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South-South: NCCSALW Presents 
Scanners to Calabar Boat Operators 
to Check Arms Trafficking

State.

The presentation 
was made on 
Monday at the 
NCCSALW South-
South Zonal 
Office in Calabar, 
in the presence of 

electronic body 
scanners to boat 
operators in 
Calabar as part of 
efforts to prevent 
the smuggling and 
trafficking of illicit 
arms through 
maritime corridors 
into Cross River 

he National TCentre for 
the Control 

of Small Arms 
and Light 
Weapons 
(NCCSALW), 
South-South 
Zonal Centre, has 
presented 

By Kingsley Agim
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enhance their 
capacity to 
support efforts to 
curb the 
movement of 
illicit weapons 
through the 
state’s 
waterways.

“We need your 
collaboration and 
support to enable 
the Centre to 
carry out its 
mandate,” 
Ebimiebo said, 

Operators, Safe 
Journey Beach, 
Marina, Calabar, 
Comrade Samuel 
Bassey Johnson, 
for use at strategic 
points along the 
waterfront.

Ebimiebo said the 
gesture was 
intended to 
strengthen 
collaboration 
between the 
Centre and boat 
operators and 

management staff 
of the Centre, as 
part of measures 
to strengthen 
collaboration with 
boat operators in 
monitoring the 
state’s maritime 
corridors.

The Zonal 
Director of the 
Centre, Alex 
Ebimiebo, PhD, 
presented the two 
scanners to the 
Chairman of Boat 
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they were used 
strictly for the 
purpose for which 
they were 
provided.

He also urged the 
operators to 
handle the 
equipment with 
care, noting that 
they were 
government 
property and 
would therefore 
be subject to 
accountability.

Ebimiebo further 
encouraged the 
union to sustain 

in monitoring 
activities around 
the maritime 
corridors.

“Today, this is in 
fulfilment of that 
commitment, and 
here we have the 
two body scanners 
which we 
requested for,” he 
said.

The Zonal Director 
directed the boat 
operators to 
deploy the 
scanners at 
strategic points 
and ensure that 

adding that the 
Centre was 
prepared to 
provide necessary 
support to 
stakeholders 
whose 
cooperation could 
help it achieve its 
objectives.

He said the 
provision of the 
scanners was in 
fulfilment of the 
Centre’s 
commitment to 
empowering boat 
operators to work 
effectively with 
security personnel 
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union’s ability to 
support security 
agencies in 
monitoring 
activities at the 
waterfront, 
assuring that the 
equipment would 
be properly 
deployed and 
handled 
responsibly in 
furtherance of 
efforts to keep 
the maritime 
corridors safe.

expressed 
appreciation to the 
NCCSALW for the 
gesture and 
pledged the 
cooperation of 
boat operators in 
efforts to prevent 
the transportation 
of illicit arms and 
other prohibited 
items through the 
waterways.

Johnson said the 
scanners would 
strengthen the 

its cooperation 
with the Centre 
and its personnel, 
stressing that the 
scanners 
represented part 
of the 
government’s 
support to 
strengthen the 
operators’ role in 
securing the 
waterways.

Receiving the 
equipment, 
Johnson 









C E L E B R A T I N G 

NIGERIA'S 

66TH
INDEPENDENCE 
ANNIVERSARY

O
n behalf of the Management and Staff of the Ministry of Commerce, Cross River 
State, I warmly congratulate His Excellency, the Executive Governor, the 
government, and the industrious people of Cross River State as we join the rest of 

the Country to celebrate the 66th Independence Anniversary of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria.

Today's historic milestone affords us a profound opportunity to reflect on our national 
journey, honor the sacrifices of our founding fathers, and evaluate our progress. Over the 
past sixty-six years, through economic transitions and societal evolution, the resilience, 
enterprise, and diversity of our people have remained our greatest strength.

In Cross River State, this occasion serves as a catalyst for renewed commitment. The 
Ministry of Commerce remains resolute in its drive to build a robust local economy, foster a 
thriving business ecosystem, empower MSMEs, and create viable commercial pathways 
for our vibrant youth.

As we celebrate our national sovereignty, let us recommit to 
unity, economic growth, and sustainable progress. Together, we 
can unlock the full commercial potential of our State and build a 
prosperous future for all.
Happy 66th Independence Anniversary! Long live Cross River 
State, and long live the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

(Signed)
Dr. (Mrs.) Abigail Duke Orok

Commissioner,
Ministry of Commerce
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Cross River Marks World Rabies 
Day With Free Pet Vaccination

Special Adviser to 
the Governor on 
Livestock 
Development.

Held under the 
global theme, 
“Stronger 
Together,” the 
World Rabies Day 
campaign 
highlighted the 
importance of 
collaboration 
among 
government 

The exercise, held 
on Monday at the 
State Veterinary 
Clinic on Barracks 
Road, Calabar, was 
organised by the 
Department of 
Veterinary Services 
in the Ministry of 
Livestock, 
Aquaculture and 
Fisheries 
Development, in 
collaboration with 
the Office of the 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has marked the 
2026 World 
Rabies Day with a 
free vaccination 
exercise for dogs 
and cats in 
Calabar, as it 
stepped up public 
awareness on the 
prevention of the 
deadly but 
preventable 
disease.

By Arit Ubi
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vaccination of 
dogs and cats 
remains one of 
the most effective 
measures for 
preventing 
transmission.

“Pet owners must 
ensure their dogs 
and cats are 
vaccinated 
annually. Routine 
vaccination does 
not merely 
protect the 
animal; it 
safeguards 

endemic in Cross 
River State, 
revealing that 
Calabar had 
recently recorded 
three human 
rabies cases, all of 
which proved fatal.

Undiandeye 
described rabies as 
a preventable but 
deadly viral 
disease affecting 
humans and 
warm-blooded 
animals, stressing 
that regular 

agencies, 
veterinary 
professionals, 
healthcare 
workers and 
community 
leaders in the 
fight against 
rabies.

Addressing pet 
owners at the 
clinic, the Director 
of Veterinary 
Services, Dr. Jude 
Undiandeye, 
disclosed that 
rabies remains 
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effective rabies 
control requires 
coordinated 
action across 
sectors.

