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CR-SUBEB Flags Off REACH Programme 
to Return Out-of-School Children to 
Classrooms

Commissioner for 
Education, Prof. Dr. 
Stephen Odey, 
represented by Dr. 
Mrs. Alice Olom, 
described the 
reintegration of 
out-of-school 
children into 
classrooms as an 
investment in the 
future of society 
and Nigeria.

Odey said every 
child deserved the 
opportunity to 
learn, develop 
their talents and 
build a better 
future, noting that 

the state.

The programme is 
designed to identify 
children who are 
out of school, 
mobilise 
communities and 
encourage parents 
to enrol them in 
school, while 
providing learning 
materials and other 
support to improve 
learning outcomes.

Speaking at the 
state-level advocacy 
and official flag-off 
of the programme 
in Calabar, the 

he Cross TRiver State 
Universal 

Basic Education 
Board (CR-SUBEB), 
in collaboration 
with the Universal 
Basic Education 
Commission 
(UBEC), has 
flagged off the 
Result in Education 
for All Children 
(REACH) 
Programme, a 
World Bank-
supported initiative 
aimed at returning 
out-of-school 
children to 
classrooms across 

By Joy Ndoma
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to ensuring that 
every child of 
school age had 
access to quality 
basic education.

Earlier, the 
Executive 
Chairman of 
SUBEB, Mrs. 
Fedelia Okpo Ene, 
urged parents and 

dignity while giving 
them an 
opportunity to 
break the cycle of 
poverty. He 
commended SUBEB, 
parents, teachers, 
social workers, 
development 
partners and other 
stakeholders for 
their commitment 

poverty and other 
circumstances 
beyond the control 
of some families 
had deprived many 
children of access 
to education.

He said returning 
such children to 
school would 
restore hope and 
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She disclosed that 
SUBEB had 
continued to 
support pupils and 
parents with 
essential learning 
materials, 
including free 
exercise books, 
textbooks, school 
bags and sandals, 
adding that the 
Board was 
prepared to 
provide school 

against allowing 
children to engage 
in street hawking or 
roam the streets 
during school hours, 
saying children 
found outside 
school during 
learning periods 
would be picked up, 
while their parents 
or guardians would 
be identified and 
held accountable.

guardians to 
ensure that all 
school-age 
children returned 
to school as the 
new academic 
session 
commenced, 
stressing that basic 
education, 
particularly at the 
primary level, was 
free in Cross River.

Ene warned 
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ensure that 
children acquired 
basic literacy and 
numeracy skills. 
He said the 
programme would 
cover communities 
across the state, 
including Obanliku, 
Obubra, Yakurr, 
Odukpani and 
Bakassi.

He disclosed that 
the state had 
mapped out-of-
school children 
through School-
Based 
Management 
Committees 
(SBMCs) and 
conducted school-
enrolment 
sensitisation 

Also speaking, the 
Director of Social 
Mobilisation, CR-
SUBEB, Mr. Sunny 
Abua Afor, 
described education 
as “the greatest 
equaliser,” 
expressing concern 
that many children 
across the state 
remained out of 
school and were 
engaged in street 
hawking, child 
labour and other 
activities.

Afor said the REACH 
Programme was 
focused on 
strengthening the 
entire education 
“book chain” to 

uniforms to further 
reduce the 
financial burden on 
families and 
encourage regular 
attendance.

The chairman 
expressed 
appreciation to 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu for his 
unwavering 
commitment to 
education, which 
she described as 
the bedrock of 
development, 
while commending 
development 
partners and other 
stakeholders 
whose support had 
contributed to the 
initiative.
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Dr. Omuta 
Obanowu, 
representing the 
Executive 
Secretary of UBEC, 
Aisha Garba; Dr. 
German 
Anagbogu; Dr. 
Mrs. MaryTheresa 
Ebe Agede, 
Permanent 
Secretary, SUBEB; 
and Dr. David 
Edet, representing 
the Commissioner 
for Humanitarian 
Affairs.
Also present were 
Local Government 
Education 
Authority (LGEA) 
Secretaries, 
development 
partners, a 
representative of 
UNICEF, 
representatives of 
civil society 
organisations 
(CSOs), among 
others.

commenced at 
Eleven Eleven and 
proceeded to Watt 
Market before 
returning to the 
SUBEB premises for 
the final ceremony.

The event was 
attended by SUBEB 
and UBEC officials, 
LGEA secretaries, 
development 
partners, UNICEF, 
civil society 
organisations and 
other stakeholders, 
with the REACH 
Programme 
expected to deepen 
community 
mobilisation and 
reduce the number 
of out-of-school 
children across 
Cross River State.

Dignitaries at the 
event included Mr. 
Joseph Ogar, Board 
Member I; Dr. 
Theresa Essien, 
Board Member II; 
and Dr. Roseline 
Bisong, Board 
Member III.

campaigns across 
the 18 Local 
Government Areas. 
He added that the 
programme had 
supported the 
provision of 
textbooks and 
teacher training to 
improve learning 
outcomes.

