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To become a leading Nigerian State with

CROSS RIVER STATE

VISION STATEMENT

To project and protect the image of Government

and act as Chief Image Maker/Spokesman

for the State as well as supervision

of the State Media Organisation.

To be the best organ of the State

for the promotion of positive values,

its image and overall endowment to

Cross Riverians, Nigerians

and the Diaspora.

To utilize in harmony all apparatus

of government media to effectively
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VISION

Mission

prosperous, healthy and well educated citizens;

living in harmony with people  and nature, and pursuing

legitimate interest in freedom moderated by good governance.
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Otu Tasks Evidence Group, Youths 
to Mobilise 4m Votes for Tinubu
By Daniel Bebia and Kingsley Agim 

members and 
supporters of the 
Evidence Group, a 
youth-focused 
movement 
established to 
deepen youth 
engagement, civic 
participation and 
showcase the 
achievements of 
his administration. 
Represented by 
the Deputy 
Speaker of the 
Cross River State 
House of 

Governor Otu said 
achieving the target 
would strengthen 
Cross River’s 
bargaining power at 
the national level 
and enhance the 
state’s capacity to 
negotiate more 
effectively for its 
interests.

The Governor gave 
the charge on 
Saturday while 
addressing 

ross River 

CState 
Governor, 

Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu, has 
charged the 
Evidence Group 
and youths across 
the state to 
mobilise support 
for President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu 
ahead of the 2027 
general elections, 
setting a target of 
four million votes 
for the President.





CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2026

By David Asu

administration on 
the lives of 
residents. 
“Evidence, in the 
first place, is 
evidence of good 
living and evidence 
of the performance 
of our Governor, as 
well as the 
President of the 
Federal Republic of 
Nigeria,” Ironbar 
said.

Ironbar noted that 
participants had 
come from Calabar 
and other parts of 

for President Tinubu 
across the state. 
“We must produce 
four million votes 
for the President in 
the state so that we 
can have proper 
negotiating power 
at the national 
level,” he added.

The Chief of Staff to 
the Governor, Dr. 
Emmanuel Ironbar, 
said the large 
turnout at the event 
was evidence of 
what he described 
as the positive 
impact of the 

Assembly, Hon. 
Sylvester Agabi, 
Otu commended 
the Convener for 
establishing a 
platform that 
places young 
people at the 
centre of political 
participation and 
governance.

“It is time for the 
youth. That is why 
we are putting the 
youths first,” the 
Governor said, 
urging the 
participants to 
mobilise support 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2026

to the Governor, 
Comrade Edem 
Dominic Bassey, 
described the 
initiative as a 
platform designed 
to deepen youth 
engagement and 
participation in 
governance. He 
commended 
President Tinubu 
and Governor Otu 
for what he 
described as their 
achievements, 
saying the large 
turnout reflected 

participation of 
youths, women, 
elders and people 
from different 
sections of society 
demonstrated 
growing interest in 
the movement, 
adding that the 
initiative was 
intended to build a 
stronger and 
sustained support 
base.

The Convener of 
the Evidence Group 
and Special Adviser 

the state, adding 
that the exercise 
provided an 
opportunity for 
them to express 
their support for 
the Governor. He 
also described the 
event as an 
avenue to 
showcase the 
beauty of Calabar 
and some of the 
routes associated 
with the city’s 
Carnival activities.

He said the 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2026

towards productive 
engagement, civic 
participation and 
leadership. He 
stressed that the 
group was not 
created to 

Bassey Henry 
Eyoma, said the 
movement was 
established to 
harness the energy 
of young people 
and channel it 

the level of 
support for both 
leaders.

The Director-
General of the 
Evidence Group, 
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participation in 
governance and 
economic 
activities.

