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To become a leading Nigerian State with

CROSS RIVER STATE

VISION STATEMENT

To project and protect the image of Government

and act as Chief Image Maker/Spokesman

for the State as well as supervision

of the State Media Organisation.

To be the best organ of the State

for the promotion of positive values,

its image and overall endowment to

Cross Riverians, Nigerians

and the Diaspora.

To utilize in harmony all apparatus

of government media to effectively

disseminate information, educate and

entertain the public, using the electronic,

print  media and interpersonal

communication channels.

VISION

Mission

prosperous, healthy and well educated citizens;

living in harmony with people  and nature, and pursuing

legitimate interest in freedom moderated by good governance.

MINISTERIAL MANDATE
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LG Recruitment: Cross River Govt Retains 
821, Approves 4,000 Fresh Jobs

investigate the 
recruitment 
conducted by the 
defunct Local 
Government 
Commission.

In a statement 
dated September 
9, 2026 and 
signed by the 
Secretary to the 
State 
Government, Prof. 

applicants 
following the 
cancellation of the 
flawed 2024/2025 
recruitment 
exercise.

The decision 
followed the 
submission and 
consideration of 
the report of the 
Panel of Enquiry 
set up to 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has retained 821 
personnel from 
the recent Local 
Government 
recruitment 
exercise and 
approved 4,000 
fresh jobs, 
creating a new 
opportunity for 
qualified 

By Kingsley Agim
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statement, the 
new process will 
deploy digital 
platforms and 
modern 
procedures to 
objectively 
determine staffing 
needs and ensure 
that recruitment 
is based on 
established 
requirements.

“Persons affected 
by this difficult 
but necessary 
decision who 
possess the 
requisite 
qualifications and 
requirements are 
encouraged to 
reapply through 
the new 
recruitment 
process,” the 
government said.

The government 
also directed the 
Attorney-General 
of the State and 
relevant law-
enforcement 
agencies to 
immediately 

slots, institutional 
complicity, 
ineptitude and 
breaches of public 
service ethics.

Consequently, all 
other persons who 
entered the payroll 
through 
unauthorized or 
illegal recruitment 
processes will be 
phased out, while 
legitimate 
employees lawfully 
recruited with due 
government 
approval will 
continue to receive 
their salaries as 
and when due.

Announcing the 
fresh recruitment 
opportunity, the 
government said it 
had “graciously 
approved the 
recruitment of 
4,000 personnel 
through a fresh 
and transparent 
recruitment 
exercise.”

According to the 

Anthony Owan-
Enoh, the 
government said 
the 821 personnel 
duly approved by 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu, 
including 83 
CROSIEC 
personnel initially 
employed by the 
State Civil Service 
Commission and 
later redeployed 
to the Local 
Government 
Service 
Commission, 
would be retained 
on the 
government 
payroll.

The government 
said the panel 
found the wider 
recruitment 
exercise 
fundamentally 
flawed, citing the 
absence of 
executive 
approvals, 
widespread job 
racketeering, 
commercialization 
of employment 
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affected persons 
and members of 
the public to 
remain calm and 
take advantage of 
the new window 
provided by the 
4,000 fresh jobs, 
reaffirming its 
commitment to 
building a 
professional, 
transparent, 
efficient and 
people-centred 
public service.

described as a 
criminal enterprise, 
the government 
maintained that it 
could not assume 
responsibility for 
appointments that 
were neither 
authorized nor 
approved nor 
issued through 
lawful recruitment 
processes.

“Government 
cannot assume 
responsibility for 
appointments that 
were never 
authorized, 
approved or issued 
through lawful 
recruitment 
process,” the 
statement said, 
adding that doing 
otherwise would 
amount to 
legitimising fraud, 
compromising due 
process and 
undermining the 
integrity of the 
public service.

Government 
appealed to 

commence 
investigations into 
the circumstances 
surrounding the 
previous 
recruitment 
exercise and 
prosecute 
persons found 
culpable in 
accordance with 
the law.

To cushion the 
impact of the 
decision on 
persons who will 
be removed from 
the payroll, 
government said 
compensatory 
benefits would be 
paid to affected 
persons, while 
steps would also 
be taken to 
comprehensively 
unbundle and 
sanitise the entire 
Local Government 
payroll.

While expressing 
sympathy with 
citizens who may 
have fallen victim 
to what it 
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Carnival Commission Unveils Essay, 
Creative Writing Competition to 
Boost Reading Culture

interest in reading 
and learning.

The Commission 
said the 
competition 
reflects its 
determination to 
use the Carnival 
Calabar platform 
to create 
opportunities that 
extend beyond 
entertainment 
and tourism, 
particularly in 
education, youth 
empowerment, 

young people 
across the State.