Afor called on local 
government 
chairmen, 
traditional and 
religious leaders, 
parents, 
community 
leaders, civil 
society 
organisations and 
other stakeholders 
to replicate the 
sensitisation 
campaign in their 
communities and 
encourage parents 
to return their 
children to school, 
stressing that 
government alone 
could not achieve 
the objective.

The flag-off 
procession 
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'Breach of Secrecy Attracts Dismissal,' 
Aviation Commissioner Warns Staff at 
Training

ministry’s 
headquarters in 
Ekorinim, Calabar. 
The exercise was 
organized in line 
with a directive 
from the Office of 
the Head of 
Service.

Utum charged the 

dismissal from 
service.

He issued the 
warning on Tuesday 
while declaring 
open a training 
programme on 
effective service 
delivery at the 

he TCommissione
r for Aviation 

in Cross River 
State, Capt. Inah 
Eno Utum (Rtd), 
has warned newly 
employed staff 
that breaching the 
oath of secrecy 
could result in 

By Omang Ekong
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officers success in 
their years of 
service.

In his introductory 
address, the 
Director of 
Administration, Mr. 
Atem Thomas 
Nchei, commended 
the Head of 
Service for 
initiating the 
training and 
mandating all 
MDAs to 
implement it. 

workplace security 
encompasses the 
safety of personnel, 
property, 
information, 
operations, and 
documents. 

He reiterated that 
upholding the oath 
is mandatory and 
warned that any 
breach could attract 
dismissal.

He also wished the 
newly deployed 

staff to uphold 
ethical standards, 
exhibit 
professionalism, 
and demonstrate a 
high sense of 
responsibility, 
adding that they 
would be held 
accountable for 
their conduct. 

Delivering a 
lecture on 
workplace security 
and the oath of 
secrecy, Utum said 
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He noted that the 
exercise would 
help address 
conduct gaps and 
improve 
professionalism 
among both new 
and existing staff.

The Permanent 
Secretary, Mrs. 
Paulina E. Odey, 
spoke on basic 
administrative 
principles, 
procedures, and 
personal 
effectiveness. 

She stressed that 
effective 
administration is 
critical in public 
service, as officers 
are entrusted with 
managing human 
and material 
resources for the 
public good. 

She listed key 
principles such as 
planning, 
authority, unity of 
command, 
delegation, division 
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appreciation to the 
ministry’s 
leadership for 
organizing the 
training. Both new 
and old staff 
described the 
programme as 
impactful and 
timely for 
enhancing service 
delivery.

inevitable in any 
workplace, effective 
resolution 
mechanisms are 
essential for 
maintaining a safe 
and productive 
environment.

Speaking on behalf 
of the trainees, Mr. 
Legbe expressed 

of work, 
confidentiality, 
impartiality, 
efficiency, and 
public relations.

Other resource 
persons also 
addressed the 
participants. 

The Director of 
Accounts, Mr. 
Michael Bekomson, 
trained them on 
Government 
Financial 
Regulations, while 
the Chief 
Procurement 
Officer, Mr. Kirien 
Bassey Emmanuel, 
spoke on due 
process and 
governance.

Concluding the 
sessions, the 
Director of 
Administration, Mr. 
Atem Thomas 
Nchei, delivered a 
lecture on conflict 
resolution. 

He observed that 
while conflicts are 
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LIFE-ND: Cross River Trains 1,021 Youths 
for Agribusiness, Food Security

(IFAD)-assisted 
Livelihood 
Improvement 
Family 
Enterprises–Niger 
Delta (LIFE-ND) 
Project, as part of 
efforts to equip 
youths with skills 
to build 

Financing 
Programme of the 
Federal 
Government, Niger 
Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) 
and International 
Fund for 
Agricultural 
Development 

ross River 

CState has 
commenced 

the training of 
1,021 young 
agribusiness 
entrepreneurs 
under the second 
batch of the 
Additional 

By Ekanem-Faith Usang
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represented by the 
Permanent 
Secretary, Dr. Odey 
Ikongha, said the 
1,021 beneficiaries 
were selected from 
thousands of 
applicants across 
100 communities 
in 10 Local 
Government Areas 
through a rigorous 
digital screening 
process.

Ikongha said the 

knowledge, 
entrepreneurial 
skills and business 
capacity required to 
establish and 
manage profitable 
agribusinesses. 
Declaring the 
exercise open in 
Calabar, the 
Commissioner for 
Agriculture and 
Irrigation 
Development, Hon. 
Johnson Andiambey 
Ebokpo Jnr., 

sustainable 
businesses, create 
jobs and 
strengthen food 
security.

The orientation 
exercise, holding 
concurrently in 
Calabar, Ugep, 
Ogoja and Obudu, 
is designed to 
equip selected 
incubatees and 
incubators with 
technical 
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business 
management, 
market access and 
ICT-driven 
agricultural 
practices. He 
urged beneficiaries 
to approach the 
training with 
dedication, 
discipline and an 
open mind, 
stressing that the 
programme was 
designed to 
produce employers 
of labour, wealth 
creators and 
contributors to 
food security. “The 
ultimate objective 

Coordinating Office, 
was providing 
beneficiaries with 
the skills and 
support required to 
build viable 
enterprises.

