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To become a leading Nigerian State with

CROSS RIVER STATE

VISION STATEMENT

To project and protect the image of Government

and act as Chief Image Maker/Spokesman

for the State as well as supervision

of the State Media Organisation.

To be the best organ of the State

for the promotion of positive values,

its image and overall endowment to

Cross Riverians, Nigerians

and the Diaspora.

To utilize in harmony all apparatus

of government media to effectively

disseminate information, educate and

entertain the public, using the electronic,

print  media and interpersonal

communication channels.

VISION

Mission

prosperous, healthy and well educated citizens;

living in harmony with people  and nature, and pursuing

legitimate interest in freedom moderated by good governance.
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Deputy Gov. Odey Performs Ceremonial 
Tee-Off at Eastern Naval Command Golf 
Tournament 2026

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

Governor, Rt. Hon. 
Odey, commended 
the Nigerian Navy 
for its unwavering 
commitment to 
safeguarding 
Nigeria’s territorial 
waters and 
ensuring maritime 

Eastern Naval 
Command Golf 
Tournament held at 
the Calabar Golf 
Club in Calabar.

Speaking shortly 
after the ceremonial 
tee-off, the Deputy 

he Deputy TGovernor of 
Cross River 

State, Rt. Hon. 
Peter Odey, on 
Saturday 
performed the 
ceremonial tee-off 
at the 2026 

…Affirms State’s Status as One of Nigeria’s Safest 
Sub-Nationals
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investment, and 
commerce, adding 
that the state 
remains one of the 
safest sub-
nationals in the 
country.

In his remarks, the 
Flag Officer 
Commanding 
(FOC), Eastern 
Naval Command, 
Rear Admiral 
Chidozie Donald 
Okehie, 

reaffirmed the 
commitment of the 
Governor Otu-led 
administration, to 
sustaining cordial 
working 
relationships with 
security formations 
in the state. He 
noted that peace 
and security remain 
critical to the socio-
economic 
development of the 
state, particularly in 
tourism, 

security. He 
described the 
tournament as a 
commendable 
initiative that 
promotes not only 
physical fitness but 
also mental 
resilience, as well 
as stronger 
collaboration 
between security 
agencies and the 
state government.

Rt. Hon. Odey 
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thereby 
strengthening civil-
military 
cooperation in the 
state and beyond. 

Rear Admiral 
Okehie further 
disclosed that the 
Command has 
lined up additional 
sporting activities 
in the coming 
months, including 
a football 
tournament and 
regular basketball 
competitions, all 

provides a platform 
to deepen bonds of 
friendship and 
mutual respect 
between the Navy 
and civil community. 
According to him, 
beyond the physical 
benefits the 
tournament offers, 
he revealed that the 
golf tourney offer 
valuable networking 
opportunities that 
enable participants 
to interact and build 
meaningful 
relationships, 

emphasized the 
importance of 
physical fitness, 
mental resilience, 
and social 
engagement in 
enhancing the 
operational 
efficiency of naval 
personnel. 

He appreciated the 
presence of the 
Deputy Governor 
and other 
dignitaries, stating 
that the 
tournament 
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military and the 
civil community in 
the State.

The event, which 
attracted senior 
military officers, 
government 
officials, and golf 
enthusiasts, 
featured 
competitive rounds 
of golf, networking 
sessions, and 
social 
engagements.

discipline, 
camaraderie, and 
sportsmanship 
among military and 
civilian golfers.

He commended the 
Eastern Naval 
Command for its 
continued support 
and sponsorship, 
noting that the 
partnership has 
strengthened both 
the game of golf 
and the cordial 
relationship 
between the 

aimed at fostering 
teamwork, 
discipline, and 
esprit de corps 
among personnel.

Delivering his 
goodwill message, 
the Captain of the 
Calabar Golf Club, 
Engr. Bassey 
Nkposong, 
described the 
tournament as a 
symbol of shared 
commitment to 
healthy 
competition, 
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Gov. Otu Commissions Unicross 
Fitness Centre

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

Governor at the 
event held on 
Monday, February 
23, 2026, the 
Honourable 
Commissioner for 
Education, Senator 
Professor Stephen 
Odey, formally 
performed the 

Cross River State, 
reaffirming his 
administration’s 
commitment to 
promoting holistic 
education and 
healthy living within 
tertiary institutions.

Representing the 

he Cross TRiver State 
Governor 

Senator Dr. Bassey 
Edet Otu has 
officially 
commissioned the 
newly established 
Fitness Centre at 
the University of 

By Patricia Ogbeche 
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support remain 
invaluable to her 
administration.
Professor Bassey 
emphasized the 
importance of 
physical fitness to 
overall human 
development, 
stating that the 
establishment of 
the Fitness Centre 
within the 
university premises 
was motivated by 
the need to 

the Commissioner 
and his entourage, 
expressing profound 
appreciation for 
honoring the 
institution’s 
invitation. She 
described the 
Commissioner as an 
experienced 
academic who 
understands the 
dynamics of the 
education system, 
noting that his 
guidance and 

commissioning 
ceremony in the 
presence of the 
university 
management, 
Ministry of 
Education officials, 
staff, and 
students.

In her welcome 
address, the Vice 
Chancellor of 
UNICROSS, 
Francisca Bassey, 
warmly received 
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significantly to the 
physical and 
mental well-being 
of the academic 
community.

On behalf of 
Governor Bassey 
Otu, the 
Commissioner 
officially 
commissioned the 
Fitness Centre, 
declaring it open 
for use.

Following the 
ceremony, the 
Commissioner 
toured several 

thoughtfulness in 
establishing a well-
equipped and 
furnished 
gymnasium. He 
expressed 
satisfaction with the 
initiative, noting 
that such 
infrastructure 
contributes 

promote healthy 
living among staff 
and students.