The initiative, 
which is part of the 
Commission’s 
human capital 
development 
agenda, is 
designed to 
provide young 
Cross Riverians 
with a platform to 
showcase their 
intellectual 
abilities, creativity 
and writing skills 
while rekindling 

he Cross TRiver State 
Carnival 

Commission, 
under the 
leadership of its 
Chairman, Sir 
Gabe Onah, has 
unveiled the 2026 
Carnival Calabar 
Essay and 
Creative Writing 
Competition as 
part of efforts to 
revive the culture 
of reading and 
writing among 
students and 

By Ibu Harrywills
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Under the 
secondary school 
category, the 
overall best 
contestant will 
receive a 
scholarship, while 
the top three 
winners will be 
rewarded with 

laptops. 
Their 
respective 
schools will 
also receive 
laptops to 
strengthen 
digital 
learning 
and support 
teaching 
and 
learning.

The programme 
will further 
provide textbooks 
to the top 10 
schools, alongside 
branded exercise 
books and other 
learning 
materials, 
including school 
bags, pens and 
mathematical 

The competition 
will feature two 
categories, with 
Category A open 
to secondary 
school students 
and Category B for 
students of tertiary 
institutions.

To ensure 

credibility, fairness 
and transparency, 
the Commission 
said entries would 
be independently 
evaluated by the 
Department of 
Theatre and Media 
Studies, University 
of Calabar, after 
the examination.

creativity and 
human capital 
development.

The 2026 edition 
will be conducted 
under 
standardised 
examination 
conditions across 
six centres 
strategicall
y 
distributed 
across the 
three 
senatorial 
districts of 
the State. 
The 
centres are 
Obudu and 
Ogoja in 
the 
Northern 
Senatorial 
District; Ikom and 
Ugep in the 
Central Senatorial 
District; and 
Akamkpa and 
Calabar in the 
Southern 
Senatorial 
District.
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other learning 
materials 
incorporated into 
the programme, 
the competition is 
expected to 
contribute 
significantly to 
nurturing the next 
generation of 
Cross River 
writers, thinkers 
and creative 
talents.

The Commission 
therefore called 
on students and 
educational 
institutions across 
the State to 
embrace the 
opportunity and 
become part of a 
new generation of 
young people 
empowered 
through 
knowledge, 
creativity and the 
written word.

Riverians.

The Commission 
explained that the 
competition was 
expected to 
stimulate renewed 
interest in reading 
and creative 
writing while 
providing practical 
educational 
resources to 
schools and 
tertiary institutions 
across the State.

It noted that the 
initiative would 
further reinforce 
the vision of 
positioning 
Carnival Calabar 
beyond its 
traditional cultural 
and tourism 
identity by creating 
opportunities that 
contribute to the 
intellectual and 
socio-economic 
development of 
Cross River youths.

With scholarships, 
laptops, textbooks, 
exercise books and 

sets.

Similarly, in the 
tertiary institution 
category, the 
overall best writer 
will receive a 
scholarship, while 
the top three 
contestants will 
receive laptops. 
The top five 
departments will 
also receive 
branded 
hardcover books 
to support 
academic 
activities.

Sir Gabe Onah, 
Chairman of the 
Carnival 
Commission, said 
the initiative 
underscores the 
Commission’s 
commitment to 
making Carnival 
Calabar a 
platform for 
meaningful 
investment in the 
intellectual 
development of 
young Cross 
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Cross River Govt Deepens Education 
Reforms, Introduces Student ID Number

African People’s 
Institute, Calabar.

Odey explained 
that the 
identification 
number would 
remain with each 
learner throughout 
their educational 
journey in the 
State, including 
when a student 
transfers from one 
school to another. 
He said the 
initiative would 

schools across the 
State.

The Commissioner 
for Education, 
Senator Professor 
Stephen Odey, 
disclosed this during 
a recent pre-
resumption 
stakeholders’ 
meeting with 
principals and head 
teachers in the 
Southern 
Educational Zone, 
held at the West 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has intensified 
efforts to 
strengthen 
accountability, 
digitalisation and 
effective service 
delivery in the 
education sector, 
with the 
introduction of a 
Student 
Identification 
Number for every 
learner in public 

By Patricia Ogbeche
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the 2026/2027 
academic session, 
warning schools 
against the use of 
unauthorised 
curriculum 
materials.

He reiterated the 
government’s 

also disclosed that 
the Ministry had 
secured the 
approved revised 
curricula from the 
Nigerian 
Educational 
Research and 
Development 
Council (NERDC) for 

improve student 
tracking, 
strengthen 
education planning 
and eliminate 
discrepancies in 
school enrolment 
figures.

The Commissioner 
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first day of the 
new academic 
session, 
irrespective of the 
number of pupils 
or students 
present.

He charged 
principals and 
head teachers to 
embrace 
professionalism, 
accountability and 

Ahead of the 
September 14 
resumption date, 
Odey directed 
school 
administrators to 
ensure that their 
schools were clean, 
safe and conducive 
for learning, 
stressing that 
teaching must 
commence 
immediately on the 

directive that only 
approved 
textbooks must be 
used in public 
schools, urging 
principals and 
head teachers to 
obtain the official 
textbook list 
before 
recommending 
books to students 
or parents.
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that the Ministry 
was working 
towards further 
innovations that 
would enable 
students to 
download their 
certificates online 
after the release of 
results.

