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Gov. Otu’s Three Years Extraordinary, 
Cross River Recovering 

“The Evidence 
Before Us: A 
Statement on the 
State of Cross 
River and Our 
Common Future,” 
where he said his 
verdict was based 
on an examination 
of what the 
administration 
inherited, the 
resources available 
to it, accumulated 
liabilities, debt, 
revenue, 
infrastructure, 
asset recovery and 
emerging 
economic 
initiatives.

He recalled that 
Cross River was 
handed over in 
May 2023 with a 
domestic debt of 
approximately 
N204.05 billion, 
substantial foreign-
denominated 
obligations, 

extraordinary”, 
declaring that Cross 
River State is 
recovering from the 
deep fiscal, 
institutional and 
infrastructural 
challenges inherited 
in 2023.

Bassey made the 
assessment at a 
world press 
conference titled 

erritorial TArchbishop 
of Calabar 

and Convener of 
the Cross River 
State Christian 
Leaders Forum, 
Archbishop Josef 
Bassey, has 
described 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu’s three 
years in office as 
“absolutely 

By Daniel Bebia

— Archbishop Bassey
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carried substantial 
external 
obligations of 
about $223 million 
as of the end of 
2025.

Bassey particularly 
commended the 
recovery of 
Tinapa, describing 
it as an important 
asset of the state 
that had been lost 
to the Asset 
Management 
Corporation of 
Nigeria (AMCON) 
but was now back 
under Cross River’s 
control. He, 
however, stressed 
that the facility 
must be made 
economically 
productive, 
warning that 
“recovery alone is 
not enough. 
Tinapa must now 
work.”

He also highlighted 
the reconstruction 
and rehabilitation 
of major public 
assets, including 

relatively limited 
fiscal resources and 
the difficult 
economic conditions 
under which the 
administration had 
operated.

He also pointed to 
growth in the 
state’s internally 
generated revenue, 
noting that National 
Bureau of Statistics 
figures put Cross 
River’s IGR at 
approximately 
N21.1 billion in 
2022 and N31.56 
billion in 2023, 
while state fiscal 
records 
subsequently 
reported about 
N46.3 billion in 
independent 
revenue for 2024. 
Bassey said the 
simultaneous rise in 
revenue capacity 
and decline in 
domestic debt was 
evidence of a 
positive fiscal 
direction, although 
he cautioned that 
the state still 

accumulated 
workers’ and 
pension liabilities, 
promotion arrears 
and unpaid 
gratuities, while 
several public 
institutions and 
government assets 
had suffered years 
of deterioration. 
“We were in a 
deep pit. All the 
accounts of the 
state were in red 
with heavy debts 
on them,” he said.

The Archbishop, 
however, noted 
that the state’s 
domestic debt had 
declined to 
approximately 
N137.36 billion by 
December 2025 
and N132.30 
billion by March 
2026, representing 
a reduction of 
about N71.7 billion 
from the June 
2023 figure. He 
said the reduction 
was particularly 
significant given 
Cross River’s 
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unfinished but said 
the technical 
studies, regulatory 
processes, 
investment 
mobilisation, 
financing initiatives 
and evacuation-
corridor planning 
were important 
steps that must 
now lead to 
execution.

He urged the 
government to 
move beyond 
recovery into 
aggressive 
development, 
noting that 
resources currently 
being expended on 
rebuilding 
collapsed 
institutions and 
settling inherited 
liabilities could 
eventually be 
redirected towards 
industries, 
innovation, 
education, 
healthcare and 
enterprise. 
According to him, 
“We have spent 

2015. He also 
commended efforts 
to rebuild the civil 
service through 
recruitment, 
promotions, training 
and digitisation, 
while stressing the 
need to restore 
merit, 
professionalism, 
institutional 
discipline and 
competence.

Bassey said the 
administration’s 
emerging economic 
architecture, 
particularly 
initiatives in cocoa, 
coffee and oil palm, 
Project Grow, the 
Bakassi Deep 
Seaport, tourism 
and aviation 
infrastructure, as 
well as efforts to 
pursue Cross River’s 
maritime and 
petroleum rights, 
could provide the 
foundation for 
sustained economic 
growth. He stressed 
that the deep 
seaport remained 

the Governor’s 
Office, State 
Library, Cultural 
Centre Complex, 
government 
lodges, Local 
Government 
Service 
Commission and 
CICC facilities. 
According to him, 
restoring 
deteriorated public 
infrastructure may 
offer less political 
visibility than 
building new 
projects, but 
remains critical to 
recovering the 
state’s institutional 
inheritance.