He added that 
young people were 
already playing 
important roles in 
the state 
administration, 
with youths 
occupying 
positions in the 
State Executive 
Council and 
increasingly 
participating in 
electoral politics, 
urging them to 
leverage such 
opportunities for 
constructive 
engagement and 
leadership.

that the group was 
working with the 
Cross River State 
Planning 
Commission on the 
development of 
what he described 
as the “Yellow 
Economy,” aimed at 
exploring ways of 
converting the 
social media 
activities and digital 
engagement of 
young people into 
income-generating 
opportunities.

Eyoma warned that 
unemployed and 
disengaged youths 
could become 
vulnerable to social 
vices, stressing the 
need to create 
opportunities for 
meaningful 

compete with or 
undermine existing 
organisations, but 
to provide a 
platform for young 
people to unite 
and contribute 
positively to 
society.

Eyoma said the 
Evidence Group 
would focus on 
showcasing 
projects and 
programmes of the 
Otu administration 
in education, 
healthcare, 
agriculture and 
infrastructure, 
stressing that its 
guiding philosophy 
was, “No Noise, 
Just Proof.”

He also disclosed 
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Voice of God Not a Shrine: 
Info Commissioner Debunks Claims, 
...Says Gov. Otu Worships a Living God

he Cross TRiver State 
Commission

er for 
Information, 
Pastor Hon. 
Ekpenyong Ene 
Cobham, has 
dismissed claims 
in some quarters 
that the church is 
a shrine, insisting 
that Governor 
Bassey Edet Otu 
worships a living 
God.

Cobham spoke at 
the Federal 
Housing Estate 
branch of the 
Voice of God 
Mission Church in 
Calabar, where he 
worshipped with 
the congregation 
on Sunday.

Addressing the 
faithful as a 

By Nakanda Iyadim
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serves a living 
God.

He recalled the 
preacher's 
reference to the 
strong opposition 
the Governor 
faced during the 
governorship 

worship was a 
shrine of the devil. 

He said he felt the 
power of God upon 
entering the 
sanctuary and 
offered what he 
called evidence 
that the Governor 

servant of the 
Most High God, a 
descendant of a 
bishop and a 
third-generation 
worshipper, he 
said he had come 
to respond to 
insinuations that 
the place of 
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He said he had 
previously visited 
the church for 
events but 
attended this time 
purely for 
worship, and was 
deeply moved by 
the sermon. 

He said what he 
witnessed was 
completely at 
odds with 
accusations being 
circulated by an 
individual against 
the State's 
leadership. He 
described the 
atmosphere as 
one wholly 
dedicated to the 
worship of the 
living God and 
said he was proud 
to have been part 
of the service.

Cobham urged 
Cross Riverians to 
be mindful of 
what he called 
the level of 
desperation in the 

therefore did not 
receive the 13 per 
cent derivation due 
to oil-producing 
States. He added 
that the report was 
set aside a few 
days ago.

Cobham also said 
gratuities and 
pensions went 
unpaid in the State 
for over 10 years, 
with some elderly 
people dying for 
lack of drugs 
costing as little as 
₦5,000. He said 
the Governor is 
now paying 
gratuities.

Speaking to 
journalists after 
the service, 
Commissioner 
Cobham said he 
was moved by 
curiosity to verify 
claims he had seen 
on social media. "I 
am not a very 
emotional person, 
so I like to do my 
work thoroughly," 
he said.

race, saying God 
prevailed.

Offering some 
insights to what 
he described as 
the 
administration's 
achievements as 
proof of divine 
backing, Cobham 
saidCross River 
remained 
classified as a 
non-oil-producing 
State for almost 
16 years and  
today under the 
Governor's three 
and a half years 
in office, the 
State has again 
been accredited 
as an oil-
producing State.

He said the 
Revenue 
Mobilisation 
Allocation and 
Fiscal Commission 
(RMAFC) had 
earlier reported 
that the State 
was not oil-
producing, and 
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She admonished 
Christians to shun 
all works of the 
flesh, which she 
noted have 
overwhelmed 
many faithful who 
now turn to idol 
worship, put their 
hope in man and 
live self-centred 
lives, adding that 
God, whom they 
must serve 
wholeheartedly, 
remains the only 
way to salvation.

