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CROSS RIVER STATE

VISION STATEMENT

To become a leading Nigerian State with
prosperous, healthy and well educated citizens;
living in harmony with people and nature, and pursuing
legitimate interest in freedom moderated by good governance.

MINISTERIAL MANDATE

To project and protect the image of Government
and act as Chief Image Maker/Spokesman
for the State as well as supervision
of the State Media Organisation.

To be the best organ of the State
for the promotion of positive values,
its image and overall endowment to

Cross Riverians, Nigerians
and the Diaspora.

Mission
To utilize in harmony all apparatus
of government media to effectively
disseminate information, educate and
entertain the public, using the electronic,
print media and interpersonal
communication channels.
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C'River Heightens Sanitary Measures
Ahead of Calabar Carnival, Yuletide
Celehrations

By Sylvia Okoi
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s part of
preparations
for the

Yuletide
celebrations and
Carnival Calabar
2025, the Cross
River State
Government,
through the
Ministry of

Environment, has
intensified sanitary
measures across the
state.

This was disclosed
during the
November edition of
the statewide
environmental
sanitation exercise

in Calabar.
According to the
Commissioner for
Environment, Hon.
Moses Osogi, 'it
has become
imperative to
upscale sanitation
due to the
expected influx of
tourists who will
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troop into the state
for the festive
season".

Hon. Osogi noted
that the ministry is
working tirelessly
to ensure that
tourists and visitors
enjoy the serene

and clean
environment for
which the state is
known.

At the Eight Miles
Flyover, the
Commissioner
ordered the closure

of roadside markets,

,mm]
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insisting on the
need for a free flow
of human and
vehicular traffic
along major streets
in the metropolis.
He explained that
indiscriminate
trading on
pedestrian
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walkways not only
obstructs
movement but also
constitutes an
environmental
nuisance.

The Commissioner
also expressed
displeasure over
environmental
violations and poor
sanitary conditions
at the abattoir in
Marian. During his
inspection of the

slaughterhouse, he
described the
environment as
unhealthy for both
workers and
consumers of its
products. He
queried the
management for
their non compliance
with sanitation
regulations.

Osogi further noted
that the November
sanitation exercise

CALABAR, NIGERIA

]\ i

marks the last for
the year 2025, but
assured that other
environmental
activities such as:
desilting of
drainages, waste
evacuation, and
pruning of worn
out trees will
continue to
maintain the state’s
clean status.

The Commissioner
led the
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Environmental Task to sanitation citizens.

Force, ministry defaulters.

staff, NGOs, At the time of filing
volunteers, and In separate this report,
security personnel interviews, some defaulters were
through major residents expressed  being tried at the

streets in Calabar, appreciation for the  state’s mobile
arresting offenders  government’s efforts  courts.

and impounding to improve the living

vehicles belonging  conditions of
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CRSMEDA Boost Cross River Economy With
900 MSMES To Receive Single-digit Loans,
1,000 Get Free CAC Certificates

he Cross
River State
Microfinance

and Enterprise
Development
Agency (CRSMEDA)
has announced a
significant
milestone in its
effort to stimulate
the state’s
economy,
confirming the

s " A

Imminent
disbursement of
single-digit interest
loans to 500 pre-
qualified Micro,
Small, and Medium
Enterprises
(MSMEs).

This initiative, part
of the joint
CRSG/SMEDAN Loan
Facility, underscores

the State
Government's
commitment to
empowering the
private sector,
recognised as the
second-highest
employer of labor.

Following a high-
impact "Access to
Finance
Engagement”
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session, CRSMEDA
confirmed its
readiness to
facilitate the loans.
The facility features
an exceptionally
attractive 5%
interest rate and a
three-month
moratorium,
making capital
highly accessible to
small businesses
across the state.

Mr. Great Ogban ,
the Director-
General/CEO of

CRSMEDA, stated,
"We are all but
ready for the
disbursement. This
facility is designed
to be supportive and
accessible, reflecting
Governor Bassey
Otu’s unwavering
commitment to
economic
expansion."