In his remarks, 
Senator Professor 
Stephen Odey 
commended the 
university 
management for 
the foresight and 
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at the event 
included the 
Deputy Vice 
Chancellor 
(Academic), 
Professor Stella 

Production 
Department, and 
the Human Kinetics 
Gym.

Dignitaries present 

facilities within the 
institution, 
including the New 
Café, the Visual 
Arts Department, 
the Wood 
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marks another 
milestone in the 
university’s drive 
toward fostering 
academic 
excellence, 
innovation, and 
the overall well-
being of its 
community.

(Director, ERC); Mr. 
Cyril Itam (Director, 
Special Duties); 
Mrs. Theresa Inaku 
(Director, Schools); 
and Mr. Asuquo 
Amaku (Director, 
Exams and 
Certificates), 
alongside 
management staff 
of the university 
and the Ministry of 
Education.

The commissioning 

Maris-Okey; 
Deputy Vice 
Chancellor 
(Administration), 
Professor Thomas 
Ojikpong; the 
Registrar, Dr. 
Catherine Osai; 
the University 
Librarian, Dr. 
Victoria Iyishu; 
and the Bursar, Mr. 
Wilson Aniyom.
Also in attendance 
were Dr. Moses 
Agboreyo 
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Mission For Vision Seeks CRSG'S 
Support To Expand Eye Clinic 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

courtesy visit to 
the Honourable 
Commissioner for 
Information,Cross 
River State,Dr 
Erasmus Ekpang,in 
his office in 
Calabar,the 
Programme 
Manager of 

intervene in their 
equipment and 
Infrastructural 
needs to enable 
them to expand and 
upgrade the  
current Eye Clinic to 
a full Eye Hospital.

Speaking during a 

he Mission Tfor Vision 
Eye Centre 

operating under 
the auspices of the  
Tulsi Chanrai 
Foundation has 
appealed to the 
Cross River State 
Government to 

By Benedict Okache
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"One of our 
biggest problem is 
Power supply 
which is not 
regular.The small 
generator we rely 
on for alternative 
power source can 
only carry lighting 
points.It can not 
our testing 
machines and Air 
Conditioners which 
are very critical to 
our 
operations",the 

State,emphasizing 
available facilities 
are already over 
stretched.

"Currently,we are 
daily inundated with 
one eye challenge 
to another.In a 
week,we attend to 
over five hundred 
patients, including 
referrals,Mr 
Sylvester pointed 
out,adding that 
there is an urgent 
need for expansion.

Mission for 
Vision,Tulsi 
Chanrai 
Foundation,Mr 
Richard 
Silvestre,said the 
appeal for support 
is predicated on 
the huge turn out 
of Eye Patients 
from across the 
Eighteen Local 
Government Areas 
of the State as 
well as from 
South-South and 
South East 
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Government to 
expedite action in 
the renovation of 
the newly 
allocated 
residential 
accommodation,str
essing that they 
have living at the 
mercy of a former 
Commissioner for 
Health who has 
continued to 
extend the quit 
notices.

Lands and the office 
of the Surveyor 
General of the State 
saved them from 
been thrown out of 
their current 
residence 
provided during the 
Governor Donald 
Duke led 
administration who 
brought the 
Foundation into the 
State.

He urged the State 

Mission for Vision 
Programme 
Manager quipped

Mr Richard 
Silvestre lauded 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu for 
placing high 
premium on health 
matters, 
acknowledging the 
Governor's 
intervention 
through the 
Commissioner for 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

purview the matter 
directly under.

The Information 
Commissioner 
applauded the 
Mission for Vision 
team,stating that 
they wilk work 
together to initiate 
an outreache in his 
constituency for 
the benefits of 
those with eye 
problems.

a passionate 
advocate for health 
and a healthy 
society.

Dr Ekpang said the 
Mission for Vision 
initiatives is one 
which Governor Otu 
will never hesitate 
to work 
with,promising to 
interface with the 
Commissioner for 
Health,Dr Egbe 
Syuk,under whose 

In his remarks,the 
Cross River State 
Commissioner for 
Information,Dr 
Erasmus Ekpang 
commended the 
Mission for Vision 
Programme in the 
State,noting that 
over the last 
twenty years,they 
have
touched the lives 
of many 
families,assuring 
Governanor Otu is 
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A Civil Servant Should not be Desperate to 
Become Rich Overnight, Learn to Grow, 
Don't Blow - Bong Duke

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

Calabar.

Mr. Duke reiterated 
that the life of a 
Civil Servant is 
different from that 
of a business 
person, as Civil 
Servants are  
characterized by 
patience, honesty, 
respectfulness, 
adding that the 
Service inculcate 
dignity and 
containment at 
different levels. He 
acknowledged the 

blow in wealth.

He gave the advice 
during a send-forth 
ceremony organized 
by the State Bureau 
of Statistics in 
honour of the 
immediate past 
State Statistician 
General, Dr 
Josephat Ogar and 
other retirees from 
the Bureau, at the 
State Planing 
Commission 
building, New 
Secretariat Complex 

he Vice TChairman, 
Chief 

Executive Officer, 
Cross River State 
Planning 
Commission, 
Pastor Dr. Bong 
Duke has charged 
Civil Servants in 
the State not to be 
desperate to 
become rich 
overnight, but 
should learn to 
grow by their 
years in the 
service and not to 

By Iloke Egbe 
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Ekedor Edet 
informed that the 
celebration was to 
honour visionaries 
and professionals 
whose 
commitment, 
discipline, and 
intellectual 
leadership
shaped the 
statistical 

structures and the 
bureaucratic 
process and called 
on serving Civil 
Servants to emulate 
the good examples 
from the retirees.

Earlier, the Acting 
Director, Statistics, 
State Bureau of 
Statistics Mrs. 

quality 
contributions of Dr 
Josephat Ogar and 
other retirees to 
the Bureau of 
Statistics and 
Cross River State 
at large through 
the preservation of 
the State heritage, 
integrity, 
administrative 
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rigor, enhanced 
inter-agency 
coordination, and 
improved the 
visibility of official 
statistics within 
policy cycles, 
adding that he 
consolidated 
structures and 
elevated 
operational 
standards while 
acknowledging the 
support of the 
State Planing 
Commission to the 
Bureau.

