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To become a leading Nigerian State with

CROSS RIVER STATE

VISION STATEMENT

To project and protect the image of Government

and act as Chief Image Maker/Spokesman

for the State as well as supervision

of the State Media Organisation.

To be the best organ of the State

for the promotion of positive values,

its image and overall endowment to

Cross Riverians, Nigerians

and the Diaspora.

To utilize in harmony all apparatus

of government media to effectively

disseminate information, educate and

entertain the public, using the electronic,

print  media and interpersonal

communication channels.

VISION

Mission

prosperous, healthy and well educated citizens;

living in harmony with people  and nature, and pursuing

legitimate interest in freedom moderated by good governance.

MINISTERIAL MANDATE
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Gov. Otu Inspects Key Projects, Orders 
Faster Delivery Despite Heavy Rains

The Governor gave 
the directive on 
Wednesday during 
an inspection tour 
of ongoing road 
and drainage 
projects, including 
the Parliamentary 
Extension and the 
Cultural Centre, 
where he assessed 
the quality of work 
and reviewed 
progress at the 
various project 
sites.

Speaking after 
inspecting the 
Parliamentary 
Extension road, 
Governor Otu 
disclosed that he 
met with the 
contractor to 
ascertain his 
readiness to 
continue work 
despite the rainy 
season and urged 
him to expedite 
the project without 

pace of work 
despite persistent 
rainfall, reaffirming 
his administration’s 
commitment to 
delivering quality 
projects on 
schedule.

overnor 

GBassey Otu 
has directed 

contractors 
handling key 
infrastructure 
projects across the 
Calabar metropolis 
to accelerate the 

By Daniel Bebia



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2026

satisfaction with 
the level of work 
already completed, 
noting that 
residents of the 
area had 
responded 
positively to the 
project while 
assuring that 
government would 
address any 
genuine concerns 
raised by the 
community.

Governor Otu 
attributed the 
flooding being 
experienced in 
parts of the state 
to the growing 
impact of climate 
change, explaining 
that increasingly 
prolonged rainfall 
has significantly 
reduced the 
construction 
window available 
for road projects.

“It is very clear 
that climate 
change is affecting 
us. What used to 
be two distinct 

him strongly 
enough to complete 
the project. He has 
gone quite far, and 
from this point 
forward, we will 
continue to engage 
him to ensure the 
quality of the work 
is maintained,” the 
Governor said.

He expressed 

compromising 
quality.

“I came to see the 
contractor on site 
and ask him 
whether he was 
still ready to 
continue despite 
the rains, and he 
said yes. By next 
week, we should 
be able to mobilise 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2026

prolonged rainfall, 
adding that 
alternative 
chemical-based 
materials stronger 
than conventional 
asphalt are 
currently 
undergoing 
laboratory 

he stated.

The Governor 
revealed that the 
state government is 
exploring more 
resilient road 
construction 
materials capable of 
withstanding 

seasons now 
almost feels like 
one long rainy 
season, and that is 
creating serious 
challenges for road 
construction. But 
that will not stop 
us from delivering 
on our mandate,” 
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development, his 
administration has 
continued to 
prioritise security 
and agriculture as 
critical drivers of 
economic growth.

“We cannot stop 
building because 
of natural 
disasters. Where 
roads are 
damaged by heavy 
rains, we will 
repair them. Once 
we have 
favourable weather 
conditions, work 
will continue 
because our 
commitment is to 
deliver the 
dividends of good 
governance to our 
people,” the 
Governor affirmed.

evacuation of 
stormwater.

The Governor 
equally inspected 
the ongoing 
renovation of the 
Cultural Centre, 
expressing concern 
over delays in the 
execution of the 
project and 
directing the 
contractor to 
accelerate work to 
ensure the facility is 
completed within 
the revised timeline.

Describing his 
administration as 
people-centred, 
Governor Otu said 
opening up 
communities 
through road 
infrastructure 
remains one of the 
quickest ways of 
improving 
livelihoods and 
stimulating 
economic activities 
across the state. He 
added that, 
alongside 
infrastructure 

assessment.

“We have been 
carrying out 
research to see if 
we can get 
chemical 
substances that 
are more resilient 
and stronger than 
asphalt. Some are 
already in the 
laboratory because 
we must continue 
delivering durable 
infrastructure 
despite the 
changing weather 
conditions,” he 
said.

