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To become a leading Nigerian State with

CROSS RIVER STATE

VISION STATEMENT

To project and protect the image of Government

and act as Chief Image Maker/Spokesman

for the State as well as supervision

of the State Media Organisation.

To be the best organ of the State

for the promotion of positive values,

its image and overall endowment to

Cross Riverians, Nigerians

and the Diaspora.

To utilize in harmony all apparatus

of government media to effectively

disseminate information, educate and

entertain the public, using the electronic,

print  media and interpersonal

communication channels.

VISION

Mission

prosperous, healthy and well educated citizens;

living in harmony with people  and nature, and pursuing

legitimate interest in freedom moderated by good governance.

MINISTERIAL MANDATE
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C’River Govt, UNICEF Launch Campaign 
to Promote Optimal Breastfeeding, 
Maternal Nutrition
By Alicent Obriku

Breastfeeding 
Week, themed 
“Breastfeeding for 
a Sustainable Start 
in Life: 
Strengthening 
What Works.”

The initiative, 
implemented by 
the Cross River 
State Primary 

breastfeeding, 
nutrition and care 
for mothers and 
children during the 
first 1,000 days of 
life.

The campaign was 
flagged off in 
Calabar as part of 
activities marking 
the 2026 World 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government, 

in collaboration 
with UNICEF and 
other partners, has 
launched Social 
and Behaviour 
Change (SBC) 
campaign 
materials aimed at 
promoting optimal 
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the first 1,000 
days of a child’s 
life and 
emphasized that 
responsibility for 
ensuring a healthy 
start should not 
rest on mothers 
alone.

According to her, 
husbands, 
traditional and 
religious leaders, 
teachers, farmers 
and other 
community 
members all have 
important roles to 

event, the Director 
General of the Cross 
River State Primary 
Health Care 
Development 
Agency, Dr. Vivien 
Mesembe Otu, 
stressed the 
importance of 
exclusive 
breastfeeding to 
children’s 
development and 
wellbeing.

She said the State 
Government is 
particularly 
concerned about 

Health Care 
Development 
Agency in 
collaboration with 
UNICEF and other 
partners, seeks to 
promote positive 
nutrition and 
breastfeeding 
practices while 
encouraging 
families and 
communities to 
play active roles in 
supporting 
maternal and child 
health.

Speaking at the 
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families and 
communities.

Representing the 
State Coordinator 
of the World 
Health 
Organization 
(WHO), Dr. 
Imebong said the 
organization 
remains committed 
to supporting 
Cross River State 
to ensure infants 
receive the care 
necessary for 

supporting 
children’s brain 
development.

In her remarks, 
UNICEF 
representative, Miss 
Blessing 
Eberechukwu, 
called for effective 
dissemination of 
information to 
ensure that 
accurate messages 
on breastfeeding, 
nutrition and child 
development reach 

play in supporting 
mothers and 
ensuring 
successful 
breastfeeding.

Also speaking, the 
State Coordinator 
of the National 
Primary Health 
Care Development 
Agency (NPHCDA), 
represented by 
Prof. Offiong 
Edem, emphasized 
the importance of 
breastfeeding in 
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In her 
presentation, Dr. 
Winifred Ogar 
emphasized that 
breastfeeding 
should commence 
within one hour of 
birth and continue 
up to two years 
and beyond.

Speaking on 
maternal and 

reducing the 
incidence of 
diarrhoea among 
children. 

He called on 
husbands, 
traditional and 
religious leaders to 
support mothers 
and promote 
appropriate 
maternal and child 
health practices.

healthy growth 
and development.

A paediatrician 
from the University 
of Calabar 
Teaching Hospital 
(UCTH), Prof. 
Ekanem, urged 
mothers to 
prioritize 
breastfeeding over 
bottle feeding, 
noting its role in 
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Strategy for 
Nutrition 
Throughout the 
Life Cycle, Dr. Ogar 
called for the 
elimination of 
harmful cultural 
practices, gender 
norms and social 
expectations that 
prevent women 
from receiving 
adequate care and 
support.