In his comment, 
the Permanent 
Secretary, State 
Planning 
Commission, Mr. 

credibility by
establishing 
systems, build 
capacities, and 
embedded 
statistical culture 
within Government 
processes which 
required courage 
and oversight. 

Mrs. Edet 
acknowledged the 
immediate past 
Statistics General, 
Dr Josephat Ogar 
who strengthened 
and expanded the 
foundation already 
established through 
stewardship, and 
deepened the 
Bureau 
methodological 

architecture of 
Cross-River State 
and the ceremony 
is also in 
recognition of the 
legacies of the first 
Statistician-
General, Mr. 
Solomon Itam 
Ettah who laid the 
foundation upon 
which the bureau 
stands today, at a 
time when 
institutional 
structures were 
still evolving.

She admitted that 
Mr Ettah provided 
direction, 
administrative 
clarity, and 
professional 
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State Statistician 
General, Dr 
Josephat Ogar, 
others are Mrs. 
Felicia Apia, Mr. 
Akpi Unwanade, 
Mr. Raphael Enok 
and Mr. David 
Ugah who all 
retired from the 
State Bureau of 
Statistic at 
different times.

of the retirees 
citations, goodwill 
message from 
MIDC, presentation 
of gifts and a vote 
of thanks by the 
immediate past 
State Statistician 
General Dr. 
Josephat Ogar on 
behalf of the 
retirees. The 
retirees were the 
first State 
Statistician General, 
Mr. Solomon Itam 
Ettah, the 
immediate past 

Kingsley Ndem 
Eyibio expressed 
satisfaction with 
the thoughtfulness 
by the Acting 
Director Statistics 
in the Bureau, 
adding that the 
immediate past 
Statistician General 
and the retired 
Staff demonstrated 
patriotism during 
their active service 
to the State.

Highlights of the 
event was reading 
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Cross River: Best Congress Ever Conducted, 
Congress Committee Chair Declares
Ikom Claim Unfounded

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

conducted 
between February 
18 and 21, Yarnap 
described the 
congress as a 
model of 
transparency, 
discipline and 
unity. “Since we 
arrived on the 17th 
and monitored the 
ward congress on 
the 18th through 

conducted exercise 
in the country, 
emphatically 
dismissing claims 
that the process did 
not hold in Ikom 
Local Government 
Area.

Addressing 
journalists in 
Calabar at the close 
of the exercise 

he Chairman Tof the State 
Congress 

Committee, Mr. 
Samuel Yarnap, 
has declared the 
just-concluded 
ward and local 
government 
congresses in 
Cross River State 
as the most 
peaceful and best 

Blessing Enagu 
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structures, noting 
that party 
members across 
the 18 local 
government areas 
conducted 
themselves with 
loyalty and 
decorum. “It has 
been very 
peaceful. The 
party members 
have shown 
uncommon 
coordination and 

ever conducted in 
the entire country.”
He stressed that the 
exercise was devoid 
of rancour, violence 
or parallel 

to the local 
government 
congress, what we 
have witnessed,” 
he said, “might be 
the best congress 
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and purposeful. 
“The exercise has 
been very smooth 
and peaceful,” he 
affirmed. “There 
were no hitches or 
problems 
anywhere at all.” 
He further 
emphasized that 
the unity displayed 
by party faithful 
reflected a shared 
commitment to 
national political 
objectives. “You 
can see that all our 
party members are 
peaceful. The 
officials who 
witnessed it are 
very satisfied with 
the exercise.”

at all,” Yarnap 
disclosed, adding 
that the atmosphere 
of peace in the 
state under 
Governor Senator 
Bassey Edet Otu 
significantly 
contributed to the 
success of the 
exercise. “We have 
a peaceful, God-
fearing governor, 
and the people love 
him. That spirit was 
evident 
everywhere.”

Governor Otu, who 
monitored the 
proceedings, 
described the 
congress as smooth 

support. We are 
impressed, and I 
am very sure the 
National Chairman 
is equally proud,” 
Yarnap stated, 
revealing that real-
time updates and 
video evidence 
were forwarded to 
the national 
leadership.

According to him, 
the response from 
Abuja was both 
reassuring and 
celebratory. “He 
responded to us 
that he is proud 
and happy that 
Cross River State 
did not disappoint 
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general consensus 
across the state, 
where observers 
and participants 
alike have hailed 
the exercise as 
free, fair and 
transparent. They 
described the 
allegation as 
isolated and 
inconsistent with 
verifiable evidence 
on ground.
As Mr. Samuel 
Yarnap succinctly 
put it, “This is the 
best congress 
ever".

peacefully. “The 
congress held in 
Ikom like every 
other local 
government,” a 
senior party source 
asserted. “To 
suggest otherwise is 
to disregard 
documented facts 
and the testimony 
of those who 
participated.”

Yarnap himself 
reaffirmed the 
comprehensiveness 
of the oversight 
process. “We went 
round before 
concluding. What 
we have seen is 
transparency and 
order,” he said 
firmly. “Cross River 
State has conducted 
the best congress. 
It was peaceful, 
coordinated and 
credible.”

Party leaders 
maintained that the 
claim that the 
congress did not 
hold in Ikom does 
not reflect the 

Against this 
backdrop of 
overwhelming 
commendation, 
claims by the 
Chairman of Ikom 
Local Government 
Area, Mrs. Mercy 
Nsor, alleging that 
the congress did 
not hold in Ikom, 
were strongly 
deprecated and 
categorically 
dismissed by party 
officials and 
members of the 
monitoring 
committee.