As part of the 
inspection, 
Governor Otu also 
visited major 
drainage channels 
across the 
metropolis to 
assess the causes 
of flooding, 
observing that 
some channels 
require expansion 
while others need 
comprehensive 
reconstruction to 
improve the 
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C'River Assembly Reaffirms Commitment to 
Stronger Legal Framework Against SGBV
….as Mrs Otu Visits them on Advocacy

protection for 
victims across the 
state.

The commitment 
was made by the 
Speaker of the 
Cross River State 
House of 
Assembly, Rt. Hon. 

prevention of 
Sexual and Gender-
Based Violence 
(SGBV), pledging to 
review existing 
laws, intensify 
legislative oversight 
and support policies 
that guarantee 
justice and 

he Cross TRiver State 
House of 

Assembly has 
reaffirmed its 
commitment to 
strengthening the 
legal and 
institutional 
framework for the 

By Itam Offor
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traditional rulers, 
faith-based 
organisations, civil 
society, the media 
and the general 
public.

Ayambem assured 
the delegation that 
the legislature 
would continue to 
discharge its 
constitutional 
responsibility by 
strengthening legal 
protections for 
victims, ensuring 
offenders are held 
accountable, 
intensifying 
oversight of 
relevant Ministries, 
Departments and 
Agencies, 
supporting 
improved 
budgetary 
allocations for 
SGBV interventions 
and promoting 
access to justice, 
rehabilitation and 
psychosocial 
support for 
survivors.

"The responsibility 

First Lady for her 
sustained advocacy 
and humanitarian 
interventions aimed 
at protecting 
women, children 
and other 
vulnerable groups, 
describing her 
efforts as a valuable 
contribution to 
promoting social 
justice and human 
dignity in Cross 
River State.

He noted that 
Sexual and Gender-
Based Violence 
remains a serious 
social challenge 
whose 
consequences 
extend beyond 
individual victims to 
families and 
communities, 
affecting peace, 
security and 
development. He 
stressed that 
confronting the 
menace requires 
collective action 
involving 
government 
institutions, 

Elvert Ayambem, 
while receiving the 
First Lady of Cross 
River State, Bishop 
Dr. Mrs. Eyoanwan 
Bassey Otu, 
Founder of 
Humanity Without 
Borders 
Empowerment 
Initiative, 
alongside 
representatives of 
the Nigerian 
Governors' 
Spouses Forum, 
the Ford 
Foundation, 
development 
partners and other 
stakeholders 
during a state-level 
advocacy visit to 
the Cross River 
State House of 
Assembly on 
preventing harmful 
social norms that 
perpetuate Sexual 
and Gender-Based 
Violence.

Welcoming the 
delegation to the 
People's House, 
the Speaker 
commended the 
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reinforcing the 
implementation of 
existing laws and 
considering 
legislative reforms 
that respond to 
emerging 
challenges.

She further 
emphasized that 
preventing Sexual 
and Gender-Based 
Violence is a public 
safety priority, a 
human rights 
obligation and an 
essential 
requirement for 
sustainable 
development, 
urging lawmakers 
to institutionalise 
policies that will 
protect vulnerable 
persons beyond 
political 
administrations.

legislature as an 
indispensable 
partner in 
addressing the root 
causes of Sexual 
and Gender-Based 
Violence.

She observed that 
the persistence of 
SGBV is driven not 
by the absence of 
laws but by weak 
implementation, 
harmful social 
norms, inadequate 
accountability and 
limited public 
confidence in 
institutions 
responsible for 
protecting survivors.

The First Lady 
called on the 
Assembly to deepen 
its legislative 
support by 
strengthening 
oversight of 
relevant agencies, 
ensuring adequate 
and sustained 
funding for 
prevention and 
survivor support 
programmes, 

of eliminating 
Sexual and 
Gender-Based 
Violence rests on 
all of us. Together, 
we can create 
safer communities 
where every 
person is treated 
with dignity and 
respect. The Cross 
River State House 
of Assembly 
remains ready to 
work with all 
partners in 
advancing this 
important cause 
and ensuring that 
our laws continue 
to protect the 
vulnerable," the 
Speaker said.

Earlier, the First 
Lady of Cross River 
State, Bishop Dr. 
Mrs. Eyoanwan 
Bassey Otu, 
expressed 
appreciation to the 
Speaker and 
members of the 
Assembly for 
receiving the 
advocacy team, 
describing the 
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Cross River Government Hails ECEWS 
Solar Power Donation to Strengthen 
Health Services

The commendation 
was made by the 
State 
Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Henry 
Egbe Ayuk, 
Tuesday, while 
receiving the solar 
power equipment 

health facilities 
providing health 
and HIV services 
across the state, 
describing the 
intervention as a 
major boost to 
healthcare delivery 
and service 
sustainability.