Undiandeye 
further urged 
communities to 
discourage self-
medication 
among animal-
bite victims and 
report 
unvaccinated 
animals to the 
appropriate 
authorities. He 
appealed to the 

intervention is 
critical. Once 
clinical symptoms 
of rabies manifest, 
the disease is 
almost invariably 
fatal,” he warned.

He called for 
stronger 
implementation of 
the One Health 
approach, which 
integrates human 
health, animal 
health and 
environmental 
management, 
stressing that 

families and the 
broader public,” 
he said.

The Director also 
urged residents 
who suffer animal 
bites to seek 
immediate 
medical attention, 
advising them to 
thoroughly wash 
the affected area 
with clean water 
and soap before 
proceeding to a 
health facility.

“Prompt medical 
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care.

A resident, 
Simeon John, 
described the 
exercise as timely, 
particularly in 
view of recent 
dog-bite incidents 
in the area, while 
another 
beneficiary, 
Christopher, said 
the intervention 
saved him 
significant costs 
after he brought 
eight dogs and a 
cat for 

vaccination, public 
awareness and 
coordinated action 
remained critical to 
achieving the goal.

Some pet owners 
who benefited 
from the World 
Rabies Day 
exercise 
commended the 
state government 
for making 
vaccination 
accessible and 
easing the financial 
burden associated 
with veterinary 

state government 
to sustain the 
procurement of 
vaccines and 
enforce 
compliance with 
annual pet 
vaccination 
requirements.

He reaffirmed 
Cross River’s 
commitment to 
the global target 
of eliminating 
dog-mediated 
human rabies by 
2030, noting that 
sustained 
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responsible 
animal ownership, 
routine 
vaccination and 
the need for 
immediate 
medical attention 
following animal 
bites.

had previously 
postponed because 
of financial 
constraints.

The World Rabies 
Day exercise also 
provided an 
opportunity for 
veterinary officials 
to engage pet 
owners directly on 

vaccination.

Similarly, Blessing 
Inyang, who said 
she learnt about 
the exercise 
through social 
media, expressed 
relief at being 
able to vaccinate 
her cat, a 
procedure she 
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IDEAS-TVET Project To Train 1,225 Youths
 In Cross River, Reaffirms Commitment To 
Tackling Unemployment

reaffirming its 
commitment to 
tackling 
unemployment 
through technical 
and vocational 
skills 

the Acquisition of 
Skills (IDEAS)-
TVET Project, has 
commenced the 
training of 1,225 
youths in Cross 
River State, 

he Federal TMinistry of 
Education, 

through the 
Innovation 
Development and 
Effectiveness in 

By Esther Okoi
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The National 
Project 
Coordinator, Mrs 
Blessing Ogwu, 
said the 
programme was 
designed to 
create 
opportunities, 
build human 

stakeholders 
stressing the 
importance of 
equipping young 
Nigerians with 
practical skills for 
employment, 
entrepreneurship 
and self-reliance.

development.

The training, 
which is part of 
the third cohort 
of the IDEAS-
TVET Project, was 
flagged off at 
Marian Hotel, 
Calabar, with 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

Project was 
currently training 
about 80,000 
young Nigerians 
in various skills 
across the 
country.

Ogwu, represented 
by the National 
Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer, 
Eldad Domshak 
Dalokom, said the 
IDEAS-TVET 

capital and equip 
young Nigerians 
with practical 
skills needed to 
thrive in a rapidly 
changing world.
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trainees and 
create an 
enabling 
environment for 
effective learning.

“The quality of 
the training 
delivered will 
ultimately 
determine the 
impact of the 
investment being 
made through the 
IDEAS Project,” 
he said.

Speaking on 
behalf of the 

65 per cent 
monthly 
attendance to 
qualify for the 
₦30,000 monthly 
stipend provided 
by the Federal 
Government 
through the 
Ministry of 
Education.

He also charged 
the facilitators to 
maintain high 
standards, provide 
practical and 
hands-on training, 
mentor the 

He said the 
project was 
intended to make 
skills acquisition a 
credible pathway 
to productive 
livelihoods and 
national 
development.

Dalokom urged 
the trainees to 
take the 
programme 
seriously, 
stressing that 
they must 
maintain at least 
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the project as an 
opportunity to 
make Nigerian 
youths skilled, 
self-reliant and 
employable.

They urged the 
trainees to remain 
focused and 
resilient, take 
advantage of 
technology and 
promote their 
skills to attract 
patronage.

In a vote of 
thanks, Ms 
Goodness 
Obeten, speaking 
on behalf of the 
trainees, 
appreciated the 
Federal Ministry 
of Education and 
other 
implementing 
partners for the 
programme, 
pledging that the 
beneficiaries 
would work hard 
and, in turn, pass 
their knowledge 
to others.

committed to the 
training, noting 
that skills were 
acquired through 
regular 
attendance, 
attention, asking 
questions, 
attempting difficult 
tasks, accepting 
corrections and 
continuous 
practice.

Inyang said the 
training would 
strengthen 
households and 
create 
opportunities for 
beneficiaries to 
establish 
enterprises and 
earn income after 
graduation.

Also speaking, the 
Senior Special 
Adviser, 
Administration to 
the Governor’s 
Wife, Dr Comfort 
Oko, and the 
Special Adviser, 
Programmes, 
Apostle Queen 
Eton, described 

seven Training 
Service Providers 
(TSPs) in Cross 
River State, Mrs 
Comfort Inyang 
said the 
providers, despite 
offering training 
in different fields, 
were united by a 
commitment to 
equip 
beneficiaries with 
practical skills to 
earn a living, 
serve their 
communities and 
build dignified 
livelihoods.

Inyang expressed 
appreciation to 
the Federal 
Ministry of 
Education, the 
World Bank and 
the IDEAS-TVET 
Project for 
providing the 
opportunity to 
contribute to the 
development of 
youths across the 
state.

She urged the 
trainees to be 
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and garment 
making; Fonne 
Resources, 
offering fishery 
and aquaculture; 
and Event 
Custodian Awi, 
offering catering 
and hospitality.

