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Cobham to Udama: Take Your Case to 
Court, Not Politics

misinformation 
around recent 
developments in 
the state.

The briefing 
turned 
confrontational 
when questions 
were raised on a 
petition reportedly 
filed against 

instead of engaging 
in what he called 
politically motivated 
attacks.

Cobham spoke in 
Calabar during an 
impromptu media 
briefing convened 
to address what he 
described as 
growing 

he Cross TRiver State 
Commissione

r for Information, 
Pastor Ekpenyong 
Cobham, has told 
critics of the 
Bassey Otu 
administration, 
including Denis 
Udama, to present 
evidence in court 
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for their own 
records in office.

“Political 
engagement 
should be centred 
on policies, 
programmes, 
development 
indices and 
verifiable 
achievements, not 
personal attacks,” 
he said.

Cobham defended 
Governor Otu’s 
frequent 
engagements 
outside the state, 
saying effective 
governance 
requires constant 
interface with 
federal institutions 
to attract projects 
and interventions.

He challenged 
opposition 
politicians to a 
public debate on 
the 
administration’s 
performance.

“Let them call once 

“This is not a 
subject of politics. It 
is a criminal issue. 
It is an act of 
absolute insolence,” 
Cobham said. 

He challenged 
anyone seeking to 
defend Udama to 
do so in court, and 
urged Udama to 
make public any 
information that 
could substantiate 
his allegations.

With Cross River 
approaching 
another election 
cycle, the 
Commissioner said 
citizens deserve 
credible 
information, not 
unsubstantiated 
claims.

He also criticized 
opposition figures 
and former public 
officials for 
attacking the Otu 
administration 
without accounting 

Udama.

Cobham said the 
Cross River 
government was 
not behind the 
petition. He 
argued that if it 
were a 
government 
action, it would 
have emanated 
from the Office of 
the Secretary to 
the State 
Government or the 
Attorney General.

“The individuals 
who initiated the 
petition acted in 
their personal 
capacities, even 
though they used 
their official 
designations for 
identification,” he 
said. 

According to him, 
the matter is 
already before the 
courts and should 
be allowed to run 
its course without 
politicization.
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regular 
engagements to 
ensure accurate 
communication of 
government 
activities.

The exchange 
marks one of the 
administration’s 
strongest 
responses yet to 
its critics as 
political activities 
begin to build up 
ahead of the 2027 
elections.

and evidence-
based.

He urged critics to 
“educate 
themselves to the 
strata” at which the 
administration is 
operating, and 
called for political 
discourse to rise 
above “rudimentary 
arguments.”

Cobham recently 
assumed office and 
has pledged a 
media-friendly 
approach, with 

for a debate. Let 
them try and raise 
the bar,” he said.

The Commissioner 
also highlighted 
the state’s push for 
recognition as an 
oil-producing state 
as a key issue that 
should dominate 
public discourse.

Cobham, who said 
he previously 
operated from the 
opposition, noted 
that criticism must 
be constructive 
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NUJ Calls for return of Ministerial 
Press Briefings in C’River

absence of regular 
ministerial 
briefings has 
created an 
information gap, 
despite the many 
activities of the 
Senator Bassey 
Otu administration.

“Before now, we 
used to have 
ministerial press 
briefings. By that, 
MDAs have the 
opportunity to 
explain. By that, 

projects.

The call was made 
by the NUJ 
Chairman, Comrade 
Archibong Bassey, 
on Thursday during 
a familiarization visit 
by the 
Commissioner for 
Information, Pastor 
Ekpenyong 
Cobham, to the NUJ 
Secretariat in 
Calabar.

Bassey said the 

he Nigeria TUnion of 
Journalists, 

NUJ, Cross River 
State Council has 
appealed to the 
state government 
to reinstate 
quarterly 
ministerial press 
briefings, saying 
citizens are not 
being adequately 
informed about 
government 
policies, 
programmes and 
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partnership. In this 
season of active 
engagement, there 
will be 
dissemination,” he 
said.

The Commissioner 
also declared that 
the doors of the 
Ministry of 
Information would 
remain open to 
journalists and 
that a proper 
media conference 
would soon be 
convened to set 
the agenda for 
collaboration.

“The journalist is 
as important as 
any other public 
office holder. 
Together, we will 
fight the 
challenges of Cross 
River State and 
we’ll enjoy the 
benefits of Cross 
River State,” 
Cobham said.

ministerial press 
briefings. It will go 
a long way to 
promote the 
activities of His 
Excellency,” Bassey 
appealed.

In his response, 
Pastor Cobham 
assured the union 
of a media-friendly 
government and a 
commitment to 
regular information 
dissemination.

Drawing from his 
experience as 
former 
Commissioner for 
Transport, he said 
he kept the media 
abreast of activities 
and would replicate 
same in his new 
role.

“When I was 
Commissioner for 
Transport, I kept 
the media abreast. I 
kept the press 
abreast. Going 
forward, we are 
going to have a 
close working 

we inform Cross 
Riverians. It has 
not been for a long 
time,” she said.