On workers’ 
welfare, the 
Archbishop 
acknowledged 
progress in 
addressing 
inherited gratuity 
obligations, noting 
that no gratuity 
had been paid 
between 2009 and 
2023, while 
payments had now 
been made up to 
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acknowledge it. 
Where government 
must do more, I 
will demand it,” he 
said, adding that 
measured against 
what was 
inherited, the 
resources available 
and the prevailing 
economic 
circumstances, 
Otu’s three-year 
record was 
“absolutely 
extraordinary” and 
Cross River was 
steadily 
recovering.

publicly identifying 
with God and 
dedicating Cross 
River State to God, 
saying this should 
translate into higher 
standards of justice, 
integrity, 
righteousness and 
responsible 
stewardship. He 
stressed that such a 
position did not 
exempt government 
from scrutiny but 
should strengthen 
its obligation to 
serve the people 
faithfully.

Declaring that his 
loyalty was to Cross 
River State rather 
than any 
government or 
political party, 
Bassey said he had 
applied the same 
standard to the Otu 
administration that 
he had applied to 
previous 
governments. 
“Where government 
fails, I will speak. 
Where government 
succeeds, I will 

three years buying 
back our past. 
Now, we must 
build our future.”

The Archbishop, 
however, called for 
a stronger 
government team 
as the 
administration 
enters its next 
phase, warning 
that some 
appointees lacked 
the competence 
and capacity 
required to 
translate the 
Governor’s vision 
into measurable 
results. He urged 
Governor Otu to 
prioritise character, 
competence, 
capacity, track 
record and 
execution in 
making strategic 
appointments, 
rather than 
political 
considerations.

Bassey also 
commended 
Governor Otu for 
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Group Backs Gov. Otu, Nominates Ekpang 
to Advisory Council, Unveils “Complete 
the Eight”

The Director-
General of the 
group, Engr. 
Maurice Nkong, 
disclosed this on 
Thursday when 
the organisation 
paid a courtesy 
visit to Erasmus 
Ekpang in his 

Commissioner for 
Lands, Dr. Erasmus 
Ekpang, to its 
Advisory Council 
and unveiling plans 
for its “Complete 
the Eight 
Campaign” ahead of 
the 2027 political 
season.

olitical Padvocacy 
group, CODE 

888, has 
expressed support 
for the 
performance of 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu’s 
administration, 
nominating the 

By Afiong Ndem
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had over the years 
mobilised support 
around what it 
considered fairness 
and continuity in 
political 
representation, 
adding that the 
“Complete the 
Eight Campaign” 
would mobilise 
support for the 
continuation of the 
present 
administration 
based on its 
assessment of 
Governor Otu’s 

advocate equity, 
justice and fairness 
in the distribution of 
political 
opportunities across 
Cross River State, 
particularly in 
response to 
concerns over 
perceived 
imbalances in the 
rotation of political 
leadership among 
the state’s 
senatorial districts.

He explained that 
the organisation 

office in Calabar, 
explaining that the 
engagement was 
aimed at formally 
introducing CODE 
888 to the 
Commissioner, 
appreciating him 
for promptly 
responding to its 
request and 
seeking his 
participation in its 
activities.

Nkong said CODE 
888 was 
established to 
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Erasmus Ekpang to 
serve on CODE 
888’s Advisory 
Council. He was 
subsequently 
decorated with the 
group’s regalia 
alongside other 
respected 
individuals 
expected to 
contribute their 
experience, 
guidance and 

improvements in 
security in Calabar 
and other parts of 
the state, as well as 
interventions in 
waste management, 
road construction 
and rehabilitation 
and primary 
healthcare.

A major highlight of 
the visit was the 
nomination of 

performance.

The group 
commended the 
Governor’s 
interventions in 
security, 
infrastructure, 
healthcare, 
environmental 
sanitation, 
employment and 
other sectors. It 
particularly noted 
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members of CODE 
888 for the visit 
and the confidence 
reposed in him, 
describing his 
nomination to the 
Advisory Council 
as an honour and 
assuring the group 
of his willingness 
to provide 
appropriate 
guidance and 
support within the 
limits of his 
responsibilities.

The Commissioner 
also acknowledged 
the leadership of 
Governor Otu, 
highlighting the 
administration’s 

expressed 
confidence that the 
Commissioner’s 
experience would 
add value to its 
Advisory Council.