The seven 
providers are 
training a total of 
1,225 
beneficiaries 
under the third 
cohort of the 
programme.

practical skills 
could provide 
opportunities for 
multiple streams of 
income.

The IDEAS-TVET 
Project is a six-
month programme 
implemented by 
the Federal 
Ministry of 
Education with 
support from the 
World Bank to 
promote skills 
development, 
employment, 
entrepreneurship 
and economic 
empowerment.

In Cross River 
State, the seven 
Training Service 
Providers are 
Phezshore Global 
Okoyong and 
BUBA Girl Calabar, 
offering makeup, 
hair installation 
and gele tying; 15-
12 IBS Ukwa, 
Wattex Nigeria Ltd 
and Aresnuel 
Ehom, offering 
fashion designing 

She also appealed 
for the 
sustainability of 
the initiative to 
enable more 
youths to benefit.

In separate 
goodwill 
messages, the 
Executive 
Secretary, Calabar 
Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr 
Kenneth Asim Ita, 
and the Secretary, 
Business Owners 
Association, 
Calabar, Hon 
Asuquo Obed, 
encouraged the 
trainees to 
consider 
registering their 
businesses, 
saying there were 
future 
entrepreneurs 
and CEOs among 
them.

They noted that 
while education 
remained 
important, 
combining 
education with 
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CR-ROMA Moves to Heal Jagged 
Potholes on Calabar South Roads

Maneuvering a 
maze of jagged 
potholes, dodging 
sudden dips and 
enduring 

commute has long 
tested the patience 
of motorists, 
traders and 
commuters. 

raversing Tthe bustling 
corridors of 

Calabar South, 
the daily 

By Christiana Ushang

SECTORAL STRIDES:
ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE



Rather than 
empty promises, 
CR-ROMA has 
deployed 
engineers, field 
workers and 
state-of-the-art 
road maintenance 
equipment to the 
front lines of the 
city’s 
infrastructure 
challenges.

Backed by 
funding from the 
Cross River State 
Government, the 

into action, 
bringing renewed 
hope and heavy 
machinery to some 
of the local 
government’s most 
battered and high-
traffic arteries.

Spearheaded by 
the agency’s 
Director-General, 
Hon. Christopher 
Ntui, the 
intervention is a 
targeted strike 
against urban 
decay. 

frustrating traffic 
bottlenecks have 
been the norm. 

But a much-
needed 
transformation is 
finally underway.T

he Cross River 
State Road 
Maintenance 
Agency (CR-
ROMA) has rolled 
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economic and 
social benefits are 
profound. 

For a commercial 
hub like Calabar 
South, smooth 
roads translate 
directly into 
reduced vehicular 
wear and tear, 
shorter travel 
times and a safer 
environment for 
pedestrians and 
motorists.

Local business 
owners and 
commercial 
drivers, who have 
long borne the 
brunt of lost 

expectations while 
emphasising 
practical 
impact.“This work 
does not cover the 
entire stretch of 
the road,” Hon. 
Ntui clarified. 

“Rather, it involves 
surface patching, 
asphalt overlay 
and remediation of 
failed sections to 
eliminate potholes 
and ease traffic 
flow on that axis.”

While the initiative 
is focused on spot 
remediation rather 
than total 
reconstruction, its 

rehabilitation blitz 
focuses on 
critical, high-
stress nodes. 
Strategic 
junctions and 
corridors 
including Mayne 
Avenue by 
Atamunu, Mayne 
Avenue by Ekpo 
Abasi, the Ekpo 
Abasi Roundabout 
and the busy axis 
near New Airport 
Road have 
already been 
resuscitated.

Hon. Ntui is 
transparent about 
the scope of the 
project, managing 
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Ntui assures 
residents and 
commuters that 
the state 
government, 
through CR-
ROMA, is only 
just warming up, 
and the agency 
remains firmly 
committed to 
keeping Cross 
River’s vital road 
networks safe, 
seamless and 
motorable for 
years to come.

exhausting.As the 
rumble of 
construction 
equipment echoes 
along Mayne 
Avenue and Ekpo 
Abasi, it serves as 
a tangible 
reminder of 
proactive 
governance. For 
residents of 
Calabar South, this 
intervention is 
more than a quick 
fix of asphalt and 
gravel, it is a 
promise kept.Hon. 

productivity and 
high vehicle 
maintenance 
costs due to poor 
road conditions, 
are already 
welcoming the 
change. 
Smoother 
movement means 
goods get to 
market faster, 
customers can 
access shops with 
ease, and the 
daily grind of 
transit becomes 
less 
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Cross River Delegation Begins 
Uganda Coffee Knowledge Tour 
with Stakeholder Engagements

by the 
Commissioner for 
Agriculture and 
Irrigation 
Development, 
Hon. Johnson 
Andiambey 
Ebokpo, was 

engagements with 
high-level 
interactions 
involving key 
stakeholders in 
Uganda’s coffee 
sector.
The delegation, led 

he Cross TRiver State 
delegation 

on a coffee value 
chain knowledge 
tour of Uganda 
has commenced 
its first day of 

By Blessing Enagu 
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economic 
structures 
required to build 
a viable coffee 
sector, with 
extensive 
knowledge 
sharing and 
practical 
recommendations 
for strengthening 
Cross River 
State’s emerging 
coffee 
programme.

The engagements 
featured 
presentations on 
key aspects of the 
coffee value 

African ownership 
of agricultural 
development. He 
noted that while 
Uganda is a 
leading coffee 
exporter, it is now 
beginning its cocoa 
journey and would 
be interested in 
learning from 
Cross River’s 
experience, while 
collaborating with 
the State for 
mutual benefit.

Discussions 
focused on the 
institutional, 
technical and 

hosted by the 
Country Director 
of SASAKAWA 
Africa Association, 
Robert Ayang, at 
his office, where 
the team 
engaged selected 
stakeholders on 
the development 
and sustainability 
of the coffee 
value chain.

The session was 
opened by Amb. 
Philip Idro, 
Ugandan diplomat 
and agribusiness 
leader, who called 
for greater 
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empowering 
women coffee 
farmers, 
strengthening 
women-owned 
enterprises and 
creating 
opportunities for 
young people 
within the coffee 
value chain.