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has commended 
the Excellence 
Community 
Education Welfare 
Scheme (ECEWS) 
for donating solar 
power systems to 

By Kingsley Agim 
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remains critical to 
effective 
healthcare 
delivery, 
particularly for 
laboratory 
services, drug 
storage, and 
patient care, 

healthcare facilities 
and demonstrates a 
genuine 
commitment to the 
health of our 
people.”

He noted that 
reliable electricity 

on behalf of the 
state government.

Dr. Ayuk expressed 
appreciation to 
ECEWS for what 
he described as a 
timely and 
impactful 
intervention that 
would significantly 
improve service 
delivery in 
beneficiary 
facilities.

“This intervention, 
which the State 
Government is 
very appreciative 
of, further 
strengthens our 
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said. “Today, we 
have stable 
partnerships 
because the 
government has 
created an 
atmosphere that 
encourages 
collaboration.”

He assured that 
the Ministry of 
Health would 
ensure strict 
supervision, proper 
deployment, and 
maintenance of 

created by Governor 
Bassey Otu’s 
administration, 
which he said has 
strengthened 
collaboration and 
restored trust in the 
health sector.

“Before this 
administration came 
on board, partners 
were leaving in 
droves because the 
environment was 
not conducive,” he 

adding that the 
solar installation 
would significantly 
enhance 
operational 
efficiency across 
supported 
facilities.

Dr. Ayuk attributed 
the increasing 
confidence of 
development 
partners in Cross 
River State to the 
enabling 
environment 
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Felicity lithium 
battery, one 10KVA 
Felicity inverter, six 
200Ah 12V Felicity 
gel batteries, and 
five 7.5KVA Felicity 
lithium batteries, 
deployed across 
selected health 
facilities based on 
their energy 
requirements.

Explaining the 
distribution of the 
solar power 
systems, Dr. 

organisation’s Chief 
Executive Officer, 
Dr. Andy Ayo, as 
part of efforts to 
strengthen HIV 
service delivery and 
ensure sustainability 
of health 
programmes in the 
state.

Dr. Umana disclosed 
that the 
intervention 
included 60 units of 
600W bifacial solar 
panels, one 10KVA 

the solar systems 
to guarantee 
maximum impact 
and long-term 
sustainability 
across all 
beneficiary 
facilities.

Presenting the 
solar systems, the 
State Director of 
ECEWS, Dr. Joe 
Umana, said the 
intervention was 
implemented on 
behalf of the 
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Lutheran Hospital, 
Akpet Central 
Cottage Hospital 
and Ikang Primary 
Health Centre each 
will benefit from 
upgraded 5KVA 

10KVA inverter and 
10KW lithium 
battery system, 
while Ogoja Catholic 
Maternity Hospital, 
Ogoja General 
Hospital, Yala 

Umana informed 
that Sacred Heart 
Catholic Hospital 
Obudu will receive 
a complete solar 
overhaul 
comprising a 
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thereby 
strengthening the 
resilience of 
healthcare delivery 
across the state.

solar installations 
were designed to 
guarantee 
uninterrupted 
electricity supply for 
HIV-related 
services, including 
diagnostics, 
medicine storage 
and patient care, 

inverter systems 
with 7.5KW lithium 
batteries.

Other beneficiary 
facilities, including 
Eja Memorial 
Hospital, Mount 
Zion Medical 
Centre and 
Ekorinim Health 
Centre, received 
two 200AH gel 
batteries each, 
while Ikot 
Enebong Health 
Post also benefited 
from the 
intervention.

Dr. Umana said the 
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Odey Joins Education Stakeholders For 
Unveiling Of Digital National Education 
Management Information System In Abuja

Teams.

The event, held at 
the Ladi Kwali Hall 
of the Abuja 
Continental Hotel, 
marked a 
significant 
milestone in 
Nigeria’s drive to 
strengthen 
education data 
management and 
improve evidence-
based planning 

Education Boards 
(SUBEBs), State 
Statisticians-
General, and other 
key education 
stakeholders at the 
official unveiling of 
the Digitalised 
National Education 
Management 
Information System 
(DNEMIS) and the 
inauguration of 
State DNEMIS 
Coordination 

he Cross TRiver State 
Commissione

r for Education, 
Senator Professor 
Stephen Odey, 
Esq. on 
Wednesday June 
1, 2026 joined 
Commissioners for 
Education from 
across the country, 
Executive 
Chairmen of State 
Universal Basic 

By Patricia Ogbeche 
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Information 
System (DNEMIS) 
as a transformative 
national education 
data reform 
initiative designed 
to improve school-
level data 
collection, ensure 
the availability of 
accurate and 
timely information, 
strengthen 
accountability, and 
support informed 
policy formulation 
and decision-

Federal 
Government’s 
commitment to 
leveraging 
technology to 
enhance the quality, 
accessibility, and 
reliability of 
education data 
nationwide.