“Just a few days 
ago, we had the 
Commissioner for 
Youth and Sports 
come on a session 
with us. There is 
so much going on, 
but people don’t 
seem to be 
informed. We are 
not highlighting 
policies, programs, 
and projects of His 
Excellency the way 
they should be 
highlighted,” the 
Chairman stated.

He urged the new 
Commissioner to 
push for the return 
of the briefings, 
preferably on a 
quarterly basis, to 
improve 
transparency and 
public awareness.

“Please, sir, it is an 
appeal that we try 
to bring it back. 
Maybe quarterly 
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Otu distances self from Cross River 
Govt. critic’s prosecution

and the 
Commissioner for 
Works, Ankpo Pius, 
accusing Odama of 
making comments 
and social media 
posts allegedly 
considered inciting 
and defamatory of 
the governor.

However, the 
Commissioner for 
Information, 
Ekpenyong 
Cobham, on 
Tuesday said the 
petition was not 
instituted by the 

arrested by the 
police in Festac 
Town, Lagos State, 
and subsequently 
transferred to 
Calabar, where he 
was arraigned 
before a 
Magistrates’ Court 
and remanded in 
prison custody.

His arrest followed 
a petition reportedly 
filed by the Special 
Adviser to the 
Governor on 
General Duties, 
Ekpenyong Akiba, 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has distanced 
Governor Bassey 
Otu from the 
arrest and 
prosecution of 
social 
commentator and 
entrepreneur, 
Dennis Odama, 
saying the case did 
not originate from 
the governor or 
the state 
government.

Odama was 
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whether Odama’s 
alleged actions 
violated existing 
laws regulating the 
social media space 
and whether the 
processes leading 
to his prosecution 
complied with the 
law.

He urged lawyers 
and others seeking 
to defend Odama 
to do so through 
the courts, 
stressing that the 
matter should not 
be determined 
through political 
arguments or 
media 
commentary.

“The due process 
of the law is taking 
its course,” he 
said.

because this 
process never 
originated from 
there.”

According to the 
commissioner, the 
petition was 
initiated by the 
individuals involved 
in their personal 
capacities following 
comments allegedly 
made by Odama 
against officials of 
the state 
government.

He said the matter 
had now entered 
the legal process 
and should be 
allowed to run its 
course rather than 
being politicised.

Cobham said the 
key issue was 

state government, 
stressing that the 
appropriate 
government offices 
would have 
handled the matter 
if it had originated 
from the 
administration.

Cobham stated 
this during an 
impromptu 
engagement with 
journalists in 
Calabar while 
responding to 
questions on 
Odama’s arrest 
and prosecution.

He said, “The state 
government and 
the office of the 
Executive 
Governor should 
be alienated from 
this process 
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report 
authoritatively on 
the 
administration’s 
achievements.

He said the 
initiative was also 
aimed at 
strengthening the 
relationship 
between the 
government and 
the media and 
ensuring that 
members of the 
public received 
accurate 
information.

Cobham, however, 
returned to the 
Odama case, 
maintaining that it 
should not be 
politicised and 
urging all 
stakeholders to 
allow the court to 
determine the 
matter in 
accordance with 
the law.

statements and 
independently verify 
claims before 
publication.

He said the state 
government 
remained 
committed to 
constructive 
engagement with 
journalists and 
would provide 
information on its 
policies, 
programmes and 
projects to help 
curb 
misinformation.

As part of the 
effort, Cobham 
disclosed that the 
government 
planned to conduct 
a project-by-project 
assessment to 
establish the actual 
status of its 
projects.

According to him, 
the exercise would 
give journalists 
access to verified 
information and 
enable them to 

The commissioner 
also challenged 
Odama to make 
public any 
information he 
might have 
concerning 
allegations against 
the state 
government, 
particularly claims 
that some 
government 
officials were being 
shielded from 
redeployment 
because they 
allegedly 
possessed 
compromising 
information.

He said if Odama 
had such 
information, he 
should submit it to 
the appropriate 
authorities rather 
than circulate it on 
social media.

Turning to the role 
of the media, 
Cobham urged 
journalists to go 
beyond official 
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Special Duties Commissioner Charges 
Abuja Liaison Office Staff on Efficiency, 
Discipline

to the Liaison 
Office in Asokoro, 
Abuja, as part of 
efforts to acquaint 
himself with the 
operations of the 
office and interact 
with its personnel.

The Commissioner 
urged staff to 
cooperate with him 
and the leadership 
of the Liaison 

remain committed 
to their 
responsibilities and 
uphold the 
standards required 
to effectively project 
the image and 
interests of the 
state.

Arikpo gave the 
charge on Monday 
during a 
familiarisation visit 

he newly Tappointed 
Commissione

r for Special Duties 
and 
Intergovernmental 
Relations, Cross 
River State, Hon. 
Dodeye Ikpi 
Arikpo, has 
charged staff of 
the Cross River 
State Liaison 
Office, Abuja, to 

By Uchino Amatey
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drivers and 
protocol officers, 
directing them to 
appear in suits and 
ties while on 
official duties. He 
pledged to provide 
white shirts for 
drivers to facilitate 
compliance with 
the directive.