Other 
presentations and 
discussions 
covered 
institutional 
frameworks, 
research and 
extension, quality 
assurance, farmer 

shared insights on 
production 
improvement, 
input supply, 
financial services, 
value addition and 
marketing.

On women and 
youth 
participation, the 
Founder and 
Executive Director 
of Omukazi 
W’Omutima 
(OWO) Ltd, 
Consolata 
Niwagaba 
Tumwesigye, 
highlighted 
approaches to 

chain, including 
Building a Coffee 
Value Chain from 
Seedlings to 
Market, presented 
by the Executive 
Director of 
Uganda 
Development 
Forum (UDF), 
Edward Katende.

Tony Mugoya, 
CEO of the 
Uganda Coffee 
Farmers Alliance, 
the national apex 
organisation of 
smallholder 
farmer 
cooperatives, 
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value addition. 

The team also 
interacted with 
the Managing 
Director of the 
Centre, Alex 
Patrick 
Ssemanda, and 
gained firsthand 
knowledge of the 
processes 
involved in 
moving coffee 
from production 
through 

as challenges that 
continue to shape 
the sector.

For further 
practical insights, 
the delegation was 
taken on a field 
visit to the Uganda 
Coffee Export 
Centre, Bugolobi, 
where members 
observed aspects 
of coffee 
processing, quality 
management and 

organisation, 
traceability, 
market 
development and 
value addition. 
The engagements 
provided the 
Cross River team 
with insights into 
the systems and 
support structures 
that have 
contributed to the 
development of 
Uganda’s coffee 
industry, as well 
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Discussions 
covered farmer 
registration, farm 
mapping, EUDR 
compliance, 
regenerative 
agriculture, 
agroforestry, 
carbon 
measurement and 
models for carbon 
credits.

The engagement 
further provided 
an opportunity to 
examine areas of 
possible 
collaboration, 
including carbon 
credit 

presentation on 
the overview, 
regulatory and 
institutional 
framework 
governing the 
sector.
The team also held 
a session with 
Plutus Coffee 
Group, which 
exposed the 
delegation to 
practical 
approaches for 
building 
sustainable, 
traceable and 
market-ready 
coffee and cocoa 
supply chains. 

processing and 
into the market.

The delegation 
subsequently 
visited the office 
of the Assistant 
Commissioner for 
Coffee, Ministry of 
Agriculture, 
Animal Industry 
and Fisheries, 
Eunice Kabibi and 
her management 
team for further 
technical 
discussions on 
Uganda’s coffee 
sector 
development. The 
session featured a 
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focusing solely on 
the distribution of 
seedlings. The 
discussions 
highlighted the 
importance of 
clear policies and 
long-term 
planning, quality 
planting 
materials, 
research and 
extension 
support, farmer 
organisation, 
quality control, 
traceability and 
reliable farmer 

particularly in 
areas that can 
support the 
development of a 
structured and 
sustainable coffee 
value chain in the 
State.

One of the key 
lessons from the 
first day was that a 
successful coffee 
sector requires the 
development of 
the systems 
around the crop, 
rather than 

opportunities 
within the 
agricultural and 
coffee value 
chain.

Across the 
engagements, 
Ugandan 
stakeholders 
expressed 
readiness to 
strengthen 
technical 
collaboration and 
knowledge 
exchange with 
Cross River State, 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

opened up 
opportunities for 
potential 
partnerships and 
investments in 
coffee production, 
processing, value 
addition and 
market 
development, 
while also 
creating avenues 
for stronger 
private-sector 
linkages and 
collaboration 
between Uganda 
and Cross River 
State.

value addition.

For Cross River 
State, the lessons 
reinforce the 
importance of 
developing 
nursery, extension, 
quality-control and 
farmer-data 
systems alongside 
the ongoing 
expansion of 
coffee cultivation.

Speaking on the 
outcome of the 
engagements, 
Commissioner 
Ebokpo said the 
discussions had 

and farm data.

The engagements 
also underscored 
the need to 
create practical 
opportunities for 
women and 
young people 
across the coffee 
value chain, 
including nursery 
management, 
production, 
processing, 
roasting, barista 
skills, marketing 
and export, while 
strengthening 
market 
development and 
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NigeriaFIRST, C'River Unite to Boost 
Agro-Tech, Food Security Ahead of 
Nigeria–Hungary Confab

security and 
investment 
opportunities 
ahead of the 
Agro-Tech 
Nigeria–Hungary 
Investment 
Conference, 
Budapest 2026.

The partnership 
was formalised on 
Monday, 
September 29, 
2026, in Calabar 
during a high-
level courtesy 
visit by 
representatives of 
the 
NigeriaFIRST™ 
Foundation to the 
Cross River State 
Ministry of 
Science, 
Technology and 
Innovation.

At the meeting, 
the Speaker and 

have entered into 
a strategic 
partnership aimed 
at strengthening 
technology-driven 
agriculture, food 

he TNigeriaFIRS
T™ 

Foundation and 
the Cross River 
State Government 

By Orok Orok
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consideration and 
strategic 
alignment ahead 
of the Budapest 
conference.

Also speaking, 
the Chairman of 
NigeriaFIRST 

Diaspora Signature 
Blueprint for Food 
Security” to the 
Commissioner for 
Science, 
Technology and 
Innovation, Hon. 
Prof. Justin Beshel, 
for review, 

International 
President of 
NigeriaFIRST™ 
Foundation, 
Comrade Vik-
Morrow Okon Ulo, 
formally 
presented the 
“Nigeria @ 66 
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the Executive 
Governor of Cross 
River State, His 
Excellency, 
Senator Prince 
Bassey Otu, and 
pledged the 
Ministry’s 
commitment to 
building a 
productive and 
result-oriented 
partnership with 
the Foundation.

He described the 
initiative as 
timely, strategic 
and visionary, 
noting that it 
aligns with the 
administration’s 
People First 
Agenda, 
particularly its 
focus on 
agricultural 
transformation, 
innovation and 
food security.

The 
Commissioner 
also conveyed the 
solidarity of the 
Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Hon. 

economic 
prosperity.

