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Legal Titans Gather as Gov Otu, Jonathan, 
CJN Honour Kanu Agabi at 80 with Book 
Launch

Chief Kanu 
Godwin Agabi, 
SAN, at a public 
lecture and 
presentation of 
publications held 
by the Body of 
Benchers.

Speaking at the 
event, Governor 
Otu described the 
occasion as an 

Supreme Court 
and Court of 
Appeal, the Chief 
Judge of the 
Federal Capital 
Territory, the 
Attorney-General 
and Minister of 
Justice, Chief 
Lateef Fagbemi, 
SAN, and Senior 
Advocates of 
Nigeria, to honour 

overnor 

GBassey Otu 
of Cross 

River State on 
Thursday joined a 
gathering of 
distinguished 
Nigerians in 
Abuja, including 
former President 
Goodluck 
Jonathan, 
Justices of the 
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in our history and 
the nation at 
large, and will not 
cease to seek his 
guidance and 
immense wisdom 
as we deliver on 
the People First 
Agenda," 
Governor Otu 
said.

He also used the 
occasion to 
remind the 
gathering that 
Nigeria is on the 
path of greatness, 

Agabi, from 
humble 
beginnings, had 
braved 
considerable odds 
to shape society 
and, in particular, 
the legal 
profession, where 
he remains one of 
its most esteemed 
titans.

“As a Government 
and People of 
Cross River State, 
we continue to 
celebrate his place 

opportunity to 
once again 
recognise 
excellence, hard 
work, 
commitment and 
ethical conduct as 
the hallmarks that 
have defined 
Chief Agabi, a 
worthy son of 
Cross River State, 
a patriot and a 
statesman, over 
the past 80 years.

The governor 
noted that Chief 
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Otu thanked Chief 
Agabi for his 
inspiration and 
commended the 
Body of Benchers 
for their 
thoughtfulness in 
organising a 
fitting event for a 
man whose 
humanity, he 
said, transcends 
generations.

and the country 
the progress they 
desire and 
deserve.Governor 

and that only 
continuity in 
government can 
guarantee citizens 
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Odey: Gov. Otu Administration Too Solid 
to Be Distracted by Opposition Politics

Government 
House, Calabar, on 
Thursday.

Reacting to recent 
comments 
attributed to a 
factional candidate 
of the opposition 
party in the state, 
Odey said the 
administration 
would rather allow 
its record in office 
to speak for itself 

distracted” by 
opposition politics 
or social media 
criticisms.

Odey stated this 
when he received a 
delegation from the 
Creative, 
Entertainment and 
Events Community 
(CEEC), Cross River 
State, at the Deputy 
Governor’s 
Conference Room, 

he Cross TRiver State 
Deputy 

Governor, Rt. Hon. 
Peter Odey, has 
declared that the 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu-led 
administration 
remains focused 
and politically 
grounded, insisting 
that the 
government is “too 
solid to be 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2026

senatorial districts.

Rt. Hon. Odey 
cited improved 
security across the 
state as a major 
achievement of the 
administration, 
noting that the 
relative peace and 
stability have 
created a more 
conducive 
environment for 
businesses and 
private-sector 
investments to 
thrive, including in 
Akpabuyo, which 

simultaneously 
initiating new 
projects aimed at 
repositioning the 
state for sustainable 
growth.

He said the political 
strength of the All 
Progressives 
Congress (APC) in 
the state was 
rooted not merely in 
political structures, 
but also in the 
administration’s 
visible interventions 
across sectors 
across the three 

than be drawn into 
unnecessary 
political 
distractions.

According to him, 
the administration 
inherited a state 
that required 
deliberate 
restoration and 
has since 
embarked on the 
restoration, 
renovation and 
remodelling of 
critical state 
infrastructure and 
assets, while 
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remain a priority of 
the administration, 
stressing that 
government would 
continue to honour 
its obligations to 
workers and 
retirees, noting 
that no pensioner 
is currently owed 
pension in the 
state.

Odey therefore 
called on Cross 
Riverians, 
including members 
of the creative 

welfare of senior 
citizens, Odey said 
the administration 
had made the 
welfare of retirees a 
priority, pointing to 
the release of ₦10 
billion towards the 
settlement of 
outstanding 
gratuities, with the 
first batch already 
cleared and the 
second batch 
currently being 
processed.