He explained that 
participants would 
receive hands-on 
incubation and 
mentorship under 
experienced 
enterprise owners, 
as well as practical 
technical training 
across the rice, 
cassava, fish and 
poultry value 
chains, financial and 

selection was 
based on the 
applicants’ 
passion, capability 
and commitment 
to contributing to 
the transformation 
of agriculture, 
noting that the 
sector had moved 
beyond 
subsistence to 
become a major 
driver of economic 
transformation. He 
said the State 
Government, 
through the 
Ministry and in 
collaboration with 
the State Project 
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disabilities who 
had been 
deliberately 
incorporated to 
promote social 
inclusion. He noted 
that the high 
turnout of young 
people 
demonstrated 
growing ownership 
of the programme 
and increased 
interest in 
agribusiness, while 
disclosing that the 
LIFE-ND database 
contained more 
than 60,000 
applicants across 
the Niger Delta. He 
appealed for 
increased funding, 
saying limited 
resources had 
constrained the 

security, income 
generation and 
agribusiness 
knowledge among 
beneficiaries. He 
noted that 
beneficiaries 
engaged in fish, 
cassava, poultry 
and oil-palm 
processing had 
developed improved 
capacity to produce 
for household 
consumption and 
commercial 
purposes.

Uwem said the 
project had also 
improved the social 
and economic 
wellbeing of 
beneficiaries, 
including persons 
living with 

is to produce 
employers of 
labour, wealth 
creators and 
contributors to 
food security in 
their communities,” 
he said.

Speaking on behalf 
of the National 
Project 
Coordinator, Engr. 
Dr. Sanni Abiodun, 
the Rural 
Institutions, Youth 
and Gender 
Coordinator, Dr. 
Clement Uwem, 
said the 
intervention had 
recorded 
significant 
achievements in 
improving 
household food 
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represented by the 
Director of 
Livestock in the 
Ministry of 
Livestock, 
Aquaculture and 
Fisheries 
Development, Mrs. 
Glory Ekpenyong, 
described the 
programme as 
essential to 
inclusive economic 
growth, 
employment 
creation and 
improved 
livelihoods. She 
identified poultry, 
goat and sheep 
production, cattle 
development, snail 
farming, feed 

they would sign and 
their 
responsibilities, as 
well as those of 
their incubators and 
the project. He 
further disclosed 
that Cross River 
beneficiaries in fish 
and poultry 
production had 
received national 
recognition and 
awards, including at 
a recent 
international Year of 
Women Farmers 
event.

The Special Adviser 
on Livestock 
Development, Mr. 
Liyel Imoukhuede, 

number of 
beneficiaries 
accommodated at 
a time.

He added that 
enterprise groups, 
cadres and 
agribusiness 
innovation forums 
had been 
established to 
sustain 
beneficiaries 
beyond the 
lifespan of the 
project. He said 
the orientation 
would also 
acquaint the new 
beneficiaries with 
the Memorandum 
of Understanding 
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beneficiaries to 
approach the 
orientation as an 
opportunity to 
acquire practical 
knowledge and 
skills.

The Cross River 
State Project 
Coordinator, 
FGN/NDDC/IFAD/L
IFE-ND Project, Dr. 
Innocent Moses 
Ogbin, said the 
beneficiaries were 
selected from 100 
communities and 
would receive 
training and 

assuring them of 
the Ministry’s 
commitment to 
creating an enabling 
environment for 
sustainable livestock 
businesses. The 
State Coordinator of 
the FADAMA 
Project, represented 
by Technical Officer 
Mr. Obaji Samuel 
Missang, and the 
State Coordinator of 
the Federal Ministry 
of Agriculture and 
Food Security, 
represented by 
Chief Technical 
Officer Mr. Ekori 
Ekori, also urged 

production, 
processing and 
marketing as 
viable areas for 
investment by 
youths and 
women.

Ekpenyong urged 
beneficiaries 
interested in 
livestock 
enterprises to 
embrace discipline, 
proper record-
keeping, 
innovation, value-
chain development 
and market-
oriented 
production, 
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Two beneficiaries, 
Miss Helen Ernest 
of Akamkpa LGA 
and Mr. Felix 
Nakanda of Ikot 
Nakanda 
Community, 
Akpabuyo LGA, 
both pursuing fish 
production, 
expressed 
optimism that the 
programme would 
improve their 
livelihoods and 
equip them to 
establish viable 
businesses. Ernest 
said she hoped to 
contribute to fish 
production, 
processing and 
marketing in her 
area, while 
Nakanda looked 
forward to 
acquiring the 
training and 
empowerment 
needed to build his 
enterprise and 
create 
opportunities for 
others.

in Ikot Akriba, 
Akpabuyo LGA, Mr. 
Emmanuel Effiom, 
testified to the 
programme’s 
impact, saying the 
centre’s focus on 
fish production, 
processing and 
marketing had 
produced 
encouraging results.