Representing Her 

She encouraged 
mothers to take 
supplements 
prescribed by health 
professionals, 
adding that 
breastfeeding 
strengthens the 
bond between 
mother and child 
while supporting 
maternal recovery.

Presenting the 
Social and 
Behaviour Change 

infant nutrition, 
Mrs. Edom 
Ekpenyong of the 
Nutrition Society of 
Nigeria urged 
mothers to pay 
greater attention 
to the nutritional 
value of their 
meals, noting that 
maternal nutrition 
contributes to the 
health and 
development of 
both mother and 
child.
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organisations to 
take the SBC 
campaign to all 18 
Local Government 
Areas of the state.

She underscored 
the importance of 
proper child 
nutrition with the 
message: “A well-
fed child is a well-
brained child.”

leaders to support 
women’s health and 
breastfeeding.

She disclosed that 
the State 
Government will 
partner with the 
Cross River State 
Primary Health Care 
Development 
Agency, UNICEF 
and other relevant 

Excellency, Bishop 
Dr. (Mrs.) 
Eyoanwan Bassey 
Otu, Lady 
Queeneth Essien 
encouraged 
mothers to 
prioritize their 
health throughout 
the first 1,000 
days and urged 
husbands, religious 
and traditional 
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You Must Earn Your Pay" — Cobham 
Reads Riot Act to Media Aides
By Nakanda Iyadim 

recorded by the 
Otu administration 
across 
infrastructure, 
education, health, 
agriculture and 
other sectors 
demanded a 
corresponding 
level of visibility, 
and that anything 
less amounted to 
a disservice to the 
Government and 
the people of 
Cross River 

publicising the 
achievements 
recorded under the 
administration of 
Governor Senator 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu.Speaking at a 
maiden cluster 
meeting with Media 
and 
Communications 
Aides to the 
Governor, the 
Commissioner said 
the volume of 
development 

he Cross TRiver State 
Commission

er for Information 
and Orientation, 
Pastor Ekpenyong 
Ene Cobham, has 
charged 
information 
managers in the 
Media and 
Communications 
cluster to justify 
their positions by 
actively and 
consistently 
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the State and its 
citizenry, and 
pledged to 
address, within his 
purview, some of 
the challenges 
raised during the 
meeting.Respondi
ng, the Special 
Adviser on Media 
and Publicity and 
Chief Press 
Secretary, Mr 
Linus Obogo; the 
Special Adviser on 
Content 
Development and 
Archiving, Ms 
Beatrice Akpala; 
and the General 

communications 
aide to ensure that 
record reached the 
public in clear, 
timely and 
compelling terms, 
and to counter the 
false narratives 
being peddled 
against the 
Government in 
some quarters.The 
Commissioner 
further charged the 
aides to deepen 
synergy and 
collaboration 
among members of 
the cluster for the 
common good of 

State."You must 
earn your pay," 
the Commissioner 
told the gathering, 
urging information 
managers to move 
beyond routine 
reporting, take 
ownership of 
content creation, 
and tell the story 
of governance in 
the State.He 
described the 
administration's 
record as 
unprecedented 
and said it was 
the duty of every 
media and 
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relations going 
forward.The aides 
including Ekanem 
Essien 
commended the 
Commissioner's 
charge, describing 
it as a timely 
reminder of the 
responsibility that 
comes with the 
office.

(CRBC), Mr Sam 
Nsor, all assured 
the Commissioner 
of closer working 

Manager of the 
Cross River 
Broadcasting 
Corporation 
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Livestock Adviser Charges Staff on 
Unity, Productivity to Reposition Sector
By Arit Ubi

He expressed 
concern over the 
condition and 
utilisation of some 
government-
owned livestock 
assets, particularly 
facilities that had 
been 
concessioned, 
stressing the need 
for the ministry to 
take greater 
interest in assets 
within its mandate 
and ensure they 

ministry and 
maximise its 
potential.