Odey, however, 
cautioned school 
administrators 
against late 
examination 
registration and 
errors in students’ 
registration and 
continuous 
assessment 

results, including 
the Primary Six 
Placement 
Examination, Basic 
Education 
Certificate 
Examination (BECE) 
and SS II Mock 
Examination.

He noted that the 
digitalisation of 
examination 
processes had 
significantly 
improved access to 
results, enabling 
students to check 
their results online 
without travelling to 
Calabar. He added 

effective service 
delivery, while 
continuously 
upgrading their 
knowledge, 
administrative 
competence and 
digital skills to 
meet the changing 
demands of 
education.

The Commissioner 
commended 
education 
managers for their 
role in the 
successful conduct 
and prompt 
release of the 
state’s examination 
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trespass on school 
lands, as well as 
other challenges 
affecting their 
schools, through 
the appropriate 
education boards 
for necessary 
intervention.

He called on 
education 
secretaries, 
coordinating 
directors, board 
chairmen, 
executive 
secretaries and 
other stakeholders 
to work collectively 
towards achieving 
the 
administration’s 
education 

teachers were 
present in school 
and students 
received quality 
instruction.

He warned 
administrators 
against shielding 
absentee teachers, 
stressing that those 
who protected 
teachers who 
collected salaries 
without reporting 
for duty would face 
disciplinary action.

Odey further 
directed school 
administrators to 
promptly report 
cases of 
encroachment or 

records, directing 
them to take 
greater 
responsibility for 
the accuracy of 
digital records.

On teachers’ 
welfare, the 
Commissioner said 
the state 
government had 
prioritised the 
payment of 
outstanding 
salaries and 
implementation of 
approved 
promotions, urging 
school 
administrators to 
reciprocate the 
gesture by 
ensuring that 
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to ensure 
compliance with 
government 
policies, identify 
gaps and provide 
timely 
interventions, 
stressing that the 
ultimate goal was 
to create better 
learning 
environments and 
improve 
educational 
outcomes for 
children across 
Cross River State.

transforming the 
education sector 
was a collective 
responsibility, 
urging school 
administrators to 
justify the 
confidence reposed 
in them by the 
government 
through discipline, 
integrity, 
accountability and 
commitment to 
duty.

He assured 
stakeholders that 
the Ministry would 
sustain its 
monitoring of 
schools through 
scheduled and 
unscheduled visits 

objectives.

The Commissioner 
commended 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu for his 
continued 
commitment to the 
development of 
the education 
sector, noting that 
the State had 
recorded progress 
in infrastructure, 
digitalisation, 
examination 
administration, 
teacher welfare 
and other areas of 
educational 
development.

Odey stressed that 
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Carnival Commission Drives Fitness Campaign 
Ahead of Carnival Calabar 2026

Effiom, made the 
call during the 
latest edition of 
the Carnival 
Fitness Jam in 
Calabar.

Effiom explained 
that the Carnival 
Fitness Jam was 
introduced by the 
Commission in 
2025 as part of its 
preparations for 

regular physical 
exercise as part of 
efforts to promote 
healthy living and 
build physical 
stamina for the 
carnival season.

The Commissioner 
in charge of 
Marketing, Cross 
River State Carnival 
Commission, Mr. 
Effiom Bassey 

he Cross TRiver State 
Carnival 

Commission has 
intensified its 
fitness campaign 
ahead of Carnival 
Calabar 2026, 
urging Ministries, 
Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs), 
civil servants and 
members of the 
public to embrace 

By Ibu Harrywills
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to reduce the 
fatigue that usually 
comes during the 
dry run and the 
carnival. We have 
marshals, band 
leaders, revellers 
and the general 
public come out to 
exercise and keep 
themselves fit, 
getting ready for 
the carnival dry 
runs and the 
carnival itself,” he 
stated.

The Commissioner 

healthier lifestyles.

According to him, 
the fitness sessions 
bring together 
carnival marshals, 
band leaders, 
revellers, fitness 
instructors and 
members of the 
public to engage in 
physical exercises 
and prepare their 
bodies for the 
demands of the 
carnival season.

“The essence of it is 

Carnival Calabar 
and runs from 
June to December 
each year.

He said the 
initiative was 
designed to help 
participants build 
endurance and 
reduce the 
physical fatigue 
associated with 
carnival dry runs 
and the main 
carnival, while also 
encouraging Cross 
Riverians to adopt 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

Effiom said.

Speaking on 
Carnival Calabar 
2026, the 
Commissioner 
assured residents 
and visitors of an 
exciting 
celebration, noting 
that the event 
would mark the 
21st edition of the 
carnival.

He disclosed that 
the 2026 edition 
would be bigger 

the Commission’s 
fitness sessions and 
make physical 
exercise a regular 
part of their 
lifestyle.