He emphasized that
the 500 beneficiaries
were selected after
a rigorous statewide
verification process,

including enterprise
development
training and
physical business
premises
assessments. To
maintain eligibility,
beneficiaries with
outstanding loans
in other financial
institutions were
strictly advised to
clear their backlogs
immediately.

In a further
demonstration of
government
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READINESS TO
#={TS LOANS

support, One
Thousand (1,000)
business owners
were presented
with their free
Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC)
certificates during
the event. This

ACCESSTO FINAH"

aFmE

critical intervention,

sponsored by the
State Government,
aims to regularise
and formalise the
operations of nano
and micro-
enterprises,
facilitating their

CROSS RIVER STATE MICROFINANCE AND
ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT ACENCY

ACCESSTO Fl:li?

READINESS 7
SIS LoA

ENGA’_
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transition into the
formal economy.

Mr. Ogban hinted
at plans for a
massive scale-up of
this formalization
drive, announcing
that the State is
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preparing for
another round of
free CAC
registration
targeting Ten
Thousand (10,000)
small businesses
next year. This is a
strategic move to
build a competitive
and formalised
private sector
across Cross River
State.

The business
community has
warmly received
the initiative. Mr.
Liyel Imoukhuede ,
Vice President of
Business

or 2025

Ti

Development &
MSME at the Calabar
Chamber of
Commerce, Industry,
Mines and
Agriculture
(CALCCIMA), praised
the government’s
effort.

"This is a very novel
event, and indeed
Christmas for SMEs
in Cross River
State," Mr.
Imoukhuede stated.
"We have a
Governor who is
very intentional
about growing the
small business
ecosystem. The

-

S

private sector is
very supportive of
this initiative."

CRSMEDA
confirmed that its
robust monitoring
and evaluation
framework is in
place to track the
utilisation and
impact of the
funds, ensuring the
facility operates on
a revolving
structure over two
to three years to
benefit more
entrepreneurs over
time.
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Some of the turns to hail the concluded by
beneficiaries, governor for the thanking the state
including Alex Ego initiative and hinted  government for
Oyama, Offiong that the loan would investing in
Oku, and Lekam greatly enhance economic growth

Abam Lekam, took  their businesses and  across the state



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS MON DECEM ,2025

_!E]E_lllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

ol | |naworeon

CALABAR, NIGERIA

C'River Inaugurates GTRA Board, Charges
Members to Sanitize Transport Sector

By Irene Bassey

.

n a significant

move to

strengthen the
State's
transportation
system, the Cross
River State
Government has
inaugurated the
Board Members of
the Commercial
Transport

Regulatory Agency
(CTRA).

The oath taking
ceremony, held at
the Ministry of
Transportation
headquarters, was
administered by
Honourable
Commissioner for
Transportation,

Pastor Ekpenyong
Cobham, who
administered the
oath of office and
outlined a clear
mandate for the
new board.

Pastor Cobham
emphasized the
weight of
responsibility
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entrusted to the
newly inaugurated
members. He
noted that their
oath of office
serves as a guiding
principle for
managing
government
policies,
documents, and
actions with

integrity.

According to him,
the primary focus

of the new board is
to establish a robust
operational
foundation for the
agency, which is
essential for
"sanitizing the entire
ecosystem and
addressing the
impunity of
commercial drivers"
within the state.

"With all maturity,
we should be
proactive in making

things right,"
Pastor Cobham
urged the board.
"At the end of the
day, the
government should
receive accolades
based on the
performance of this
agency and the
Ministry of
Transportation at
large."

A key directive for
the board was to
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implement the
State color scheme
for all intra-city
commercial
vehicles, specified
as blue and white,
reflecting the
state's unique
identity.

This policy aims to
enhance uniformity,
identification, and
order in the public
transport
landscape.

The Commissioner
highlighted the
importance of
fairness and
service, stating

that every citizen
deserves respect:
"Every road user is
the governor's
person and should
be treated fairly."
This reinforces the
government's
commitment to
citizen-focused
governance and the
protection of
commuters' rights.