Imokehuede gave 
the charge during a 
familiarisation 
meeting with the 
management and 
staff of the ministry, 
where he outlined 
ongoing initiatives 
and opportunities 
available to the 
sector under the 
present 
administration.

he Special TAdviser to 
the Governor 

of Cross River 
State on Livestock, 
Mr. Liyel 
Imokehuede, has 
charged staff of 
the Ministry of 
Livestock, 
Aquaculture and 
Fisheries 
Development to 
embrace unity, 
professionalism 
and productivity to 
reposition the 
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abattoir, training 
facilities and 
conference spaces.

Imokehuede 
further highlighted 
the potential of the 
honey sector, 
saying the ministry 
was exploring 
federal 
intervention and 
capacity-building 
opportunities to 
strengthen honey 
production and 
processing in the 
state.

He also announced 
plans for the 
commencement of 
an online 
enumeration and 

L-PRES will provide 
opportunities for 
improved animal 
health services, 
veterinary 
infrastructure, 
abattoir 
development, 
capacity building 
and other 
interventions across 
the livestock value 
chain.

He disclosed that 
the state was also 
pursuing the 
development of a 
Livestock Integrated 
Hub, which would 
incorporate facilities 
such as a veterinary 
clinic, cold-chain 
infrastructure, 

contribute to 
employment, food 
production and 
economic 
development.

The Special 
Adviser also 
highlighted 
opportunities 
presented by the 
Livestock 
Productivity and 
Resilience Support 
Project (L-PRES), 
noting that Cross 
River State had 
come on board 
and was preparing 
to participate 
actively in the 
programme.

According to him, 
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He also disclosed 
that discussions 
were being 
initiated with 
development 
organisations, 
including the 
United Nations 
Industrial 
Development 
Organization 
(UNIDO), on 
possible support 
for capacity 
building.

During the 
interactive session, 
staff members 
made contributions 
on the need to 
improve the 
ministry's working 
environment and 
strengthen its 
operational 
capacity. 

Issues raised 
included staff 
welfare and 
training, provision 
of office tools, 
demonstration 
farms and ponds, 

of the ministry's 
visibility, stressing 
that promoting its 
programmes and 
achievements 
should be a 
collective 
responsibility and 
not that of the 
Information Officer 
alone.

He encouraged staff 
to utilise their 
professional and 
social media 
platforms to 
showcase the 
ministry's activities 
and opportunities in 
order to attract 
partnerships, 
investments and 
development 
support.

On staff 
participation, 
Imokehuede 
assured workers 
that efforts would 
be made to ensure 
relevant personnel 
were carried along 
in programmes and 
capacity-building 
opportunities.

traceability system 
for livestock 
farmers.

He explained that 
the first phase 
would involve 
online registration 
to create an 
updated database 
of livestock 
farmers, while the 
second phase 
would involve geo-
locating farms, 
mapping their 
sizes and 
uploading relevant 
information 
digitally.

He said the system 
would provide 
reliable data for 
planning and 
intervention 
programmes while 
improving 
transparency in 
the distribution of 
government 
support.

The Special 
Adviser urged staff 
to take ownership 
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were 
interconnected and 
needed to work 
together to 
achieve 
sustainable 
development.

The Special 
Adviser said the 
familiarisation 
meeting was part 
of efforts to 
understand the 
ministry's 
challenges, 
communicate 
ongoing initiatives 
and mobilise staff 
towards a more 
productive and 
visible livestock, 
aquaculture and 
fisheries sector in 
Cross River State.

animal health, 
zoonotic disease 
prevention, 
international 
partnerships and 
fisheries 
development, while 
emphasising the 
importance of 
collaboration among 
the ministry's 
departments.

Responding to the 
contributions, 
Imokehuede said 
the administration 
was committed to 
addressing 
identified gaps and 
creating an 
environment where 
staff could 
contribute 
meaningfully to the 
ministry's 
development.