“We all know that 
health is wealth, 
and exercise is one 
of the ways you can 
extend your life. We 
call on the State 
Government and 
other MDAs to join 
us in every Carnival 
Fitness Jam to 
sweat it out and 
exercise together,” 

stressed that the 
fitness campaign 
was not exclusively 
for carnival 
participants, but 
was open to 
everyone, noting 
that wider 
participation would 
help promote a 
culture of fitness 
and healthy living 
across the State.

He therefore called 
on other MDAs, 
civil servants and 
residents to join 
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Calabar 2026, 
assuring that the 
Commission 
remained 
committed to 
delivering a 
successful, vibrant 
and entertaining 
carnival season.

public figures had 
participated in the 
fitness exercise, 
describing the 
growing turnout as 
encouraging.

He urged Cross 
Riverians and 
visitors to look 
forward to a 
memorable Carnival 

and better, 
promising new 
experiences and 
surprises for 
participants and 
spectators.

Effiom also 
revealed that 
government 
officials and other 
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Gilbert Agbor Drums Support for Otu as 
Group Honours His Youth-Centred 
Leadership

The award 
recognised Agbor’s 
contributions to 
youth 
development, 
mentorship and 
empowerment, 
particularly his 
efforts in creating 
opportunities for 
young people to 
participate 
meaningfully in 
governance and 
public service 
across Etung and 

Congress (APC) 
candidates ahead of 
the 2027 general 
elections.

Agbor made the call 
on recently while 
receiving an Award 
of Excellence for 
Youth Development 
and Impactful 
Political Leadership 
from the group at 
his country home in 
Etomi community, 
Etung Local 
Government Area.

he Special TAdviser to 
the Cross 

River State 
Governor on Asset 
Management and 
Recovery, Barr. 
Gilbert Agbor, has 
rallied the 
Defendable Force, 
a youth-led socio-
political group, to 
support Governor 
Bassey Edet Otu, 
President Bola 
Tinubu and all All 
Progressives 

By Kingsley Agim



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

which he would 
work closely.

“I’m going to put 
this group among 
the very special 
groups we will be 
working with,” 
Agbor said, adding 
that he would 
discuss the group 
with the Chief of 
Staff to the 
Governor and brief 
Governor Otu 
about its activities 
upon his return to 
Calabar.

He further assured 
the group that its 
views would 
receive greater 

Edet Otu, and of 
course, Mr. 
President Bola 
Tinubu, Oden Ewa 
for Senate, Blessing 
Egbara for House of 
Representatives, 
and Dr. Erim Agbor 
for House of 
Assembly,” he said, 
assuring the group 
that he would stand 
by his word.

Agbor thanked the 
Defendable Force 
for the recognition 
and promised to 
deepen his 
relationship with the 
organisation, saying 
he would regard it 
as one of the 
special groups with 

Cross River State.

Reaffirming his 
commitment to the 
APC leadership 
and candidates, 
Agbor urged 
members of the 
Defendable Force 
to support 
Governor Otu and 
President Tinubu, 
as well as Oden 
Ewa for Senate, 
Blessing Egbara for 
the House of 
Representatives 
and Dr. Erim Agbor 
for the House of 
Assembly.

“We reaffirm our 
support for 
Senator Bassey 
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He averred that 
the Defendable 
Force, while 
committed to 
holding leaders 
accountable and 
drawing 
government’s 
attention to issues 
affecting the 
people, had 
chosen to support 
leaders whose 
actions aligned 
with the 
aspirations of the 
people, pledging 
the group’s 
support for Agbor’s 
political direction 
and APC 
candidates ahead 
of 2027.

youth development, 
empowerment and 
purposeful 
leadership had 
made him a 
standout figure 
whose impact could 
hardly go 
unnoticed.

Tangbe said Agbor’s 
impact was evident 
in the opportunities 
he had created for 
young people in 
Etomi and other 
parts of Etung to 
participate 
meaningfully in 
governance and 
public service, citing 
his role in 
facilitating their 
appointments into 
government 
positions. He 
stressed that 
Agbor’s influence 
extended beyond 
political 
appointments to 
mentorship, 
empowerment and 
deliberate 
investment in 
people.

consideration in 
future 
engagements, 
declaring: “Moving 
forward, we’ll not 
do anything 
without inputs 
from this group.”

Agbor, in his 
concluding 
remarks, urged the 
group and the 
people of Etung to 
continue to 
maintain peace 
and unity, 
expressing 
optimism that 
better days lay 
ahead. “Let’s just 
keep maintaining 
the peace, above 
all being together; 
better days are 
ahead,” he said.

Presenting the 
award, Chairman 
of the Defendable 
Force, Comrade 
John Tangbe, 
described Agbor as 
“the golden fish” 
of Etung, saying 
his remarkable 
contributions to 
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FG, C'River Commence Livestock 
Surveillance, Target 600 Samples 
For PPR Eradication

The exercise 
targets 600 
livestock samples 
to generate 
scientific data on 
animal health and 
support the 
national effort to 
eradicate Peste 
des Petits 
Ruminants, PPR, 
by 2030.

