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owned Teachers 
Continuous 
Training Institute 
(TCTI) Biase, 
Professor 
Taoheed Adedoja, 
is designed to 
tackle youth 
unemployment by 
equipping young 
Cross Riverians 
with industry-
standard technical 

n a major Iboost to the 
state’s human 

capital 
development, the 
Cross River State 
government has 
launched a 
comprehensive 
skill acquisition 
program for 300 
indigenous 
youths, funded by 

a ₦90 million 
World Bank IDEAS 
TVET grant after a 
competitive 
bidding among 
several institutions 
in the country.

The initiative, 
facilitated by the 
Director-General of 
the Cross River 
State government-
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training within the 
week.

Unlike traditional 
short-term 
training, this 
World Bank-
funded 
Innovation 
Development and 
Effectiveness in 
Acquisition of 
Skills (IDEAS) 
project offers a 
sustainable path 
to 
entrepreneurship.

"The exercise will 

skills.

The six-month 
intensive program 
soon to be 
launched by the 
World Bank in 
conjunction with 
the Federal 
Ministry of 
Education-Abuja, 
will focus on 
high-demand ICT 
system sectors 
such as computer 
and telephone 
hardware repairs 
and maintenance, 
network system 

installation and 
ICT-related 
technical training.

Speaking on the 
rollout, Professor 
Adedoja confirmed 
that the first phase 
of the project has 
already 
commenced. Last 
week participants 
underwent a 
rigorous three-day 
orientation, 
accreditation and 
finalization process 
and are scheduled 
to begin formal 
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to the 300 
youths, the 
successful 
execution of this 
phase will open 
doors for TCTI to 
a larger strategic 
purpose due to 
the world class 
records set by the 
Director-General 
of the institution.
 A verified track 
record of the 
successful 
exercise will 
qualify Cross 
River State for an 
even larger World 
Bank funded 
project focused 
on training 
teachers on youth 
skill acquisition 
statewide.

happen 
simultaneously 
over six months 
and the TCTI is 
the Training 
Service Provider 
(TSP)," Professor 
Adedoja stated. 
"Upon 
completion, 
beneficiaries will 
receive 
professional 
certification and 
startup kits to 
enable them to 
operate 
independently as 
business owners."

To further support 
the trainees, the 
program includes 
a monthly 
monetary stipend 
for the duration 

of the course, 
ensuring that 
financial 
constraints do not 
hinder their 
learning progress.

The 300 
participants were 
selected through a 
collaborative 
process involving 
indigenous 
stakeholders from 
Biase Local 
Government Area. 
The project is 
being managed by 
Dr. Emmanuel 
Omini, TCTI’s 
Acting Director of 
ICT as the service 
training manager.

Beyond the 
immediate benefit 
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Asabanka, 
Anyanganse 
Community.

The Command 
explained that the 
training forms 
part of 
continuous 
capacity-building 
for police 
personnel, 
including the 
retraining of 
officers and 

he Cross TRiver State 
Police 

Command has 
announced a 
routine shooting 
range exercise 
scheduled to hold 
in Akpabuyo Local 
Government Area, 
as part of 
ongoing efforts to 
enhance 
professionalism, 
operational 

readiness and 
public safety.

In a statement 
issued on Monday, 
January 26, 2026, 
by the Police Public 
Relations Officer, 
ASP Sunday 
Eitokpah, the 
exercise is slated 
for Tuesday, 
January 27, 2026, 
beginning at 
8:00am, at 
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However, the 
Police advised 
residents, farmers 
and passersby to 
keep away from 
the shooting 
range and its 
immediate 

inspection of 
service arms and 
other operational 
equipment, in line 
with standard 
policing practices.

Residents have 
been assured that 

the exercise is 
strictly routine and 
should not cause 
alarm, despite the 
anticipated 
increase in police 
presence or the 
sound of gunfire 
during the training.
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The Cross River 
State Police 
Command 
thanked members 
of the public for 
their 
understanding 
and cooperation, 
while reaffirming 
its commitment to 
safeguarding lives 
and property 
across the state.

surroundings for 
the duration of 
the exercise, 
noting that the 
precaution is 
necessary to 
prevent 
accidental 
exposure to stray 
bullets and to 
reduce 
psychological 
distress.

The statement 

stressed that 
adequate safety 
measures have 
been put in place 
to ensure the 
exercise is 
conducted in a 
controlled and 
professional 
manner, with 
public safety 
remaining the 
Command’s top 
priority.
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the nation.

Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu, 
represented by his 
deputy, Rt. Hon. 
Peter Odey, made 
this known during 
a thanksgiving 
service held on 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has congratulated 
the Chief of 
Defence 
Intelligence, 
Emmanuel 
Undiandeye, on 
his promotion to 

the rank of 
Lieutenant General, 
describing the feat 
as a historic 
milestone for the 
state and a 
testament to 
excellence, 
dedication, and 
selfless service to 
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Lieutenant 
General in the 
Nigerian Army, 
and we are truly 
proud of him,” 
Odey said.

He commended 
Lt. Gen. 
Undiandeye for his 
unwavering 
commitment and 
dedication to the 
Nigerian Armed 
Forces, praying for 
God’s continued 
protection, 
wisdom, and 

Saturday at 
Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, 
Bedia, in Obudu 
Local Government 
Area, to celebrate 
the senior military 
officer’s elevation.

According to the 
Deputy Governor, 
the event was an 
opportunity for 
the state to 
honour one of its 
illustrious sons 
whose 
distinguished 

military career has 
brought pride and 
recognition to 
Cross River State.

“We are here to 
celebrate 
excellence and a 
man whose journey 
in the Nigerian 
Army has been 
long, remarkable, 
and inspiring. This 
is the first time in 
the history of our 
state that one of 
our own has 
attained the rank of 
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nation’s security 
challenges, 
including banditry, 
kidnapping, and 
insurgency, Rt. 
Hon. Odey prayed 
that God would 
grant the Chief of 
Defence 
Intelligence the 
strength, insight, 

guidance as he 
serves the nation 
at the highest 
level.

“As a state, we 
will continue to 
support him and 
remember him in 
our prayers. The 
same God who 

protected him from 
the Nigerian 
Defence Academy 
to his present 
position will 
continue to guide 
and preserve him,” 
the Deputy 
Governor added.

Addressing the 
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for God.

In his 
thanksgiving 
remarks, Lt. Gen. 
Emmanuel 
Undiandeye 
offered an 
emotional 
testimony of God’s 
faithfulness 
throughout his 
military career, 
noting that every 
act of gratitude at 
the altar had been 
followed by divine 
elevation.

and resources 
required to 
support President 
Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu in 
confronting the 
threats effectively.

He also 
underscored the 
importance of 
peace, unity, and 
responsible 
leadership, 
stressing that 
politics must 
never be a 
justification for 
violence.

“I have always 
preached peaceful 
coexistence. I 
would rather quit 
politics than 
promote violence. 
Leadership is an 
opportunity to 
serve the people, 
not to harm them,” 
he stated, adding 
that true leadership 
demands resilience 
in difficult times, 
humility in 
moments of 
success, and 
constant reverence 
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Earlier, the Wife of 
the Chief of 
Defence 
Intelligence, Mrs. 
Jane Ekor 
Undiandeye, 
delivered a vote of 
thanks, expressing 
appreciation to all 
who joined the 
family to celebrate 
the milestone and 
for their support 
and goodwill.

“When I thought I 
had reached my 
ceiling as a Major 
General, God 
proved me 
wrong,” he said. 
“Last year, my 
course mates and 
I were preparing 
for retirement, but 
instead of 
retirement, God 
said, ‘You have 
not yet reached 
where I want you 
to be.’ He not only 
retained me in 
service but 
elevated me to 

the rank of 
Lieutenant 
General.”

The Chief of 
Defence 
Intelligence 
expressed profound 
gratitude to God for 
His grace, 
protection, and 
unending 
faithfulness, 
describing the 
promotion as both 
humbling and a 
renewed call to 
greater service, all 
to the glory of God.
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ground breaking 
ceremony, 
Senator Williams 
said the project 
forms part of his 
deliberate efforts 
to address 
infrastructure 
deficits across the 
senatorial district, 
add value to rural 
communities and 

n fulfillment of Ihis campaign 
promises to 

provide basic 
infrastructure 
capable of driving 
economic growth 
and rural 
transformation, 
the Senator 
representing 
Cross River 

Central Senatorial 
District, Senator 
Eteng Williams, 
has inaugurated 
the construction of 
the Mkpani Ring 
Road in Yakurr 
Local Government 
Area of Cross River 
State.

Speaking at the 
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In separate 
interviews,traditio
nal rulers, 
community 
leaders and 
political 
stakeholders 
commended the 
initiative, 
describing it as a 
demonstration of 
responsive and 
people focused 
leadership that 
prioritizes 
grassroots 
development.