The newly
inaugurated CTRA
Board members are
Mr. Efa Nyong -
Chairman, CTRA, Mr.
Ukpong Ukpong -
Director, CTRA, Barr.
Roseline Inameti -

Secretary, CTRA
and Mr. Dominic

Edem - Member,
CTRA

The event was
attended by Dr.
Gabriel Ukwada,
Permanent
Secretary of the
Ministry, along with
other officials and
stakeholders,
highlighting a
collective effort to
achieve a more
efficient, orderly,
and safe transport
sector for Cross
River State.



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2025

 wws [N

ol | |naworeon

CALABAR, NIGERIA

By Nakanda lyadim
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he Cross River
State Agency
for the Control

of AIDS (CR-SACA)
organized a Jummat
service at the Ikot
Ansa Mosque in
Calabar on Friday,
as part of activities
marking the2025
World AIDS Day.

In his sermon,
Imam Shileik
Ahamed Etim
Bassey focused on
HIV/AIDS
prevention,

L=

clarifying that the
disease is neither a
result of witchcraft
nor a punishment
from God. He
reminded the
congregation that
Islam encourages
seeking medical
treatment.

The Imam educated
attendees on the
various modes of HIV
transmission and
emphasized the need
to avoid stigma and
discrimination against

individuals living
with the virus. He
urged everyone to
know their status by
accessing HIV
counseling and
testing services at
the Calabar
Municipal ground
during the Christmas
village opening.

During an interactive
session after the
service, Dr. Charles
Iwara, the Director
General of CR-SACA,
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represented by
Monitoring and
Evaluation Officer
Mr. John Ekpeni,
stressed the
importance of HIV
prevention,
particularly through

proper condom use.

He explained that
this engagement
was a strategic
effort to promote
awareness about
HIV prevention and
safe sex practices
among the Muslim
community in
Calabar.

The DG
demonstrated
correct condom
usage and
distributed them

free of charge,
encouraging
attendees to use
them properly. He
urged the community
to prioritize family
safety over cultural or
religious
misconceptions
regarding HIV.

"The State
Government is
committed to
achieving zero new
infections by 2030.
That's why we are
here today to create
awareness about
prevention," he
stated.

The agency's
representative invited
the Muslim

,mm]
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community to
participate in
upcoming World
AIDS Day events,
including a
Candlelight
Memorial Service on
Sunday at 5 PM and
a World AIDS Day
Awareness Walk on
Monday, December
1, 2025, at Rabana
Roundabout. He also
encouraged them to
visit the Wise-Up
Calabar Festival
pavilion at the
Christmas Village for
a wide range of
healthcare services.
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By Patricia Ogbeche

he Federal
Government
, through

the Federal
Ministry of
Education, has
partnered with
Save the Children
International and
the Global
Partnership for
Education to
enhance
educational

delivery in refugee
and host
communities
across five
beneficiary states:
Adamawa, Akwa
Ibom, Benue,
Cross River, and
Taraba.

This initiative
focuses on
training teachers,
including

volunteers in
crisis-affected
areas, and has
led to the
construction of
various
educational
facilities, such as
classrooms,
lavatories, and
boreholes.
Launched in
2024, the project
targets out-of-



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS MON DECEM ,2025

-ﬂ_lllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

s e

T

school children
and is overseen
by the High-Level
Project Technical
Committee and
the National
Steering
Committee,
chaired by
Honourable
Minister of
Education Maruf
Olatunji Alausa.
Stakeholders
have praised the
program's
impact.

—

Pl

During a National
Project Steering
Committee
meeting in Abuja,
members
reviewed progress
and discussed
sustainability
strategies,
emphasizing the
consolidation of
teacher training,
infrastructure
expansion, and
state-level project
ownership.

Cross River State's
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Commissioner for
Education,
Senator Professor
Stephen Odey,
reaffirmed the
State's
commitment,
highlighting
Governor Senator
Prince Bassey
Edet Otu's
support for
educational
transformation.
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Senior Secondary Board Gonducts
On-the-spot Assessment 0f Schools
Across Galabar Metropolis

By Affiong Asanye

n line with the

People First

agenda of the
Cross River State
Government, the
Chairman of the
Senior Secondary
Education Board
(SSEB), Dr.
Anthony Ngban,
alongside Board
members,
embarked on an
unscheduled visit
to secondary
schools across the
state from

November 24 to
27.