Effiom disclosed 
that one beneficiary 
had successfully 
produced and sold 
fish and invested 
the proceeds in 
constructing a 
house and sinking a 
borehole, describing 
the achievement as 
a source of pride to 
the community. He 
appreciated IFAD, 
the Federal 
Government and 
NDDC for the 
intervention, noting 
that such success 
stories were 
encouraging more 
community 
members to 
embrace 
agribusiness.

mentorship across 
rice, cassava, fish 
and poultry value 
chains, covering 
production, 
processing and 
marketing. He said 
incubators were 
selected from the 
same communities 
where the 
businesses were 
located to provide 
practical and 
localised 
mentorship based 
on the 
beneficiaries’ areas 
of interest.

Ogbin urged 
beneficiaries to 
maximise the 
knowledge, skills 
and opportunities 
provided to build 
sustainable 
enterprises 
capable of creating 
employment, 
improving 
livelihoods and 
strengthening food 
security. An 
incubator from 
Nkaka Akriba 
Incubation Centre 
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Leboku 2026: Gov. Otu Reaffirms 
Green Economy Drive, Urges 
Peace for Growth

ross River State 

CGovernor, Sen. Prince 
Bassey Otu, has 

reaffirmed his 
administration’s 
commitment to driving 
sustainable economic 
growth through its Green 
Economy Revolution, with 
agriculture positioned as a 
major pillar of the state’s 
People First Agenda.The 
Governor, represented by 

By Kingsley Agim 
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agricultural 
equipment aimed 
at moving farmers 
from subsistence 
production to 
large-scale 
commercial 
farming.According 
to the Deputy 
Governor, the 
mechanisation of 
agriculture and 
improved access to 
markets are 
designed to 
increase 
productivity and 
farmers’ incomes 
while 

agricultural 
transformation 
programme, 
particularly its 
efforts to build 
long-term wealth 
for smallholder 
farmers. He 
highlighted the 
establishment of 
smallholder cluster 
farms supported by 
revolving loans to 
enable farmers to 
expand production, 
alongside the 
provision of 
tractors, ploughing 
machines and other 

his Deputy, Rt. 
Hon. Peter Odey, 
stated this during 
his remarks at the 
21st edition of the 
Leboku 
International New 
Yam Festival, held 
at the Yakurr 
Peace Stadium, 
Ugep, on August 
24, 2026.Rt. Hon. 
Odey said the 
2026 Leboku 
theme, “Growing 
in Prosperity,” 
speaks directly to 
the 
administration’s 
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largest share.Dr. 
Odey reminded all 
certificated Village 
Heads, Clan Heads 
and Paramount 
Rulers in the state 
that their two 
cardinal 

ambitious Public-
Private Partnership 
investment package 
worth ₦70 billion 
and $1.075 billion, 
with agriculture-
related investments 
accounting for the 

strengthening 
agriculture as a 
key driver of the 
state’s economy. 
He further 
disclosed that the 
Otu administration 
had unveiled an 
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domain becomes 
engulfed in a 
breakdown of 
peace, stressing 
that tourism and 
economic 
development 
cannot thrive in a 
volatile or chaotic 
environment.He 
therefore urged 
traditional rulers, 
community leaders 
and residents of 
Yakurr to embrace 
dialogue, unity and 
peaceful resolution 
of differences, 
noting that peace 
and stability are 
fundamental to the 
success of the 
state’s prosperity 
agenda. According 
to him, sustained 
peace would 
preserve the 
cultural 
significance of 
Leboku while 
creating an 
enabling 
environment for 
agriculture, 
tourism, 
investment and 
the creative 

domains. He 
warned that the 
State Government 
would not hesitate 
to withdraw the 
Certificate of 
Recognition of any 
royal father whose 

responsibilities are 
to uphold the 
customs and 
traditions of their 
people and 
promote peace 
within their 
respective 
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Yibala Inyang, 
commended the 
Local Organising 
Committee (LOC) 
and the Royal 
Fathers for their 
commitment to 
keeping the flame 
of the Leboku New 
Yam Festival alive, 

the economic 
transformation of 
the area and the 
the state at large. 
Earlier in his 
opening remarks, 
the Executive 
Chairman of Yakurr 
Local Government 
Council, Hon. Obol 

economy to 
flourish. He said a 
peaceful Yakurr 
would be better 
positioned to 
attract 
investments, boost 
tourism and 
contribute 
meaningfully to 
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Effiong Ekpenyong 
said the 2026 
Leboku 
International 
Festival is a 
celebration of 
Yakurr’s rich 
heritage, identity 
and aspirations for 
prosperity. He said 
the theme, 
“Rooted in Culture, 
Growing in 
Prosperity,” reflects 
the need to 
preserve cultural 
values while using 
them to create 
opportunities for 