He called for 
stronger 
collaboration among 
the livestock, 
veterinary, fisheries 
and aquaculture 
departments, 
stressing that the 
various components 

fisheries laboratory 
facilities, better 
utilisation of 
government assets 
and stronger 
participation of 
ministry personnel 
in development 
programmes.

The Head of 
Planning, Research 
and Statistics, Mr. 
Mitre Eyong, 
particularly 
advocated regular 
staff meetings to 
strengthen 
interaction and 
foster better 
understanding 
among employees.

He also called for 
the establishment 
of demonstration 
facilities where 
staff and students 
on industrial 
attachment could 
gain practical 
experience.

Dr. Efenji Alem 
Moses highlighted 
opportunities in 
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Ekpang Tasks C’River Town Planners 
on Professionalism, Due Process

office.

He said the 
meeting was 
aimed at 
strengthening 
collaboration 
between the 
Ministry’s 
leadership and its 
zonal structures, 
while providing an 
avenue for the 
officers to present 
challenges 

procedures in the 
discharge of their 
duties.

Ekpang gave the 
charge when the 
Zonal Town 
Planning Officers 
paid a courtesy visit 
to him in his office, 
marking their first 
official interaction 
with the 
Commissioner since 
his assumption of 

he Cross TRiver State 
Commissione

r for Lands, Dr. 
Erasmus Ekpang, 
has charged Zonal 
Town Planning 
Officers across the 
18 Local 
Government Areas 
to uphold 
professionalism, 
transparency and 
strict compliance 
with established 

By Afiong Ndem
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system. He 
insisted that land-
related disputes 
and grievances 
must be 
channelled 
through 
appropriate 
administrative and 
legal processes.

He also urged the 
officers to be 
proactive in 
identifying and 
reporting 
irregularities, while 
warning against 

communication with 
the Ministry and 
other relevant 
departments.

Ekpang charged 
them to operate 
strictly within their 
jurisdictions and 
resist illegal 
developments, land 
grabbing, 
unauthorised 
occupation of 
property and other 
practices capable of 
undermining the 
state’s land 
administration 

affecting their 
operations and 
seek administrative 
support where 
necessary.

The Commissioner 
stressed that 
effective land 
administration and 
protection could 
not be achieved by 
one person or 
department, 
urging the officers 
to work as a team 
and maintain 
effective 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

preventing future 
disputes, 
encroachment and 
other challenges 
associated with 
poorly executed 
layouts.

Ekpang assured 
the officers that 
the Ministry would 
provide necessary 
administrative and 
institutional 
support whenever 
genuine challenges 
exceeded their 
statutory authority, 
but stressed that 
such support 

and properly 
accounted for, 
warning officers 
against demanding 
or collecting money 
outside established 
government 
procedures.

He further called for 
improved 
coordination in the 
preparation and 
implementation of 
layouts, stressing 
that proper 
planning, 
documentation and 
record-keeping 
were essential to 

bypassing 
established 
procedures or 
undertaking 
unauthorised 
interventions 
capable of creating 
confusion between 
departments and 
agencies.

On revenue and 
financial 
accountability, the 
Commissioner 
directed that all 
government 
payments must be 
made through 
approved channels 
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inadequate 
workspace in some 
Local Government 
Areas. She 
appealed for the 
Ministry’s support 
in addressing the 
challenges to 
enable the officers 
discharge their 
responsibilities 
more effectively.

She expressed 
confidence that 
the engagement 
would strengthen 
coordination 
between the 
Ministry and its 
zonal structures, 
while enabling the 
officers to better 
understand the 
administration’s 
expectations and 
improve service 
delivery across 
their respective 
jurisdictions.

process in land 
administration.

Responding, the 
Director of Town 
Planning, Mrs. 
Evelyn Izidor, 
thanked the 
Commissioner for 
the opportunity to 
interact with the 
officers and present 
the challenges 
confronting them 
across the state. 
She said the 
engagement 
provided an avenue 
for the officers to 
seek clarification 
and draw the 
Ministry’s attention 
to issues requiring 
administrative 
intervention.