Speaking at the 
event, stakeholders 
described the 
Digitalised National 
Education 
Management 

across the nation’s 
education sector.

The unveiling 
ceremony was 
attended by the 
Honourable 
Minister of 
Education, Dr. 
Maruf Tunji Alausa, 
alongside the 
Honourable 
Minister of State 
for Education, Prof. 
Suwaiba Said 
Ahmad, who 
underscored the 
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monitoring, and 
service delivery, in 
line with Governor 
Senator Prince 
Bassey Edet Otu’s 
vision of 
transforming the 
education sector 
through data-
driven policies and 
effective 
governance.

and promoting a 
unified approach to 
education data 
management.

Senator Professor 
Stephen Odey’s 
participation at the 
national event 
reflects the Cross 
River State 
Government’s 
commitment to 
embracing 
innovative reforms 
and digital solutions 
that will enhance 
education planning, 

making across all 
states of the 
federation.

The inauguration 
of the State 
DNEMIS 
Coordination 
Teams is expected 
to facilitate the 
effective 
implementation of 
the initiative at the 
sub-national level, 
ensuring 
collaboration 
among relevant 
education agencies 
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CR-SEMA DG Urges Residents On Flood 
Preparedness As Rainfall Intensifies

headquarters in 
Calabar.

The CR-SEMA boss 
said with increased 
rainfall being 
experienced in 
different parts of 
the country and 
changing weather 
patterns, there 
was need for 
residents to take 
proactive steps to 
reduce the impact 
of possible 
flooding.

the charge while 
receiving the 
leadership of the 
Unified Commercial 
Drivers Association 
of Cross River State 
led by its Chairman, 
Mr. Nta Henshaw, 
alongside the 
Executive President 
of Delivery Vehicle 
Owners and Drivers 
Association of 
Nigeria (DELVAN), 
High Chief Comrade 
Raphael Sabbastine, 
at the CR-SEMA 

he Director TGeneral of 
the Cross 

River State 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency (CR-
SEMA), Mr. Efa 
Nyong, has urged 
residents of the 
state to remain 
vigilant and adopt 
safety measures as 
the rainy season 
intensifies.

Mr. Nyong gave 

By David Asu
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responders to 
improve disaster 
preparedness and 
response across 
the state.

The DG also 
appreciated the 
leadership of the 
Unified 
Commercial 
Drivers Association 
and DELVAN for 
their visit, 
describing 
stakeholder 
support and 
cooperation as 
important in 
achieving effective 
emergency 
management.

and other 
stakeholders to 
support safety 
awareness within 
their various 
communities, noting 
that early warning 
and quick 
information sharing 
are key to reducing 
disaster risks.

He stressed that 
CR-SEMA under his 
leadership will 
continue to 
strengthen 
collaboration with 
relevant 
stakeholders, 
community groups 
and emergency 

He noted that 
disaster 
preparedness 
remained a 
collective 
responsibility, 
urging residents to 
keep drainage 
channels around 
their homes and 
communities clear, 
avoid dumping 
refuse in 
waterways and 
desist from 
building structures 
on flood paths.

Mr. Nyong further 
encouraged 
transport operators 
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enters a new 
month, CR-SEMA 
continues to 
encourage 
residents to 
remain alert, 
informed and 
prepared as part of 
efforts to build 
safer and more 
resilient 
communities.

success of his 
administration.

Also speaking, the 
Executive President 
of DELVAN, High 
Chief Comrade 
Raphael Sabbastine, 
commended the 
leadership qualities 
of Mr. Nyong and 
prayed for success 
in his new role.

As Cross River State 

Earlier, the 
Chairman of the 
Unified 
Commercial 
Drivers Association 
of Cross River 
State, Mr. Nta 
Henshaw, had 
expressed the 
union’s support for 
the DG, assuring 
him of their 
cooperation 
towards the 
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Healthcare in Safe Hands as Otu Deepens 
Reforms Across Cross River

Extension Workers 
(CHEWs) in 
Calabar. He said 
Governor Otu had 
laid a solid 
foundation for a 
performance-
driven healthcare 
system that 
prioritises 
improved service 
delivery and long-
term sustainability.