called on 
stakeholders across 
Yakurr to renew 
their commitment 
to building a greater 
Yakurr Nation 
founded on unity, 
peace, culture and 
shared prosperity 
which aligns with 
the People First 
mantra of the 
present 
administration.Also, 
in his remarks, the 
Special Adviser on 
Events 
Management, 
Governor’s Office, 

rooted in culture 
and growing in 
peace. He 
described the New 
Yam Festival as a 
sacred day of 
thanksgiving and a 
cherished 
expression of 
Yakurr’s cultural 
heritage, urging 
the youth to 
embrace farming 
as a viable 
business and a 
pathway to 
economic 
empowerment. 
Hon. Inyang also 
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Yakurr Local 
Government Area, 
Chief Obi Ayuk, 
Commissioner for 
Culture, Arts and 
Tourism, as well as 
the inspection of 
the festival 
market, yam barn 
and Leboku Art 
exhibition. The 
event also featured 
colourful parades 
by maidens, 
traditional rulers 
and various 
cultural groups.

traditions, arts and 
creativity. He 
stressed that 
culture can drive 
tourism, enterprise 
and economic 
development, 
calling for unity and 
a renewed 
commitment to a 
prosperous Yakurr 
and Cross River 
State.The event 
featured goodwill 
messages from 
HRM Obol Ofem 
Ubana, Obol Lopon 
of Ugep and 
Paramount Ruler of 

the future. He also 
appreciated 
Governor Bassey 
Otu for his support 
for cultural 
preservation and 
promotion across 
the 
state.Ekpenyong 
commended the 
people of Yakurr 
for sustaining 
Leboku over 
generations and 
urged the youth to 
take ownership of 
their cultural 
heritage by 
promoting its 
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Drug Abuse: Cobham Charges SUGs To 
Lead Fight In Tertiary Institutions

academic 
performance, and 
future of young 
people.

He reaffirmed the 
Senator Prince 
Bassey Edet Otu-
led administration’s 
commitment to 
partnering with 
student bodies to 
promote a safe, 
drug-free learning 
environment. 

The Commissioner 
urged youths to 
use their influence 

of the National 
Association of 
Nigerian Students, 
NANS Joint Campus 
Council, JCC, Cross 
River State, held at 
the Faculty of 
Engineering 
Conference Hall of 
the University of 
Cross River State, 
Cobham, who was 
represented by the 
Permanent 
Secretary, Mr. 
Anthony Okon, 
described drug 
abuse as a growing 
threat to the health, 

he TCommissione
r for 

Information and 
Orientation, Pastor 
(Hon.) Ekpenyong 
Ene Cobham, has 
charged Student 
Union Government 
leaders across 
tertiary institutions 
in Cross River 
State to spearhead 
the campaign 
against drug abuse 
on campuses.

Speaking at the 
14th Senate sitting 
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conduct worthy of 
emulation.

Also speaking, the 
Chairman of the 
National Youth 
Council of Nigeria, 
NYCN, Cross River 
State Council, 
Comrade 
Emmanuel Olayi, 
highlighted the 
critical role of 
youths in building 
a productive and 
responsible 

Comrade Favour 
Johobe Ogar, called 
on students to 
recognize their role 
as leaders of today 
and tomorrow. 

He urged them to 
live exemplary lives 
capable of positively 
influencing their 
peers, and 
emphasized good 
character, 
responsible 
leadership, and 

to discourage 
substance abuse 
and champion 
positive values, 
stressing that 
student leaders 
are strategically 
positioned to drive 
awareness, peer 
education, and 
prevention 
initiatives.

In his opening 
remarks, the SUG 
President, 
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Information, Chief 
Dr. Kingsley 
Ikpeme, 
represented by the 
Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry 
of Information, Mr. 
Anthony Okon; the 
Pioneer Director-
General of the 
Greater Calabar 
City Development 
Authority; the 
Special Adviser to 
the Governor on 
Student 
Orientation, Dr. 
Fufu Oganor; 
NANS JCC 
Chairman, 
Comrade Victor 
Asukwo; and the 
SUG President of 
UNICROSS, 
Comrade Favour 
Johobe Ogar.

According to him, 
all necessary tools 
and mechanisms 
must be put in 
place to protect 
students and secure 
a better future for 
their State’s youth.

The engagement 
provided an avenue 
for student leaders 
and government 
representatives to 
strengthen 
collaboration on 
issues affecting 
students, with 
particular focus on 
the rising concern 
of drug abuse 
among youths.

Dignitaries present 
included the 
Commissioner for 

society. He urged 
students to take 
their academic 
pursuits seriously, 
maintain good 
conduct, and make 
choices that will 
contribute to 
personal 
development and 
societal progress.

Comrade Olayi 
called for a united 
and coordinated 
effort among 
students, campus 
authorities, 
government 
agencies, and 
other stakeholders 
across all higher 
institutions in the 
state to tackle 
drug abuse. 
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Cross River Govt Partners Estate 
Surveyors to Strengthen Land 
Administration

made the 
commitment when 
he received the 
Cross River State 
Chapter of NIESV, 
led by its 
Chairman, ESV. 
Edet Okon, on a 
courtesy visit to 
his office in 
Calabar.