The service 
featured spirit-
filled high praise, 
testimonies and 
elevated choir 
ministration.

challenges, and 
living a life led by 
the Holy Spirit. She 
added that to 
succeed, one must 
have faith in God.

She recalled the 
ordeal Governor 
Otu faced during 
the electioneering 
period, with so 
much opposition 
and said the God 
of Voice of God 
gave him victory to 
the shame of all 
those who openly 
fought his 
ambition.

Attesting to God's 
mercy upon all 
who diligently 
serve Him, the 
pastor said, 
"Today, our first 
family has received 
so much benefit 
because they 
genuinely serve 
God. We can attest 
to all that God has 
used the Governor 
to achieve for our 
dear State.”

polity. He said the 
opposition's 
claims lacked 
substance and 
fact.

He said the 
Governor's 
achievements in a 
short time had 
changed the 
State's status and 
there was no 
need to look 
back. "There is no 
alternative," he 
said, calling on 
the people to 
consolidate the 
gains so far and 
strengthen the 
Governor's hands 
to do more.

In her sermon 
titled "Living A 
Victorious Life," 
Pastor Odo 
Bassey, drawing 
her text from 
Genesis 1:26-29, 
said living a 
victorious life 
entails 
overcoming sin, 
self and daily 
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NACA Strengthens HIV Response with 
Human Rights, Gender Training in C'River

other stakeholders 
in the HIV 
response.

Declaring the 
training open, the 
Director-General of 
CR-SACA, Dr 
Charles Iwara, 
stressed the need 
for stronger 
collaboration 
among 
stakeholders in 
addressing issues 
affecting 
vulnerable 
populations.

Iwara said the 

The week-long 
training, held last 
week at the Marian 
Hotel Conference 
Hall, Calabar, 
brought together 
the Cross River 
State Agency for 
the Control of AIDS 
(CR-SACA), 
implementing and 
development 
partners, 
government 
institutions, law 
enforcement 
agencies, human 
rights actors, 
community 
representatives and 

he National TAgency for 
the Control 

of AIDS (NACA) 
has strengthened 
the capacity of 
stakeholders in 
Cross River State 
on human rights, 
gender, legal 
literacy and 
protection from 
sexual 
exploitation, abuse 
and harassment, 
as part of efforts 
to improve the 
state's HIV 
response.

By Asari Eso
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collaboration with 
implementing 
partners, 
development 
partners and 
community 
networks towards 
strengthening HIV 
interventions in 
Cross River State.

In her welcome 
address, Mrs 
Favour Iyamu of 
NACA said the 

the training 
seriously and apply 
the knowledge 
gained in their 
various areas of 
work, particularly in 
reaching and 
supporting 
vulnerable 
populations.

The Director-
General also 
reaffirmed CR-
SACA's commitment 
to continued 

Human Rights and 
Gender Response 
Team is an 
important part of 
the HIV response, 
as it provides an 
opportunity for 
stakeholders to 
assess their 
activities, identify 
gaps and improve 
their interventions.

He urged 
participants to take 
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Ajuga identified 
discrimination, 
victimisation and 
harassment among 
the human-rights 
concerns requiring 
deliberate 
attention, noting 
that the 
knowledge gained 
from the training 
would help 
strengthen 
stakeholders' 
response to such 
issues.

The training, 

vulnerable 
populations.

Also speaking, 
Human Rights 
Director, Remijus 
Ajuga, said 
participants were 
introduced to 
gender and human-
rights self-
assessment tools to 
enable them to 
assess how 
effectively their 
organisations 
respond to issues 
affecting vulnerable 
groups.

training was 
designed to help 
stakeholders 
assess their 
interventions from 
gender and 
human-rights 
perspectives.