The Commissioner 
recalled the 
successful virtual 
strategic meeting 
of September 7, 
2026, where he, 
alongside the 
Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Hon. 
Barr. Johnson 
Ebekpo Jnr., 
engaged 
international 
stakeholders 
including Dr. Peter 
Kondaricz of 
Hungary, Engr. 
Kunle Anthony 
Samuel of the 
United Kingdom, 
Prof. Onyeka 
Jaivbo-Ojigbo of 
Canada and Mr. 
Obinna Ejianya of 
Australia, among 
others, on the 
state’s readiness to 
deploy technology 
to transform the 
agricultural sector.

Prof. Beshel 
conveyed the 
warm regards of 

International 
Business Group, 
United Kingdom, 
Engr. Kunle 
Samuel Anthony, 
thanked the 
Commissioner for 
embracing the 
initiative. 

He reaffirmed his 
commitment to 
mobilising 
Nigerians in the 
Diaspora to 
partner with 
Cross River State 
in accelerating 
technology-driven 
agricultural 
development and 
investment.

Responding, 
Commissioner 
Beshel 
appreciated the 
Foundation for 
identifying Cross 
River State as a 
strategic partner 
for the initiative, 
which he noted 
focuses on food 
security, national 
peace and 
sustainable 
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describing it as a 
new chapter in 
Diaspora–Govern
ment 
collaboration for 
food security, 
agricultural 
innovation and 
investment 
development.

caps to 
Commissioner 
Beshel as symbols 
of partnership, 
honour and shared 
commitment to the 
NigeriaFIRST 
vision of national 
transformation and 
global investment 
diplomacy.

The meeting 
ended on an 
optimistic note, 
with participants 

Barr. Johnson 
Ebekpo Jnr., for 
deeper strategic 
engagement to 
advance 
agriculture and 
technology in the 
state.

A highlight of the 
engagement was 
the presentation 
of Agro-Tech 
Nigeria–Hungary 
branded polo 
shirts and face 



As the Federal Republic of Nigeria marks her 66th Independence 
Anniversary today, it is with tremendous joy, deep appreciation, 
and unfaltering allegiance that I join the government and the 

great people of our dear nation in celebrating this colossal benchmark of 
national growth. Sixty-six years as the Giant of Africa is a testament to 
our enduring strength, cultural diversity, and collective resilience 
through every season of our national journey.

On behalf of my family, the Board, Management, and the entire staff of 
the Cross River Road Maintenance Agency (CR-ROMA), I felicitate our 
visionary leader and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency, President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, GCFR, alongside the Vice President, Senator Kashim Shettima, 
GCON. We also extend our warm congratulations to the Senate 
President, Senator Godswill Akpabio, the Speaker of the Federal House 
of Representatives, Rt. Hon. Tajudeen Abbas, all Distinguished Federal 
Legislators, members of the Federal Executive Council, and patriotic 
citizens across the country who continue to lay the groundwork for a 
prosperous future.

 Here at home in our beloved paradise State, this celebration shines even 
brighter under the transformative leadership of our esteemed "People 
First" Governor, His Excellency, Senator Prince Bassey Edet Otu, and his 
beloved wife and First Lady, Her Excellency, Bishop Dr. Mrs. Eyoanwan 
Otu, dedicated Deputy, Rt. Hon. Peter Odey. Their relentless 
commitment to grassroots development, economic revitalization, and 
infrastructural renewal continues to set a stellar benchmark for public 
service.

 We equally celebrate the Honorable Speaker of the State House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. 
Elvert Eyambem, and members of the Assembly; the State Chief Judge, Justice Akon Ikpeme; 
members of the State Executive Council; and the tenacious, industrious people of Cross River 
State.

At CR-ROMA, we recognize that durable road infrastructure is the arterial network of economic 
integration, agricultural growth, and rural-urban connectivity. As we celebrate 66 years of 
nationhood, our resolve remains absolute, to support the "People First" 
agenda by ensuring our roadways remain safe, motorable, and structurally 
sound to drive commerce and mobility across Cross River State.
Let us continue to work hand in hand, building a stronger, safer, and more 
prosperous Nigeria from the grassroots up.

Congratulations Your Excellencies!
 Long Live Federal Republic of Nigeria!!
Long Live Cross River State!!!
Long Live Road Maintenance Agency!

HEARTY CHEERS 
TO NIGERIA @66

Hon. Christopher Ntui
Director General

Cross River Road Maintenance 
Agency (CR-ROMA)



Cross River Revamps FADAMA Projects 
Through NG-CARES

communities.

The Cross River 
State Government 
has stated that no 
projects will be 
abandoned. 

Through the 
Commissioner for 
Information, 
government 
reaffirmed that all 
projects funded 
with public money, 
including those 
inherited, will be 
completed.

The State is also 
reviewing the 
Cross River 
Agricultural and 
Rural 
Empowerment 
Scheme (CARES) 
to cut duplication 
and reposition it 
for greater impact.

invest first, get 
verified, and are 
then reimbursed.

NG-CARES is using 
a community-driven 
approach where 
funds are 
channelled through 
community 
development plans 
approved by the 
Cross River 
Community and 
Social Development 
Agency (CSDA).

 Projects funded 
include classroom 
blocks, health 
posts, solar 
boreholes and VIP 
toilets in 

ross River 

CState 
Government 

is reviving and 
expanding old 
FADAMA-style 
agricultural 
interventions 
through the 
Nigeria Community 
Action for 
Resilience and 
Economic Stimulus 
(NG-CARES) 
programme.

The World Bank-
supported NG-
CARES operates on 
a "P for R – 
Performance for 
Results" model, 
where states 
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66th Independence Anniversary: 
Dr. Mathias Unimke Angioha 
Felicitates President Tinubu, 
Governor Otu, Other Leaders 
And Nigerians 
By Ann Bassey 

Cross River State 
House of Assembly, 
Rt. Hon. Elvert 
Ayambem and all 
elected political office 
holders across the 
country on the 
occasion of Nigeria’s 
66th Independence 
Anniversary.