Multiple party 
stakeholders and 
accredited 
delegates from 
Ikom confirmed 
that the congress 
was duly 
conducted in line 
with approved 
guidelines. 
Attendance 
registers were 
completed, officials 
were present, and 
voting processes 
were carried out 
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Bansara Community Set for Agric 
Boost as SPIN Project Takes Off 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

(FPMU) of the 
SPIN Project to 
Cross River State.

The federal 
delegation, led by 
the Head of 
Technical Unit on 
Irrigation and 
Drainage, Engr. 
Mrs. Hauwa 
Sadique, 
conducted a 

Sustainable Power 
and Irrigation for 
Nigeria (SPIN) 
Project.

This development 
follows the 
successful 
conclusion of a 
technical verification 
visit by the Federal 
Project 
Management Unit 

ansara BCommunity, 
located 

within the Ogoja 
rice belt of Cross 
River State, is 
poised for a major 
agricultural 
transformation 
through flood 
control and 
irrigation farming 
under the 

Bansara Rice Set for Agro Boost with Flood Control 
and Irrigation Farming starting soon 
Blessing Enagu 
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Ndifon Agbiji, 
presented detailed 
engineering 
designs outlining 
the proposed 
layout and key 
infrastructure 
components. The 
presentation 
facilitated in-depth 
technical 
discussions on 
feasibility, scope, 
and 
implementation 
requirements.

comprehensive 
assessment of the 
proposed site to 
ascertain its 
technical feasibility 
and provide 
implementation 
recommendations.

At the project 
location, the State 
Project 
Coordinator, Engr. 
Mrs. Justina Ulafor, 
guided the 
delegation across 

the expansive 
farmland spanning 
approximately 630 
hectares. The site is 
naturally supported 
by River Ayar, which 
is expected to serve 
as a sustainable 
water source for the 
planned irrigation 
infrastructure, 
enabling year-round 
farming activities.

The State Project 
Engineer, Engr. Dr. 
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irrigation scheme.

Speaking on behalf 
of the community, 
Elder Simon Ebi 
expressed 
appreciation to 
both the Federal 
and State 
Governments for 
selecting Bansara 
as a beneficiary of 
the project. He 
noted that as a 
predominantly 
rice-producing 
community, 
irrigation-enabled 
all-season farming 
would significantly 
increase yields and 
improve household 
incomes.

The Youth Leader, 
Mr. Anthony 
Awum, pledged 
the full 
cooperation of the 
youths, assuring 
the team of 
adequate security 
and a conducive 
working 
environment for 
personnel 
deployed to the 

Beyond the 
physical site 
inspection, the 
delegation 
engaged 
extensively with 
community 
stakeholders, 
including the 
Council of Chiefs, 
youth and women 
leaders, and the 
Water Users 
Association (WUA), 

which was 
constituted in 
accordance with 
project guidelines. 
The interactions 
highlighted the 
community’s 
preparedness and 
institutional 
structures 
necessary to 
support effective 
implementation and 
long-term 
management of the 
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of addressing 
challenges such as 
flooding and 
drought, Mrs. 
Mogbor, however, 
raised concerns 
regarding limited 
market access for 
rice, input supply 
constraints, and 
inadequate access 
to finance. She 
appealed to 
government 
authorities to 
integrate market 
linkages and 
broader value 
chain 
considerations into 
the project 
framework, while 
reaffirming the 
community’s 
commitment to the 
project’s success.

In her response, 
Engr. Mrs. Hauwa 
Sadique expressed 
satisfaction with 
the level of 
organization and 
preparedness 
demonstrated by 
the community. 
She emphasized 

site.

The WUA Desk 
Officer, Barr. Mrs. 
Theresa Mogbor, 
commended His 
Excellency, Senator 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu, for his 
deliberate and 
people-oriented 
agricultural 
programmes. She 

also appreciated the 
Honourable 
Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Hon. 
Johnson Ebokpo, for 
his dedication in 
advancing the 
state’s agricultural 
mandate.

Describing the SPIN 
Project as a timely 
intervention capable 
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marking the start 
of a new phase of 
agricultural 
growth, resilience, 
and sustainability 
for Bansara and 
the entire Ogoja 
rice belt.

that firsthand site 
verification is 
essential for 
accurate technical 
reporting and 
informed decision-
making at the 
federal level. She 
further assured 
stakeholders that 
the project would 
enhance 
livelihoods, 
stimulate 
economic growth, 

and significantly 
boost agricultural 
productivity in 
Bansara and its 
surrounding 
communities.

With the technical 
verification 
successfully 
concluded, 
preliminary steps 
toward project 
commencement are 
set to begin, 
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NIPR Emerges Global Public Relations 
Association of the Year

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

strategic 
communication 
advocacy, and its 
reform-driven 
agenda 
repositioning 
public relations as 
a strategic driver 
of national 
development.

Reacting to the 
announcement, 
the NIPR Ag. 
President, Prof. 
Emmanuel 
Dandaura 
described the 
recognition as “a 
defining global 
endorsement of 

he Nigerian TInstitute of 
Public 

Relations (NIPR) 
has been named 
the winner of the 
Global Public 
Relations 
Association of the 
Year at the World 
Public Relations 
and 
Communication 
Awards 2025, 
organised by the 
Global Alliance for 
Public Relations 
and 
Communication 
Management.

The announcement 
was made in Lisbon, 
Portugal today, 19th 
February, 2026, 
following a highly 
competitive process 
that attracted 89 
entries from 19 
countries across the 
world.

The award 
recognises NIPR’s 
outstanding 
leadership in 
professional 
regulation, 
reputation 
governance, ethical 
standards 
enforcement, 
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recognising 
innovation, impact, 
ethics, and 
professional 
advancement 
across industries 
and regions.

The formal 
presentation of 
trophies will take 
place during the 
Global Alliance 
World Public 
Relations Forum 
(WPRF) 2026 
scheduled for 15th 
- 21st November, 
2026 in Abuja, 
Nigeria.

Nigerian 
professionalism 
and excellence in 
public relations”.