Erasmus Ekpang 

promote 
professional 
standards and 
improve 
transparency and 
efficiency in the 
management of 
land and property 
across the state.

The Commissioner 
for Lands, Dr. 
Erasmus Ekpang, 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has pledged 
stronger 
collaboration with 
the Nigerian 
Institution of 
Estate Surveyors 
and Valuers 
(NIESV) to 
strengthen land 
administration, 

By Affiong Ndem
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that accessible and 
reliable land 
information would 
improve efficiency, 
strengthen 
government 
planning and 
reduce 
opportunities for 
irregularities within 
the system.

He identified 
compensation for 
acquired 
properties as one 
of the major issues 
requiring urgent 
attention, assuring 
the delegation that 

“We are committed 
to restoring the 
Ministry of Lands to 
the standard 
expected of it, and 
we need the 
support and 
professional input of 
bodies such as 
NIESV to achieve 
this,” he said.

The Commissioner 
particularly 
emphasised the 
need for greater 
transparency and 
digitisation of land 
records and 
processes, noting 

said the Ministry 
was prepared to 
work with relevant 
professional bodies 
to address 
challenges in land 
administration, 
property valuation, 
development 
control and 
property 
management, 
stressing that 
professionalism, 
transparency, 
accountability and 
teamwork were 
essential to 
achieving the 
desired reforms. 
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control and 
property 
management.

Earlier, the NIESV 
Chairman, ESV. 
Edet Okon, 
congratulated the 
Commissioner on 
his appointment 
and expressed the 
institution’s 
readiness to 
partner with the 
Ministry in 
advancing land 
administration, 
property valuation 
and other areas 
relevant to the 
development of 
Cross River State.

Okon said estate 
surveyors and 
valuers occupied a 

system that remains 
responsive to 
prevailing financial 
pressures.

He urged members 
of NIESV to 
continue providing 
government with 
professional advice 
and to report 
questionable or 
fraudulent land-
related activities to 
the Ministry for 
appropriate action. 
He further assured 
the institution that 
the Ministry would 
sustain engagement 
with professional 
bodies in tackling 
challenges affecting 
land administration, 
valuation, 
development 

he would engage 
the appropriate 
authorities and 
ensure that the 
concerns of 
legitimate property 
owners affected by 
government 
acquisitions 
received the 
necessary 
attention.

Erasmus Ekpang 
also appealed for 
greater 
consideration of 
the economic 
realities 
confronting 
individuals and 
businesses in the 
implementation of 
fees and charges, 
stressing the need 
for a land 
administration 
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Okon also stressed 
the need to 
appropriately 
compensate 
legitimate property 
owners whose 
lands are acquired 
for public 
purposes, urging 
government to 
ensure fairness in 
the acquisition 
process.

The visit featured 
the presentation of 
a framed 
photograph to the 
Commissioner by 
NIESV as a gesture 
of appreciation 
and goodwill. The 
engagement 
ended with both 
parties reaffirming 
their commitment 
to sustained 
professional 
cooperation 
towards improved 
land administration 
and responsible 
property 
development in 
Cross River State.

attention. He also 
appealed for a plot 
of land for the 
construction of the 
institution’s 
association house 
and a bus to 
facilitate valuation 
assignments across 
the state.

The NIESV 
chairman further 
called for stronger 
measures against 
unqualified 
practitioners, 
popularly known as 
quacks, to protect 
members of the 
public and uphold 
professional 
standards. He 
emphasised the 
importance of 
accurate data and 
proper 
documentation, 
noting that reliable 
statistics would 
support government 
planning, revenue 
generation and 
effective 
management of the 
state’s land 
resources.

critical position in 
the land and 
property sector, 
stressing the need 
for closer 
cooperation with 
the Ministry to 
address existing 
challenges and 
promote 
professionalism. 
“We are ready to 
work with the 
Ministry to improve 
land administration 
and ensure that 
professionalism 
and proper 
valuation remain 
central to the 
management of 
property in Cross 
River State,” he 
said.

He identified the 
establishment of a 
valuation 
department in the 
Ministry, insurance 
matters, land 
acquisition and 
compensation, 
government 
properties and 
ground rent as 
areas requiring 
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Odey Urges ASUU-UEE to Shelve Strike, 
Pledges Action on Outstanding Demands

Nigerian Bar 
Association (NBA) 
in Port Harcourt to 
attend to the 
matter, said issues 
affecting the 
education sector 
remained a priority 
to him and 
warranted prompt 
intervention.

He commended 
the Vice Chancellor 
and the university 
management for 
their proactive 
efforts in building 
the young 
institution, 

concerns.

Odey made the 
appeal when he 
received the 
management team 
of the university 
and the ASUU-UEE 
executive, led by 
the Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. Patrick 
Asuquo, in his office 
in Calabar.

