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members, and 
commuters had 
become largely 
impassable, 
turning everyday 
travel into a high-
stakes gamble 
amid constant 
erosion threats. 
 
For years, 
desperate appeals 
to various 
authorities 
echoed 
unanswered, 
allowing the gully 
to widen 
unchecked. Rainy 
seasons 
transformed the 
street into an 
impenetrable 
quagmire, 
isolating homes 
and amplifying 
risks to lives and 
structures in the 
community. 
 
Governor Bassey 
Otu's personal 
visit marked the 

he TParliamentar
y Extension 

road by Calabar's 
Christian Church 
was a disaster 
waiting to 
happen—deplorab
ly dilapidated, 

riddled with gaping 
potholes, and 
scarred by a 
deepening ravine 
that relentlessly 
invaded adjacent 
properties. This 
vital artery for 
residents, church 
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implementation 
underway, the 
community 
breathes easier, 
their faith in Otu's 
administration 
renewed through 
tangible 
commitment to 
infrastructure and 
welfare.

turning point. 
Confronted with 
firsthand 
accounts of the 
suffering, he 
wasted no time, 
issuing immediate 
directives for 
comprehensive 
road 
reconstruction 
and robust ravine 
containment 
measures. This 
decisive 
intervention 
silenced the long-
standing neglect. 

 
Residents now 
celebrate this as a 
shining example of 
proactive, people-
centered 
leadership. The 
forthcoming works 
promise not only 
restored motorable 
access but also a 
permanent halt to 
erosion, fortified 
protection for 
affected 
compounds, and a 
safer environment 
overall. With 
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vaccine will be 
administered to 
children aged 9 
months to 14 years, 
while the HPV 
vaccine will be 
given to adolescent 
girls aged 9 years 
to protect them 
against cervical 
cancer. She added 
that routine 
immunization 
services for children 
aged 0–23 months 
will also be 
provided during and 
after the campaign.

Dr. Otu explained 
that measles and 
rubella remain 

he Cross 

TRiver State 
Government 

has announced the 
commencement of 
the 2026 Measles-
Rubella (MR) 
Vaccination 
Campaign, 
alongside the 
Human Papilloma 
Virus (HPV) 
vaccination, across 
the state.

The announcement 
was made by the 
Cross River State 
Primary Health Care 
Development 
Agency 
(CRSPHCDA) in 

collaboration with the 
Ministry of Health 
and development 
partners. The 
vaccination exercise 
is scheduled to take 
place from 
Wednesday, February 
4, to Sunday, 
February 15, 2026, 
across all 18 Local 
Government Areas of 
the state.

Speaking on the 
campaign, the 
Director-General of 
CRSPHCDA, Dr. 
(Mrs.) Vivien 
Mesembe Otu, 
disclosed that the 
Measles–Rubella 
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ensure a smooth, 
respectful, and 
child-friendly 
process. Parents 
and caregivers have 
been urged to seize 
the opportunity and 
ensure that no 
eligible child is left 
unvaccinated.

“All vaccines to be 
administered during 
the campaign are 
free, safe, effective, 
and fully funded by 
the government,” 
the agency stated.

She advised 
members of the 
public seeking 
further 
information to 
contact 
08065153097 or 
07036696010.

major public health 
concerns, capable 
of causing severe 
fever, congenital 
malformations, 
blindness, 
miscarriage in 
pregnant women, 
and even death if 
not prevented. She 
emphasized that 
vaccination remains 
the most effective 
means of protecting 
children from birth 
against these 
diseases.

The campaign, she 
noted, forms part of 
a nationwide 
vaccination exercise 
by the Federal 
Government of 
Nigeria, aimed at 
strengthening 
immunity among 

children and reducing 
the spread of 
vaccine-preventable 
diseases across the 
country.