The Mkpani Ring 
Road is expected 
to complement 
the ongoing 
Mkpani to Agoi 
Road project 
being executed 
by the Cross River 
State Government 
and serve as a 
catalyst for 
broader economic 
activities in the 
area. With 
improved 
connectivity, the 
road is projected 

improve the living 
standards of his 
constituents.

 He noted that 
access roads 
remain critical to 
economic growth, 
particularly for 
agrarian 
communities that 
depend on 
efficient 
transportation to 
move farm 
produce to 
markets. The 
senator assured 
residents that the 
Mkpani Ring Road 
was only one of 
several projects 
lined up to drive 
growth and 
transform 
communities 
across the 
district.

The inauguration 
ceremony, which 
attracted 
community 
leaders, 
traditional rulers 
and residents, 

marked the official 
commencement of 
the two kilometre 
ring road linking 
the Aduma, Afaben 
and Ajere 
communities. The 
arrival of heavy 
duty construction 
equipment at the 
project site 
generated 
widespread 
excitement among 
residents, who 
described the 
initiative as timely 
and impactful.

Residents and 
stakeholders 
expressed 
optimism that the 
road would ease 
transportation 
challenges, 
improve market 
access for farmers 
and stimulate 
urban and 
commercial 
development 
within Mkpani and 
its surrounding 
communities.

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2026



of Agba One and 
Agba Two rural 
roads in Boki 
Local Government 
Area, the 
rehabilitation of 
Okundi, Irruan 
and Wula roads 
also in Boki, as 
well as the 
grading of the 
Abia to Bakassi 
Road in Etung 
Local Government 
Area.

to boost 
agricultural 
productivity, 
reduce 
transportation 
costs and support 
sustainable 
livelihoods.

Observers noted 
that the project 
aligns with 
Senator Williams’ 
key campaign 
commitments to 

improve rural 
infrastructure 
across the Cross 
River Central 
Senatorial District.

Other road 
projects facilitated 
by the senator 
include the grading 
of access roads in 
Iyamoyong, 
Okumurutet and 
Iyamitet in Obubra 
Local Government 
Area, the grading 
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Cobham, 
presented a 
compelling case 
study detailing 
the state's 
ambitious plans 
and the findings 
of a crucial pre-
feasibility study 
on its public 
transportation 

he future of Turban 
mobility in 

Cross River State 
took center stage 
at the recent 
National 
Transportation 
Stakeholders’ 
Forum, convened 
in Transcorp  

Hilton, Abuja by 
the Nigeria 
Governors’ Forum 
with support from 
the World Bank.

 Honourable 
Commissioner for 
Transportation, 
Hon. Pst. 
Ekpenyong 
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current state of 
public 
transportation 
across four key 
urban centers.

These strategic 
locations – 
Calabar, the State 
Capital; Ikang in 
the Southern 
Senatorial district; 
Ikom in the 
Central district  
and Abakpa in the 
Northern  district– 
were chosen to 
represent the 
diverse needs and 
challenges across 
all three 
senatorial districts 
of Cross River 
State. 

Discussions also 
delved into 
various aspects of 
the study, 
including the 
procurement of 
needed 
infrastructures, 
such as 
acquisition of 
electric city 
buses, tricycles 

sector.

The presentation, 
titled "CASE 
STUDY BRIEF 
FOR CROSS 
RIVER STATE 
URBAN MOBILITY 
PROGRAM," 
offered a 
comprehensive 
overview of the 
state's 
commitment to 
modernizing its 

transportation 
networks, 
encompassing 
both land and 
marine 
components. 

The core of the 
discussion revolved 
around the 
outcomes of a 
detailed pre-
feasibility study 
that meticulously 
examined the 
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 The collaborative 
environment 
fostered by the 
Nigeria 
Governors’ Forum 
and the World 
Bank allowed for 
constructive 
dialogue and the 
potential to forge 
partnerships that 
could accelerate 
the 
implementation of 
the state's urban 
mobility 
programs.

The participation 
of Cross River 
State at this high-
level forum 
signals a 
proactive stance 
in addressing the 
complexities of 
urban 
transportation 
and a dedication 
to building a 
more connected 
and prosperous 
future for its 
residents.

and motorcycles, 
with recharging 
stations already 
put in place for 
the adoption of 
best practices in 
transportation 
management.