She explained that 
the engagement 
would enable 
participants to 
identify gaps in 
their programmes 
and strengthen 
their approaches 
to addressing the 
needs of 
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services, 
particularly those 
seeking HIV, 
tuberculosis and 
malaria 
services.On legal 
literacy, 
participants 
discussed the 
importance of 
knowing their 
rights, 
understanding 
relevant laws and 
knowing where to 
seek redress when 
their rights are 
violated.The 
training also 
emphasised the 
responsibility of 
institutions to 
prevent and 
respond to sexual 
exploitation, abuse 
and harassment 
and to provide 
safe environments 
for people 
accessing their 
programmes and 
services.Speaking 
on behalf of the 
Nigeria Police 
Force, Maurice 
Bisong stressed 
the responsibility 

discrimination, 
including gender, 
HIV-related, 
religious, disability, 
ethnic and age 
discrimination, as 
well as direct, 
indirect, systemic or 
institutional and 
multiple 
discrimination.The 
sessions also 
focused on barriers 
faced by vulnerable 
populations in 
accessing justice 
and healthcare 

facilitated by 
Emeka Nwafor of 
NACA, featured 
sessions on 
Protection from 
Sexual 
Exploitation, Abuse 
and Harassment 
(PSEAH), access to 
justice, legal 
literacy, gender, 
discrimination and 
non-discriminatory 
healthcare 
services.Participant
s examined 
different forms of 
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examine existing 
interventions, 
identify gaps and 
strengthen their 
understanding of 
human rights, 
gender and legal 
literacy within the 
HIV response.The 
engagement 
ended with a call 
for stakeholders to 
put the knowledge 
and tools acquired 
into practice and 
strengthen the 
integration of 
human rights and 
gender 
considerations into 
HIV interventions 
across Cross River 
State.

training included 
Shanaan Abdullahi 
of the Muslim 
Community, Rose 
Anyafulu of CCRN, 
Nepwhan Umoh 
Essien, Edmond 
Cishan and Arikpo 
of the TB Network, 
Ministry of 
Health.They 
emphasised the 
need for continued 
collaboration among 
stakeholders in 
addressing human-
rights and gender-
related challenges 
affecting vulnerable 
populations.The 
five-day training 
provided 
stakeholders with 
an opportunity to 

of the police to 
protect the rights 
of citizens and 
respond to 
complaints 
irrespective of the 
status of the 
complainant.He 
said the training 
had provided 
additional 
knowledge that 
would help 
strengthen the 
discharge of 
responsibilities by 
stakeholders, 
particularly in 
responding to 
human-rights 
concerns.Other 
stakeholders who 
contributed to the 
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Hope Rises for C'River as RMAFC Reopens 
Oil Wells Probe, Dumps Old Report

them on approved 
official maps, and 
definitively settle 
their locations and 
boundaries for 
proper revenue 
allocation.In a 
statement issued 
in Abuja, RMAFC 
Chairman, Dr. 
Mohammed Bello 
Shehu, said the 
exercise aligns 
with the 
Commission's 
constitutional 
mandate to 
monitor the 
Federation 

aside its previous 
draft report.The 
Commission on 
Wednesday 
inaugurated a 
reconstituted Inter-
Agency Technical 
Committee (IATC) 
to verify wells 
drilled from 2017 to 
date, following 
widespread claims, 
counterclaims and 
grievances over the 
earlier draft.The 
renewed exercise 
aims to establish 
the precise 
coordinates of 
disputed wells, plot 

ross River 

CState's long-
standing 

campaign for 
recognition as an 
oil-producing state 
has received a 
fresh lifeline as the 
Revenue 
Mobilisation 
Allocation and 
Fiscal Commission 
(RMAFC) moves to 
reopen the 
verification of 
disputed and 
newly drilled oil 
and gas wells, 
effectively setting 
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Commission 
(NUPRC), the 
National Boundary 
Commission and 
the Office of the 
Surveyor-General 
of the Federation 
for comprehensive 
review.Governor 
Bassey Otu has 
consistently 
framed the 
struggle as a fight 
for economic 
justice deeply 
rooted in the 
fallout of the 
Bakassi Peninsula 
cession. Experts 
believe that with 
State Surveyors-
General now 
engaged as 
observers and 
physical field 
verifications back 
on the table, Cross 
River State has a 
renewed 
opportunity to 
present its 
geological and 
hydrographic 
evidence for 
formal acceptance.