“This is not just a 
trophy. It is 
evidence that 
disciplined reform 
and institutional 
courage yield 
results. Nigeria is 
no longer 
observing global 
reputation 
conversations from 
the sidelines, we 
are influencing 
them,” he stated.

Prof. Dandaura 
extolled the NIPR 
President, Dr. Ike 
Neliaku, for what 
he described as 
purposeful and 
visionary 
leadership that has 
repositioned the 
Institute for 
greater national 
relevance and 
stronger 
international 
visibility.

The Ag. President 

also congratulated 
Chain Reactions, a 
member-agency of 
NIPR, for emerging 
Winner in the 
“Internal 
Communication 
Campaign” 
category, with their 
‘Next Era of 
Happiness: 
Managing Change 
and Employee’ 
entry.

He acknowledged 
the contributions of 
past leaders who 
laid the institutional 
foundation, current 
Council Members 
who have sustained 
the reforms 
momentum, and 
the young 
professionals across 
the country who 
represent the future 
of strategic 
communication.

The Global Alliance 
Awards celebrate 
excellence in public 
relations and 
communication 
worldwide, 
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Building a Future-Ready Institute: 
Dandaura Mobilises Chapters to 
upscale Reforms

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

strengthen 
efficiency, 
accountability and 
synergy between 
the chapters and 
the national 
body.”

He described 
Chapter PROs as 
more than 
communicators, 
they are 
custodians of 
reputation and 
architects of 
perception at the 
grassroots. 
Entrusted with 
designing and 
executing 
communication 
strategies, 
managing 
stakeholder 
relations, 
engaging the 
media and 
shaping public 
confidence, they 

n a clear Isignal that the 
Nigerian 

Institute of Public 
Relations (NIPR) 
is entering a new 
phase of 
institutional 
reform, the Acting 
President, Prof. 
Emmanuel Samu 
Dandaura, has 
charged Chapter 
Public Relations 
Officers (PROs) 
and Assistant 
Secretaries to 
embrace a more 
strategic and 
transformative 
role in the 
Institute’s 
evolving 
administrative 
architecture.

Addressing 
officers from state 
chapters during a 
virtual 

engagement on 
Wednesday, Prof. 
Dandaura framed 
their 
responsibilities not 
as routine 
functions but as 
levers of 
institutional 
renewal. 

He anchored his 
remarks on Bye-
Law No. 2 of 1992, 
as amended in 
2024, describing 
the amendment as 
a deliberate 
recalibration 
designed to align 
chapter operations 
with the Institute’s 
national reform 
agenda.

“The bye-law was 
not amended for 
formality,” he 
stressed. “It was 
refined to 
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swift screening of 
membership 
applications and 
strengthening the 
Institute’s digital 
footprint across 
chapters.

Prof. Dandaura 
reaffirmed that 
the leadership of 
NIPR, under the 
President Dr. Ike 
Neliaku, remains 
committed to 
supporting 
chapters as 
indispensable 
stakeholders in 
the Institute’s 
growth trajectory.

In his remarks, 
Registrar Chief 
Uzoma 
Onyegbadue 
commended 
chapters that 
have embraced 
the digitisation 
process and 
encouraged 
others to 
accelerate their 
alignment with 
the Institute’s 
evolving systems.

stand at the 
frontline of 
projecting the 
Institute’s values 
and credibility.

Prof. Dandaura 
urged chapters to 
maximise digital 
platforms as 
instruments of 
integration rather 
than isolated 
publicity 
channels. Cross-
posting activities, 
learning from 
sister chapters 
and amplifying 
local initiatives 
nationally, he 
said, would 
deepen 
professional 
cohesion and 
institutional 
identity.

The reform 
thrust, however, 
extends beyond 
communication. 
The Acting 
President 
highlighted the 
strategic 
redesignation of 

the Assistant 
Secretary as the 
Officer in Charge 
of ICT at chapter 
level, a move he 
described as both 
symbolic and 
structural.

“This is a defining 
shift,” he noted. “It 
ensures that every 
chapter becomes a 
contributor to the 
Institute’s digital 
ecosystem, from 
membership 
processing to 
content 
development and 
data 
management.”

With NIPR 
migrating key 
services online in 
pursuit of greater 
efficiency and 
transparency, 
Assistant 
Secretaries now 
occupy a pivotal 
position in driving 
digitisation at the 
grassroots. Their 
responsibilities 
include facilitating 
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Officer of the Abia 
State Chapter, Mr. 
Promise Uzoma 
Okoro, described 
the meeting as a 
critical step 
toward 
strengthening 
collaboration and 
operational 
coherence across 
the Institute.

The engagement 
underscored a 
broader message: 
NIPR is not 
merely updating 
its processes, it is 
reimagining its 
institutional 
culture. Chapter 
officers are no 
longer peripheral 
actors; they are 

strategic nodes in 
a national network 
committed to 
professional 
excellence, digital 
integration and 
reputational 
leadership.

Responding on 
behalf of the 
chapters, the 
Public Relations 
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Tinubu Signs Executive Order To 
Protect Nigeria’s Oil & Gas Revenue

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

management fee 
on profit oil and 
profit gas. 
Previously, these 
deductions meant 
that a significant 
portion of the 
Federation’s oil 
revenue was 
being held back, 
despite existing 
funds being 
sufficient to cover 
NNPC’s 
operational 

resident PBola Tinubu 
has taken a 

major step to 
safeguard and 
enhance Nigeria’s 
oil and gas 
revenues by 
signing an 
Executive Order 
aimed at stopping 
wasteful 
spending, 
eliminating 
overlapping 

structures in the 
sector, and 
ensuring that 
resources are 
properly redirected 
for the benefit of 
Nigerians.

Under the new 
order, NNPC 
Limited will no 
longer collect the 
30% Frontier 
Exploration Fund 
nor the 30% 
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Revenue Service 
will oversee 
execution. The 
reforms take 
effect from 
February 13, 
2026, marking a 
new era of 
accountability, 
efficiency, and 
fairness in 
Nigeria’s oil and 
gas sector.