The anniversary is a 
significant milestone 
in Nigeria’s journey as 
a sovereign nation 
and an opportunity to 
reflect on the 
sacrifices, resilience 
and patriotism of the 
nation’s founding 
fathers and all 
Nigerians who have 
contributed to the 
growth and 
development of the 
country.

he Honourable 

TCommissioner 
for Industry, 

Cross River State, 
Dr. Mathias Unimke 
Angioha, felicitates 
with the President 
and Commander-in-
Chief of the Armed 
Forces of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, 
His Excellency, 
President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, 
GCFR, the Vice 
President, His 
Excellency, Senator 
Kashim Shettima, 
GCON, the Executive 
Governor of Cross 
River State, His 
Excellency, Senator 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu, the Deputy 
Governor of Cross 
River State, Rt. Hon. 
Peter Odey, PhD. 
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challenges and fulfil 
its enormous 
potential. 

Congratulates to all 
Nigerians at home 
and in the Diaspora 
and wishes the 
President, Vice 
President, Our Dear 
Governor, deputy 
Governor, able 
speaker State House 
of Assembly and 
entire people of 
Nigeria a joyous and 
memorable 66th 
Independence 
Anniversary.

May the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria 
continue to grow in 
peace, unity, 
prosperity and 
industrial strength.

Happy 66th 
Independence 
Anniversary, Nigeria!

Dr. Mathias 
Unimke Angioha
Honourable 
Commissioner for 
Industry
Cross River State.

employment 
opportunities, 
stimulate innovation, 
strengthen local value 
chains, increase 
government revenue 
and promote 
sustainable 
development. I 
therefore reiterates 
the commitment of 
the Cross River State 
Ministry of Industry to 
supporting policies 
and initiatives that will 
attract investment, 
promote local 
Industries and harness 
the abundant 
economic potential of 
the State for the 
benefit of its people.

I call on Nigerians to 
continue to uphold the 
values of unity, 
patriotism, peaceful 
coexistence, hard 
work and responsible 
citizenship which I'm 
optimistic that through 
determination, 
innovation and 
constructive 
cooperation, the 
country will continue 
to overcome its 

I commend the 
leadership at the 
national and state 
levels for their 
continued efforts 
towards 
strengthening the 
economy, promoting 
peace and security, 
improving 
infrastructure and 
creating an enabling 
environment for 
investment, 
enterprise and 
Industrial 
development 
particularly 
reaffirming the 
importance of 
sustained 
collaboration among 
the Federal 
Government, State 
Governments, the 
private sector and 
other stakeholders in 
building a productive 
and prosperous 
Nigeria.

Industrialisation 
remains central to 
Nigeria’s economic 
transformation, as a 
vibrant Industrial 
sector can create 
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Gov Otu's People-first Agenda In Cross 
River: Rural Roads, Healthcare, 
Tourism And Feedback

From a 10-
kilometre rural 
road in Bekwarra, 
to a 40-bed 
hospital in Idum-
Mbube and 
renewed efforts to 
reposition the 
Obudu Ranch 
Resort as an 
international 
tourism 

Bekwarra, Ogoja 
and Obudu Local 
Government Areas 
in the Northern 
Senatorial District 
offer a glimpse into 
efforts to make that 
transition under 
Governor Bassey 
Otu's 
administration.

here is a 

Tpoint in 
governance 

when promises 
must move beyond 
campaign rhetoric 
to take physical 
shape in the lives 
of citizens.

Recent 
developments in 

SECTORAL 
STRIDES

HEALTH 

INSURANCE

By Ukongikwen Adie Nzuanke
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of Bekwarra LGA, 
Hon. Egbung 
Odama, described 
Governor Otu as a 
promise-keeper 
and welcomed the 
intervention as a 
response to a long-
standing 
infrastructural 
need.

In Idum-Mbube, 
Ogoja Local 
Government Area, 
Deputy Governor 
Odey performed 
the 
groundbreaking for 
the 40-bed 
Oturikang Hospital, 
an initiative 
established 
through his 
personal 
intervention.

He described the 
project as more 
than a ceremonial 
groundbreaking, 
assuring residents 
that construction 
would commence 
immediately.

agenda.

According to him, 
the road will 
improve access to 
rural communities, 
facilitate the 
movement of 
agricultural produce, 
stimulate 
commerce, 
strengthen access 
to healthcare and 
education, and 
create new 
economic 
opportunities.

Odey urged the 
contractor to 
engage qualified 
local labour and 
source materials 
locally where 
practicable, while 
calling on 
community leaders 
and youths to 
support the 
contractor and 
create an 
environment 
conducive to timely 
completion.

In appreciation, the 
Executive Chairman 

destination, an 
emerging pattern 
of development 
built around 
connectivity, 
welfare, economic 
opportunity and 
investment is 
taking shape.

The flag-off of the 
10-kilometre 
Ugboro–Ukpah–Afri
ke Road in 
Bekwarra 
represents more 
than just another 
road project. For 
communities along 
the corridor, the 
road has the 
potential to 
transform their 
economic fortunes.

Representing 
Governor Otu at 
the flag-off, 
Deputy Governor 
Peter Odey 
described the 
project as another 
milestone in the 
implementation of 
the 
administration's 
People First 
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During a banquet 
in honour of 
Foreign Defence 
Advisers and 
Defence Attachés 
visiting Cross River 
State, Deputy 
Governor Odey 
used the occasion 
to articulate the 
state's tourism and 
investment 
position.

His message was 
straightforward: 
Cross River's 
natural 
endowments 
should not merely 
be admired; they 
should be 
converted into 
sustainable 
economic 
opportunities.

The 
administration's 
effort to revitalise 
and reposition the 
Obudu Ranch 
Resort as a world-
class tourism 
destination is part 
of a larger 

At the same 
ceremony, Dr. Odey, 
who is also Lekwel 
E' Mbe 1 of Mbube, 
reiterated the state 
government's 
commitment to 
ongoing 
infrastructure 
projects, including 
the Ndok-Mbube 
Road and the 
proposed extension 
towards Utugwang.

The message from 
the community was 
therefore not simply 
gratitude for one 
project, but an 
expectation that 
individual 
interventions would 
become part of a 
wider development 
corridor linking 
roads, healthcare, 
commerce and 
communities.Perhap
s nowhere is the 
administration's 
ambition for 
economic 
transformation more 
visible than in 
Obudu.