participate as 
observers.Also 
speaking, RMAFC 
Secretary, Tosin 
Adeyanju, reminded 
members that the 
renewed exercise 
will face heightened 
scrutiny, drawing 
critical lessons from 
previous 
exercises.For Cross 
River State, this 
development 
breathes new life 
into a grievance 
pursued for years. A 
February report by 
the IATC had 
indicated the 
verification of 119 
crude oil and gas 
wells for the state, 
alongside a 
recommendation for 
a refund of revenue 
arrears from 
neighbouring Akwa 
Ibom State. 
However, RMAFC 
later classified that 
document as a 
mere draft, 
forwarding it to the 
Nigerian Upstream 
Petroleum 
Regulatory 

Account, which is 
vital for the 
equitable 
distribution of the 
13 percent 
derivation fund.He 
directed the 
committee to 
carefully weigh 
relevant court 
judgments, rely 
strictly on 
approved maps 
and conduct 
physical field 
verifications where 
necessary.To 
safeguard the 
credibility of the 
process, RMAFC 
has established a 
two-tier structure 
comprising 
technical experts 
and an executive 
committee. 
Crucially, the 
Surveyors-General 
of affected states 
and 
representatives of 
the Senate 
Committee on 
Petroleum 
Resources 
(Upstream) will 
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Mega Walk: Youth's Clear Endorsement 
of Gov. Otu — Evidence Group

support for an 
administration 
whose 
performance, it 
noted, is visible 
across all sectors.

The organisers 
said the procession 
was a definitive 
statement of youth 
participation, citing 
the tangible 
developments of 

They described the 
rally as an 
unprecedented and 
overwhelming show 
of solidarity in 
recent times.

Thanking young 
people across the 
State for flooding 
the major streets of 
Calabar, the group 
said the walk was a 
total declaration of 

rganisers of 

Othe 
Evidence 

Group mega 
solidarity walk 
have described 
Saturday's massive 
youth turnout in 
Calabar as a clear 
endorsement of 
Governor Prince 
Bassey Edet Otu's 
people-centred 
administration.

By Nakanda Iyadim 
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eagerness of 
youths to 
contribute actively 
to the conversation 
on the state's 
socio-economic 
direction. It added 
that the peaceful 
conduct of the 

walk drew 
warm praise 
from political 
and security 
stakeholders
.

The 
organisers 
thanked the 
state 
leadership 
for ensuring 
a secure and 
welcoming 
atmosphere 
throughout 

the walk."We 
sincerely 
appreciate His 
Excellency, Senator 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu, Governor of 
Cross River State, 
for providing an 
enabling 
environment for 

Una walk. Una show 
say young people 
get voice. We dey 
work, e dey show!”

"Today's solidarity 
walk was more than 
a procession. It was 
a peaceful 

expression of youth 
participation and an 
affirmation of the 
evidence of the 
Season of 
Sweetness," the 
statement added.

According to the 
group, the turnout 
showed the 

the "Season of 
Sweetness" under 
the Governor's 
leadership.

In an appreciation 
message issued by 
Andrea Ekeng 
Inyang, Director of 
Media and 
Publicity, the 
group noted 
that while 
addressing 
the 
mammoth 
crowd, its 
leader, 
Edem 
Bassey, 
stressed 
that the 
event was 
more than a 
traditional 
street 
procession, but a 
dynamic platform 
for young people 
to affirm progress 
in governance.

The organisers 
captured the spirit 
of the day thus: 
"Una come out. 
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an impressive 
display of civic 
engagement.

As the dust settled 
on a historic day of 
civic expression, 
the Evidence 
Group reaffirmed 
its commitment to 
serving as a 
catalyst for youth 
involvement, 
transparent 
communication 
and continuous 
development 
across Cross River 
State.