Izidor listed the 
challenges to 
include inadequate 
vehicles for 
accessing some 
interior areas, 
security concerns 
during field 
operations, 
shortage of 
manpower and 

would be matched 
by professionalism 
and results.

“If your work is 
not good, I will tell 
you and ask you to 
go back and fix it,” 
he said, 
emphasising that 
his commitment to 
defending officers 
would be matched 
by his expectation 
that they perform 
their duties 
properly.

The Commissioner 
reaffirmed his 
commitment to 
strengthening 
coordination 
between the 
Ministry and its 
zonal structures, 
urging the officers 
to remain 
dedicated to their 
duties, protect 
government 
interests and 
uphold a culture of 
openness, 
responsibility and 
adherence to due 
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Spin Safeguards Team Strengthens 
Community Grievance Mechanism 
Ahead Of Bansara Irrigation Scheme 
Implementation

stakeholders to 
strengthen 
awareness and 
preparedness for 
the Project’s 
Grievance Redress 
Mechanism (GRM).

Team of the 
Sustainable Power 
and Irrigation for 
Nigeria (SPIN) 
Project has engaged 
community 
members and key 

head of the Afull 
implementati

on of the Bansara 
Irrigation Scheme, 
the Cross River 
State Safeguards 

By Blessing Enagu
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concerns and 
complaints relating 
to project activities 
can be raised and 
addressed.

In her opening 
remarks, Engr. 
Ulafor expressed 
appreciation to the 
community for its 
continued 
cooperation and 
support for the 
project. She 
emphasised the 

persons, and other 
stakeholders within 
the project area.

The engagement 
forms part of the 
SPIN Project’s 
safeguards 
approach to 
ensuring that 
communities have 
access to 
transparent, 
inclusive, and 
responsive channels 
through which 

The engagement, 
led by the State 
Project 
Coordinator, Engr. 
Mrs. Justina John 
Ulafor, brought 
together 
representatives of 
the Water Users 
Association (WUA), 
traditional and 
community 
leaders, women 
and youth groups, 
vulnerable 
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Committee.
The committee 
was structured to 
reflect the diversity 
of the community, 
with 
representation 
from community 
leadership, 
women, youth, the 
Water Users 
Association, and 
vulnerable groups.

The Project’s 
Grievance Redress 

concerns promptly 
through the 
established 
channels, stressing 
the need for 
grievances to be 
handled fairly, 
transparently, and 
within reasonable 
timeframes.

A major outcome of 
the engagement 
was the constitution 
and inauguration of 
the Bansara 
Grievance Redress 

importance of an 
effective grievance 
redress system in 
maintaining trust 
between the 
project and host 
communities, 
particularly as 
activities progress 
from the 
preparation stage 
to implementation.

She encouraged 
community 
members to raise 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

participation can 
access the 
grievance 
mechanism 
without 
discrimination.

The inauguration 
was followed by a 
practical capacity-
building session on 
the Grievance 
Redress 
Mechanism, 
facilitated by 
officers from the 
SPIN Safeguards 

State Project 
Coordinator urged 
them to uphold 
fairness, 
confidentiality, 
accountability, and 
inclusiveness in 
handling 
complaints. She 
particularly 
emphasised the 
importance of 
ensuring that 
women, vulnerable 
persons, and other 
groups who may 
face barriers to 

Focal Person, Mr. 
Paul Momnang, 
was also 
inaugurated to 
serve as a direct 
link between 
community 
members and the 
project’s grievance 
management 
structure.

While charging the 
committee 
members and focal 
person on their 
responsibilities, the 
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Participants 
actively engaged 
with the 
facilitators, seeking 
clarification on the 
appropriate 
procedures for 
reporting, 
documenting, 
referring and 
resolving different 
categories of 
grievances, as well 
as the roles and 
responsibilities of 
relevant 

of the Grievance 
Redress Mechanism, 
identification and 
reporting of 
grievances, 
documentation and 
tracking procedures, 
resolution and 
referral processes, 
escalation 
pathways, 
confidentiality, 
stakeholder 
responsibilities and 
inclusive grievance 
management.