The exercise 
covers multiple 
livestock species 
and diseases, 
with samples 
expected to 
provide 
information on 
organisms and 
strains circulating 
in different parts 
of the State.

The Director of 
Veterinary 
Services, Cross 

State Government, 
has commenced a 
national sero-
surveillance 
exercise in Cross 
River State. 

he Federal TMinistry of 
Livestock 

Development, in 
collaboration with 
the Cross River 

By Arit Ubi
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livestock brought 
into Cross River 
from major 
producing states, 
including Taraba, 
Benue and 
Adamawa, could 
introduce 
diseases, 
particularly when 
infected animals 
purchased from 
markets are 
mixed with 
existing herds 
and flocks.

Cameroon.

According to him, 
the state serves as 
a key route for 
livestock moving 
into the southern 
part of the country, 
while cross-border 
movement also 
creates a potential 
pathway for the 
introduction of 
animal diseases.

Dr. Undiandeye 
noted that 

River State 
Ministry of 
Livestock, 
Aquaculture and 
Fisheries 
Development, Dr. 
U.J. Undiandeye, 
said Cross River is 
strategically 
important due to 
its significant 
livestock 
population, major 
animal movement 
routes, and 
international 
border with 
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from different 
categories of 
animals.

Dr. Appolos 
revealed that 
additional 
samples were 
collected where 
necessary to 

The Team Leader, 
Dr. Ebi Appolos, 
said field activities 
began in Calabar 
Municipal before 
moving to Calabar 
South, Ikom and 
Ogoja, with 
samples collected 

He disclosed that 
Calabar Municipal, 
Calabar South, 
Ikom and Ogoja 
were randomly 
selected for the 
exercise to ensure 
representation 
across different 
parts of the State.
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preservation, Dr. 
Undiandeye 
explained that the 
veterinary team 
maintained the 
cold chain 
throughout the 
exercise.

“Samples were 

packaged for 
transportation to 
the National 
Veterinary 
Research Institute, 
NVRI, Vom, 
Plateau State, for 
laboratory analysis.

On sample 

replace any that 
might become 
unusable during 
handling or 
transportation.

He added that the 
samples were 
properly 
separated and 
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national goal of 
eradicating PPR 
by 2030. 

He noted that 
reliable scientific 
data from the 
field would 
strengthen 
decision-making 
and help protect 
livestock and the 
livelihoods of 
farmers.

The Director 
called for 
sustained 
collaboration 
among 
government, 
veterinary 
professionals and 
livestock farmers, 
saying collective 
efforts remain 
essential to 
achieving the 
country’s livestock 
health objectives.

the findings will 
provide scientific 
evidence to guide 
future vaccination 
and other 
appropriate 
veterinary 
interventions, 
while contributing 
to the 
development of 
candidate 
vaccines.

The veterinary 
team also 
strengthened 
cooperation with 
livestock farmers 
through direct 
engagement, 
where they 
explained the 
purpose of the 
exercise, the 
sampling process 
and how the 
findings would 
ultimately benefit 
livestock owners.

Dr. Undiandeye 
linked the exercise 
to Nigeria’s 
broader animal 
health objectives, 
particularly the 

stored in cold 
boxes with ice 
packs, while ice 
supplies were 
replenished 
regularly to 
maintain the 
required 
temperature until 
they arrived at 
the National 
Veterinary 
Research 
Institute. 

This measure was 
necessary to 
ensure that the 
samples remained 
suitable for 
laboratory 
analysis," Dr. 
Undiandeye said.

He further 
explained that the 
laboratory 
analysis would 
help determine 
the organisms 
and disease 
strains circulating 
in different 
environments.

According to him, 
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Bekwarra Nation Honours Iyala with 
‘Ohe Eni Unyuo 1’ Chieftaincy Title

performed by the 
Paramount Ruler 
of Bekwarra, His 
Royal Majesty, 
Chief Linus 
Ogbeche Odey, 
took place at the 
weekend at the 
Ukan Roland 
Idagbo Youth 

State Health 
Insurance Agency, 
Chief Godwin Okara 
Iyala, receiving the 
prestigious 
chieftaincy title of 
“Ohe Eni Unyuo 1”, 
meaning “The Great 
Motivator.”

The investiture, 

he Bekwarra Ttraditional 
authority has 

honoured 
distinguished 
personalities for 
their contributions 
to society, with the 
Director General of 
the Cross River 

By Kingsley Agim
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Bekwarra.

The recognition of 
Iyala as “Ohe Eni 
Unyuo 1” adds to 
the growing 
acknowledgement 
of his contributions 
to the 
development of 
Bekwarra and his 
commitment to 
public service, 
particularly his 
efforts in 
advancing 

traditional 
institution in 
recognition of their 
contributions and 
service to the 
people.

Also honoured was 
the Cross River 
State Commissioner 
for Education, 
Senator (Prof.) 
Stephen Odey, 
alongside other 
distinguished sons 
and friends of 

Resource Centre, 
Abuochiche, 
Bekwarra Local 
Government Area, 
as part of activities 
marking the Ipem 
Ihihe, otherwise 
known as the 
Bekwarra New 
Yam Festival.