The Commissioner, 
who cut short his 
participation in the 
ongoing 66th 
Annual General 
Conference of the 

ross River 

CState 
Commissione

r for Education, 
Sen. Prof. Stephen 
A. Odey, Esq., has 
appealed to the 
Academic Staff 
Union of 
Universities 
(ASUU), University 
of Education and 
Entrepreneurship 
(UEE) Chapter, to 
suspend its 
planned strike, 
assuring the union 
of government’s 
commitment to 
addressing its 

By Patricia Ogbeche
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commitment to the 
institution, 
describing the 
Governor as 
passionate about 
its growth and 
development. He 
assured the union 
that he would 
personally engage 
the relevant 
authorities to 
facilitate the 
implementation of 
approved decisions 
and address the 

notice and allow 
room for dialogue 
and government 
intervention, noting 
that industrial 
action could disrupt 
academic activities 
and potentially 
affect the image 
and development of 
the young 
university.

The Commissioner 
reiterated Governor 
Bassey Edet Otu’s 

particularly in 
securing 
accreditation for its 
academic 
programmes, and 
reaffirmed the 
state government’s 
commitment to 
supporting its 
growth and 
development.

Odey urged the 
ASUU-UEE 
leadership to 
shelve the strike 
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matters.

The meeting 
ended on a 
conciliatory note, 
with the 
Commissioner 
urging the union to 
prioritise dialogue 
and cooperation in 
the interest of the 
university, its 
students and the 
broader 
development of 
the state’s 
education sector.

Prof. Patrick 
Asuquo, appreciated 
the Commissioner 
for interrupting his 
engagement outside 
the state to meet 
with the university 
management and 
the union, while the 
ASUU-UEE 
leadership 
acknowledged his 
intervention and 
appealed for 
continued 
government support 
in resolving the 
outstanding 

outstanding issues.

He called on the 
union to give 
government a 
short window to 
intervene, assuring 
them that he 
would take up 
their concerns with 
the appropriate 
authorities and 
work towards 
finding a lasting 
resolution.

Responding, the 
Vice Chancellor, 
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Eid-el-Maulud: Bogobiri Muslim Youth 
Put Smiles on 30 Patients at Calabar 
General Hospital
By Nakanda Iyadim 











CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2026

Gov. Otu Launches Calabar Stadium AfCFTA 
Project as Atsu Bags Elite-Grassroots Award

Cross River State 
Ministry of Sports 
Development, 
Believe Klik 
Communications 
Limited and 
various technical 
partners, where a 
roadmap for the 
project was 
developed.

The proposed 
transformation will 
reposition the 
Calabar Sports 
Stadium beyond its 
traditional sporting 
function by 
integrating 
physical and virtual 
sports, sports 
tourism, creative 

leverage the 
opportunities 
presented by the 
African Continental 
Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) to drive 
economic growth, 
empower young 
people, attract 
investment and 
create new 
platforms for sports, 
tourism, culture and 
creative enterprise 
across Cross River 
State.

The development 
followed a high-
level two-day 
strategic 
engagement in 
Abuja between the 

overnor of 

GCross River 
State, 

Senator Prince 
Bassey Edet Otu, 
has launched an 
ambitious initiative 
to transform the 
Calabar Sports 
Stadium into a 
premier physical 
and virtual sports 
business-tourism 
facility and 
creative economy 
hub, in a strategic 
push to position 
the state as a key 
player in 
continental trade.

The initiative is 
designed to 

By Patricia Ogbeche
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with emerging 
opportunities 
under the AfCFTA 
framework. The 
recognition also 
highlights the 
growing role of the 
Ministry of Sports 
Development in 
driving the state’s 
broader economic 
development 
agenda through 
sports.

Speaking on the 
initiative, the Chief 
Executive Officer 
and FLASH AfCFTA 
Projects Director, 
Echera Stephen, 
said the project 
demonstrated the 

Ambassador” 
Award, in 
recognition of her 
commitment to 
youth 
empowerment and 
strategic efforts 
towards positioning 
Cross River State as 
a gateway for intra-
African trade.

The award, 
according to the 
organisers, 
recognised Atsu’s 
leadership and 
dedication to 
advancing initiatives 
that connect sports, 
youth development, 
tourism and the 
creative economy 

markets and digital 
connectivity into 
an economic 
platform capable 
of connecting local 
talents and 
businesses to 
regional and 
continental 
markets.

The Commissioner 
for Sports 
Development, 
Hon. Ambassador 
Agnes Atsu, was 
also honoured 
during the Abuja 
engagement with 
the prestigious 
“FLASH AfCFTA 
9JA Elite-
Grassroots 
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Preparations are 
also underway for 
a national launch 
event in Abuja to 
officially unveil the 
Calabar Stadium 
transformation 
blueprint and 
introduce the 
broader FLASH 
AfCFTA 9JA 774 
project before full-
scale 
implementation 
begins in Cross 
River State.

By bringing 
together sports, 
tourism, culture, 
creative enterprise 
and digital 
connectivity, the 
initiative is 
expected to create 
new opportunities 
for young people, 
businesses and 
creative talents 
while showcasing 
Cross River State’s 
tourism and 
investment 
potential to 
audiences across 
Africa and beyond.

