charles 
Iwara, DG of CR-
SACA, highlighting 
their collective 
impact on 
infrastructure and 
response activities.

In response to 
funding cuts, she 
disclosed that 
President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu had 
approved USD 200 
million to maintain 
service continuity for 
essential health 
commodities, adding 
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receive care and 
treatment, with the 
goal of eliminating 
new infections.

While calling on the 
Federal 
Government to 
support the State 
with commodity 
provisions, the DG 
also thanked 
Implementing 
Partners (IPs) for 
their steadfast 
support and Civil 
Society 
Organizations 
(CSOs) and Faith-
Based 
Organizations 

produce ARVs and 
other essential 
commodities locally 
by early 2026, 
ensuring 
sustainability in the 
fight against 
HIV/AIDS. 

The DG disclosed 
that the World 
AIDS Day 2025 will 
focus on sustaining 
national responses 
amid disruptions, 
reinforcing the 
need for 
government 
investment at all 
levels. 

Earlier, in his 
welcome, the 
Director-General, 
Cross River State 
Agency for the 
Control of AIDS (CR-
SACA), expressed 
gratitude to the 
Federal Government 
for its contributions 
to mitigate the 
impact of dwindling 
funds.

 He assured the 
NACA DG that the 
Governor Bassey 
Otu-led 
administration is 
working tirelessly to 
ensure that citizens 
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which is also 
strategically placed 
across the 
metropolis and 
urged the target 
population to utilize 
the free services 
which she noted is 
part of effort to 
prevent the spread 
of HIV in the State.

(FBOs) for their 
partnership and 
collaboration, 
which has made 
Cross River State a 
safer place in the 
pursuit of zero new 
infections by 2030.

Also speaking on 
behalf of 
Implementing 
partners,  State 
Coordinator of the 
Excellence 
Community 
Education Welfare 
Scheme (ECEWS), 

Mr. Uwana 
acknowledged the 
supportive 
environment created 
by the State, noting 
their operations in 
64 facilities and 
reaching over 
38,000 individuals 
with treatment.

The DG later 
performed a 
symbolic 
inauguration of a  
condom dispenser 
unit mounted at the 
entrance of CR-SACA 

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2025







enhancing the 
event’s long-term 
value, noting that 
security 
considerations 
must take 
precedence. “The 
safety of 
participants, 
organisers and 
spectators remains 
paramount,” he 
said.

Governor Otu 
expressed regret 
over the 
inconvenience the 
cancellation may 
cause athletes, 
partners and 
organisers who had 

ross River 

CState 
governor, 

Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu, has 
directed the 
cancellation of the 
2025 Agbokim 
Waterfalls Green 
Marathon, 
following what he 
described as the 
“prevailing national 
security realities” 
requiring cautious 
action and 
responsible 
planning.

Announcing the 
decision, the 
Secretary to the 

Government of the 
State, Prof. Anthony 
Owan Enoh, said the 
Governor considered 
it necessary to halt 
this year’s edition to 
ensure the event is 
properly fortified in 
future. “His 
Excellency believes 
the marathon 
deserves 
comprehensive, 
multidimensional 
support, and that 
requires adequate 
preparation,” he 
stated.

Prof. Enoh explained 
that the government 
is committed to 
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Government is 
determined to 
elevate the 
Agbokim Waterfalls 
Green Marathon 
into “an event of 
national pride and 
global attention” 
once all necessary 
structures are in 
place.

invested time and 
resources. “We 
deeply appreciate 
their enthusiasm 
and understanding 
at this time,” the 
SSG added.

He also assured 
that the marathon 
will re-emerge 
stronger and more 

prestigious. 
“Subsequent 
editions will carry 
the unmistakable 
signature of Cross 
River excellence,” 
the statement 
quoted the Governor 
as saying.

According to him, 
the State 
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Thursday, at the 
Board's conference 
hall, aimed at 
transforming the 
Board's narrative.

Dr. Ngban noted 
that since taking 
office, he has 
observed 
commendable staff 

n a bid to Ienhance the 
education 

sector, Dr. Anthony 
Ngban, Chairman 
of the Senior 
Secondary 
Education Board 
(SSEB), assured 
staff of the Board's 
commitment to 

achieving the key 
pillars of the 'People 
First Blueprint' on 
Education through 
dedication and 
focus. 

He made the 
commitment during 
a staff general 
meeting held, 
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productivity. Newly 
appointed Director 
of Administration 
Mr. Usang Inah 
reminded staff to 
adhere to civil 
service rules, 
stressing that 
misconduct, 
lateness, and 
indecent dressing 
would not be 
tolerated.

The meeting 
concluded with all 
staff in attendance, 
reinforcing a 
unified 
commitment to 
effective service 
delivery.

attitudes towards 
work and 
emphasized the 
importance of 
collaborative efforts 
in driving the Board 
forward. He 
expressed the 
Board's readiness 
to reward staff 
excellence and 
assured that any 
issues within the 
Board would be 
addressed for 
efficient service 
delivery.

Addressing the 
proliferation of Vice 
Principals in State 
Secondary Schools, 
Dr. Ngban urged 
staff to reject all 
forms of corruption 
contributing to this 
issue. 