 The orderly and 
peaceful execution 
of the walk was 
credited to cross-
sector collaboration 
involving law 
enforcement, traffic 
management, 
volunteers, 
coordinators and 
media practitioners.

"The sentiment of 
the youth was 
distilled into a 
rallying cry: 'You did 
not just talk about 
the message. You 
showed it. WE DEY 
WORK. E DEY 
SHOW. THE 
EVIDENCE DEY 
SHOW!’

"The early hours of 
Saturday saw the 
streets of Calabar 
pulsate with energy 
and chants of 
solidarity as 
thousands of young 
people took part in 
the procession, 
which passed 
through major 
streets of the city in 

young people to 
gather, express 
themselves 
peacefully and 
return safely to 
their various 
homes," the group 
stated.

They also thanked 
Rt. Hon. 
Christopher Etta, 
State Chairman of 
the All 
Progressives 
Congress (APC), 
for his unwavering 
support and 
encouragement, 
and Hon. Dr. 
Emmanuel Ironbar, 
Chief of Staff to 
the Governor, for 
his backing.

Hon. Sylvester 
Agabi, Deputy 
Speaker of the 
Cross River State 
House of 
Assembly, was also 
acknowledged, 
alongside senior 
government 
functionaries and 
security personnel.
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C’River Re-aligns Economic Recovery
 Around Agriculture 

the Chairman of 
the Cross River 
State Agricultural 
and Loan Board, 
Mr Tony Ikpeme, 
in his office in 
Calabar.

the sector.

The Commissioner 
for Information, 
Pastor Ekpenyong 
Cobham, stated this 
when he received 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

is set to re-align its 
economic recovery 
strategy around 
agriculture, while 
strengthening 
information 
outreach to ensure 
that citizens have 
access to 
emerging 
opportunities in 

By Jeno Richard Odu

— Information Commissioner
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farmers, to 
become stronger 
participants in the 
international and 
export market.

He observed that 
Cross Riverians 
had yet to fully 
maximise 
opportunities in 
the international 
and export 
sectors, largely 
due to challenges 
associated with 
access to credit 
facilities, 

economic system to 
a cohesive system 
for economic 
recovery.”

The Commissioner 
commended the 
Governor for 
establishing the 
Agricultural and 
Loan Board, 
describing it as an 
important 
intervention capable 
of empowering 
Cross Riverians, 
particularly 
indigenous 
entrepreneurs and 

Pastor Cobham 
said Governor 
Senator Prince 
Bassey Otu was 
determined to 
restore Cross 
River’s position as 
a major 
agricultural hub, 
noting that a 
revitalised 
agricultural sector 
would boost the 
local economy and 
help transition the 
state from “a 
disconnected 
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confronting both 
small- and large-
scale farmers.

He called for a 
strategic 
partnership with 
the Ministry of 
Information to 
disseminate 
information on the 
Board’s agricultural 
roadmaps, grants, 
loans and other 
opportunities to 
farmers and 
prospective 
beneficiaries 
across the state.

The Chairman 
further disclosed 
that the Board was 
promoting the 
Cross River State 
Farmers Data 
Management 
System to 
digitalise farmers’ 
registration, 
stressing that 
registration on the 
platform had 
become 
mandatory for 
individuals seeking 

Federal Allocation 
(FAAC),” while 
strengthening the 
productive capacity 
of citizens and the 
state.

Earlier, the 
Chairman of the 
Cross River State 
Agricultural and 
Loan Board, Mr 
Tony Ikpeme, said 
the Board was 
established to 
improve livelihoods 
through agricultural 
transformation and 
create an enabling 
environment for 
farmers and 
agribusinesses to 
thrive.

Ikpeme said the 
Board’s vision was 
to develop an 
agricultural hub 
capable of 
enhancing food 
security, promoting 
price stability and 
expanding Cross 
River’s export 
capacity, while 
addressing 
financing challenges 

expressing 
optimism that the 
Board’s 
interventions 
would help bridge 
the financing gap 
and change the 
narrative.