Plans were also 
advanced for an 
upcoming State 
Executive Council 
(EXCO) briefing and 
the formal 
nomination of a 
dedicated state 
stakeholders and 
coordination 
committee to 
provide strategic 
direction and 
facilitate effective 
implementation of 
the project.

According to the 
project drivers, the 
Calabar Stadium 
transformation 
represents the first 
phase of the 
broader FLASH 
AfCFTA 9JA 
Discovery Initiative, 
which is designed to 
replicate the dual 
physical-and-virtual 
hub model across 
Nigeria’s 774 Local 
Government Areas 
and subsequently 
extend it to other 
AfCFTA member 
countries.

potential of sports 
infrastructure to 
serve broader 
economic 
purposes. “The 
government’s 
commitment to 
this project is a 
testament to a 
future where 
sports 
infrastructure 
transcends 
traditional 
boundaries, acting 
as a catalyst for 
economic growth 
and creative 
enterprise,” he 
said.

The Abuja 
engagement 
produced key 
milestones for 
implementation, 
including a 
comprehensive 
roadmap for 
transforming the 
Calabar Sports 
Stadium into an 
interconnected 
hub for physical 
and virtual sports 
tourism and 
creative markets.
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Cross River Targets 10 Movies, 15 Jobs 
in Fresh Creative Industry Drive

disclosed this at 
the closing 
ceremony of a 
three-day 
filmmaking 
masterclass 
organised by the 
Cross River State 
Youth 
Empowerment 
Scheme (CRS-YES) 
in partnership with 

under its Callywood 
initiative, as part of 
efforts to 
strengthen the 
creative economy 
and empower 
young people.

The Special Adviser 
to the Governor on 
Callywood, Mr. Eric 
Iso Anderson, 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has unveiled plans 
to produce up to 
10 entertaining 
and educative 
movies by 
December and 
create 15 
employment 
opportunities 

By Gift Otudor



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2026

the Callywood 
Department.

Anderson said the planned 
movie productions were 
aimed at projecting Cross 
River State, its culture and 
creative talents to the 
outside world. He also 
disclosed plans to 
strengthen partnerships 
with churches, universities 
and other organisations to 
create more opportunities 
within the creative sector.

The Commissioner for 
Information and 
Orientation, Pastor (Hon.) 
Ekpenyong Ene Cobham, 
described the masterclass 
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organisers for the 
initiative and urged 
the participants to 
put the skills and 
knowledge 
acquired into 
practice, noting 
that the creative 
industry could 
contribute 
significantly to 
youth 
empowerment and 
economic 
development.

people of Cross 
River through 
creative content 
that promotes 
positive values, 
stressing that the 
knowledge acquired 
during the training 
must be translated 
into practical 
results.

Declaring the 
masterclass officially 
closed, Cobham 
commended the 

as a strategic 
capacity-building 
initiative aimed at 
transforming the 
lives of young 
people and 
strengthening the 
state’s creative 
industry.

Cobham urged 
participants and 
stakeholders to 
channel more 
energy into 
reorienting the 
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that the 
intentionality of 
the organisers and 
quality of 
knowledge 
delivered 
demonstrated a 
strong 
commitment to 
developing the 
state’s creative 
industry. He also 
commended 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu for 
supporting 
initiatives aimed at 

production and 
cultural storytelling.

Speaking at the 
ceremony, veteran 
actor, Charles 
Inojie, commended 
the resource 
persons for making 
time to share their 
knowledge and 
expertise with 
participants.

Inojie described the 
programme as well 
organised, noting 

The three-day 
masterclass 
brought together 
filmmakers, 
resource persons, 
government 
officials and other 
stakeholders for 
intensive training 
and knowledge-
sharing sessions 
designed to 
strengthen 
professional skills 
and position Cross 
River State as a 
hub for film 
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generated by the 
programme and 
translating the 
training into 
tangible 
opportunities for 
young creatives.

Certificates were 
presented to 
participants by the 
Commissioner for 
Tourism, Arts and 
Culture, Mr. Obi 
Ayuk, while the 
resource persons 
were appreciated 
for their 
contributions to 
the success of the 
programme.

River State Next 
Star Initiative, 
Prince Godswill 
Edward, stressed 
the enormous value 
and potential of the 
creative industry, 
urging participants 
to critically engage 
with the knowledge 
acquired and apply 
it meaningfully in 
their various areas 
of practice.

Edward said strong 
collaboration among 
stakeholders would 
be essential to 
sustaining the 
momentum 

empowering young 
people through the 
creative sector.

The Chairman of 
CRS-YES, Dr. Kalita 
Aruku, 
commended the 
participants for 
their commitment 
throughout the 
training and 
encouraged them 
to put the skills 
acquired during 
the masterclass 
into practice.

Chairman of the 
Central Planning 
Committee, Cross 







































SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR
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nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 
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aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 
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Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 
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accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 
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Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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