Permanent Secretary 
Dr. Mrs. Ekei Okon 
emphasized the 
need for staff to 
recognize their roles 
as ambassadors of 
the Board and the 
civil service, 
criticizing the 
lackadaisical 
attitudes observed 
in some staff. She 
reinforced that 
discipline is 
essential, stating 
that truancy would 
not be tolerated.

Board Secretary Mr. 
Lawrence Nsa and 
Board Member Mr. 
Francis Matiki 
advocated for a 
change in attitude 
among staff and 
encouraged synergy 
across departments 
for better 
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The Priest 
observed that lip 
service to God 
which has become 
privallence in the 
society as shown in 
the unhomely 
relationship with 
man indicates that 
there was an 
urgent need for 
renewal of loyalty 

If you are 

"privileged to 
know about 

your death  in few 
days, what will you 
do?" This was the 
question asked 
several 
parishioners by the 
Parish 
Administrator, St 
Anthony of Padua 
Quasi Parish, Basin 

Satellite Town, 
Calabar Rev Fr 
Emmanuel Bassey 
during Mass.

He premised the 
question on the 
state of readiness of 
the faithfuls to 
accept the outcome 
of their stewardship 
to God when they 
pass away.
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God would top 
their priorities.

The Mass featured 
the thanksgiving of 
the retirement of 
Madam Justina 
Arop who 
meritoriously 
served the Nation 
for 35 years rising 
to the rank of Chief 
Inspector, National 
Youth Service 
Corps, NYSC.

to God.

He pointed out that 
the effects of 
backsliding at any 
point of life may be 
subtle but harbours 
the potentials to 
slide into doom in a 
subconscious 
manner.

Rev Fr Emmanuel 
Bassey emphasized 
that the battle for 
the kingdom of 

God is a perpetual 
action with no room 
for lethargy 
spiritually and in the 
circular world.

Responding to the 
question, " What will 
you do should you 
know the number of 
your days on earth" 
numerous 
respondents gave 
answers in synergy 
to the fact that 
reconciliation with 
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significance of the 
upcoming 2025 
End-of-Year 
Programme Review 
and 2026 work 
plan meeting, 
describing it as a 
crucial mechanism 
for stakeholders to 
assess the year's 
activities and 
implementation 
status.

The Commissioner 
of Women Affairs, 
Hon. Ihom Edema, 
represented by 
Director of Women, 

he TCommissione
r of the 

Ministry of 
International Donor 
Coordination, Elder 
Hippolatus O. 
Lukpata, praised 
the United Nations 
Population Fund 
(UNFPA) for its 
ethical approach to 
implementing the 
2025 outline of 
activities in the 
state. 

He noted that 
UNFPA adhered to 

its annual work plan 
chronologically, 
enhancing the 
results-based 
monitoring and 
evaluation process.

These remarks were 
made during the 
quarterly program 
coordination and 
review meeting with 
implementing 
partners at the 
Ministry of Women 
Affairs Conference 
Hall in Calabar. The 
Commissioner 
emphasized the 
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achievements with 
emphasis on best 
practices for future 
planning as well as 
outline high-priority 
activities for 2026 
based on Human 
Development 
Indicators.

Mrs. Monica 
Udams, welcomed 
attendees and 
urged them to 
exercise diligence 
in project execution 
and foster a culture 
of timely reporting 
for enhanced 
credibility.

The meeting 
afforded participants 
the opportunity to 
Review 
implementation 
progress towards 
2025 targets and 
milestones, Identify 
challenges and 
constraints 
impacting 
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Cross River 
Week 

19TH-21ST 
NOVEMBER 2025

@ HOGIS ROYALE, CALABAR

O rK piA nfC ,H HE A, N B OE  N TEDIC
State R C PIh Na -ir Rman-C

I w eril el b hte 

2025

O rK piA nfC ,H HE A, N B OE  N TEDIC

1st  NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS





Cally Air

ValueJet

Cally Air

MEN NR TE  OV

FO
G

Fly with Cally Air to:

LAGOS CALABAR ABUJA

Book Now On: www.flyvaluejet.com

15th October, 2025

Flights Commencement From
OPERATED BY 

For Enquiries 
Call Customer Care:

(+234)9125950403
(+234)9153823424
(+234)7047108136
01-4482998

Erasmus Ekpang
Commissioner For Information

Ministry of Information
Cross River State







1. OBEY SPEED LIMITS – THEY ARE SET 
FOR YOUR SAFETY.

2. ADJUST SPEED TO CONDITIONS

3. KEEP SAFE DISTANCE

4. AVOID OVERSPEEDING

5. KNOW YOUR VEHICLE SPEED LIMITS

6. WATCH OUT IN BUILT-UP AREAS

7. USE ENGINE BRAKING ON SLOPES

8. BE CAUTIOUS ON CURVES

Tips on Safe Speed Practices









Speed thrills 
But Kills. 

CROSS RIVER STATE SECTOR COMMAND

FRSC

Avoid 
Overspeeding: 

Always obey 
speed limits