Team. The session 
was led by Mrs. 
Patience Mom, 
Social Safeguards 
Officer; Mrs. 
Theresa Abua, 
Environmental 
Safeguards Officer; 
and Mrs. Asi 
James, Gender 
Officer.

The training 
focused on the 
purpose and 
guiding principles 
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training.

He stated that the 
community 
welcomed the 
initiative and 
pledged to work 
with the 
committee and 
other stakeholders 
to ensure that the 
grievance redress 
structure functions 
effectively.

The engagement 

promoting peaceful, 
transparent, and 
accountable project 
implementation.

Responding on 
behalf of the 
community, the 
newly inaugurated 
Grievance Redress 
Focal Person, Mr. 
Paul Momnang, 
expressed 
appreciation to the 
SPIN team for the 
engagement and 

stakeholders in 
ensuring that 
complaints are 
addressed in a fair, 
transparent and 
timely manner.

The interactive 
sessions also 
provided an 
opportunity for 
community 
representatives to 
gain a better 
understanding of 
their roles in 
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The initiative 
represents an 
important step 
towards fostering 
community trust, 
promoting 
accountability, and 
supporting the 
sustainable 
implementation of 
the SPIN project in 
Cross River State.

structures before 
major project 
activities 
commence, the 
project is 
strengthening the 
systems required to 
ensure that 
community 
concerns are heard, 
documented, and 
appropriately 
addressed 
throughout the 
implementation of 
the Bansara 
Irrigation Scheme.

and training 
underscore the 
SPIN Project’s 
commitment to 
meaningful 
stakeholder 
participation and 
the integration of 
social, 
environmental, 
and gender 
safeguards into 
project 
implementation.
By establishing 
community-level 
grievance redress 
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C’River Govt Reaffirms Ownership of 
Ogoja College of Nursing Sciences

members of the 
Governing Council 
of the college to 
review ongoing 
institutional and 
administrative 
matters.

Ayuk said the 
government’s 
position on the 
ownership and 
administration of 

state.

The Commissioner 
for Health, Dr. 
Henry Egbe Ayuk, 
PhD, stated this on 
Tuesday, September 
22, 2026, at the 
Ministry of Health 
Headquarters, 
Calabar, when he 
received the 
Chairman and 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has reaffirmed its 
ownership and 
administrative 
authority over the 
College of Nursing 
Sciences, Ogoja, 
declaring that the 
institution remains 
wholly owned and 
operated by the 

By Kingsley Agim
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in all our 
investments, but it 
is important that 
they realize that 
fact,” Ayuk added.

The meeting 
followed a 
courtesy visit by 
the leadership of 
the college’s 
Governing Council, 
which sought 
clarification and 
direction from the 
Ministry over 
emerging 
administrative 
issues concerning 
the institution.

The Chairman of 

the government,” 
the Commissioner 
said.

He, however, said 
the government 
was not opposed to 
private-sector 
participation in its 
investments, but 
stressed that such 
participation must 
respect the 
government’s 
ownership, 
regulatory and 
administrative 
authority over state 
institutions.

“We are not afraid 
of the participation 
of the private sector 

its medical training 
institutions was 
clear, stressing 
that institutions 
could only operate 
with formal 
recognition and 
approval from the 
government.

“That school is 
owned totally by 
the government. 
The position of 
government is 
clear: the policy 
across the entire 
country is that you 
cannot establish a 
school without 
formal recognition 
and approval by 
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The meeting also 
had in attendance 
the Provost of the 
college, Dr. Fuyiko 
Oking; Chairman 
of the Cross River 
State Branch of 
the National 
Association of 
Nigerian Nurses 
and Midwives 
(NANNM), Mrs. 
Josephine Bassey; 
and governing 
council members 
Prof. Idang N. 
Idang, Dr. Rex U. 
Obo and Simon Eje 
Bisong.

correspondence 
from the Catholic 
Diocese expressing 
an intent to assume 
control of the 
institution,” Osaji 
said.