The Commissioner 
encouraged staff 
to see their 
respective 

exemplify 
professionalism, 
excellence and 
discipline, warning 
that poor attitude to 
work would not be 
tolerated.

Arikpo also 
emphasised the 
importance of 
appropriate 
dressing and 
professional 
appearance, 
particularly among 

Office in advancing 
the People First 
agenda of 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu and 
contributing to the 
growth and 
development of 
Cross River State.

He stressed that, 
as representatives 
of the state in the 
nation’s capital, 
personnel of the 
office must 
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Usani appealed for 
greater integration 
of the Liaison 
Office into state 
government 
programmes and 
initiatives, noting 
that personnel 
sometimes felt 
excluded from 
incentives and 
other benefits 

available to 
staff of 
ministries, 
departments 
and agencies in 
Calabar.

Ifere, on her 
part, called for 
improved staff 
welfare 
packages to 
cushion the 
effects of 
prevailing 

economic realities 
and enhance the 
morale and 
productivity of 
personnel.

cooperation and 
commitment to 
supporting his 
mandate and 
ensuring the 
effective discharge 
of the office’s 
responsibilities.

Speaking during the 
interaction, the 

Head of Accounts, 
Mrs. Ekora Usani, 
and the Head of 
Registry, Mrs. Kuwo 
Ifere, highlighted 
some of the 
concerns affecting 
personnel of the 
office.

responsibilities as 
an integral part of 
the state’s 
administrative 
machinery, 
stressing that 
efficiency, 
discipline and 
dedication were 
essential to the 
effective 
functioning of the 
Liaison 
Office.

In her 
opening 
remarks, the 
Special 
Adviser, 
Cross River 
State Liaison 
Office, 
Abuja, Mrs. 
Sarah 
Archibong, 
congratulate
d Arikpo on his 
appointment, 
describing him as 
a “round peg in a 
round hole.”

Archibong assured 
the Commissioner 
of the staff’s 
loyalty, 
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Otu Slashes Inter-City Transport Tickets, 
Cuts Charges by Over 40% in Cross River

environment for 
transport 
operators.

Under the new 
arrangement, 
outbound inter-
city drivers will 
now pay ₦750, 
down from the 
previous ₦1,350, 
representing a 
reduction of 
₦600, while 
drivers operating 
from private 
parks will pay 
₦450, compared 
with the former 
₦750.

The reduction, 
contained in a 
press release 
signed by the 
Governor’s Chief 
Press Secretary, 
Linus Obogo, 
followed 
extensive 
consultations with 
stakeholders in 

transport tickets 
payable by inter-
city drivers across 
the state, in a 
move aimed at 
easing operating 
costs and creating 
a more conducive 

ross River 

CState 
Governor, 

Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu, has 
approved a 
significant 
reduction in 

By Afiong Ndem
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efficient 
transportation 
network to 
connect 
communities, 
businesses and 
investment 
destinations.

Affordable 
transportation is 
particularly 
important to the 
movement of 
agricultural 
produce and 
other resources 
from rural 
communities to 
urban markets, 
while also 
enabling people 
to access 

The initiative is 
also expected to 
facilitate the 
movement of 
people and goods, 
strengthen 
linkages between 
communities and 
markets, and 
support 
commercial 
activities across 
Cross River.

With its 
agricultural 
resources, tourism 
assets and growing 
economic 
opportunities, the 
state relies 
significantly on an 

the transport 
sector and 
reflects the 
administration’s 
response to 
concerns affecting 
the daily 
operations and 
livelihoods of 
transport 
operators.

The new charges 
are expected to 
reduce the 
financial burden 
on transport 
operators while 
contributing to a 
more efficient 
transportation 
system across the 
state.

CROSS RIVER STATE
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sustainable 
livelihoods and 
inclusive 
economic 
development.

The latest 
intervention is 
expected to 
provide relief for 
transport 
operators and 
further 
strengthen the 
transportation 
sector as a critical 
component of 
Cross River’s 
economic 
development.

the 
administration’s 
approach of 
engaging relevant 
stakeholders in 
developing 
practical responses 
to economic 
pressures affecting 
businesses and 
livelihoods.

The state 
government 
reiterated its 
determination to 
sustain 
consultations with 
stakeholders and 
pursue policies 
that reduce 
unnecessary 
burdens on 
businesses while 
promoting 

economic 
opportunities and 
essential services 
across the state.

The Governor’s 
approval 
underscores his 
administration’s 
wider 
commitment to 
policies that 
promote 
economic activity, 
improve the 
business 
environment and 
support the 
welfare of 
transport 
operators and 
other citizens.

The reduction 
also reinforces 











































SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR



SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 



SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 



SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 
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accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 



SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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