This Executive 
Order is more 
than a policy 
update — it’s a 
clear signal that 
Nigeria’s natural 
resources will 
now be managed 
with greater 
transparency, 
efficiency, and 
benefit to the 
people.

needs. From now 
on, all payments 
— including 
royalties, taxes, 
profit oil, profit 
gas, and even gas 
flare penalties — 
will go directly to 
the Federation 
Account, ensuring 
that federal, 
state, and local 
governments 
receive their 
rightful share.

The Executive 
Order addresses 
concerns over the 
PIA’s structure, 
which had 
created multiple 
overlapping 
deductions and 
allowed NNPC to 
influence costs 
while functioning 
as a commercial 
entity. By 
removing 
duplicative fees 
and funds, the 
government aims 
to increase 
transparency, 
reduce leakages, 
and reposition 

NNPC strictly as a 
commercial 
operator.

President Tinubu 
emphasized that 
the reforms are 
urgently needed to 
support national 
budgeting, debt 
sustainability, 
economic stability, 
and social 
development, 
particularly in 
areas like security, 
education, 
healthcare, and 
energy transition 
projects. He also 
approved a review 
of the Petroleum 
Industry Act (PIA) 
in consultation 
with stakeholders 
to address 
structural and 
fiscal anomalies.

To ensure proper 
implementation, a 
committee 
composed of 
ministers, NNPC 
representatives, 
the Budget Office, 
and the Nigeria 



RE: RESPONSE OF THE CROSS RIVER STATE ECONOMIC 
INTELLIGENCE TEAM (CREIT) TO THE STATEMENT BY 
RMAFC ON THE IATC REPORT ON VERIFICATION OF 
DISPUTED CRUDE OIL AND GAS COORDINATES:

ATTENTION: 

DR M. B SHEHU 
CHAIRMAN REVENUE MOBILISATION ALLOCATION AND 
FISCAL COMMISSION. 

Dear Sir,

The Cross River State Economic Intelligence Team (CREIT) acknowledges the 
public statement issued by the Revenue Mobilisation Allocation and Fiscal 
Commission (RMAFC) concerning the report of the Inter-Agency Technical 
Committee (IATC) on the verification of crude oil and gas well coordinates 
between oil-producing states. 

While we respect institutional processes, we consider it necessary, in the 
overriding national interest, to place the following observations, objections, 
and expectations on record.

1. STATUS OF THE IATC REPORT AS a PUBLIC DOCUMENTS OF NATIONAL 
SECURITY IMPORTANCE:

The IATC exercise was a presidentially mandated inter-agency verification 
mission involving statutory technical institutions and state actors. The field 
verification, plotting, and reconciliation of wellheads and reservoir coordinates 
constitute national technical intelligence with direct implications for revenue 
derivation, maritime boundary security, and Nigeria’s offshore resource 
governance. 

Accordingly, the IATC Report is not a routine internal memo but a public 
document of national security relevance. Characterising it as “speculative” or 
merely “draft” undermines the credibility of the inter-agency process and 



weakens public confidence in transparent governance.

2. SCIENTIFIC PLOTTING AND EVIDENTIARY OUTCOMES:

The plotting of 239 crude oil and gas wellheads and coordinates on the most 
accurate and current scientific base maps of Nigeria, using geodetic, 
hydrographic, and reservoir system references, produced clear, visible, and 
verifiable outcomes already contained in the IATC Report. 

These outcomes demonstrate reservoir continuity, spatial attribution of 
wellheads, and the precise location of crude and gas accumulations within the 
maritime territory of Cross River State. These findings are evidence-based and 
cannot be displaced by administrative re-characterisation or procedural delays.

3. PROTECTION OF NATIONAL MARITIME BOUNDARY SECURITY AND 
STRATEGIC NAVIGATION CHANNELS:

The Cross River Estuary, adjoining offshore maritime spaces, and the unceded 
body of water at the estuarine mouth constitute strategic national maritime 
corridors for navigation, maritime security operations, and continental shelf 
entitlements.

 Any attempt to alter, dilute, or administratively manipulate the technical 
findings of the IATC poses grave national security risks, including the 
compromise of Nigeria’s maritime boundary integrity, exposure of sensitive 
hydrographic and navigation channels, and the weakening of Nigeria’s 
strategic posture in the Gulf of Guinea.

4. PROTECTION OF ONSHORE AND OFFSHORE WELLHEADS AND RESERVOIR 
COORDINATES WITHIN CROSS RIVER STATE MARITIME TERRITORY:

The onshore and offshore wellheads and reservoir systems identified within 
Cross River State’s maritime territory are critical national assets. These include 
reservoirs within the Calabar Estuaries, the Calabar Geological Flank, and 
formations linked to the Niger Delta petroleum system. CREIT emphasises that 
the protection of these coordinates is not merely a revenue issue but a matter 
of sovereign resource security, investment certainty, and national upstream 
petroleum governance.

5. OBJECTION TO POST-FACTO ADMINISTRATIVE INFLUENCE BY HEAFS OF 
FEDERAL AGENCIES,WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:



While RMAFC, NBC, and OSGOF are statutory institutions with defined 
mandates, CREIT strongly objects to any attempt by the leadership of these 
agencies to influence, alter, dilute, or reframe the technical outcomes of the 
IATC after the conclusion of field verification and scientific plotting.

These agencies were represented within the IATC process. The integrity of the 
inter-agency framework requires that the Committee’s technical findings stand 
on their own merit and are not subjected to post-facto administrative 
gatekeeping by the same institutions whose historical omissions necessitated 
this extraordinary inter-agency verification exercise.