According to the 
Director-General, 
vaccinations will be 
administered at 
health facilities, 
schools, churches, 
mosques, markets, 
recreational centres, 
palaces, motor parks, 
shopping malls, and 
other public locations 
where eligible 
children can easily be 
reached.

The agency assured 
residents that trained 
health workers will 
be deployed to all 
designated 
vaccination posts to 
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standards. He 
was accompanied 
by the Director of 
Schools, Mrs. 
Ufuah

Addressing 
teachers during 
the inspection, 
the Executive 
Secretary warned 
against truancy 
and indolence, 
stressing that the 
Board would not 
tolerate any form 
of laxity in the 
discharge of 
duties. He urged 

he Executive TSecretary of 
the Cross 

River State 
Science and 
Technical 
Education Board  
Dr Archibong 
Emmanuel Etim 
has carried out an 
unscheduled 
inspection visit to 
all technical 
colleges in the 
Southern 
Senatorial District 
of the state, as 
part of efforts to 
strengthen 

effective school 
management and 
ensure continuous 
monitoring of 
teaching and 
learning activities.

The visit, which 
took place across 
the technical 
colleges in the 
zone, was aimed 
at assessing 
teachers’ 
commitment, 
classroom delivery, 
and overall 
compliance with 
educational 
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from the payroll.

The Executive 
Secretary also 
disclosed that His 
Excellency, 
Governor Prince 
Bassey Otu, has 
ensured the 
regular payment 
of teachers’ 
salaries, adding 
that there was no 

teachers to take 
their 
responsibilities 
seriously and be 
proactive in 
delivering quality 
education to 
students.

He further 
encouraged 
teachers to do 
their best in 

impacting 
knowledge on 
students, noting 
that commitment 
and dedication to 
duty were key to 
achieving positive 
learning outcomes. 
According to him, 
any teacher found 
wanting in the 
course of duty 
would be removed 
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preparedness and 
adherence to the 
approved 
curriculum, 
reaffirming the 
Board’s 
commitment to 
improving the 
quality of 
technical and 
vocational 
education in the 
state.

justification for 
absenteeism or 
negligence. He 
commended the 
Governor for his 
love, care, and 
commitment to 
the welfare of the 
people of Cross 
River State.

While interacting 
with school 
administrators, he 
directed principals 

to issue queries to 
teachers who were 
yet to resume duty 
and ensure strict 
compliance with 
attendance and 
performance 
standards.

During the visit, 
the Executive 
Secretary 
inspected teachers’ 
lesson notes to 
ascertain 
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formally opened 
amid praise from 
community 
leaders, 
government 
officials and party 
stakeholders, who 
described it as a 
strategic 
intervention to 

esidents Rand 
stakeholder

s in Calabar South 
Local Government 
Area have 
welcomed a new 
community-driven 
initiative aimed at 
fostering unity 

and keeping 
youths positively 
engaged, following 
the commissioning 
of the Sweetness 
Free Viewing 
Centre in Ward 12.

The facility, located 
at Atamunu, was 
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Nsan, noting that 
the facility comes 
with a one-year 
paid subscription 
and would be 
accessible to 
residents at no 
cost.

Community leader 
HRH Muri (Dr.) 
Archibong Ika 
said the centre 
would strengthen 
unity and social 
cohesion in the 
area, describing it 
as a platform that 
fosters 
interaction, 
understanding 

keep youths 
constructively 
engaged and off 
the streets.

Speaking at the 
event, the APC 
Ward Chairman of 
Ward 12 said the 
project was the 
result of 
sustained 
collaboration 
between the 
community and 
the Cross River 
State Homeland 
Security and 
Safety Agency. He 
disclosed that the 
proactive 

involvement of 
youths in 
community 
security had 
attracted official 
recognition, 
leading to the 
absorption of 20 to 
30 youths from 
Ward 12 into the 
Homeland Security 
structure.