Hon. Pst. 
Ekpenyong 
Cobham 
articulated the 
state's vision for 
an integrated, 
efficient, and 
sustainable urban 
mobility system. 

The study aimed 
to provide a clear 
and data-driven 
understanding of 
the existing 
infrastructure, 
operational 
efficiencies, and 
areas requiring 
significant 
intervention.

The pre-feasibility 
study's findings 
highlighted the 
critical need for 
strategic 
investments and 

policy reforms to 
enhance the 
quality, 
accessibility, and 
safety of public 
transportation for 
the citizens of 
Cross River State. 

The presentation 
underscored the 
potential for a 
revitalized 
transport sector to 
drive economic 
growth, improve 
quality of life, and 
foster greater 
connectivity within 
the state and 
abroad.

The National 
Transportation 
Stakeholders’ 
Forum provided a 
vital platform for 
Cross River State 
to share its 
innovative 
approaches and to 
engage with 
national and 
international 
partners.
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proceed with 
plans to establish 
a branch in 
Calabar. 

He noted that the 
move would bring 
banking services 
closer to residents 
and business 
owners, while 
also contributing 
to the state’s 
economic 
development.

The proposed 
Submit Bank 
branch is 
expected to boost 
local commerce, 
create 
employment 
opportunities, and 
provide improved 
financial inclusion 
for individuals 
and businesses 
across Cross River 
State.

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has taken a 
significant step 
toward expanding 
financial services 
in the State, 
following high-
level discussions 
with Submit Bank 
on the 
establishment of 
a branch in 
Calabar.

The State 
Commissioner for 
Commerce,Dr. 
Abigial Orok 
Duke, disclosed 
this shortly after 
a meeting with 
the Managing 
Director of 
Submit Bank, 
Alhaji Sirajo 
Salisu, in Abuja, 
where both 
parties explored 
opportunities for 
strengthening 

commercial and 
banking activities 
in Cross River 
State.

Discussions at the 
meeting centered 
on improving 
access to financial 
services, 
supporting small 
and medium-scale 
enterprises, and 
enhancing the 
overall business 
environment in the 
state. The talks 
align with the 
Cross River State 
Government’s 
broader strategy to 
attract private 
sector investment 
and stimulate 
economic growth.

Following the 
meeting, Alhaji 
Salisu assured the 
State Government 
of Submit Bank’s 
commitment to 
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CRGIA finished 
strong and 
successfully 
accomplished its 
mandate despite 
several challenges, 
hence the need to 
continually seek 
God’s guidance.

The Director 
General further 
announced that in 
2025, the agency 

he Cross TRiver 
Geographic 

Information 
Agency (CRGIA) 
has held its annual 
Solemn Assembly 
for the year 2026, 
committing the 
activities of the 
agency into the 
hands of God.

Speaking at the 

event, the Director 
General of CRGIA, 
Mr. William 
Archibong, said the 
gathering was 
aimed at 
reverencing God for 
His faithfulness over 
the agency’s 
activities in the 
previous year. He 
thanked God for 
sustaining the 
entire staff of the 
agency, noting that 
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Earlier, in an 
exhortation, the 
Resident Pastor of 
Christian Central 
Chapel, Pastor 
Christopher Effa, 
charged staff of 
the agency to 
work together as 

tripled its 
Internally 
Generated 
Revenue and 
expressed 
optimism that the 
current year would 
record even 
greater 
achievements.

Mr. Archibong 
admonished staff to 
give their best in 
service delivery, 
shun unethical 
practices, and 
remain dedicated to 
their duties.
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Governor of Cross 
River State, 
Senator Prince 
Bassey Otu.

The spiritual 
exercise 
underscored the 
agency’s total 
dependence on 
God, with 
participants 
expressing 
confidence that, 
through divine 
guidance, CRGIA 
will record a 
successful year for 
the agency and 
the state at large.

one family in 
achieving set goals 
and to always 
depend on God in 
the discharge of 
their 
responsibilities.

Pastor Effa, who 
made reference to 
Acts chapter 1 
verse 3, noted that 
the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ is 
evidence of the 
infallible power of 
God, adding that 
CRGIA would 
remain infallible 
because its 
activities have 

been anchored on 
God.

He prayed for God’s 
glory and divine 
grace to distinguish 
the agency and 
enable it attain 
greater heights in 
the year ahead.