The group 
reiterated its 
commitment to the 
principles of justice, 
fairness and equity, 
while preparing for 
its activities and the 
“Complete the Eight 
Campaign” ahead of 
the 2027 political 
season.

Responding, Dr. 
Erasmus Ekpang 
thanked the 
leadership and 

strategic counsel 
to the 
organisation.

The CODE 888 
delegation 
expressed 
appreciation to the 
Commissioner, 
Permanent 
Secretary, 
Directors and staff 
of the Ministry for 
the warm 
reception. The 
group also 
commended 
Governor Otu for 
appointing what it 
described as 
competent 
leadership in the 
Ministry and 
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to ensure that 
developments 
comply with 
approved 
standards, 
stressing that 
development 
control must be 
guided by 
technical 
competence, 
professionalism 
and the public 
interest. He also 
assured the 
delegation that his 
doors remained 
open to 
stakeholders 
seeking 
appropriate 
guidance and 
support.

responsible land 
administration and 
effective 
development 
control, noting that 
proper assessment 
of land, soil 
composition and the 
suitability of sites 
for different 
categories of 
development were 
essential to 
preventing 
avoidable disasters 
and ensuring 
sustainable urban 
development.

He called for 
stronger 
collaboration among 
professionals and 
relevant authorities 

extensive road 
construction and 
rehabilitation 
projects, efforts to 
strengthen 
healthcare facilities 
and recruit health 
personnel, as well 
as initiatives in 
environmental 
sanitation, 
diaspora 
engagement and 
the revitalisation of 
government-
owned media and 
printing 
institutions.

Speaking on the 
Ministry of Lands, 
Dr. Erasmus 
Ekpang stressed 
the importance of 
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UNICROSS HODs Tasked to Raise Standards, 
Drive University’s Transformation

HODs at the 
Conference Room 
of her office, 
providing a 
platform for 
Management and 
academic leaders 
to deliberate on 
institutional 
responsibilities, 
challenges and 
strategies for 
improving 
academic 

discipline and 
driving the 
University’s 
transformation 
through hard work, 
accountability and 
commitment to 
excellence.

Prof. Bassey gave 
the charge, 
Thursday, during 
an interactive 
meeting with 

he Vice TChancellor 
of the 

University of 
Cross River State 
(UNICROSS), 
Prof. Francisca 
Bassey, has 
tasked Heads of 
Departments 
(HODs) with 
raising academic 
standards, 
upholding 

By Kingsley Agim
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commitment to 
students and the 
development of 
Cross River State 
would attract 
recognition and 
opportunities for 
staff. “God 
rewards hard 
work. If you do 
well, you will be 
called for 
positions you did 
not lobby for. If 
you have the 
interest of these 
children and 
Cross River State 
at heart, God will 

inspiration from 
the Bible, she said, 
“There is nothing 
impossible to him 
that believeth. 
When you focus 
your eyes on what 
you want to 
achieve, you can 
achieve it despite 
the obstacles. If 
we have that 
mindset we can 
achieve the best 
for UNICROSS.”

She stressed that 
genuine dedication 
to duty and 

administration 
and the overall 
development of 
the University.

Commending the 
HODs for their 
dedication, the 
Vice Chancellor 
urged them to 
remain focused 
on their 
responsibilities 
and work 
collectively 
towards building 
a stronger 
institution. 
Drawing 
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programmes. But 
do personal 
training and 
improve on 
yourselves,” she 
said.

On infrastructure, 
the Vice 
Chancellor 
assured the 
HODs that 
bad roads 
within some 
parts of the 
University’s 
campuses 
would be 
addressed, 
stressing 
UNICROSS’s 
strategic 
responsibilit
y for 
producing 
the 
manpower 

required by Cross 
River State and 
the nation. “We 
desire to have 
attention because 
we train the 
manpower of the 
state and nation. 
Go back and 

while encouraging 
staff members to 
pursue personal 
development and 
continuously 
improve their 
professional 
capacity. “We are 

going to have a lot 
of training. There 
will be more 
exchange 
programmes. 
Those that are 
working will 
benefit from the 
training and 
exchange 

call you to reward 
you. Just do your 
work. The 
blessings will 
come,” she said.

Prof. Bassey 
specifically urged 
the HODs 
to take 
ownership 
of the 
University’s 
transformati
on, 
declaring, 
“Let’s play 
our parts to 
build 
UNICROSS. 
Together 
we can 
change the 
narrative 
and we will 
change the 
narrative.”