He revealed that 
the free viewing 
centre was fully 
funded by the 
Director — South, 
Homeland Security 
and Safety Agency, 
Hon. Michael Orok 
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with calls for 
collective 
ownership of the 
project, as 
stakeholders 
agreed that the 
viewing centre 
would also serve 
as a hub for 
social interaction 
and community 
bonding in Ward 
12 of Calabar 
South local 
government area.

and peace among 
residents.

Also speaking, 
the Special 
Adviser on Public 
Affairs to the 
Governor, Nsa 
Gill, urged 
residents to 
safeguard the 
facility against 
vandalism and 
reminded party 
members that the 
APC e-registration 
and revalidation 
exercise was 
ongoing.

Gill stressed that 
community-
owned projects 
thrive best when 
residents take 
collective 
responsibility for 
their protection 
and sustainability, 
noting that the 
viewing centre 
symbolises trust 
between 
government and 
the people at the 
grassroots.

On his part, Hon. 
Michael Orok Nsan 
said the project 
was facilitated 
because of its 
potential to 
promote 
grassroots peace 
and security. He 
confirmed that all 
decoders had been 
subscribed for one 
year, with plans 
underway to install 
solar panels to 
ensure 
uninterrupted 
power supply.

He linked the 
initiative to the 
state’s broader 
security and 
economic goals, 
particularly in 
anticipation of the 
Bakassi Deep 
Seaport project, 
stressing that a 
peaceful 
grassroots remains 
key to attracting 
investment and 
sustaining 
development.

The event ended 
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he Deputy Speaker of the Cross River State House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. 

TSylvester Agabi has called on eligible residents to participate in the 
ongoing All Progressives Congress e-registration exercise and formally 

enroll as party members.

Rt. Hon. Agabi urged Cross Riverians aged 18 and above who possess a 
National Identification Number to complete the digital process and obtain their 
party membership, describing it as an important step toward strengthening the 
APC at the grassroots.

He noted that broad participation in the exercise would reinforce the party’s 
base across the state, support the re-election of Governor Bassey Otu and 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, and deepen citizen involvement in the democratic 
process.

Deputy Speaker Agabi Advocates Mass 
Participation in APC E-Membership 
Registration/Revalidation



which included 
the Honourable 
Commissioner for 
Finance, Hon. 
Michael Odere 
alongside the the 
Honourable 
Attorney General, 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has reaffirmed 
her “People First” 
Mandate solidly in 
grand style by 
dispatching an 

official delegation 
to Benin Republic 
over issues 
involving one of its 
citizens, Pastor 
Benjamin Egbaji.

The delegation 
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The Cross River 
State Government 
reaffirms its 
commitment to 
the protection of 
its citizens, 
adherence to the 
rule of law, and 
the use of lawful 
and diplomatic 
channels in 
resolving cross-
border matters.

Barr. Ededem Ani, 
with a mandate 
to engage 
relevant 
authorities and 
ensure that due 
process and the 
welfare of the 
citizen were fully 
protected.

Following the 
engagement and 
intervention from 
the Federal 
Government of 

Nigeria through 
the office of Amb. 
Bianca 
Odumegwu-
Ojujwu, Pastor 
Benjamin Egbaji 
returned to Nigeria 
and was formally 
received by the 
Government 
delegation in 
Lagos, where 
further briefings 
and consultations 
were held.
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Sight and scene at the 
January meeting of the 
Cross River State 
Chapter of the 
Nigerian Institute of 
Public Relations





the resolutions 
taken at the 
recent Cross River 
State Emergency 
Management 
Agency 
Stakeholders 
Meeting  held at 
the State 
Planning 
Commission hall 
in Calabar 
described the 
action of the 
misguided 
residents as not 
only embarrassing 

he Cross TRiver State 
Emergency 

Management 
Agency and it's 
Stakeholders 
have vehemently 
condemned the 
unwholesome 
attitude of some 
misguided 
residents of 
Goldie Street in 
Calabar South 
Local Government 
Area who for no 
reason obstructed 

a fire disaster 
rescue operation 
along the street by 
peltering 
dangerous objects 
on a firefighting 
truck deployed to 
address the 
situation causing 
substantial 
damage to the 
truck and injuring 
some of the rescue 
team.