He added that 
pension payments 

plays host to a 
university.

He also highlighted 
the 
implementation of 
the ₦70,000 
minimum wage, 
noting that Cross 
River was among 
the first states in 
the country to 
commence 
implementation of 
the new wage 
regime in 
December 2024, 
while on the 
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position the state 
as a destination for 
talent, 
entertainment and 
creative enterprise.

He particularly 
appreciated the 
administration’s 
recognition of the 
creative sector as 
an important 
component of the 
state’s 
socioeconomic 
development, 
stressing that 
sustained 
government 
support would 
enable more 

efforts to improve 
the socioeconomic 
wellbeing of Cross 
Riverians and give 
critical state assets 
a facelift.

Speaking further, 
Ndifon commended 
the Governor Otu-
led administration 
for its growing 
support for the 
creative arts and 
entertainment 
industry, noting that 
the government’s 
deliberate efforts to 
create opportunities 
for young creatives 
are helping to 

community and 
political 
stakeholders, to 
look beyond 
partisan 
differences and 
contribute to the 
development of 
the state.

Speaking earlier, 
the spokesman of 
the CEEC 
delegation and 
DG-Central, CEEC, 
Mr. Ejor Ndifon, 
commended the 
Governor Otu-led 
administration for 
what he described 
as deliberate 
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efforts to create 
opportunities and 
strengthen the 
creative economy.

The high point of 
the visit was the 
presentation of a 
commemorative 
souvenir to the 
Deputy Governor 
by the Director of 
the group in the 
Southern 
Senatorial District, 
Mr. Bobby Ekanem.

that, ahead of the 
official flag-off of 
CEEC, the group 
would stage a 
Creative Youth 
Mega Walk in 
solidarity with 
Governor Bassey 
Otu and Deputy 
Governor Peter 
Odey on Saturday, 
September 26.

He said the initiative 
would bring 
together young 
people within the 
creative, 
entertainment and 
events ecosystem 
to demonstrate 
their support for the 
administration’s 

young people to 
turn their talents 
into sustainable 
livelihoods.

Reaffirming the 
group’s support for 
the administration 
ahead of the 2027 
general elections, 
he expressed 
appreciation to the 
Deputy Governor, 
Rt. Hon. Peter 
Odey, for his 
consistent support 
for talents, young 
people and youth 
economic 
empowerment.

Ndifon disclosed 
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C’River Surpasses 2026 Energy 
Access Target by 5%
By Margaret Ita

longstanding 
electricity gaps 
through the 
expansion and 
rehabilitation of 
power 
infrastructure, as 
well as the 
deployment of 
renewable energy 
solutions to 
underserved 

power infrastructure 
and renewable 
energy under the 
administration of 
Governor Senator 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu.

The achievement 
reflects the 
administration’s 
efforts to address 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has surpassed its 
2026 target for 
expanding access 
to electricity across 
rural and urban 
communities by 
five per cent, 
following sustained 
investments in 
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ensure that more 
Cross Riverians 
have access to 
affordable, reliable 
and sustainable 
electricity, noting 
that the ongoing 
projects were 
designed to 
strengthen existing 
infrastructure 
while opening up 
new areas for 
electrification.

According to Ekpo, 
the electrification 
programme has 
also moved 
beyond 

power.

Ekpo said the 
interventions 
included 
transformer 
installations and 
replacements, 
substation 
rehabilitation, 
network expansion, 
reticulation and 
fresh electrification 
projects across rural 
and urban 
communities.

He assured that the 
agency would 
sustain its efforts to 

communities in 
line with its People 
First Agenda.

The Director 
General of the 
Cross River State 
Electrification 
Agency (CRSEA), 
Mr. Francis Ekpo, 
said the agency 
had intensified 
interventions 
aimed at extending 
electricity access 
to communities 
that had previously 
experienced 
inadequate or no 
access to grid 
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He added that 
other interventions 
included a 1MVA 
transformer 
project at Ekorinim 
and additional 
projects targeting 
critical electricity 
infrastructure 
across 
metropolitan 
Calabar.