The team included
Permanent
Secretary Dr. Ekei
Okon, Board
Members Miss
Essieanwan ESO
Archibong and Mrs.
Agube Ignatius,
and Board
Secretary Mr.
Lawrence Nsa.

Schools visited
included
Government
Secondary School
Adiabo Okurikang
in Odukpani Local

Government Area,
Army Day
Secondary School
Ikot Ansa,
Government Girls'
Secondary School
Big Qua Town,
and Pinn Margaret
Secondary School,
Calabar.

The visit aimed to
conduct a
comprehensive
needs
assessment,
ensuring
compliance with
state education
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standards and
evaluating the
conditions of
facilities in use.
The inspection
team focused on
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academic
administration,
staff conduct,
learning
environments, and
student welfare.
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Dr. Ngban
emphasized the
Board’s
commitment to
accountability and
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transparency,
noting that
absenteeism
without proper
permission
warrants

disciplinary action.

He highlighted
issues of truancy
and misconduct
observed during
Visits, stressing
the need for
adherence to
approved
guidelines.

i d ‘

At Government
Secondary School
Adiabo, students
were seen loitering,
prompting urgent
attention from the
team. The
Chairman
expressed
disappointment at
the absence of
Principal Mr. Etu
James Effiong
during the visit.
Interactions
revealed issues like
inaccurate

,E'JEJI]
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enrollment figures
and lack of a class
timetable.

At Army Day
Secondary School
Ikot Ansa, Dr.
Ngban
commended
Principal Mr.
Sullivan Igbodo
and staff for their
diligence in
record-keeping.
The Principal
thanked the team
for their
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assessment, Teachers expressed inspection

emphasizing its gratitude for the featured

importance in team's visit and interactive

resolving appealed for new Sessions on

academic issues. hires to fill record-keeping
vacancies. and student

At Government academic work,

Girls' Secondary The visit concluded led by the Board's
School, Dr. Ngban  at Pinn Margaret disciplinary
acknowledged the Secondary School, = committee

teachers’ efforts where the members and
and assured that commitment of directors.
recruitment for Principal Mrs.

science teachers Agnes Bassey and

would soon be her teachers was

addressed. praised. The
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NORTHFEST Technical Committee Goncludes
Review Conference, Unveils 9-Year Agro-Development

he Technical
Working
Committee

(TWC) of Northern
Cross River
Agricultural and
Cultural Festival
(NORTHFEST), has
concluded a high-
level, two-day
strategy review
meeting outlining
an ambitious five-
year (2026-2030)
development
strategy
masterplan aimed
at revolutionizing
the agricultural
sector of the
Northern Senatorial
District.

The event which
was held at the
State Library
Complex in Calabar,
between November
25th and 26th,
2025, brought
together
representatives of

government MDAs,
financial institutions,
stakeholders and
other interested
parties to develop a
comprehensive
policy framework
that moves
NORTHFEST beyond
an annual festival to
a long-term,
commercial
agricultural initiative.

Ntufam Fidelis Ugbo,
Chairman of the
Technical Working
Committee (TWCQ),
emphasized that the
primary goal of the
collaboration is to
structure a five-year
masterplan that will
empower local
farmers and
significantly improve
yield and farm
produce quality.

Ntufam Ugbo said
the Committee plans
to provide key

inputs supply,
credit facilities and
help to create
guaranteed
markets for
farmers' products
offtake, ultimately
transforming Cross
River State into a
nationally
recognized cultural
food hub.

"The gathering is
to further provide
opportunities for
collaboration with
farmers, through a
more structured
financing system,"
Ugbo stated.

Speaking at the
opening ceremony
on Tuesday, Dr.
Peter Ojie,
Secretary of the
TWC, stressed the
importance of
public-private
collaboration,
particularly with
financial and
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private sector
entities, to drive
the agrarian
component of
NORTHFEST using
agriculture as the
economic mainstay
of Northern Cross
River.

Dr. Ojie disclosed
that a crucial part
of the strategy
involves securing
legal frameworks
for the festival,
which will ensure
official government
gazetting. He noted
that the initiative
aims to celebrate
the culture, while
establishing
agriculture as a
sustainable
commercial identity
of the people.