“The Governor has 
established a 
framework that is 

affordable 
healthcare for all 
residents.

The State 
Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Henry 
Egbe Ayuk, made 
the declaration on 
Tuesday while 
flagging off a one-
week training for 
heads of high-
performing Primary 
Healthcare Centres, 
Midwives and 
Community Health 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has declared that 
the state’s 
healthcare system 
is now more 
secure and 
sustainable than 
ever under the 
administration of 
Governor Bassey 
Otu, citing far-
reaching reforms 
aimed at 
expanding access 
to quality, 

By Kingsley Agim
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Agency, Hospital 
Management 
Board, Quality and 
Anti-Quackery 
Services, as well 
as legislation to 
extend the 
retirement age of 
health 
professionals to 65 
years and 
strengthen public 
health security 
across the state.

improving salaries 
and allowances, 
upgrading health 
facilities and putting 
in place the legal 
structures required 
for an efficient 
healthcare system.”

He explained that 
the reforms also 
include the 
establishment of 
the Drug 
Management 

expanding health 
services, improving 
quality and making 
healthcare 
increasingly 
affordable to all 
segments of the 
population,” Dr. 
Ayuk said. “The 
framework 
includes lifting the 
employment 
embargo, 
recruiting new 
health workers, 
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to document and 
upload records of 
antenatal care, 
immunisation, 
clinical treatments 
and other services 
on the District 
Health Information 
System (DHIS2).

“All data must be 
uploaded to the 
DHIS2 system to 
ensure 
transparency and 
monitor progress 
in reducing 
maternal and 
neonatal mortality 
rates,” she said, 
stressing that 
compliance would 
determine 
continued funding 
and institutional 
support for health 
facilities.

The Director of 
Nursing Services, 
Mrs. Roseline 
Obojor-Ogar, 
urged health 
workers to uphold 
professionalism by 
placing patients at 
the centre of 

the Governor “is too 
focused on 
delivering his 
mandate to be 
distracted by 
political jobbers and 
miscreants.”

Highlighting 
infrastructure 
development, the 
Commissioner said 
the government had 
completed the 
construction and 
rehabilitation of 
over 100 health 
facilities in the State 
including upgrading 
of other secondary 
sites to provide 
digital and internet 
connectivity, fistula 
repair units and 
medical oxygen 
services.

Also speaking, the 
Director General of 
the Cross River 
State Primary 
Health Care 
Development 
Agency, Dr. Vivien 
Mesembe Otu, 
directed all Primary 
Healthcare Centres 

Dr. Ayuk disclosed 
that the 
administration is 
investing heavily in 
manpower 
development 
through the 
establishment and 
accreditation of 
four Colleges of 
Nursing, with plans 
to produce globally 
competitive 
Bachelor of 
Nursing graduates. 
He added that the 
proposed Specialist 
Hospital would lay 
the foundation for 
the state’s Medical 
College to train 
doctors and other 
healthcare 
professionals 
locally.

“The programmes 
have all reached 
advanced stages 
of implementation 
because Governor 
Otu is determined 
to build a self-
sustaining 
healthcare system 
for Cross River,” he 
said, adding that 
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the National 
Primary Health 
Care Development 
Agency, Mr. 
Christian 
Ikechukwu, 
alongside other 
senior health 
officials and 
facilitators 
committed to 
advancing 
healthcare delivery 
in Cross River 
State.

simulations and 
evidence-based 
medical protocols. 
“We need skilled 
health workers in 
our facilities to 
make this reduction 
in maternal and 
newborn mortality 
and morbidity 
happen,” she said.

The training 
attracted 
participants from all 
18 local government 
areas and was 
attended by the 
State Coordinator of 

service delivery 
while 
strengthening 
collaboration with 
Traditional Birth 
Attendants 
through referrals, 
home visits and 
follow-up care.

Lead Facilitator, 
Prof. Patience 
Odusola, said the 
intensive training 
would equip 
participants with 
modern clinical 
skills through 
practical 
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C'River Begins Statewide Verification 
of Proposed Clans, Visits Calabar 
Municipality

by the Special 
Adviser to the 
Governor on 
Chieftaincy 
Affairs, Otuekong 
Sir Francis Edet, 
visited the council 
to officially inform 
its leadership 
about the 

and villages, with a 
visit to the Calabar 
Municipal Council 
as part of efforts 
to strengthen 
traditional 
institutions across 
the state.