“These 
interventions are 
important in 
strengthening 
electricity supply in 
areas experiencing 
population growth 
and increased 
commercial 
activities, while our 

network 
rehabilitation, 
substation 
development and 
fresh electrification.

“For 2026, we have 
continued with 
major projects, 
including the 
replacement of a 
500KVA transformer 
at Nsefik/Atekong in 
Calabar 
Municipality, a 
500KVA substation 
at Unebu 
Community in Ugep 
and a 500KVA 
transformer project 
at Okuku in Yala,” 
Ekpo said.

conventional grid 
infrastructure, with 
the rollout of 
10,000 solar home 
systems for rural 
households and 
small businesses.

He said the 2025 
electricity project 
portfolio covered 
Calabar 
Municipality, 
Calabar South, 
Ogoja, Bekwarra, 
Akamkpa, 
Odukpani, Ikom 
and Yala, with 
interventions 
including 
transformer 
installations and 
replacements, 
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The continued 
investment in 
electricity 
infrastructure and 
renewable energy, 
he added, would 
further strengthen 
the foundation for 
improved living 
standards, 
industrial 
development and 
sustainable 
economic growth 
across both rural 
and urban 
communities.

electricity access by 
2027.

He said the 
progress recorded 
so far demonstrated 
the state 
government’s 
commitment to 
closing the energy 
access gap and 
providing the 
infrastructure 
required to support 
households, 
businesses and 
economic activities 
across Cross River.

rural projects are 
extending access 
to communities 
that have 
remained 
underserved,” 
Ekpo said.

Ekpo said the 
agency’s strategy 
combines grid 
expansion, 
infrastructure 
rehabilitation and 
renewable energy 
deployment, with 
the state targeting 
65 per cent 
statewide 
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HoS Engages Education Boards on 
Teaching Service Performance Mgt.
By: Kera Okem

the framework’s 
objectives, 
structure, and 
proposed 
implementation.

The framework is 
designed to 
establish clear 
performance 
expectations, 
measurable Key 
Performance 
Indicators (KPIs), 

Framework (PMF) 
and Service 
Contract System.

The meeting, 
which brought 
together the 
Teaching Service 
Performance 
Management 
Committee and 
representatives of 
the Education 
Boards, focused on 

he Head of TService, 
Orok Bassey 

Okon, has met 
with 
representatives of 
the Education 
Boards at his 
office to discuss 
the newly 
developed 
Teaching Service 
Performance 
Management 
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refinement and 
successful 
implementation.

The engagement 
represents 
another 
significant step 
towards a more 
structured, 
transparent, and 
technology-driven 
performance 
management 
system in the 
Cross River State 
Teaching Service.

appraisal, capture 
performance data 
and KPIs, review 
assessments, and 
generate reports 
for teachers, Head 
Teachers, 
Principals, Vice 
Principals, and 
other relevant 
personnel.

The Education 
Boards 
commended the 
initiative and 
expressed their 
readiness to 
collaborate with 
the Committee and 
Technical Team 
towards its 

periodic 
appraisals, and 
stronger 
accountability 
within the 
Teaching Service.

A key highlight of 
the engagement 
was a live 
demonstration of 
the Teaching 
Service 
Performance 
Management 
Application by the 
Technical Team. 

The digital 
platform will 
facilitate 
electronic 
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CRGIA Partners Livestock Dept. to 
Build Digital Registration System

deploying 
geospatial 
intelligence to 
manage data 
across all sectors 
of the state for 
effective planning 
and policy 
formulation.

He noted that the 
collaboration, 
tagged "From Data 
to Development," 
will provide 

Geographic 
Information System 
(CRGIS).

Receiving the 
Special Adviser and 
his team in his 
office, the Director-
General of CRGIA, 
Mr. William 
Archibong Jnr., said 
CRGIA is not just 
about land 
management but 
also about 

he Cross TRiver 
Geographic 

Information 
Agency (CRGIA) is 
collaborating with 
the Office of the 
Special Adviser on 
Livestock 
Development to 
the Governor to 
build a Livestock 
Registration 
System using the 
Cross River 
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for a smarter, safer 
and more 
prosperous Cross 
River State.