Pastor Cobham 
pledged the 
Ministry’s 
commitment to 
providing the 
necessary 
communication 
support to 
publicise the 
innovative 
opportunities 
available through 
the Board and 
ensure that 
information 
reaches the people 
who need it most.

He added that 
effective utilisation 
of such 
opportunities 
would contribute 
to building “a 
functional 
economy that is 
not dependent on 
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helping citizens 
navigate the digital 
platform through 
sustained public 
information and 
awareness 
campaigns.

hectarage, crop 
types and GPS 
locations, thereby 
improving planning, 
monitoring and 
efficiency in the 
agricultural sector, 
while requesting the 
Ministry’s support in 

access to 
agricultural grants, 
loans or 
guarantees.

According to him, 
the system would 
provide accurate 
data on land 
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Ishibori Leaders Insist Ogoja Nursing 
College Remains Government Institution

The position was 
made known, 
Friday, during a 
stakeholders’ 
engagement 
between the 
community 
leadership and 
the Cross River 
State 
Commissioner for 
Health, Elder Dr 

remain a 
government 
institution as 
directed by 
government at its 
Monaya reaffirming 
their support for 
the institution and 
its continued 
operations in the 
community.

raditional Trulers and 
community 

leaders of Ishibori 
Community in 
Ogoja have 
unanimously 
declared that the 
Monaya campus 
of College of 
Nursing Sciences, 
Ogoja, should 

By Kingsley Agim 
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purpose.

Ntol Ama III said 
the community 
would formally 
communicate its 
position to both 
the Catholic 
Church and the 
Cross River State 
Government, 
stressing the 
importance of 
resolving the 
matter through 
dialogue and 

Ntol of Ishibori 
Community, Ntol 
Mgbeje Ama III, 
said the traditional 
institution and 
people of Ishibori 
were united in 
their resolve to 
retain the College 
as a government 
institution as it is 
currently is in the 
community and 
ensure that it 
continues to serve 
its educational 

Henry Egbe Ayuk, 
who met with the 
chiefs and leaders 
to address 
concerns arising 
from a reported 
proposal by the 
Catholic Diocese 
of Ogoja to take 
over the Monaya 
campus of the 
College.

Leading the 
community 
delegation, the 
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strengthen the 
health workforce 
by expanding 
opportunities for 
professional 
training and 
producing more 
qualified 
healthcare 
personnel for 
Cross River.

The 
Commissioner 
emphasised that 
the people of 

College in Ishibori, 
reinforcing the 
community’s 
unanimous 
position.

Speaking to the 
gathering, Dr Ayuk 
explained that the 
establishment of 
the College of 
Nursing Sciences, 
Ogoja, was part of 
the State 
Government’s 
deliberate policy to 

established 
channels.

Other prominent 
community 
leaders, including 
Ntol Clement 
Ashaba, Ntol of 
Ndok Clan; Chief 
Sir Thomas Ngaji 
Ntaji; and Chief 
Ada Ita Akuku, 
also spoke in 
support of the 
continued 
presence of the 
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on strengthening 
existing health 
training 
institutions and 
expanding the 
state’s human-
resource capacity 
in healthcare. He 
further said that 
any organization 
seeking to own or 
take over any 
institution must 
follow due 
process as 
determined by 

the state.

Dr Ayuk also 
clarified that he 
was not aware of 
any proposal by 
any group or 
organisation 
seeking to 
establish or take 
over a college of 
nursing, assuring 
the community 
that the 
government 
remained focused 

Ishibori, as 
landlords of the 
College, remained 
critical partners in 
the government’s 
efforts to develop 
and sustain the 
institution, noting 
that their 
cooperation was 
essential to 
achieving the 
broader objective 
of improving 
healthcare 
delivery across 
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peacefully, while 
pursuing 
appropriate 
channels to 
communicate 
their position and 
protect the 
continued 
presence and 
operation of the 
College in 
Ishibori.

and provide 
clarification on the 
issues surrounding 
the reported 
proposal.