The facility is 
intended to 
provide quality, 
accessible 
healthcare to 
residents of Idum 
and neighbouring 
communities, 
reducing the 
burden of 
travelling long 
distances for 
medical attention.

 The Deputy 
Governor also 
committed ₦100 
million towards 
commencement of 
construction.

The intervention is 
significant because 
it combines public 
leadership with 
personal 
philanthropy and 
community 
development.Tradit
ional authorities in 
Idum welcomed 
the initiative, 
describing it as 
capable of making 
a direct difference 
in the lives of 
residents.
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priorities.

That convergence 
of tourism and 
international 
engagement is 
important.

For Cross River 
State, the objective 
is no longer simply 
to attract tourists 
for short visits. The 
larger ambition is 
to build a 
destination capable 
of attracting 
investment, 
partnerships and 
sustained 
economic activity.

The tourism 
conversation also 
reinforces security 
as a pillar of 
Governor Otu's 
development 
strategy.

By emphasising 
Cross River's 
peaceful 
environment 
before an 
international 
audience, the 

opportunity. 

The state was able 
to showcase its 
tourism assets while 
simultaneously 
presenting its 
security 
environment and 
investment 
potential.

The delegation's 
programme included 
a guided tour of the 
resort, cultural 
displays, a bonfire 
ceremony and 
presentation of 
souvenirs.

The Chief of 
Defence 
Intelligence, Lt. 
Gen. Emmanuel 
Parker Undiandeye, 
represented by 
Major General 
Ojogbane Adegbe, 
said the visit was 
designed to expose 
the foreign defence 
representatives to 
Nigeria's geography, 
culture, security 
environment and 
development 

economic strategy.

Tourism has the 
potential to 
generate 
employment, 
stimulate 
hospitality and 
transportation 
businesses, attract 
investment and 
increase Cross 
River's visibility 
beyond Nigeria.

Odey also linked 
tourism 
development to 
peace and security, 
presenting Cross 
River as a peaceful 
and secure 
environment 
capable of 
supporting 
investment and 
international 
engagement.

The presence of 
Foreign Defence 
Advisers and 
Defence Attachés 
at Obudu provided 
an unusual but 
important 
diplomatic 
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Otu reaffirmed that 
public feedback 
remains an 
indispensable pillar 
of good 
governance, 
describing citizens' 
participation as 
critical to building 
a responsive, 
accountable and 
people-centred 
government.

The Governor's 
position was 
conveyed by 
Deputy Governor 
Odey, who 
represented him at 
the Public 
Advocacy Summit 
themed, "The Role 
of the People in 
the People's 
Government: 
Institutionalizing 
the Feedback 
Mechanism," 
organised by the 
Special Adviser to 
the Governor on 
Content 
Development and 
Archiving.

Declaring the 

has represented 
Governor Otu at 
major projects and 
diplomatic 
engagements, but 
his interventions 
have also 
increasingly 
reflected a distinct 
emphasis on 
community 
participation, local 
content and direct 
human impact.

At Bekwarra, the 
emphasis was on 
opening up rural 
communities and 
strengthening 
economic activity.

At Idum-Mbube, it 
was healthcare and 
personal investment 
in community 
welfare.

At Obudu, the 
emphasis shifted to 
tourism, 
international 
partnerships, 
security and 
investment.

Similarly, Governor 

administration 
effectively 
presented security 
as part of the 
state's economic 
infrastructure.

That is a strategic 
shift in how 
development is 
understood. 
Security is not 
merely a law-and-
order issue; it is a 
prerequisite for 
tourism, 
agriculture, 
commerce and 
investment.

At the centre of 
several of these 
engagements is 
Deputy Governor 
Rt. Hon. Dr. Peter 
Agbe Odey, whose 
public interventions 
have increasingly 
provided a window 
into the 
administration's 
broader 
development 
philosophy.

As Deputy 
Governor, Odey 
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through isolated 
projects. 

Healthcare facilities 
require roads to 
connect the 
communities they 
serve. 

Tourism requires 
roads, security and 
hospitality 
infrastructure. 
Agriculture 
requires access 
roads to markets. 
Investment 
requires 
stability.Governor 
Otu's development 
philosophy appears 
increasingly 
anchored on a 
simple proposition: 
put people at the 
centre, build the 
infrastructure that 
connects them to 
opportunities, 
invest in their 
welfare, and create 
conditions for 
private enterprise 
and international 
partnerships to 
flourish.

placing the welfare 
of Cross Riverians at 
the heart of 
governance.

He emphasised that 
the voice of the 
people remains a 
key measure of 
purposeful 
leadership, noting 
that the 
administration 
consistently reviews 
its policies in 
response to citizens' 
feedback. 

He therefore 
encouraged political 
office holders to 
sustain regular town 
hall meetings to 
remain connected to 
the needs and 
aspirations of the 
people.

The common 
denominator in all 
these engagements 
is PEOPLE.

That consistency is 
important because 
development is 
rarely achieved 

summit open at 
the Metropolitan 
Hotel, Calabar, 
Odey said the 
People First 
administration 
recognises public 
feedback as a vital 
instrument for 
shaping policies 
and programmes, 
stressing that 
governance is most 
effective when it 
reflects the 
aspirations and 
concerns of the 
people.

He noted that 
democracy extends 
beyond the 
electoral process, 
stressing that 
continuous 
engagement 
between 
government and 
citizens fosters 
trust, 
accountability and 
inclusive 
development, while 
describing the 
People First mantra 
as a deliberate 
commitment to 

SECTORAL 
STRIDES







CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS
CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWSCROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

The Frontier Shield: How Cross River 
Is Restructuring Its Livestock Empire 
From The Borders Out

transboundary 
animal diseases. 
Today, that 
vulnerability meets 
a high-tech wall of 
biosecurity.

The Federal 
Government has 
officially 
commissioned 
Nigeria's inaugural 

dismantled.

For decades, open 
borders meant 
invisible risks: 
thousands of cattle, 
goats and sheep 
moving across 
regional boundaries 
largely unchecked, 
carrying the silent 
threat of 

t the quiet Aedge of 
Etung Local 

Government Area, 
along the lush 
corridor of Cross 
River State, a 
long-standing 
vulnerability in 
West African 
agriculture is 
finally being 
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12 international 
border animal 
holding and 
quarantine centres 
slated for 
construction across 
Nigeria's strategic 
livestock corridors, 
with upcoming 
sites earmarked 
for Adamawa, 
Borno, Yobe, 
Jigawa, Kano, 
Sokoto, Niger and 
Kebbi States.