He stated that the 
Agency currently 
supports activities 
across the state 
through the 
application of 
geospatial 
intelligence in 
sectors such as the 
economy, 
environment, 
humanitarian 
services, security 
and agriculture, 
and is now 
extending its 

such as this.

Speaking on the 
technical aspects, 
the Director of 
Operations, CRGIA, 
Mr. Jesam Iwara, 
emphasized that the 
Cross River 
Geographic 
Information System 
is the official 
geographic platform 
of Cross River State. 
Developed and 
managed by CRGIA, 
it is designed to 
collect, manage, 
analyse and 
visualise location-
based information 

accurate livestock 
information for 
better planning, 
healthier animals, 
stronger 
communities and a 
more prosperous 
Cross River State.

He also 
appreciated His 
Excellency, Sen. 
Prince Bassey Otu, 
for his support to 
the Agency 
through facility 
upgrade and 
technical backing, 
which has ensured 
the birth and 
survival of projects 
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Agriculture, 
University of 
Calabar; Mr. Eyibio 
Asuquo Effiong, 
AAT, ACA, ACIT, 
FCAI, Director, 
Marketing and 
Public Relations, 
CRGIA; Alhaji 
Gombe Nasiru, 
Special Assistant 
on Cattle Ranching 
to the Governor; 
Mr. Glory 
Ekpeyong, Director 
of Livestock; Mr. 
Ken Asim-Ittah, 
Executive 
Secretary, Calabar 
Chamber of 
Commerce; and 
other stakeholders.

Liyel Imoukhuede, 
thanked the 
management of 
CRGIA for the 
technical expertise 
deployed for the 
collaboration. 

He also expressed 
appreciation to the 
Governor, Sen. 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu, for expanding 
the state's 
geospatial hub and 
pledged his full 
support for the 
project.

Also in attendance 
were Prof. Idela Ela, 
Dean, Faculty of 

application to 
building a stronger 
livestock sector.

He highlighted that 
the collaboration 
will achieve digital 
registration of 
livestock, accurate 
location data, 
improved animal 
health and 
enhanced support 
for farmers and 
Value Chain Actors 
(VCAs).

In his remarks, the 
Special Adviser on 
Livestock 
Development to 
the Governor, Mr. 
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Gov Otu Celebrates Nigerian Editors, 
Calls for Media Commitment to Truth 
and Nation-Building

grand 
convergence of 
consciences, 
ideas, experience 
and patriotic 
commitment.”

The governor, 
who conveyed the 
felicitations of the 
Government and 
people of Cross 
River State 
through his 

ethical and 
steadfast in 
advancing Nigeria's 
development.

In a goodwill 
message to the 
Nigerian Guild of 
Editors on the 
occasion of its 
conference in 
Enugu State, Otu 
said the gathering 
represented "a 

ross River 

CState 
Governor, 

Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu, has 
described editors 
as custodians of 
public truth and 
indispensable 
guardians of 
democracy, 
urging them to 
remain 
courageous, 
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Otu observed that 
the conference 
was taking place 
at a 
consequential 
moment when 
Nigerians were 
seeking 
reassurance, 
direction and 
renewed 
confidence in the 
country's 
promise. While 
acknowledging 
that technology 
had expanded 
access to 
information, he 
warned that it 
had also 
"multiplied 
misinformation, 
sharpened 
division and 
tested the ethical 
foundations of 
journalism.”

Against that 
background, the 
governor 
described the 
editor as "an 
indispensable 

According to him, 
editors operate at 
the crucial 
intersection of 
information and 
understanding, 
determining "not 
merely what the 
nation reads, but 
how it reflects, 
reasons and 
responds.”

He praised the 
editorial profession 
for illuminating the 
public space 
through sound 
judgement, 
courage, balance 
and fidelity to 
facts.

"Through sound 
judgment, 
courage, balance 
and fidelity to fact, 
you illuminate the 
public square and 
help society 
separate substance 
from noise, truth 
from falsehood, 
and hope from 
despair," the 
governor said.

Special Adviser on 
Media and 
Publicity and 
Chief uPress 
Secretary, Mr. 
Linus Obogo, 
noted that the 
conference went 
beyond a routine 
professional 
assembly.