6. INTERFERENCE AT THE IATC PLENARY OF 26 January 2025:

We wish to formally draw the attention of the Chairman of the Revenue 
Mobilisation Allocation and Fiscal Commission to the plenary session of 26 
January 2025, at which a letter from the Chairman of the National Boundary 
Commission (NBC) was tabled, purporting to direct the Chairman of the IATC 
to compel the Committee to adopt a particular obsolete 2008 Oil Dichotomy 
Variant Map for the plotting of newly verified crude oil and gas coordinates 
within the Cross River State maritime territory. 

The Chairman is respectfully invited to note that, on that date and in his 
presence, the Cross River State Economic Intelligence Team (EIT), alongside 
the Office of the Attorney-General of Ondo State, formally objected to this 
attempted interference.

 These objections were supported by documentary evidence, including NBC 
correspondence of 2024 addressed to Cross River State and OSGOF 
correspondence of 2024, both of which discredited the continued use and 
technical validity of the 2008 map. 

The subsequent attempts by the leadership of NBC and OSGOF to impose a 
predetermined cartographic outcome, in spite of the national maritime security 
implications and strategic risks involved, amount to an improper encroachment 
on the technical independence of the IATC.

 The Chairman is accordingly urged to ensure that the Committee’s scientific 
findings are protected from such interference and that this matter is clearly 
communicated to Mr President as part of the final transmission of the Report.

7. OUTSTANDING 2024 INTER-AGENCY REPORT AND THE HEIGHTENED 
NATIONAL SECURITY STAKES OF THE 2025 EXERCISE:



CREIT respectfully requests the Chairman of RMAFC to note that in May 2024, 
a similar inter-agency verification exercise reportedly recommended the 
attribution of 67 oil wells to Cross River State. To date, the Commission is yet 
to deliberate upon or transmit that report to Mr President for executive 
consideration. 

The 2025 IATC Report, however, carries even more profound national 
maritime security implications for Nigeria and the Cross River Estuary than a 
mere question of oil well attribution. In view of the cumulative national 
interest involved, CREIT counts on the Chairman’s understanding and 
leadership to ensure that both the 2024 and 2025 reports are transmitted to 
Mr President without further delay.

8. DUE PROCESS AND IMMEDIATE TRANSMISSION TO MR PRESIDENT:
CREIT maintains that due process, in this context, is best served by the 
immediate transmission of the IATC Report to Mr President, together with any 
minority observations or technical reservations as annexes, rather than 
withholding, reworking, or sanitising the core findings. 

The President is constitutionally positioned to receive, evaluate, and direct 
further actions on matters with profound national security, fiscal federalism, 
and inter-state equity implications.

9. EXPECTATION OF OUTCOMES:

CREIT therefore expects that:
The IATC Report will be preserved in its original technical integrity;
The scientific plotting outcomes on the 239 verified coordinates will be upheld 
as the evidentiary baseline for attribution;

The national maritime security implications of the Cross River Estuary and 
adjoining offshore boundary spaces will be expressly recognised; and
The Report will be transmitted to Mr President without delay for executive 
consideration and appropriate constitutional action.

CONCLUSION:

Cross River State’s position is grounded not in sentiment but in science, 
verified coordinates, reservoir systems, and the overriding national interest.

The credibility of Nigeria’s inter-agency governance architecture depends on 



protecting technical truth from administrative dilution. The IATC Report 
represents a rare moment of evidence-based clarity in a historically 
contentious domain and must be preserved and transmitted in its full technical 
integrity.

Signed:
Rt Hon (Bar) John Gaul Lebo.
Bar. Abang Odok Ogar, Esq.
For:
Cross River State Economic Intelligence Team (CREIT) at IATC- 2025





CROSS RIVER INDIGENES DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION (CRIDA) – ABUJA 

OFFICIAL RESPONSE

RE: REPORT OF THE INTER-AGENCY COMMITTEE ON 
THE VERIFICATION OF COORDINATES OF DISPUTED 
CRUDE OIL AND GAS WELLS BETWEEN OIL 
PRODUCING STATES

The Cross River Indigenes Development Association (CRIDA), Abuja, 
wishes at the outset to express profound appreciation to His Excellency, 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, for his visionary leadership and decisive 
initiative in approving the constitution of an Inter-Agency Technical 
Committee on the Verification of Coordinates of Disputed Crude Oil and 
Gas Wells between Oil Producing States.

This bold step demonstrates Mr. President’s unwavering commitment to 
justice, scientific objectivity, national cohesion and the protection of 
Nigeria’s sovereign and maritime interests, particularly around the strategic 
Calabar estuary. By instituting a technical and evidence-based process, the 
President has reinforced confidence in constitutional governance and 
strengthened Nigeria’s capacity to assert full ownership of its maritime 
boundaries in accordance with law.

CRIDA also recognizes the institutional role of the Revenue Mobilisation 
Allocation and Fiscal Commission (RMAFC) as a participating member of 
the Inter-Agency Committee. However, we respectfully emphasize that 
RMAFC is only one of several agencies constituted under the presidential 
directive and does not possess overriding authority over the Technical 
Committee’s findings.

Given that the Committee was duly constituted by Mr. President, it is our 
considered position that the final technical report should be transmitted 
directly to him as the constituting authority. Any extended scrutiny, 
reinterpretation or procedural delay outside the original mandate risks 
creating institutional overreach and undermining the scientific integrity of 



the exercise.

CRIDA states unequivocally that we disagree with any delay in forwarding 
the Committee’s findings to the President of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria.

This matter transcends routine administration. It directly impacts:
 • The economic survival of Cross River State
 • The constitutional rights of its people
 • Nigeria’s maritime and territorial clarity
 • Fiscal justice among oil-producing states

The verification process has been conducted. The scientific coordinate 
exercise has been completed. The outcome has already entered public 
discourse. Cross Riverians are fully aware of the implications.

While we acknowledge the need for procedural compliance, we strongly 
maintain that:
 1. The verification exercise has been concluded on technical grounds.
 2. The findings are already widely known and discussed publicly.
 3. Prolonged bureaucratic handling at this stage may generate avoidable 
suspicion and erode public confidence.