Iyala was among a 
number of 
prominent 
personalities 
honoured by the 
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production, adding 
that the festival 
had evolved from 
celebrations at 
village and clan 
levels into a major 
gathering that 
brings together 
people from across 
the nation and 
beyond to 
showcase their rich 
cultural heritage.

Ojie urged young 
people to sustain 

rooted in the 
ancestral farming 
heritage of the 
Bekwarra people, 
noting that yam 
remained the “king 
of crops” and a 
major symbol of the 
people’s agricultural 
identity.

He said Bekwarra 
and northern Cross 
River had 
established a strong 
reputation for yam 

accessible and 
affordable 
healthcare through 
his leadership of 
the state health 
insurance agency.

Speaking on the 
significance of the 
event, the 
Chairman of the 
occasion, Chief 
Peter Ojie, 
described the New 
Yam Festival as a 
celebration deeply 
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progress,” he said.

The Chairman of 
Bekwarra Local 
Government Area, 
Hon. Egbung 
Odama Egbung, 
welcomed the 
dignitaries, 
traditional rulers, 
sons and 
daughters of 
Bekwarra and 
other guests to the 
celebration, 
expressing 
optimism that the 
festival would 
continue to 
strengthen unity, 
peace and 
development 
among the people.

Egbung also 
commended the 
traditional 
institution and the 
organising 
committee for 
sustaining the 
cultural festival, 
stressing the 
importance of 
preserving the 
values, traditions 
and communal 

“Farming remains a 
critical part of our 
lives because it is in 
farming that we can 
guarantee food 
security. And if we 
have food security, 
therefore we can 
also move ahead as 
a people that make 

the farming 
tradition, stressing 
that agriculture 
remained central 
to food security 
and the 
socioeconomic 
advancement of 
the people.
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concerning 
Bekwarra and 
humanity at large.

He promised to 
work assiduously 
to contribute to 
the advancement 
of Bekwarra, 
stressing that the 
chieftaincy title 
would serve as 
additional 
motivation for him 
to do more for his 
people.

and the organising 
committee for 
finding him worthy 
of the honour, 
describing the 
recognition as both 
a privilege and a 
greater call to 
service.

“The reward for 
hard work is more 
work,” Iyala said, 
pledging to dedicate 
himself even more 
to matters 

bonds that define 
the Bekwarra 
people. 

He prayed for 
continued peace, 
prosperity and 
progress in 
Bekwarra and 
Cross River State.
In his response, 
Iyala expressed 
deep appreciation 
to the Paramount 
Ruler, the 
Bekwarra people 
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officials, 
community leaders 
and guests, also 
provided an 
opportunity for the 
people to celebrate 
their cultural 
heritage, honour 
distinguished 
personalities and 
reaffirm their 
commitment to the 
unity and 
development of 
Bekwarra.

fellow awardees, 
promising to 
continue working 
for the progress of 
the community and 
declaring that he 
would strive to take 
Bekwarra “higher 
and higher and 
higher.”

The ceremony, 
which brought 
together traditional 
rulers, political 
leaders, 
government 

“I feel highly 
elated to be 
honoured by my 
own people. I have 
been a chief from 
other climes, but 
nothing compares 
to being honoured 
by your own 
people. My joy 
knows no bounds,” 
he said.

Iyala thanked the 
Paramount Ruler, 
the organising 
committee and 
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C' River Positions For Global BPO Market 
As Stakeholders Co-create Policy 
Framework In Calabar

Calabar.

Organized in 
partnership with 
the Tech Talent 
Service, TTS, 
Nigeria 
Programme, a 
consortium 
supported by the 

through the 
Ministry of 
Commerce, has 
hosted a high-
level, two-day 
State Business 
Process 
Outsourcing 
(BPO), Policy 
Roundtable in 

n a strategic Ibid to 
diversify its 

economy and 
create thousands 
of formal digital 
jobs for its youth, 
the Cross River 
State 
Government, 

By Obaseoyi Bassey
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Commissioner for 
Commerce, Dr. 
Mrs. Abigail Duke 
Orok, said the 
state’s emerging 
status provides a 
solid baseline for 
rapid growth.

leaders, and 
development 
partners to build 
an inclusive BPO, 
ecosystem for the 
State.

Speaking during 
the opening 
remarks, the 

Mastercard 
Foundation, 
Tech4Dev, Policy 
Innovation 
Centre, Univelcity, 
and Semicolon, 
the dialogue 
convened 
government 
officials, industry 
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positioned to tap 
into the global 
BPO market, 
projected to 
reach $696 billion 
by 2033. 
With over 
350,000 post-
secondary 
educated 
residents and 
1.93 million 
workers currently 
in informal 
employment, the 
BPO sector offers 
a sustainable 

Commissioner for 
Finance, Dr. 
Michael Odere, 
emphasized that 
the initiative aligns 
with the 
administration’s 
youth technology 
development 
agenda, which has 
already engaged 
over 400 young 
residents in digital 
skills programs.