Mr. Attah Joseph,
lead Consultant
from Plum Horizon
Ltd, Abuja,
provided the
technical context
for the meeting. He
explained that the
five-year roadmap
is designed to

transition the region
"from being just for
subsistence farming
to commercial
agriculture.”
Accordingly, the plan
involves interfacing
with funding
agencies and
partners, connecting
government MDAs
for the seamless
execution and
providing credit
facilities and
seedlings for staple
food products.

Ultimately, the
program seeks to
transform
NORTHFEST into a
nationally
recognized festival
and cultural food
hub through
systematic
expansion of
agribusiness,
providing access to
credit, and
developing an
extensive agro value
chain.

The Committee
received significant

contributions and
recommendations
from key entities,
such as the Cross
River State
Ministries of
Livestock
Development,
Environment,
Culture and
Tourism, and
Agriculture. These
recommendations
focused on
addressing
challenges and
ensuring the
project's continuity
towards strong
Ministries/LGASs
partnership at the
community level,
creating an
investor-ready
integrated
structure and a
clear agricultural
roadmap.

The gathering was
graced by
numerous
dignitaries and
representatives
from both the
public and financial
sectors, notably Dr.
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Mike Odere
(Commissioner for
Finance), Hon.
Patrick Egbede
(Commissioner for
Wealth Creation),
Hon. Hippolatus
Lukpata
(Commissioner for
International Devt

Corporations), Hon.

Agnes Atsu
(Commissioner for

Sports), Reverend
Fr. Bob Etta (Special
Adviser to the
Governor on
TETFUND), Chief
Godwin lIyala
(Director-General,
CRS Health
Insurance Agency),
Rt. Hon. Patrick
Uguge, Rt. Hon.
Ogana Lukpata, Mrs
Catherine Agba-

Ajibike, Mr Noel
Ugbong, Mrs
Agatha Murphy,
Representatives
from the Bank of
Agriculture, Unical
Microfinance Bank,
Sterling Bank,
Ekondo Bank and
African
Development Bank.
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APPOINTMENT INTO MID MANAGEMENT POSITIONS IN THE FEDERAL FIRE SERVICE

The Civil Defence,Correctional,Fire and Immigration Services Board(CDCFIB) is seeking for
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INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL VACANCIES ADVERTISEMENT

suitably qualified candidates to fill into the existing Mid-Management positions in the Federal
Fire Service.

POSITIONS:

Deputy Controller of Fire (DCF),CONPASS14
Assistant Controller of Fire, CONPASS 13
Chief Superintendent of Fire, CONPASS 12
Superintendent of Fire, CONPASS 11
Deputy Superintendent of Fire, CONPASS 10

METHOD OF APPLICATION

Interested applicants shall be required to submit their applications including scanned and
attached documents through the Board's E-MAIL:info@cdcfib.qov.ng.WITHIN ONE WEEK OF
THIS PUBLICATION

Eligible applicants should NOTE that they can apply for only ONE position and that multiple

applications will automatically disqualify a candidate.

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE POSITIONS

I.  Applicants must be an employee from Federal,States or Local
Governments'Ministries, Department and Agencies (MDAs)

ii. Applicants must have a minimum height of 1.65metres for Males and
1.60metres for Females

iii. Applicants must be physically/mentally fit
iv. Applicants must apply to the Secretary to the Board via dedicated
e-mail:info@cdcfib.gov.ng;

v. Applicants must possess Letter of Identification from his/her Local
Government of Origin;

vi. Applicants must possess evidence of Confirmation of Appointment;

vii.Applicants must submit three (3) years APER/PMS as applicable;

viii.Applicants must submit Certified True Copy (CTC) of Record of Service

ix.Applicants must not have any criminal record;
x. Applicants must submit copy(ies) of letter of previous appointment(s);
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Government of Cross River State, Nigeria

252 November,2025

In respect of the above advertorials, | urge all interested Cross Riverians to
urgently apply and submit the printouts to the Desk Officer in the Ministry of
Wealth creation and Employment, Establiashments Building,Murtala

Mohammed Highway, Calabar.