The Solemn 
Assembly featured 
praise and worship, 
intercessory prayers 
for the state, 
management and 
staff of the agency, 
as well as prayers 
for preservation, 
safety, wisdom and 
good health for the 
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described as a 
memorable 
moment for 
students of 
Yakurr origin.

Speaking at the 
event, Dr. Osogi 
said the 
scholarship award 
was a fulfilment 
of the vision he 
unveiled in 
October 2025, 

o fewer Nthan 150 
students 

from Yakurr Local 
Government Area 
have benefitted 
from a N15 
million 
educational 
scholarship 
scheme 
sponsored by the 
Cross River State 
Commissioner for 

Environment, Dr. 
Moses Osogi.

The beneficiaries 
received the 
scholarship on 
Saturday, January 
24, 2026, at the 
Sir Thompson 
Egbe Educational 
Foundation, 
Anong, Abi Local 
Government Area, 
in what was 
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scholarship 
programme 
represents the 
dividends of 
democracy.

Dr. Osogi 
expressed 
appreciation to 
the Governor of 
Cross River State, 
Senator Prince 
Bassey Edet Otu, 
for empowering 
appointees to 
reach grassroots 
communities.

during which 
similar support 
was extended to 
students from Abi 
Local Government 
Area.

According to him, 
the initiative was 
driven by his 
passion for 
education and 
commitment to 
giving back to 
society.
“I consider it a 
privilege to 

support students, 
not because I have 
so much, but 
because giving is 
an innate part of 
who I am,” he 
said.
Making reference 
to biblical 
principles, the 
Commissioner 
described himself 
as one of the 
righteous 
entrusted with 
leadership, adding 
that the 
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while 
commending 
them for meeting 
the set criteria. 
He reaffirmed his 
commitment to 
sustaining the 
programme and 
announced plans 
to extend future 
scholarship 
support to 
medical and 
postgraduate 
students within 
the year.

“The Governor 
cannot be 
everywhere, so 
we are 
encouraged to 
replicate his 
people-oriented 
gestures, 
especially his 
commitment to 
the welfare of 
citizens,” he 
stated.

He stressed that 
the scholarship 

scheme was not 
driven by political 
ambition but by a 
deep 
understanding of 
the challenges 
faced by students 
who struggle to 
pay tuition and 
meet basic 
academic needs.
The Commissioner 
charged 
beneficiaries to 
remain studious 
and disciplined, 
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interviews, 
beneficiaries 
expressed 
gratitude to the 
Commissioner for 
the support. Mr. 
Usani Onen, a 
200-level 
Accounting 
student of the 

Earlier, the 
Founding 
Coordinator of 
the Sir Thompson 
Egbe Educational 
Foundation, Engr. 
Dr. Pringle Egbe, 
said the selection 

of beneficiaries 
was strictly merit-
based, noting that 
applicants were 
required to meet a 
minimum CGPA of 
3.5, among other 
conditions.

In separate 
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joy upon 
receiving the 
scholarship funds 
of one hundred 
thousand naira 
and commended 
Dr. Osogi for his 
benevolence.

The event was 
attended by 
members of the 
Traditional Rulers’ 
Council of Abi, 
the Permanent 
Secretary, 
Ministry of 
Environment, 
Barr. Mrs. 
Rosemary Onah, 
members of the 
All Progressives 
Congress (APC), 
stakeholders from 
the Abi/Yakurr 
constituency, 
parents of 
beneficiaries, as 
well as family 
members, friends 
and well-wishers.

University of 
Calabar, described 
the scholarship as 
timely relief, 
especially as a 
self-sponsored 
student.
Similarly, Miss 
Goodness Usani, 
a 200-level 
student of 
Language and 
Education, 

UNICAL, 
appreciated the 
gesture and 
prayed for God’s 
blessings upon the 
Commissioner.
Ayomobi Etim, a 
200-level Civil 
Engineering 
student of the 
University of 
Lagos, said he was 
overwhelmed with 
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anticipation as 
they waited for 
the arrival of their 
esteemed guest, 
Barr. Odum-Ijom 
Ukam, the 

t was a sunny ISunday 
morning in 

Ijom as APC 
Abayong Ward 
members 

gathered at the 
local party 
headquarters, 
buzzing with 
excitement. The 
air was filled with 

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

Youth Commissioner, Ukam Strengthens 
APC Bond with New Year Largesse in Ijom

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2026



with hope and 
optimism for the 
future. It was 
clear that this 
gesture would go 
a long way in 
solidifying the 
party's presence 
in Ijom.