 The condemnation 
which was part of 
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millions of Naira 
were destroyed 
displacing scores 
of occupants.

Also contained in 
the resolution 
was a strong 
advice to relevant 
security 

but 
unwholesome, 
uncultured, 
unpatriotic and 
absolutely alien to 
the highly 
responsible 
people of the 
State.

The document 
noted that due to 
the obstruction 
preventing the fire 
fighters to gain 
access to the 
incident scene, 
property worth 
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The following 
emergency 
numbers were  
provided for calls 
for intervention , 

1. NCC.    
 112

2. Police Control 
Room 
07067977330 
,07053355415 

3.  Federal Fire 
Service 
07063083865

4. State Fire 
Service 
08064028394

operatives to 
investigate the 
incident and bring 
the culprits to 
book to serve as 
deterrent to 
others.

Cross River State 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency and the 
stakeholders 
resolved to 
maintain 
dexterity, zeal and 
commitment 
towards the 
service delivery of 
it's statutory 
mandates and 
called on the 
public for 
support.

The general 

public was also 
advised to avoid 
resolving to self 
help before making 
emergency calls as 
such could cause 
unnecessary 
delays for 
seamless 
interventions 

Taking cognisance 
of the emergency 
status of the 
Agency, the public 
were advised not 
to hinder the 
access of any 
disaster operation 
but to give a free 
pass for it's 
machinery and 
rescue teams at 
every emergency 
situation.
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and visions to God, 
trusting that He 
will guide us in 
service to our 
people,” he said.

Commissioner for 
Programs and 
Events, Evang. Dr. 
Mrs. Margaret 
Nde, delivered a 
word of 
exhortation 
centred on trusting 

n a move to Ialign its 
operations with 

faith and purpose, 
the Cross River 
State Diaspora 
Commission 
(CRIDCOM) has 
held a Solemn 
Assembly at its 
office in Calabar to 
dedicate its plans, 
programmes, and 
vision for the year 

2026 to God.

The Chairman, 
Otuekong Chief Otu 
Okor, emphasised 
the importance of 
prayer and spiritual 
guidance in the 
Commission’s work. 
“I solicit that prayer 
remains a key part 
of our daily work. 
Let us dedicate all 
our plans, goals, 
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senior officers of 
the commission, 
including 
Commissioner for 
Finance and 
Accounts, Mrs 
Emily Maduike; 
Head of 
Administration, 
Mrs Ekanem Ukpa; 
Head of Accounts, 
Mr Ofem Ugbe, as 
well as other 
members of staff.

God. She urged 
staff to place full 
trust in God as 
they implement 
the Commission’s 
programmes, 
noting, “Our plans 
and programmes 
can only succeed if 
we place them in 
God’s hands. Let 
faith guide our 
actions and 
commitment shape 
our results.”

The assembly 
featured 

thanksgiving, 
worship, and 
intercessory 
prayers, as staff 
united to dedicate 
the Commission’s 
objectives and 
initiatives to God, 
setting a reflective 
and purposeful tone 
for the year ahead 
and expressing 
hope for continued 
growth and positive 
achievements 
throughout 2026.

Also present were 
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ALL
PROGRESSIVES
CONGRESS

Be A Part Of The Winning Party

Join the

APC PARTY
MEMBERSHIP

E-Registration Exercise

TO BE A CARD CARRYING 
MEMBER OF OUR PARTY

Requirements:

Must be 18+
Must Have Valid NIN

Old members MUST 
Revalidate their 
MEMBERSHIP 













Basin, Satellite 
Town, Calabar, 
Rev Fr Emmanuel 
Bassey in a 
sermon 
emphasized that 
living by the 

he search Tlight for 
purity has 

been beamed on 
Catholic faithful to 
assess 
themselves in line 

with the dictates of 
God.