She announced 
that the 
University would 
expand 
opportunities for 
staff training and 
exchange 
programmes, 
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(Administration), 
Prof. Thomas 
Ojikpong; 
Registrar, Dr. 
(Mrs) Catherine 
Osai; Librarian, 
Dr. (Mrs) Victoria 
Iyishu; Bursar, Mr. 
Wilson Onoyom; 
Director of 
Academic 
Planning, Prof. 
Hannah Etta; and 
Director of 
Examination and 
Results, Dr. 
Anderson Etika.

organogram in 
addressing 
grievances and 
resolving 
institutional 
concerns. She 
assured the HODs 
of Management’s 
commitment to 
maintaining a 
harmonious 
working 
environment, 
stressing, “We are 
a family.”

Also speaking, the 
Deputy Vice 
Chancellor 
(Academic), Prof. 
Stella Maris-Okey, 
reminded the 
HODs of their 
responsibilities and 
urged them to 
ensure the prompt 
uploading of 
students’ results as 
part of efforts to 
strengthen 
academic 
administration.

The meeting was 
attended by the 
Deputy Vice 
Chancellor 

motivate your 
staff,” she added.

Prof. Bassey 
further directed 
the HODs to 
ensure the 
prompt 
submission and 
uploading of 
students’ results, 
warning that the 
salaries of 
lecturers and 
HODs responsible 
for delaying the 
process would be 
withheld. She also 
reminded them to 
enforce discipline 
within their 
departments and 
ensure that staff 
members shun 
unethical 
practices, 
including 
examination 
malpractice.

The Vice 
Chancellor 
emphasised the 
need for due 
process and 
adherence to the 
University’s 
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Otu’s Performance, Strongest Case 
for Second Term — Ekpenyong
By Kingsley Agim 

office as the 
strongest 
justification for his 
re-election in 2027, 
saying the 

Network, Dr. Bobby 
Ekpenyong, has 
described Governor 
Bassey Edet Otu’s 
performance in 

he Director-TGeneral of 
Neighbour2N

eighbour 
Grassroots 
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According to him, 
the return of 
investors and 
increased 
economic activities 
across the state 
were further 
indications that the 
Otu administration 
was creating an 
environment 
conducive to 
business growth.

“Investors have 
returned to Cross 
River State. 
Businesses are 
flourishing. Look at 
nightlife, 
hospitality, 
entertainment and 
transportation,” he 
said.

Ekpenyong said 
the Governor’s 
engagements 
outside the state 
and country had 
also contributed to 
efforts to attract 
investment, 
stressing that 
Cross River could 
not develop major 

model whose 
architecture had 
attracted attention 
from other states.

“Is Cross River 
State safe under 
Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu? The 
answer is a 
resounding yes. 
Cross River State is 
a security model 
state where other 
governors are 
tapping into the 
security architecture 
and techniques that 
the Governor has 
deployed to provide 
the safe society we 
now enjoy,” 
Ekpenyong said.

He also cited the 
regular payment of 
workers’ salaries 
and the resumption 
of employment into 
the state civil 
service after more 
than a decade as 
evidence of the 
administration’s 
commitment to the 
welfare of Cross 
Riverians.

Governor deserves 
a second term to 
consolidate the 
development gains 
recorded across 
Cross River State.

Ekpenyong said 
the Otu 
administration 
had, in the last 
three years, 
demonstrated 
commitment to 
improving security, 
infrastructure, 
workers’ welfare, 
agriculture and the 
state’s investment 
climate, arguing 
that continuity was 
necessary to 
sustain the 
momentum.

He said one of the 
administration’s 
major 
achievements was 
the creation of a 
relatively safe 
environment for 
residents, 
businesses and 
investors, 
describing Cross 
River as a security 
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Governor Otu’s 
political experience 
and record of 
public service had 
positioned him to 
effectively manage 
the affairs of the 
state, recalling his 
empowerment 
initiatives during 
his time in the 
House of 
Representatives.

“He has the 
pedigree and 
antecedents of 
performance right 
from when he was 
in the House of 
Representatives. 
He introduced 
empowerment, 
empowering 
people. That’s 
what endeared 
Cross Riverians, 
who are not even 
from his political 
divide, to vote 
overwhelmingly for 
him,” he said.

He said his 
assessment of the 
Governor’s 
popularity was 

programme, 
particularly the 
simultaneous 
construction of 
roads across the 
three senatorial 
districts, as 
evidence of a 
broad-based 
development 
strategy.

“Road construction 
is going on across 
the three senatorial 
districts 
simultaneously. It 
has never happened 
before in the history 
of governance in 
Cross River State,” 
Ekpenyong said.