She explained that, 
as public servants, 
the council 
members 
considered it 
important to verify 
their administrative 
standing with the 
state government, 
which owns and 
operates the 
college, and 
determine the 
appropriate way 
forward.

the Governing 
Council, Dr. Mrs. 
Teresa A. Osaji, 
said the council 
considered it 
necessary to 
engage the 
Ministry following 
correspondence 
from the Catholic 
Diocese expressing 
an intention to 
assume control of 
the institution.

“We decided to 
come and see the 
Commissioner 
because of the 
issue bothering us 
in the college 
regarding 
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Ayuk Demands Higher Standards in 
C’River Mortuary Management

health facilities in 
Calabar, where 
issues concerning 
the administration 
and management 
of mortuary 
services were 
reviewed.

He said the state 
government 
remained 
committed to 

stressing the need 
for proper care and 
handling of the 
dead.

Ayuk made the call 
on Tuesday, 
September 22, 
2026, during a 
stakeholder meeting 
with managers of 
government-owned 
mortuaries and 

he Cross TRiver State 
Commissione

r for Health, Elder 
Dr Henry Egbe 
Ayuk, has 
demanded higher 
professional 
standards in the 
management of 
government-
owned mortuaries 
across the state, 

By Kingsley Agim



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

the people who 
are alive, even the 
dead, the corps, if 
we are not taking 
good care of it, we 
also are running a 
risk,” Ayuk said.

He stressed that 
proper mortuary 
management 
should cover every 
stage of the 
process, from 
admission and 
preservation of 
corpses to their 
eventual release 
for burial, while 
ensuring 

that lapses in the 
handling and 
preservation of 
corpses could 
expose workers, 
relatives and 
members of the 
public to avoidable 
health and 
environmental risks.

“We want to 
appreciate you for 
what we are 
working together to 
achieve: quality 
healthcare. You 
know the dead have 
to be taken care of 
very well, not only 

improving 
healthcare delivery 
and strengthening 
systems that 
promote effective 
service delivery, 
proper supervision 
and adherence to 
established health 
and safety 
standards.

The Commissioner 
urged managers to 
ensure that 
mortuary 
operations 
complied with 
approved 
procedures, noting 
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operation.

The meeting also 
reviewed 
administrative 
updates and 
reports from 
government health 
facilities and 
mortuaries in 
General Hospital 
Ogoja, Ugep, 
Calabar, Akamkpa 
and Joint Hospital, 
Ikom.

The session was 
attended by the 
Ministry’s 
Procurement 
Officer, Mrs Ajie 
Achu, alongside 
other stakeholders, 
who reviewed 
operational 
concerns and 
considered 
measures to 
improve 
compliance, 
accountability and 
professional 
standards in the 
management of 
mortuary services.

agreements and 
financial obligations.

“It is incumbent on 
us to know that 
most of these are 
contracts. The 
government has the 
right to withdraw all 
the MoUs when you 
are failing in your 
part. You have to 
pay those 
remittances, no 
matter how small, 
to government. But 
many people are 
not doing it, and it 
has become 
worrisome,” Agbor 
said.

He urged managers 
to take their 
contractual 
responsibilities 
seriously, 
particularly the 
regular remittance 
of agreed revenues 
to government, 
noting that 
compliance with 
such obligations 
remained part of 
the conditions for 
continued 

compliance with 
relevant health, 
safety and 
administrative 
requirements.

Ayuk also directed 
managers to 
submit updated 
administrative 
reports and 
records on the 
operational status 
of their facilities to 
strengthen 
monitoring, 
accountability and 
effective oversight 
of mortuary 
services across the 
state.

The Director of 
Medical and Dental 
Services in the 
Ministry of Health, 
Dr Stephen Agbor, 
called for strict 
compliance with 
the terms 
governing the use 
and management 
of government-
owned facilities, 
including 
adherence to 
contractual 









































SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR
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nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 
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aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 
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Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 
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accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 
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Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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