The Priest in 
charge of the St. 
Anthony of Padua 
Quasi Parish, 
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of the sermon, a 
significant shift 
from the hitherto 
mono dialogue.

The style was 
apparently 
pleasing to the 
congregants as 
they inhaled 
freshness in the 
new positive 
dimension.

tannate of God 
illuminates light 
that attract God's 
favours.

Referencing the 
Biblical episode of 
the devine 
encounter 
between Jesus 
Christ and John 
the Baptist who 
recognized Jesus 
through Holy 
inspiration, he 
noted that 
Christians of good 
character radiate 
attractions for 
special spiritual 
endowments.

Rev Fr Bassey 
pointed out that 
everyone has the 
potentials to be 
righteous to 
warrant God's 
special attention,  
but that 
concerted efforts 
must be focused 
on identifying and 
addressing moral 
deficiencies to 
guarantee such 
status.

According to him, 
faithfuls should as 
a matter of priority 
denounce all 
tendencies capable 
of fertilizing 
oneself with 
questionable 
character for the 
devil to operate 
leading to the 
highway of 
spiritual death.

The Priest 
admonished 
church leaders as 
well as those in 
other capacity 
especially the 
family unit heads 
to prioritize on 
their statutory 
mandates by 
injecting the spirit 
of harmony, 
understanding, 
peace and the 
pursuance of a 
common goal as 
prescribed by the 
Church.

Highlight of the 
Holy Mass was the 
interactive nature 
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JOHN OWAN-ENOH FOUNDATION MSME 
SUPPORT PROGRAM PHASE 2

The Minister of State for Industry, Dist. Sen. John Owan Enoh, hereby declares 
open the 2nd phase of the _John Owan Enoh Foundation MSME Support 
Program_ to mark the New Year Celebration!

Click the link below to apply online or print the physical Application 
Form and fill.
https://hmindustry.com.ng/dashboard/application/create

 Wishing you all a Prosperous New Year!

A few things to note:

1. Beneficiaries from Phase 1 should not bother to apply in this phase. If you do, 
the system is built to identify you and you will automatically be disqualified from 
all related programs.

2. Those who applied in phase one and were not selected can simply log in and 
reapply. They no longer need to do the initial registration.

3. Note also that there is no lobbying, no political party connection and no 
recommendation whatsoever or from anyone, that will qualify any applicant. All 
applicants stand the same chance based on the viability of their business idea 
and available spaces.

4. The form for the informal sector added a few more details and will be 
available on this same space. Kindly note that any applicant who applies online 
and still fills the informal sector form will be automatically disqualified.

Thank you once again and have a happy new year celebration.

hmindustry.com.ng (https://hmindustry.com.ng/dashboard/application/create)
Account Login - Owan-Enoh Foundation MSME Support Program
Empowering businesses in Cross River and Cross Riverians worldwide with Owan-Enoh Foundation MSME Support 
Program.









Indiscriminate 

BUSH 
BURNING 
is still outlawed 

in Cross River State.

 Do not  indulge in indiscriminate bush 
burning. Avoid the wrath of Government.

CRSEMA 



Cally Air

ValueJet

Cally Air

MEN NR TE  OV

FO
G

Fly with Cally Air to:

LAGOS CALABAR ABUJA

Book Now On: www.flyvaluejet.com

15th October, 2025

Flights Commencement From
OPERATED BY 

For Enquiries 
Call Customer Care:

(+234)9125950403
(+234)9153823424
(+234)7047108136
01-4482998

Erasmus Ekpang
Commissioner For Information

Ministry of Information
Cross River State







Speed thrills 
But Kills. 

CROSS RIVER STATE SECTOR COMMAND

FRSC

Avoid 
Overspeeding: 

Always obey 
speed limits