The 
Commissioner left 
the venue to 
thunderous 
applause, his visit 
a resounding 
success. As he 
drove away, he 
couldn't help but 
feel a sense of 
pride and 
fulfillment, 
knowing that he 
had made a 
tangible 
difference in the 
lives of his 
people. It was a 
day that would be 
etched in their 
memories for a 
long time to 
come.

Honourable 
Commissioner for 
Youth 
Development and 
Skills Acquisition. 
As he walked in, 
the crowd 
erupted in cheers 
and applause, 
grateful for the 
recognition of 
their hard work.

Barr. Ukam took 
the stage, 
flashing a warm 
smile as he began 
to hand out New 
Year largesse to 
the members. 
The gifts, a 
thoughtful 
gesture of 
appreciation, 
were met with 
beaming smiles 
and heartfelt 
gratitude. As he 
moved from one 
person to the 
next, shaking 
hands and 
exchanging words 
of 
encouragement, it 
was clear that he 
was more than 

just a leader – he 
was a true 
champion of the 
people.

The Commissioner 
took a moment to 
address the crowd, 
his words dripping 
with sincerity and 
passion. 

He reaffirmed his 
commitment to the 
party and its 
members, 
emphasizing the 
importance of 
unity and collective 
growth. His 
message 
resonated deeply, 
strengthening the 
bond between him 
and the ward 
members.

As the event drew 
to a close, the 
members 
expressed their 
gratitude, pledging 
their unwavering 
support for Barr. 
Ukam's leadership. 
The atmosphere 
was electric, filled 
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aimed at 
sanitizing the 
sector and 
ensuring that only 
duly approved 
schools operate 
within the state.

Speaking on the 
exercise, the 
Commissioner for 
Education, 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has sustained its 
commitment to 
improving the 
quality of 
education with 
the shutdown of 
more illegal 
schools across 
the 18 Local 

Government Areas 
of the State.

The ongoing 
enforcement 
exercise, led by 
the State Ministry 
of Education, is 
part of the 
government’s 
broader education 
reform agenda 
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students, noting 
that many 
unapproved 
schools fail to 
meet the 
minimum 
standards 
required for 
effective teaching 

Senator Professor 
Stephen Odey 
Esq, said the 
action aligns with 
the Ministry’s 
directive to clamp 
down on schools 
operating without 
the mandatory 

Approval to 
Operate (ATO).

According to him, 
the initiative is 
designed to 
safeguard the 
academic future of 
pupils and 
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Cross River State 
Government’s 
unwavering 
commitment to 
restoring quality 
education and 
ensuring that all 
schools in the 
state meet 
approved 
standards, in line 
with the 
administration’s 
vision of 
providing a sound 
and competitive 
educational 
system for all.

and learning.

Professor Odey 
disclosed that 
over one hundred 
and fifty sixth 
(156) 
illegal schools 
were shut down 
across the state 
in 2025, adding 
that the exercise 
would continue 
this year to 
ensure full 
compliance with 
government 
regulations.

“The sanitization 
of illegal schools 
is for the 
betterment of our 
children. Every 
school proprietor 
must do the right 

thing by obtaining 
the Approval to 
Operate (ATO). 
Any proprietor who 
reopens a closed 
school without 
authorization will 
be duly penalized,” 
the Commissioner 
warned.

As part of the 
ongoing exercise
•Peculiar 
International 
Nursery and 
Primary School, 
Efut Uwanse 
Layout, Calabar 
South, was shut 
down for operating 
illegally.

The Commissioner 
reaffirmed the 
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Boki Local 
Government Area.

Speaking at the 
ceremony, the 
Governor, who was 
represented by his 
deputy, Rt. Hon. 
Dr. Peter Odey, 
described the road 
project as a critical 
intervention 
designed to open 

s part of Aongoing 
efforts to 

enhance 
connectivity and 
stimulate socio-
economic 
development in 
rural communities, 
and in fulfillment 
of his 
administration’s 
commitment to 

improving road 
infrastructure across 
Cross River State, 
Governor Bassey 
Otu on Thursday 
performed the 
groundbreaking 
ceremony for the 
construction of the 
second phase of the 
17-kilometre Boki 
East-West Road at 
Onitsha Farm in 
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delivering people-
oriented projects 
that promote 
inclusive growth 
and improve the 
quality of life, 
particularly in 
hard-to-reach 
communities. 