"It is a coming 
together of the 
custodians of 
public truth, the 
sentinels of 
accountability, 
and the skilled 
hands that refine 
the first draft of 
history into a 
credible record 
for generations 
yet unborn," he 
stated.

Emphasising the 
strategic place of 
editors in nation-
building, Otu said 
they occupy "a 
sacred place in 
the architecture 
of every thriving 
democracy." 
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the editors with 
warmth and 
gracious 
hospitality, 
describing the 
Coal City as a 
fitting venue 
renowned for 
enterprise, 
learning, culture, 
resilience and 
political history.

Wishing the 
delegates fruitful 
deliberations and 
safe journeys, 
Otu prayed: "May 
every session 
kindle insight, 
every encounter 
build bridges, and 
every resolution 
enlarge the 
frontiers of truth, 
justice, unity and 
responsible 
citizenship.”

reckless, critical 
without becoming 
cynical, and 
influential without 
surrendering its 
independence," 
Otu declared.

He added that 
Cross River State 
cherishes the press 
as "a vital partner 
in governance, 
social progress, 
peace-building, 
and the continuing 
work of perfecting 
our union," while 
saluting the Guild's 
leadership and 
members for their 
invaluable 
contributions to 
national 
development.

The Governor also 
commended the 
government and 
people of Enugu 
State for receiving 

compass: calm 
amid turbulence, 
discerning amid 
confusion, and 
steadfast amid 
pressure.”

He urged the 
Guild to formulate 
strategies for 
strengthening 
professional 
standards, 
protecting press 
freedom, 
rebuilding public 
trust, nurturing 
younger 
journalists and 
ensuring that 
technological 
innovation serves 
truth rather than 
undermines it.

“Nigeria needs an 
editorial 
community that 
remains fearless 
without becoming 
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Gov. Otu Unveils Oil & Gas Skills 
Programme for 2,000 Cross River 
Youths

The Governor 
stated this on 
Thursday at the 
Youth 
Empowerment Oil 
and Gas Training 
and CPD-
Accredited 
Empowerment 
Programme for 

relevant skills and 
professional 
qualifications so 
they can 
participate 
meaningfully in the 
state's emerging 
economic 
opportunities.

he Governor Tof Cross 
River State, 

Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu, has 
reaffirmed his 
administration's 
commitment to 
equipping young 
people with 
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oil and gas sector.

He said the 
initiative aligns 
perfectly with the 
administration’s 
People First 
Agenda and its 
strong emphasis 
on human capital 
development, 
adding that the 
oil and gas 
industry offers 
vast opportunities 
beyond 
exploration and 

Speaking on behalf 
of the Governor, 
Ayambem 
described the 
programme as 
timely and 
significant, noting 
that it takes 
practical 
opportunities 
directly to young 
Cross Riverians 
through structured 
training and 
internationally 
recognized 
certification in the 

2,000 youths of 
Cross River State, 
held under the 
theme, “Skill Up 
in the Season of 
Sweetness 
(SUSOS)”.

The Governor was 
represented at 
the event by the 
Speaker of the 
Cross River State 
House of 
Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Chief Elvert 
Ayambem.
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2,000 youths 
through CPD-
accredited 
Certificate and 
Diploma 
programmes 
represents a 
strategic 
investment not 
only in 
individuals, but in 
families, 
communities, and 
the overall 
productive 
capacity of the 

young people 
acquire the 
knowledge, 
technical 
competence, and 
professional 
credentials 
required to 
compete 
effectively for 
opportunities in 
the evolving global 
energy sector.

He explained that 
the training of 

production, 
including 
engineering, 
logistics, safety, 
environmental 
management, 
procurement, 
maintenance, and 
data services.

According to 
Governor Bassey 
Otu, the 
responsibility of 
government is to 
ensure that 
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technical partners 
for their 
dedication to 
youth 
empowerment, 
and urged the 
beneficiaries to 
translate the 
knowledge gained 
into competence, 
confidence and 

economic 
value.

The 
Governor 
further 
challenged 
the 
beneficiaries 
to “skill up, 
stand out 
and 
contribute 

meaningfully to 
the Season of 
Sweetness,” while 
urging them to 
become worthy 
ambassadors of 
Cross River State 
wherever their 
professional 
journeys may 
take them.

expand access to 
skills, enterprise 
opportunities and 
productive 
employment.