He further praised 
the administration’s 
investment in 
agriculture and 
support for farmers, 
saying the sector 
remained critical to 
strengthening the 
state’s economy 
and improving the 
livelihoods of rural 
communities.

Ekpenyong also said 

projects solely with 
its limited financial 
resources.

He pointed to 
opportunities 
around the Bakassi 
Deep Seaport and 
new oil frontiers as 
examples of areas 
where external 
investment and 
partnerships were 
required, arguing 
that Governor 
Otu’s international 
engagements were 
part of his efforts 
to connect the 
state to the global 
investment 
community.

“We want a 
governor who has 
the connections 
and capacity to 
link Cross River 
State to the 
world,” he said.

The 
Neighbour2Neighb
our DG also 
highlighted the 
administration’s 
infrastructure 
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and deepen its 
interventions 
across key sectors.

Ekpenyong 
maintained that 
Governor Otu’s 
record, rather than 
political rhetoric, 
should form the 
basis of the 2027 
decision, insisting 
that the 
administration’s 
performance had 
provided a 
compelling case 
for continuity.

Bassey Edet Otu-led 
government. They 
are very ready to 
vote for Governor 
Otu,” Ekpenyong 
said.

He urged Cross 
Riverians to support 
the Governor’s re-
election in 2027, 
arguing that a 
second term would 
give the 
administration the 
opportunity to 
consolidate ongoing 
projects, attract 
more investment 

reinforced by his 
interactions with 
residents across 
the state through 
the 
Neighbour2Neighb
our Grassroots 
Network, claiming 
that the feedback 
from communities 
showed strong 
support for Otu’s 
second-term bid.

“The people of 
Cross River State 
are 
overwhelmingly 
behind the Senator 
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Biase VC Hails Gov. Otu’s Sanitation 
Drive, Cites Journal Study on Improved 
Hygiene

he Vice TChairman of 
Biase Local 

Government Area, 
Hon. Chief Ekuma 
Ngwu, JP, has 
commended 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu’s 
sanitation policies, 
saying they have 
yielded visible 
improvements in 
environmental 
hygiene and 
cleanliness across 
Cross River State.

Ngwu’s 
assessment is 
contained in a 
recently published 
study titled 
“Assessment of 
Environmental 
Sanitation 
Practices in 
Calabar City, Cross 
River State, 
Nigeria,” published 

By Kingsley Agim 
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Calabar 
demonstrate what 
sustained 
government action 
and public 
participation can 
achieve,” he said.

The Vice Chairman 
also commended 
the immediate 
past Commissioner 
for Environment, 
Mr. Moses Osogi, 
for his contribution 
to the progress, 
particularly 
through the 
enforcement of 
environmental 
laws and the 
establishment of 
structured waste 
management 
practices.

He called on the 
present 
Commissioner for 
Environment, Hon. 
Effiom Ekaha, to 
consolidate the 
achievements by 
strengthening 
sanitation 
enforcement and 
sustaining 

findings, sanitation 
awareness among 
residents remains 
high, with 91 per 
cent of respondents 
actively 
participating in the 
monthly sanitation 
exercise. The study 
also identified 
effective waste 
management 
systems as an 
important factor in 
improving 
environmental 
hygiene within the 
metropolis.

Ngwu said the 
findings provided 
evidence of the 
impact of the state 
government’s 
sustained attention 
to environmental 
sanitation, 
particularly under 
Governor Otu’s 
administration. “The 
renewed 
commitment to 
environmental 
sanitation has 
produced visible 
results, and the 
gains recorded in 

in the GVU Journal 
of Research and 
Development, 
which examined 
sanitation practices 
in Calabar 
metropolis and 
highlighted 
significant 
improvements in 
environmental 
cleanliness.

The study, 
authored by Ngwu, 
credited recent 
government 
initiatives, 
including the 
renewed monthly 
sanitation exercise, 
upgraded 
sanitation 
infrastructure and 
enhanced waste 
collection, with 
contributing to 
improved public 
health and the 
restoration of 
Calabar’s 
reputation as one 
of Nigeria’s 
cleanest urban 
centres.

According to the 
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responsible citizen 
participation.

He expressed 
optimism that 
continued 
collaboration 
between 
government and 
stakeholders would 
help consolidate 
Cross River’s 
reputation for 
environmental 
cleanliness while 
addressing 
emerging 
sanitation 
challenges in 
Calabar and other 
communities.