Revealing that the 
state government 
has provided 
counterpart 
funding for the 
construction of 
major rural roads 
under the Rural 
Access and 

up rural areas and 
address long-
standing 
transportation 
challenges. He 
noted that the 
road would 
significantly 
improve access 
between 
communities, ease 
the movement of 
people and goods, 
and support 
agricultural 
activities, which 
remain the 
mainstay of the 
local economy. 

Rt. Hon. Odey 
emphasized that 
improved road 
infrastructure would 
not only reduce 
transportation costs 
but also increase 
the income-
generating capacity 
of rural households 
by enabling farmers 
to transport their 
produce to markets 
more efficiently. He 
further reaffirmed 
the Otu-led 
administration’s 
commitment to 
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campaign 
promises. She 
described the road 
as a gift that 
carries “hope, 
progress, and 
promise” for the 
people of Boki, 
noting that it will 
transform lives by 
opening up 
communities, 
easing the 
transport of farm 
produce, boosting 
trade, creating 
jobs for youths, 
and attracting new 
economic 

Agricultural 
Marketing Project 
(RAAMP), including 
roads in previously 
unreached 
communities in 
Boki LGA and 
other parts of the 
state, Odey called 
on traditional 
rulers, youth, and 
stakeholders of the 
benefiting 
communities to 
take ownership of 
the project by 
supporting the 
contractor in 
executing it 

according to 
schedule. He also 
urged the 
contractor to 
prioritize local 
content by utilizing 
local materials, 
labor, and services 
to boost economic 
growth.

In her welcome 
address, the 
Executive Chairman 
of Boki LGA, Hon. 
Mrs. Beatrice Etta 
Nyiam, praised 
Governor Otu for 
fulfilling his 
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that his ministry 
would carry out 
routine supervision 
to guarantee 
timely completion 
in line with agreed 
standards and 
specifications.

In separate 
goodwill 
messages, the 
House of 
Representatives 
member for 
Boki/Ikom Federal 
Constituency, Hon. 
Victor Abang, 

opportunities.

Hon. Nyiam further 
emphasized that 
the road 
symbolizes unity 
by connecting 
communities and 
strengthening 
social bonds within 
the LGA. She 
expressed 
gratitude to the 
Governor, 
highlighting that 
the people of Boki 
recognize 
leadership that 

delivers on its 
commitments and 
assured that they 
are ready to show 
their appreciation in 
the 2027 elections.

On his part, the 
Commissioner for 
Works, Engr. Pius 
Ankpo, appealed to 
the Council 
Chairman, 
traditional rulers, 
and youth to ensure 
adequate security 
and support for the 
contractor, assuring 
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by the Deputy 
Governor, 
symbolizing the 
commencement of 
the project, which 
will cut across 
Onitsha Farm-
Boje-Katabang and 
terminate at 
Kanyang Junction 
along the Ikom-
Obudu highway.

House of Assembly 
members for Boki 
1 and 2, Hon. 
Bette Obi and Rt. 
Hon. Dr. Hilary 
Bisong, 
Commissioner for 
Information, Dr. 
Erasmus Ekpang, 
and the Paramount 
Ruler of Boki, HRM 
Otu Fredaline 
Akando, all 
expressed 
appreciation to 
Governor Otu for 
prioritizing rural 
development and 
economic 

empowerment 
through strategic 
infrastructure 
investments across 
the state and 
pledged their 
continued support 
for his 
administration. 

The high point of 
the ceremony was 
the ribbon-cutting 
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By: Kera Okem

he Cross TState

Head of Service 
Orok Bassey Okon 
Esq. has officially 
flagged off a 
comprehensive 
security 
surveillance and 
patrol initiative in 
collaboration with 
the Nigeria Legion 
and the Peace 
Corps of Nigeria, 
as part of efforts 
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to strengthen the 
safety of 
government 
facilities and 
assets.

The flag-off 
ceremony marks a 
renewed 
commitment by 
the Office of the 
Head of Service to 
proactive security 
management 
across government 
premises. The 

initiative is 
designed to 
enhance 
monitoring, early 
detection, and 
rapid response to 
security threats 
affecting public 
property.