The delegation, led 

he Cross TRiver State 
Department 

of Chieftaincy 
Affairs has 
stepped up its 
statewide 
verification 
exercise for 
proposed clans 

By Akpo Orok Ironbar
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the visit and 
commended the 
Department of 
Chieftaincy Affairs 
for involving local 
government 
authorities in the 
exercise.

He described the 
initiative as timely 
and essential for 
promoting 
transparency, 
accountability, 
and proper 
documentation 

government areas, 
ensuring that due 
process is strictly 
followed in the 
recognition of 
traditional 
institutions.

Receiving the 
delegation at the 
Calabar Municipal 
Council 
Secretariat, the 
Council Secretary, 
Comrade Iso Edim, 
expressed 
appreciation for 

ongoing 
verification 
exercise. The 
exercise has been 
approved by the 
Governor of Cross 
River State, His 
Excellency 
Senator Prince 
Bassey Edet Otu.

The verification 
aims to assess 
and authenticate 
proposed new 
clans and villages 
across all 18 local 
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is expected to 
continue across 
all local 
government 
areas, with the 
government 
reaffirming its 
commitment to 
promoting 
inclusive 
traditional 
governance, 
community 
development, and 
lasting peace 
through a credible 
recognition 
process.

the visit, Otuekong 
Sir Francis Edet 
noted that the 
exercise is part of 
the Governor's 
commitment to 
preserving Cross 
River State's 
cultural heritage 
while 
strengthening 
traditional 
institutions 
through a 
transparent and 
credible 
verification 
process.

He thanked the 
Calabar Municipal 
Council leadership 
for their warm 
reception and 
willingness to 
partner with the 
Department of 
Chieftaincy Affairs 
to ensure the 
successful 
implementation of 
the exercise.

The statewide 
verification of 
proposed new 
clans and villages 

within the state's 
traditional 
institutions.

Iso also 
reaffirmed the 
council's 
readiness to work 
closely with the 
department to 
ensure a smooth 
and successful 
verification 
process.

During the 
meeting, the 
Council Secretary 
approved a 
suitable date for 
the verification of 
proposed clans 
and villages 
within the Calabar 
Municipality area 
and pledged full 
support for the 
exercise. He 
assured the 
Special Adviser 
and his team of 
the council's 
commitment to 
facilitating the 
process.

Speaking during 
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Build Systems, Not Estates, to Close Housing 
Gap – Cross River Tells Developers

organized by the 
Association of 
Housing 
Corporations of 
Nigeria (AHCN). 
The event, themed 
"Affordable 
Housing Solutions 
for Low-Income 
Earners in 
Emerging Housing 
Markets," is 
currently 
underway at the 

the nation’s 
widening housing 
deficit.

Commissioner for 
Housing, Dr. 
Beatrice Igwe, 
delivered the 
charge on behalf of 
Governor Senator 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu at the opening 
of a two-day 
national workshop 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has challenged 
housing 
corporations 
across Nigeria to 
move beyond the 
construction of 
isolated estates 
and instead 
develop scalable, 
replicable systems 
capable of bridging 

By Immaculata Archibong
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because 
conventional 
financing models 
consistently 
exclude low-

Dr. Igwe noted that 
Nigeria’s housing 
demand continues 
to far outstrip 
supply, largely 

Prince Bassey Otu 
Hall, State Library 
Complex in 
Calabar.
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total of 1,500 units 
statewide. 
Additionally, she 
revealed that a 
separate 50-unit 
free housing 
project for indigent 
women has 
already reached 80 
percent 
completion.

Describing housing 
corporation CEOs 
as the "architects 
of dignity" for 

milestone, the 
Commissioner 
announced that the 
groundbreaking 
ceremony for a 500-
unit Okuni Housing 
Estate in the Central 
Senatorial District is 
scheduled for 
Saturday, July 4, 
2026. The state 
plans to replicate 
this model across 
the Northern and 
Southern senatorial 
districts, targeting a 

income earners.

To bridge this gap, 
Dr. Igwe disclosed 
that Cross River 
State is actively 
piloting an 
innovative Public-
Private-Community 
Partnership (PPCP) 
model under 
Governor Otu’s 
"People First" 
agenda.