In the spirit of national interest, transparency, and institutional integrity, 
CRIDA calls on the RMAFC and all committee members to:
 • Immediately transmit the report and its findings to Mr. President without 
further delay.
 • Ensure that the report is forwarded in its original, unaltered and 
scientifically validated form.
 • Refrain from any action capable of suggesting tailoring, dilution, 
reinterpretation or administrative modification of the Committee’s findings.

Cross Riverians will not accept any tailored outcome or administrative 
maneuver capable of distorting verified technical realities on ground. The 
sanctity of this process must be preserved.

We reiterate that transparency strengthens institutions. It reinforces public 
trust and affirms the credibility of Mr. President’s reform-driven leadership. 
Any unnecessary delay in transmission may inadvertently cast doubt on an 



initiative that was clearly conceived in good faith and national interest.

CRIDA therefore respectfully but firmly calls all relevant institutions to act 
strictly within their constitutional boundaries and adhere to truth, 
objectivity and procedural fidelity.

The people of Cross River State deserve justice.
Nigeria deserves transparency.
History demands accountability.

CRIDA remains vigilant and committed to protecting the collective interest 
of Cross Riverians within the framework of law, national unity, and respect 
for constituted authority.

Signed:

Chief Sankara Dickson Unung
President 
Cross River Indigenes Development Association (CRIDA) Abuja.
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Information Director Charges Staff 
on Professionalism

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

information 
officers held, 
Tuesday at the 
ministry’s 
conference room. 

Addressing the 
officers, the 
director 
expressed 
concern over the 
low number of 
news stories 
submitted for 
publication by 
some information 
officers. 

He noted that 
while some 
officers 
consistently file 
reports, others 
fail to do so, 

He further 
cautioned officers 
against over-
reliance on 
artificial 

he State TDirector of 
Information, 

Mr David Akate, 
has called on 
information 
officers to 
strengthen 
professionalism 
and improve 
news output to 

enhance effective 
dissemination of 
news and 
government 
activities to the 
public.

He made the call 
during an 
emergency 
meeting of 

By Rose Undie and Efiom Solomon
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

effective 
information 
management 
across ministries, 
departments and 
agencies.
The meeting 
reaffirmed the 
critical role of 
information 
officers in shaping 
public perception, 
safeguarding 
government 
image and 
ensuring accurate 
and timely 
dissemination of 
government 
policies, 
programmes and 
activities to the 
public.

intelligence in 
news writing, 
stressing that 
such tools should 
only serve as 
guides to support 
credible, 
dependable and 
timely reporting 
rather than 
replace 
professional 
input.

Also speaking 
during the 
meeting, Benedict 
Okache advised 
staff yet to 
receive their 
Weigh-In 
allowance  to 
submit their 
details for 
verification and 

necessary 
documentation. He 
also encouraged 
information officers 
to adopt 
professional news 
writing practices, 
including preparing 
pre-event stories 
ahead of major 
event coverage.

During the 
interative 
session,some 
information officers 
shared 
professional 
experiences,
 contributions and 
offered 
suggestions aimed 
at improving 
productivity, 
teamwork and 
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Lale, Lale: Nigeria Public 
Relations Week 2026

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

igeria Public Relations 

NWeek (NPRW) 2026 is 
poised to make a 

remarkable impact in Kaduna!

Tagged #CrocCity2026, this 
year’s edition will take place at 
the Umaru Musa Yar’adua 
Centre, Murtala Square from 
the 19th to the 25th of April 
2026.
 
With over 2,000 delegates 
expected, NPRW 2026 stands 
as one of Africa’s largest 
gatherings of PR professionals, 
a premier platform for 
networking, collaboration, and 
peer-to-peer learning.

Take advantage of the early 
bird registration, ending 28 
February 2026, by signing up 
today: 
https://nprweek.niprng.org.ng/
 
NPRW 2026 offers a rich lineup 

of workshops, masterclasses, 
panel sessions, and breakout 
discussions led by top industry 
experts. 

These sessions are curated to 
equip practitioners at every 
career stage with insights into 
emerging trends such as digital 
PR, AI in communication, crisis 
management, stakeholder 
engagement, and reputation 
management.
 
Why You Should Register?
✓ Early Bird Rate (until 28 
February 2026):
• N95,000 for members
• N135,000 for non-members
✓ Certificate of participation + 
MCDP certification
✓ 20% discount for the World 
Public Relations Forum (WPRF) 
2026
DON’T WAIT UNTIL PRICES GO 
UP.
Register. Represent. Be 
Counted.

#NPRW2026 Kaduna
#CrocCity
#Lalelale





















ALL
PROGRESSIVES
CONGRESS

Be A Part Of The Winning Party

Join the

APC PARTY
MEMBERSHIP

E-Registration Exercise

TO BE A CARD CARRYING 
MEMBER OF OUR PARTY

Requirements:

Must be 18+
Must Have Valid NIN

Old members MUST 
Revalidate their 
MEMBERSHIP 









Indiscriminate 

BUSH 
BURNING 
is still outlawed 

in Cross River State.

 Do not  indulge in indiscriminate bush 
burning. Avoid the wrath of Government.

CRSEMA 



Cally Air

ValueJet

Cally Air

MEN NR TE  OV

FO
G

Fly with Cally Air to:

LAGOS CALABAR ABUJA

Book Now On: www.flyvaluejet.com

15th October, 2025

Flights Commencement From
OPERATED BY 

For Enquiries 
Call Customer Care:

(+234)9125950403
(+234)9153823424
(+234)7047108136
01-4482998

Erasmus Ekpang
Commissioner For Information

Ministry of Information
Cross River State







Speed thrills 
But Kills. 

CROSS RIVER STATE SECTOR COMMAND

FRSC

Avoid 
Overspeeding: 

Always obey 
speed limits