“We are building a 
State in which 
talent is 
recognised, skills 
are rewarded, and 

young people are 
equipped to 
become 
employers, 
professionals and 
contributors to 
sustainable 
development,” the 
Governor said.

The Governor 
commended the 
organisers and 

state.

Governor Otu 
charged the 
beneficiaries to 
approach the 
training with 
discipline, 
seriousness and a 
commitment to 
continuous 
learning, 
emphasizin
g that the 
certificates 
should 
serve as a 
springboard 
for 
professional 
growth, 
entrepreneu
rship, 
innovation 
and meaningful 
participation in 
the wider 
economy.

He assured Cross 
River youths that 
his administration 
will continue to 
support and 
initiate 
programmes that 
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CR-SACA Strengthens Gender and 
Human Rights Response at Quarterly 
Stakeholders' Engagement 

Protection 
Network, Nigeria 
Police Force, 
Heartland Alliance, 
NDLEA, human 
rights groups and 
other stakeholders.

The meeting, 
which formed part 
of the activities of 
the Technical 
Working Group, 
provided an 
opportunity for 
stakeholders to 

The meeting, held 
at the CRSACA 
Conference Hall in 
Calabar, brought 
together 
representatives of 
relevant 
government 
agencies, civil 
society 
organisations and 
partners, including 
ECEWS, NEPWHAN, 
CCRN, National 
Orientation Agency 
(NOA), Child 

he Cross TRiver State 
Agency for 

the Control of 
AIDS (CRSACA) 
has held its 
quarterly Gender 
and Human Rights 
State Response 
Team meeting to 
review issues 
affecting gender 
and human rights 
and strengthen the 
state's response.

By Asari Eso
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organisations and 
focal persons, and 
stronger 
communication 
among members 
to ensure that 
information and 
agreed actions 
reach all relevant 
stakeholders.

The meeting 
provided a 
platform for 
participants to 
share perspectives 
and propose 
practical steps 
towards 
addressing 
identified gaps and 

Participants made 
contributions and 
recommendations 
on areas requiring 
attention, with 
discussions focusing 
on improved 
coordination, 
communication, 
information sharing, 
reporting and 
collaboration among 
stakeholders.

They also stressed 
the need for 
effective referral 
mechanisms, proper 
documentation of 
relevant 

review issues 
within the gender 
and human rights 
response and 
contribute towards 
improving 
coordination and 
interventions in 
the state.

The session was 
anchored by Mr. 
Okanke Obase, 
who coordinated 
the discussions 
and gave 
participants the 
opportunity to 
make  inputs on 
the issues 
presented.
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The meeting 
ended with a 
renewed 
commitment by 
stakeholders to 
strengthen 
collaboration, 
communication 
and coordinated 
action in 
advancing gender 
and human rights 
interventions 
across Cross River 
State.

attending the 
meeting and for 
their active 
participation and 
valuable 
contributions.

Mr. Eseiwara 
appreciated their 
continued 
commitment to the 
gender and human 
rights response and 
encouraged them to 
sustain 
collaboration 
towards achieving 
the objectives of 
the State Response 
Team.

strengthening the 
collective response 
to gender and 
human rights 
issues in Cross 
River State.

In his closing 
remarks, the 
Director-General of 
CRSACA, Dr. 
Charles Iwara, 
who was 
represented by the 
Agency’s 
Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer, 
Mr. John Eseiwara, 
thanked 
stakeholders for 









































SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR



SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 
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aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 
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Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 
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accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 
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Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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Cally Air

ValueJet

Cally Air

MEN NR TE  OV
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Fly with Cally Air to:

LAGOS CALABAR ABUJA

Book Now On: www.flyvaluejet.com

15th October, 2025

Flights Commencement From
OPERATED BY 

For Enquiries 
Call Customer Care:

(+234)9125950403
(+234)9153823424
(+234)7047108136
01-4482998

Erasmus Ekpang
Commissioner For Information

Ministry of Information
Cross River State







Speed thrills 
But Kills. 

CROSS RIVER STATE SECTOR COMMAND

FRSC

Avoid 
Overspeeding: 

Always obey 
speed limits