As a major 
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Pau Ishaya 
outlined bold 
ongoing reforms 
aimed at 
repositioning the 
housing sector as 
a primary driver of 
economic growth, 
job creation, and 
social inclusion.

Through the 
federal Renewed 
Hope Housing 
Programme, the 
Ministry is 

Nigeria (FMBN) to 
unlock capital at 
scale.

The federal 
government also 
echoed the call for 
structural 
transformation. 
Speaking on behalf 
of the Honourable 
Minister of Housing 
and Urban 
Development, Engr. 
Muttaqha Rabe 
Darma, Arc. Dennis 

millions of 
Nigerians, Dr. Igwe 
urged workshop 
participants to 
standardize 
building models, 
share transparent 
operational 
lessons, and 
collaborate with 
key institutional 
funders such as 
the Family Homes 
Funds Limited and 
the Federal 
Mortgage Bank of 
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deploying modern 
construction 
technologies and 
innovative 
financing 
structures capable 
of delivering mass 
housing at the 
speed and scale 
required by 
Nigeria’s rapidly 
growing 
population.

Earlier, the 
President of AHCN, 
ESV. Eno Obongha, 
reminded 
participants that 
housing remains 
one of the ultimate 
indicators of a 
nation’s economic 
prosperity and 
social stability.

"The housing deficit 
continues to widen, 
and the dream of 
homeownership 
remains out of 
reach for too many 
low-income 
earners," Obongha 
stated. He 
challenged 
attendees to move 
beyond basic cost 
discussions and 
instead focus on 

currently delivering 
housing estates 
across all six 
geopolitical zones 
and the Federal 
Capital Territory 
(FCT). Arc. Ishaya 
emphasized that 
the Ministry is 
prioritizing the use 
of local building 
materials, 
expanding private 
sector 
participation, and 
overhauling land 
administration, 
urban 
development, and 
mortgage 
accessibility to 
create a highly 
favorable 
investment 
environment.







SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR
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he latest outburst by the TConference of Nigerian Poli�cal 
Par�es (CNPP), amplified by the 

notoriously sensa�onal NewsweekNG, is 
yet another desperate a�empt to 
manufacture a crisis where none exists. 
It is unfortunate that a pla�orm whose 
reputa�on has become synonymous 
with sensa�onalism and ques�onable 
journalis�c ethics has once again chosen 

distor�on over diligence, serving as a 
willing conveyor belt for a narra�ve that 
collapses under the weight of verifiable 
facts.

The statement, signed by one Patric Ali, 
raises even more troubling ques�ons 
about what has become of the Cross 
River chapter of the CNPP. An 

HEALTH SECTOR

CNPP’s Jaundiced Verdict 
Can’t Tarnish Gov. Otu’s Health 
Revolution
Kingsley Agim, anipr
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organisa�on that once prided itself on 
construc�ve poli�cal engagement now 
appears to have been hijacked by 
narrow-minded elements whose stock-
in-trade is the cynical vilifica�on of 
government and the deliberate 
incitement of public disaffec�on. Rather 
than func�oning as a credible opposi�on 
offering evidence-based alterna�ves, it 
has reduced itself to peddling 
sensa�onal claims, selec�ve outrage and 
poli�cally mo�vated rhetoric. Such 
conduct does no service to democracy 
and only diminishes whatever credibility 
the coali�on once enjoyed.

More importantly, the CNPP must resist 
the tempta�on to become a convenient 
vehicle for individuals or vested interests 
seeking to prosecute personal vende�as 
against public officials or the 
government. Poli�cal pla�orms earn 
public respect when they are guided by 
facts, fairness and the collec�ve interest, 
not when they lend their name and 
credibility to ill-inten�oned campaigns 
designed to misinform the public, se�le 
scores or undermine genuine efforts at 
governance. If the coali�on hopes to 
retain any moral authority as an 
opposi�on body, it must subject every 
allega�on brought before it to rigorous 
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scru�ny rather than serving as a megaphone for 
disgruntled actors pursuing narrow personal objec�ves.

Nothing be�er exposes the poverty of the CNPP’s 
argument than its fixa�on on a single facility, the 
Lawrence Henshaw Memorial Hospital in Calabar. The 
hospital suffered extensive destruc�on during the 
#EndSARS violence of 2020 and is currently undergoing 
phased rehabilita�on by the present administra�on. Yet, 
in its despera�on to paint a picture of collapse, the CNPP 
deliberately showcased only sec�ons s�ll under 
renova�on while ignoring the completed interven�ons 
within the same complex. Such selec�ve representa�on 
is not only intellectually dishonest but a calculated 
a�empt to mislead the public.