The community 
leaders, in turn, 
reaffirmed their 
willingness to 
engage relevant 
authorities and 
stakeholders 

government 

The engagement 
provided an 
opportunity for 
the Commissioner 
to directly 
interface with the 
traditional 
institution and 
community 
leadership, listen 
to their concerns 
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NIPR Commends Ekpang, Applauds 
Transformation at Lands Ministry

Mboso described 
Ekpang as a 
distinguished 
member of NIPR 
whose professional 
experience and 
commitment to 
public service had 
continued to make 
the Institute 
proud. He said, 
“We are here to 
congratulate you 
on your 
appointment and 
also to appreciate 
the support you 
have continued to 

and public service.

The State Chairman 
of NIPR, Pastor 
Augustine Mboso, 
stated this recently 
when he led 
members of the 
Institute on a 
courtesy visit to the 
Commissioner, 
congratulating him 
on his appointment 
and commending 
his commitment to 
the development of 
the ministry.

he Nigerian TInstitute of 
Public 

Relations (NIPR), 
Cross River State 
Chapter, has 
commended the 
Commissioner for 
Lands, Dr Erasmus 
Ekpang, for his 
contributions to 
the transformation 
of the Ministry of 
Lands, describing 
his professional 
experience as an 
asset to effective 
land administration 

By Affiong Ndem
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participate in the 
forthcoming World 
Public Relations 
Forum in Abuja.

Mboso described 
the forum as a 
major international 
gathering of public 
relations 
practitioners and 
appealed to the 
Commissioner to 
sustain his support 
for the Institute, 
while encouraging 
relevant officers in 
the Ministry of 
Lands to join NIPR 
and embrace 
professional 

and leadership 
expertise to the 
land administration 
sector.

He recalled the 
Commissioner’s 
contributions while 
serving in the 
Ministry of 
Information and 
expressed optimism 
that his wealth of 
experience would 
continue to 
translate into 
positive 
developments in the 
Lands Ministry. He 
also disclosed the 
Institute’s plan to 

give to NIPR and 
its members.”

The NIPR 
chairman 
commended the 
transformation 
taking place in the 
Ministry of Lands, 
noting that 
Ekpang’s 
background in 
public relations 
and his previous 
service as 
Commissioner for 
Information had 
positioned him to 
bring valuable 
communication 
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to his current 
assignment as 
Commissioner for 
Lands.

According to him, 
“Public relations is 
not only about 
talking to the 
media; it is about 
understanding 
people, 
communicating 
government 
policies effectively 
and building 
confidence among 
stakeholders. That 
experience 
remains very 
useful in my 

importance of 
communication, 
confidence and 
effective 
engagement with 
the media and the 
public.”

The Commissioner 
said his experience 
with NIPR had 
significantly 
strengthened his 
communication 
skills and prepared 
him for the 
demands of public 
service, adding that 
the lessons acquired 
over the years 
remained relevant 

communication.

Responding, Dr 
Ekpang thanked 
the NIPR 
delegation for the 
visit, describing 
the Institute as an 
important part of 
his professional 
journey. He said, 
“NIPR has 
contributed 
immensely to my 
professional 
development. My 
years in the 
Ministry of 
Information 
exposed me to the 
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quota to the 
development of 
the state, stressing 
that effective 
communication 
would remain 
central to the 
successful 
implementation of 
government 
policies and 
programmes.

standards expected 
of them and work 
collectively towards 
achieving the 
objectives of 
government.

He expressed 
appreciation to the 
Cross River State 
Government for the 
confidence reposed 
in him and pledged 
to continue 
contributing his 

present 
responsibility.”

Ekpang 
emphasised the 
importance of 
professionalism, 
teamwork and 
continuous 
capacity building 
among public 
servants, urging 
staff of the 
Ministry of Lands 
to uphold the 

















































SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR
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nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 
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aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 
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Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 
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accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 
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Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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