Speaking during 
an interview with 
members of the 
media, the Deputy 
Commandant of 
the Nigeria Legion 

Corps, D.C. Ntiedo 
Akpan, alongside 
Inspector 
Okweche Odey 
Dominic of the 
Peace Corps of 
Nigeria, explained 
that the 
surveillance and 
patrol exercise is 
aimed primarily at 
safeguarding 
government 
properties and 
critical 
infrastructure.
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According to them, 
the partnership 
underscores a 
shared 
responsibility in 
supporting existing 
security 
frameworks and 
ensuring a secure 
environment for 
public service 
operations. They 
both assured the 
public of their 
unwavering 
commitment to 
duty, pledging to 
remain alert, 
disciplined, and 
vigilant at all times 

in the discharge of 
their 
responsibilities.

In further 
demonstration of 
support for the 
initiative, the Head 
of Service has also 
provided essential 
security gadgets to 
aid effective 
surveillance, 
communication, 
and patrol 
activities. The 
provision of these 
tools is expected 
to significantly 
improve 
operational 

efficiency and 
responsiveness on 
the field.

The Head of 
Service reaffirmed 
that the 
collaboration with 
the Nigeria Legion 
and the Peace 
Corps of Nigeria 
forms part of a 
broader strategy 
to protect 
government 
assets, promote 
safety, and 
reinforce 
confidence in 
public institutions.



Sights and Scenes from
Cross River IRS 1-Day New Tax 
Reform Sensitization for Cross 
River Central Senatorial District 
in Ikom Local Government Area.





Williams, was aimed 
at reinforcing 
collective 
commitment to 
party unity, 
strengthening 
strategic 
organization, and 
promoting economic 
development within 

he Senator 

Trepresenting 
Cross River 

North Senatorial 
District, Senator 
Jarigbe Agom 
Jarigbe, earlier 
today attended a 
stakeholders’ 
meeting of the All 

Progressives 
Congress (APC) in 
Obudu Local 
Government Area of 
Cross River State.

The meeting, held 
alongside 
Distinguished 
Senator Eteng Jonah 
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Senator Jarigbe Attends APC 
Stakeholders’ Meeting in Obudu, 
Supports with N10 Million

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2026



united, be their 
brother’s keeper, 
and work 
collectively for the 
growth and success 
of the party in 
Obudu LGA. In 

the party and the 
Local Government 
Area.

Senator Jarigbe 
expressed his 
heartfelt 

appreciation to party 
leaders and 
stakeholders for their 
sacrifices, dedication, 
and unwavering 
support. He urged all 
members to remain 
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Executive Chairman 
of Obudu LGA, Hon. 
Peter Undiandeye; 
Hon. Martins Orim; 
Hon. Kjay Agba; 
Chief Tony 
Undiandeye; Hon. 
Boniface Eraye; 
Hon. Ken Aklah; Dr. 
Mathias Angioha; 
and many other 
party leaders and 
stakeholders.

furtherance of this 
commitment, he 
supported the 
meeting with the 
sum of ₦10 million, 
while Senator Eteng 
Jonah Williams 
contributed ₦1 
million.

The lawmaker also 
called on 
stakeholders to 
intensify efforts 
toward mobilization 
for the party’s e-
registration 

exercise, 
emphasizing that 
data-driven 
approaches are 
critical to effective 
political planning, 
mobilization, and 
electoral success.

The meeting was 
graced by several 
dignitaries, including 
the Deputy Speaker 
of the Cross River 
State House of 
Assembly, Hon. 
Sylvester Agabi; the 
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ALL
PROGRESSIVES
CONGRESS

Be A Part Of The Winning Party

Join the

APC PARTY
MEMBERSHIP

E-Registration Exercise

TO BE A CARD CARRYING 
MEMBER OF OUR PARTY

Requirements:

Must be 18+
Must Have Valid NIN

Old members MUST 
Revalidate their 
MEMBERSHIP 











Indiscriminate 

BUSH 
BURNING 
is still outlawed 

in Cross River State.

 Do not  indulge in indiscriminate bush 
burning. Avoid the wrath of Government.

CRSEMA 



Cally Air

ValueJet

Cally Air

MEN NR TE  OV

FO
G

Fly with Cally Air to:

LAGOS CALABAR ABUJA

Book Now On: www.flyvaluejet.com

15th October, 2025

Flights Commencement From
OPERATED BY 

For Enquiries 
Call Customer Care:

(+234)9125950403
(+234)9153823424
(+234)7047108136
01-4482998

Erasmus Ekpang
Commissioner For Information

Ministry of Information
Cross River State







Speed thrills 
But Kills. 

CROSS RIVER STATE SECTOR COMMAND

FRSC

Avoid 
Overspeeding: 

Always obey 
speed limits