Conspicuously omi�ed 
from the CNPP’s narra�ve 
is the fully rehabilitated 
Tuberculosis Reference 
Laboratory within the 
Lawrence Henshaw 
Memorial Hospital 
complex, which has been 
restored and re-equipped 
to strengthen tuberculosis 
diagnosis and treatment in 
the state. Anyone willing 
to undertake an objec�ve 
inspec�on of the facility, 
accompanied by its 
management, would 
readily observe the 
extensive work already 
completed instead of 
relying on carefully 
selected images designed 
to reinforce a 
predetermined narra�ve.

The opposi�on coali�on 
also chose to ignore the 
remarkable progress 
recorded in primary 
healthcare since Governor 
Bassey Otu assumed office 
in 2023. Contrary to its 
sweeping claims, the 
administra�on has 
revitalised well over 100 
Primary Healthcare 
Centres across the state’s 
18 local government 
areas, bringing quality 
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healthcare services closer to rural 
communi�es that had long been 
neglected. These interven�ons are 
documented and were comprehensively 
captured in the government’s third 
anniversary report on the health sector.

Beyond primary healthcare, deliberate 
investments are transforming secondary 
healthcare facili�es across the state.

At the General Hospital, Calabar, 
government has embarked on a 
comprehensive modernisa�on 
programme, including the digitalisa�on 
of healthcare services, internet 

connec�vity across service points, 
automa�on of hospital opera�ons, 
improved pa�ent record management 
and the installa�on of a medical oxygen 
produc�on plant to guarantee 
uninterrupted oxygen supply for cri�cal 
care.

The administra�on has equally 
constructed oxygen infrastructure at 
General Hospital Calabar, Ogoja, and the 
facility at Ikom Children Clinic awai�ng 
commissioning, while pursuing extensive 
rehabilita�on works across the state. At 
the General Hospital, Obudu which has 
recently been recovered from over 10 
years of abandonment, government is 
implemen�ng interven�ons aimed at 
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restoring basic services services, 
including dialysis, while also recovering 
and revitalising public health facili�es 
that had previously been ceded to 
private interests.

These are measurable interven�ons, not 
poli�cal slogans. They reflect a 
government that understands that 
rebuilding a healthcare system 
neglected for years requires careful 
planning, phased execu�on and prudent 
resource management rather than 
populist grandstanding.

Even more disturbing is the CNPP’s 

infan�le understanding of governance. 
Development is not achieved by 
abandoning every sector to concentrate 
resources on a single project merely to 
sa�sfy poli�cal cri�cs. Every responsible 
administra�on must balance compe�ng 
priori�es; infrastructure, educa�on, 
security, agriculture, avia�on, tourism, 
road construc�on, workers’ welfare and 
healthcare, within the limits of available 
resources. That is precisely what the Otu 
administra�on has done, recording 
visible progress across mul�ple sectors 
despite prevailing economic headwinds.

The CNPP would do well to undertake an 
honest compara�ve assessment of the 
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immediate past administra�on and the 
present one before rushing to the media 
with poli�cally mo�vated verdicts. Let it 
compare the condi�on of health 
facili�es inherited in 2023 with the 
extensive rehabilita�on now underway. 
Let it compare the state’s healthcare 
infrastructure, security architecture, 
road network, avia�on sector and 

investment climate then and now. Such 
an exercise would produce facts rather 
than fic�on, and informed cri�cism 
rather than poli�cally convenient 
propaganda.

Construc�ve opposi�on remains 
indispensable in every democracy, but 
opposi�on forfeits public confidence 



when it abandons objec�vity for 
bi�erness and subs�tutes evidence with 
manufactured outrage. Cross Riverians 
deserve honest engagement rooted in 
facts, not desperate a�empts to 
undermine every genuine effort at 
rebuilding the state.

Governor Bassey Otu’s administra�on 
has demonstrated both the vision and 
commitment required to reposi�on not 
only the health sector but Cross River 
State as a whole. The assignment is 
undoubtedly enormous and the 
inherited challenges daun�ng, yet 

measurable progress con�nues to be 
recorded through deliberate planning, 
strategic investments and prudent 
management of available resources. 
Consequently, the empty rhetoric of a 
group that has clearly lost its grip on 
present-day reali�es deserves li�le 
a�en�on from discerning members of 
the public.

Kingsley Agim, anipr
Informa�on Officer 
Cross River State Ministry of Health
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