He noted that 
Cross River is well-

“The goal of this 
policy framework 
is to turn our 
readiness into 
immediate 
investment and 
jobs by closing 
investor-critical 
gaps, leveraging 
existing assets, 
and ensuring our 
youth are job-
ready for 
international and 
domestic buyers,” 
she stated.Also 
speaking, the 
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training and job-
placement pilot 
program in 
Calabar.

The event 
concluded with a 
joint commitment 
by the state 
government, 
private operators, 
and development 
partners to 
finalize the 
executive policy 
document for 
state approval, 
paving the way 
for immediate 
implementation.

Structuring state 
fiscal and non-
fiscal packages 
tied to verified 
hiring quotas for 
women, 
marginalized 
youth, and Persons 
with Disabilities, 
PWDs.

Setting up a 
dedicated single-
window office 
within the Ministry 
of Commerce to 
streamline investor 
aftercare and 
regulatory 
approvals.

Embedding 
mandatory 
inclusive hiring 
requirements into 
state public-private 
contracting 
frameworks.

Finalizing a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding, 
MoU, with 
Tech4Dev/TTS 
Nigeria to launch a 
demand-led 

pathway to 
transition local 
talent into 
structured, high-
value digital roles.

Presenting 
findings from the 
TTS Nigeria State 
Readiness Index, 
program 
facilitators 
revealed that 
Cross River ranks 
9th out of 15 
assessed states in 
Nigeria with a 
55.5% readiness 
score.

Throughout the 
event, 
stakeholders co-
created and 
validated a 9-
Pillar BPO Policy 
Architecture 
covering talent 
development, 
digital 
infrastructure, 
investor 
incentives, 
regulatory 
standards, and 
inclusive hiring 
mandate.
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Emulate Gilbert Agbor’s Grassroots 
Touch, Akpabuyo Chairman Tells 
Political Appointees

Effiong made the 
call on September 
4 when he joined 
Agbor, community 
leaders and 
residents of Etomi 
in Etung Local 
Government Area 
for the Etung 
New Yam Festival, 
which also 

of the Special 
Adviser to the 
Governor on Asset 
Management and 
Recovery, Barr. 
Gilbert Agbor, by 
staying connected 
to their people and 
using their 
positions to foster 
community 
development.

he TChairman of 
Akpabuyo 

Local Government 
Area, Hon. Effiom 
Bassey Effiong, 
has called on 
political 
appointees across 
Cross River State 
to emulate the 
grassroots touch 

By Obaseoyi Bassey … Hails Ogar for hosting football competition
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Gilbert Agbor, are 
representing him 
at various levels,” 
Effiong said, 
commending 
Agbor for 
providing 
leadership and 
identifying with 
his people.

He urged other 
politicians and 
political 
appointees to 
“borrow a leaf” 

expected of 
political 
appointees, noting 
that Governor 
Bassey Edet Otu 
could not 
personally be 
present in every 
community.

“The Governor, 
Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu, cannot 
be everywhere. 
That is why his 
foot soldiers, like 

featured the 
grand finale of a 
football 
tournament 
organised to bring 
the community 
together.

The Akpabuyo 
chairman said 
Agbor’s continued 
identification with 
his people 
demonstrated the 
kind of grassroots 
leadership 
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tournament, 
describing the 
initiative as a 
practical 
demonstration of 
the “People First” 
mantra of the Otu 
administration.

He said Ogar’s 
decision to return 
to his community 
and use the New 

as a potent 
instrument for 
bringing people 
together.

Effiong also 
commended Mr. 
Abednego Ogar, a 
recent appointee 
as a Director in the 
State Lottery 
Board, for hosting 
the football 

from Agbor by 
consistently 
returning to their 
communities, 
listening to their 
people and 
supporting 
initiatives capable 
of promoting 
peace, unity and 
development. He 
particularly 
described football 
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chairman, who 
said he had 
chosen to attend 
the festival 
despite other 
important 
engagements in 
Calabar, also 
donated 
₦500,000 
towards the 
organisation of 
the celebration.

Also speaking, an 
elder statesman 
and political 
leader of Etomi, 

Effiong said the joy 
and happiness 
displayed by the 
people of Etomi 
showed that the 
“Season of 
Sweetness” 
associated with 
Governor Otu’s 
administration was 
being felt at the 
grassroots, urging 
political appointees 
to sustain direct 
engagement with 
their communities.

The Akpabuyo 

Yam festivities to 
create an avenue 
for recreation, 
interaction and 
celebration 
showed that 
public 
appointments 
should deepen, 
rather than 
weaken, the bond 
between leaders 
and their 
communities. 
“That is the way 
to go. I commend 
him,” Effiong said.
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in an exciting 
finale, with Etomi 
Strikers defeating 
Draggers in a 
penalty shootout 
to clinch the top 
prize, adding 
sporting 
excitement to the 
cultural 
celebration.