The study, 
published in the 
GVU Journal of 
Research and 
Development, is 
available under 
DOI 
10.5281/zenodo.2
1543373.

severe flooding 
across the state.

The study further 
stressed the 
importance of 
sustained public 
participation in 
sanitation activities, 
noting that 
government efforts 
would have greater 
impact when 
residents, 
communities, 
businesses and 
other stakeholders 
take collective 
responsibility for 
maintaining clean 
and healthy 
environments.

Ngwu said 
environmental 
sanitation should be 
treated not only as 
an aesthetic 
concern but also as 
an important public-
health and urban-
development 
priority requiring 
sustained 
investment, 
effective 
infrastructure and 

initiatives that 
have improved 
environmental 
hygiene across the 
state.

Ngwu, however, 
said the study 
identified areas 
requiring further 
intervention, 
including improved 
sanitation 
infrastructure in 
local communities 
and stronger 
partnerships with 
private-sector 
organisations for 
the routine 
maintenance of 
public amenities.

He also advocated 
the deployment of 
modern waste-
processing 
technologies to 
improve waste 
disposal, reduce 
the dumping of 
refuse in drainage 
channels and 
minimise 
environmental 
conditions that 
contribute to 
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CRSMEDA Screens Insurance Firms 
to Protect MSMEs Against Disaster 
Losses

state, leaving 
affected 
entrepreneurs with 
significant financial 
losses and 
hardship.

Speaking on the 
development, the 
Director-General 
and Chief 
Executive Officer 
of CRSMEDA, 
Great Ogban, said 

efforts to 
strengthen 
protection and 
financial resilience 
for Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs).

The initiative 
follows the recent 
devastating fire 
incident that 
destroyed several 
businesses in the 

he Cross TRiver State 
Microfinance 

and Enterprise 
Development 
Agency 
(CRSMEDA) has 
commenced a 
preliminary review 
of leading 
insurance 
companies 
operating in the 
state as part of 

By Kingsley Agim
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selected insurance 
schemes at no cost 
to the business 
owners, describing 
the intervention as 
a strategic 
safeguard 
designed to 
cushion 
entrepreneurs 
against losses 
arising from 
unforeseen 
incidents.

was assessing the 
insurance firms to 
identify 
underwriters 
capable of providing 
MSMEs with 
affordable, 
comprehensive and 
business-friendly 
insurance coverage.

He disclosed that 
eligible small 
businesses would 
be enrolled in 

the evaluation 
formed part of the 
state government’s 
broader 
commitment to 
protecting small 
businesses against 
unforeseen risks 
and ensuring their 
sustainability in 
the face of 
disasters.

Ogban explained 
that the agency 
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business owners 
and their 
employees.

The insurance 
companies 
currently being 
evaluated include 
Fortis Global 
Insurance (FGI), 
led by its Unit 
Manager, 
Anthonette Odey; 
Leadway 
Assurance, led by 
its Branch 
Manager, John 
Orisa; AXA 
Mansard, 
represented by its 
Business 
Development 
Lead, Ubong Edet; 
and International 
Energy Insurance 
(IEI) Plc, 
represented by its 
Head of Business 
Development, 
Cross River State, 
Grace Ikpa.

Ogban said 
CRSMEDA would 
select insurance 
providers whose 
policies offered the 

He said the initiative 
was particularly 
important given the 
vulnerability of 
small businesses to 
unexpected 
disasters, which 
could wipe out 
years of investment 
and threaten the 
livelihoods of 

According to him, 
the screening 
process would 
consider the scope 
of coverage, 
affordability, 
responsiveness 
and the overall 
security 
guarantees offered 
by the respective 
insurance 
providers.
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faster whenever 
unforeseen 
incidents occur.

He said the 
intervention 
underscored the 
state government’s 
commitment to 
creating a safer 
and more resilient 
environment for 
entrepreneurship, 
investment and 
sustainable 
business growth in 
Cross River State.

management 
framework that 
would protect 
businesses from 
future shocks.

The CRSMEDA boss 
maintained that 
strengthening 
insurance protection 
for MSMEs would 
contribute to the 
stability of the 
state’s enterprise 
ecosystem by 
helping affected 
businesses recover 

strongest 
protection and 
were most 
responsive to the 
peculiar needs of 
MSMEs in the 
state.

He stressed that 
the initiative was 
aimed not only at 
responding to the 
consequences of 
recent disasters 
but also at 
establishing a 
sustainable risk-









































SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR



SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 
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aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 
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Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 
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accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 
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Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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