For emphasis, printouts of the applicants should be submitted to the Desk

Officer before Friday 28th November, 2025.

Patrick Egbede
Commissioner

The Commissioner, Ministry of Wealth Creation and Employment.
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30th October 2025
PUBLIC NOTICE

CROSS RIVER GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION AGENCY (CRGIA),
INVITATION FOR FIRST PHASE OF RECORDS UPDATE AND
OBTAINING OF CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY WITHIN THE
SOUTHERN SENATORIAL DISTRICT

The Cross River Geographic Information Agency (CRGIA) is the
primary agency tasked with land management in the State. The end
point of all transactions on Government Land across the State is a
Certificate of Occupancy signed by the Governor of Cross River State,
In line with this, CRGIA invites all allotees of Government Land across
the Southern Senatorial District to update their records with the State
Government and obtain or Recertify their Certificate's of Occupancy

BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATION

Participants are advised to take advantage of this exercise to

- Obtain Certificates of Occupancy (for those who were previously not
issued)

- Recertify and obtain the new digital, bankable and tamper-proof C of
(0]

- Resolve Conflicting Ownership Records

- Avoid Encumbrance and Encroachment

- Avoid Cancellation of Allocation or Revocation of C of O

Cross River Stale Geographle Infermation Agency (CRGIA)
Murtaly Mubamimed Mighosy, Opgotile Metropolilan Hotel
Cabalaar, Crowy Wiwer STaks
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EXERCISE DATES
The Records Update Exercise will take place from 1st November 2025

to 19th December 2025,

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION
Bring any supporting documents related to your land transactions in

Cross River State, including but not limited to:
- Allocation letters

- Survey Plans

- Receipts

- Agreements

- Other relevant documents

VENUE
Visit Counter 5, CRGIA Office, Opposite Metropolitan Hotel, Calabar.

CALL OUR OFFICAL LINES
0707 469 3423

0707 469 3424
CROSS RIVER GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION AGENCY (CRGIA)*

Enhancing Land Administration in Cross River State

Iy
Signed:
Director Operations
For: Director General
Cross River Geographic Information Agency.
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CROSS RIVER STATE GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION AGENCY

STEPS TO OBTAIN CERTIFICATE OF
OCCUPANCY IN CROSS RIVER STATE

Obtain an Application Form at CRGIA's Office, Old Secretariat Road,
Off Murtala Mohammed Highway, Calabar, Cross River State

Submit Application Form with Required Documents
Fill and submit the form along with necessary documents,
e.g. Registered Title Document, survey plan, identification, etc.

Assessment and Payment of Fees.
The office will assess applicable charges, registration fees,
processing fees, etc, Make the required payment,

Inspection and Publication (for private land)

Property is inspected by LUAC officials

Notice of application is published for 21 days to allow for objections.
After clearance, Governor's Approval in Principle is obtained.

C of O (Certificate of Occupancy) Engrossment and Signing
The Certificate of Occupancy is prepared (engrossed) and
signed by the Governor or delegated authority.

Registration and Delivery
Final registration is completed at the Lands Registry.

I Registered documents are delivered to the applicant (client).
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VOTER REGISTRATION (CVR) e
Register to Vot
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ONLINE PRE-REGISTRATION /.77 =X | @ = ;
STARTS ON 18TH AUGUST, 2025 17 W N
www.cvr.inecnigeria.org 8]

IN-PERSON REGISTRATION

STARTS ON 25TH AUGUST, 2025

All 37 INEC State Offices or 774 Local
Government Area (LGA) Offices
Nearest to You

o New Voters 18+ S
Collect or Transfer your PVC ‘ Y
Replace your lost or i
damaged PVC

No Multiple Registration

B24 iccc@inec.gov.ng 0700-CALL-INEC (0700-2255-4632)

INEC Short Code: 4632 INEC, Making your votes count...

Consolidating our democracy.

@ www.inecnigeria.org 09050858629, 09050858675, S W
www.inecnews.com 09050858649 0®® @inecmgena




Speed thrills
But Kills.

Always ohey
speed limits

CROSS RIVER STATE SECTOR COMMAND