Odu Oji equally 
commended Ogar, 
whom he 
described as 
Agbor’s protégé, 
saying the hosting 
of the tournament 
showed that he 
was learning fast 
and following the 
example of his 
political mentor by 
giving back to his 
community.

The football 
competition ended 

Ntufam Gabe Odu 
Oji, praised Agbor 
for demonstrating 
what he 
described as 
exemplary 
leadership since 
his appointment, 
saying he had 
continued to 
enjoy the 
admiration and 
support of the 
people of Etomi 
and Etung at 
large.
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2027: Ayuk, Ndum Get Confidence Vote 
as Etung APC Stakeholders Close Ranks

expressed their 
commitment to 
closing ranks and 
intensifying 
grassroots 
mobilisation during 
a stakeholders’ 
meeting with the 
APC senatorial 
candidate for 
Cross River 
Central, Mr. Oden 
Ewa, held at the 

Etung Local 
Government Area 
have passed a vote 
of confidence in the 
leadership of the 
area’s political 
leader, Prince Ebuta 
Ojong Ayuk, and 
the party’s chapter 
chairman, Hon. 
Emmanuel Ndum.

The stakeholders 

etermined Dto 
strengthen 

its unity and 
secure victory for 
the All 
Progressives 
Congress (APC) 
across elective 
positions in the 
2027 elections, 
political 
stakeholders in 

By Kingsley Agim
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media are 
unfounded and, in 
our view, come 
from sheer 
ignorance of what 
is happening on 
the ground in 
Etung.”

He said the 
political leadership 
in Etung had 
remained focused 
on bringing 
stakeholders 
together and 
strengthening the 
APC ahead of the 
2027 elections, 
adding that the 
prevailing cohesion 
within the party 
was evidence of 
the progress being 
made.

Odu Oji thereafter 
moved a motion 
for a vote of 
confidence in 
Ayuk’s leadership, 
which was 
seconded by the 
member 
representing Etung 
State Constituency 
in the Cross River 

members, Ewa 
would emerge 
victorious at the 
senatorial election, 
urging all APC 
faithful to work 
collectively towards 
delivering the 
party’s candidate.

Speaking on behalf 
of the stakeholders, 
elder statesman, 
former 
Commissioner and 
former Chairman of 
Etung Local 
Government Area, 
Ntufam Gabe Odu 
Oji, said the 
confidence vote 
reflected their 
genuine satisfaction 
with Ayuk’s 
leadership and 
determination to 
preserve the unity 
required to deliver 
victory for the APC 
in 2027.

Odu Oji said, “We 
are satisfied with 
the leadership of 
Prince Ebuta Ojong 
Ayuk. The things 
being said on social 

country home of 
Prince Ayuk in 
Effraya, 
headquarters of 
Etung Local 
Government Area.

The meeting 
provided an 
opportunity for the 
stakeholders to 
rally behind Ewa 
and assure him of 
their support as 
the APC candidate 
for the Central 
Senatorial District, 
with participants 
emphasising the 
need to 
consolidate the 
party’s structures 
across Etung and 
the district ahead 
of the 2027 
election.

The stakeholders 
expressed 
optimism that with 
a united party 
structure, 
sustained 
grassroots 
mobilisation and 
the commitment of 
its leaders and 
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APC would 
continue to wax 
stronger in Etung 
and contribute 
meaningfully to 
the party’s 
anticipated 
electoral victory in 
2027, urging 
members to 
translate the unity 
demonstrated at 
the meeting into 
increased 
grassroots 
mobilisation.

“We must all 
cooperate and 
double our efforts. 
If we remain 
united and 
committed, I am 
confident that 
Etung APC will 
contribute 
meaningfully to 
the imminent 
victory of our party 
from top to bottom 
in 2027,” he said.

people,” Ayuk said.

He particularly 
attributed the 
political peace and 
stability enjoyed by 
the APC in Etung to 
the astuteness and 
grassroots efforts of 
the chapter 
chairman, Hon. 
Emmanuel Ndum, 
describing him as 
the “lifeblood” that 
had kept the party 
intact despite the 
competing interests 
and aspirations of 
its stakeholders.

Ayuk said, 
“Emmanuel Ndum is 
the lifeblood that 
has kept this party 
intact. Despite our 
different interests 
and differences, his 
astuteness and 
grassroots efforts 
have helped to 
maintain the peace 
and stability we are 
enjoying in Etung 
APC.”

He expressed 
optimism that the 

State House of 
Assembly, Hon. 
Kingsley Ntui 
Isong, and 
supported by the 
stakeholders.

Responding, Ayuk, 
a former Special 
Adviser to the 
President on 
Informal Sector, 
thanked the 
stakeholders for 
the confidence 
reposed in him and 
pledged to 
continue steering 
the political 
process with 
diligence, integrity 
and commitment 
to the collective 
interest of the 
people.

“I appreciate the 
confidence you 
have reposed in 
me. I will continue 
to steer the 
political process 
with diligence and 
integrity, and I will 
remain committed 
to the collective 
interest of our 





































SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR
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nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 
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aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 



SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 



SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 
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Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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