Conceived under 
the Innovation and 
Institutional 
Systems 
Strengthening 
component of the 
World Bank-
supported L-PRES 
Project, the facility 
directly supports 
the statutory 
mandate of the 
Nigeria Agricultural 
Quarantine Service 
(NAQS).

According to Dr. 
Sanusi Abubakar, 
National 
Coordinator of the 
L-PRES Project, the 

"This facility 
demonstrates the 
Federal 
Government's 
commitment to 
transforming 
Nigeria's livestock 
industry into a 
modern, resilient, 
productive and 
globally competitive 
sector," Dr. Maiha 
emphasised.

Every head of 
livestock crossing 
through the Nfum 
corridor will now 
undergo a strict 
diagnostic protocol: 
entry reception, 
temporary 
quarantine, health 
inspection, 
documentation and 
biosecurity 
certification before 
gaining entry into 
the domestic 
market.

The Nfum facility is 
merely the 
vanguard. 

Dr. Maiha revealed 
that it is the first of 

Border Animal 
Holding and 
Quarantine Facility 
in Nfum, Ajaso 
Clan. 

Built under the 
World Bank-
assisted Livestock 
Productivity and 
Resilience Support 
(L-PRES) Project, 
the state-of-the-art 
complex marks a 
tangible milestone 
in President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu's 
Renewed Hope 
Agenda for the 
newly established 
Federal Ministry of 
Livestock 
Development.

Commissioning the 
complex, the 
Minister of 
Livestock 
Development, Dr. 
Idi Mukhtar Maiha, 
framed the Nfum 
site not merely as 
physical 
infrastructure, but 
as a structural 
turning point.
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commerce, 
creating 
sustainable, 
gender-inclusive 
livelihoods for 
livestock traders, 
women 
entrepreneurs and 
local workers.

At the operational 
helm in Cross 
River State, state-
level project 
execution and 
professional 
veterinary 
oversight are 
unified under the 
single leadership 
of Dr. Undiandeye 
Jude.

Serving 
concurrently as the 
Director of 
Veterinary Services 
in the Ministry of 
Livestock, 
Aquaculture and 
Fisheries 
Development and 
the State Project 
Coordinator for the 
L-PRES Project, Dr. 
Undiandeye 
directly bridges 

to the State 
Government, Prof. 
Anthony Owan-
Enoh, commended 
the Federal 
Government for 
locating the 
landmark project in 
Cross River and 
assured federal 
authorities of the 
state's total 
commitment to 
protecting the 
investment.

Crucial to this 
partnership is 
Governor Otu's 
People First 
Agenda, which 
places heavy 
emphasis on 
gender-responsive 
development, social 
inclusion and 
economic 
empowerment.

As Cross River 
continues to expand 
opportunities across 
all socio-economic 
sectors, the new 
facility is positioned 
to stimulate border-
community 

vision extends well 
beyond basic 
quarantine.

It involves 
geospatial tracking 
— integrating 
technology to 
provide pastoral 
advisory services 
and map herds — 
and traceability 
integration that 
generates critical 
entry data for 
rapid response to 
regional disease 
outbreaks.

Aligning with 
Governor Bassey 
Otu's People First 
Agenda, the 
strategic siting of 
the facility in Cross 
River State 
underscores the 
powerful alignment 
between federal 
priorities and the 
state government's 
vision.

Representing the 
Governor, Senator 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu, the Secretary 
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initial three-
hectare land 
donation, urged 
the inclusion of 
local host-
community youths 
and women in 
operational staffing 
to promote 
genuine 
community 
ownership.

As regional 
commerce under 
the African 
Continental Free 
Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) 
accelerates, the 
Nfum facility 
establishes a clear 
standard: Nigeria 
is securing its 
borders, protecting 
its food systems 
and building an 
inclusive, modern 
livestock supply 
chain ready for the 
global stage.

leap forward, 
operational leaders 
are already focused 
on scaling the site 
to maximum 
capacity.

Speaking on behalf 
of the Comptroller-
General of NAQS, 
Dr. Vincent Isegbe, 
Assistant 
Comptroller-General 
Dr. Tekla 
Ekechukwu 
highlighted key 
expansion 
requirements, 
including full 
perimeter fencing, 
enhanced grid 
integration and 
sustained supplies 
of specialised 
veterinary 
chemicals.

Echoing these 
points, the 
Executive Chairman 
of Etung LGA and 
the Paramount 
Ruler of Etung, His 
Royal Majesty 
Ambassador 
Anthony Ntui Etta, 
who facilitated the 

local World Bank 
project 
implementation 
with state 
veterinary 
biosecurity.

Dr. Undiandeye 
identified 
transboundary 
animal diseases as 
one of the most 
persistent threats 
confronting 
Nigeria's livestock 
sector. 

Leveraging his 
dual mandate, he 
outlined key 
strategies to 
ensure long-term 
operational impact, 
including directing 
both state L-PRES 
implementation 
and veterinary 
regulatory checks 
to ensure seamless 
disease interdiction 
and border 
biosecurity.

While the 
commissioning 
marks an 
unprecedented 
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C'River Moves to Enforce WASH 
Regulations, Warns Illegal Borehole
Operators

water supply 
services across the 
State,
 warning Borehole 
Service Providers 
and other 
Stakeholders to 
comply with 
established 
standards or face 
sanctions.

and enforcement of 
Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene 
(WASH) regulations 
governing 
groundwater 
development and 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has announced the 
commencement of 
strict 
implementation  

By Benedict Okache 
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groundwater 
resources, and the 
overall welfare of 
citizens.

He noted that 
while access to 
safe and clean 
water remains a 
fundamental right, 
such access can 
only be 
guaranteed when 
water 
infrastructure is 
developed and 
managed in line 
with approved 
regulatory 
requirements.

"The era of 
operating without 
accountability in 
the water sector is 
over," Osogi 
declared, adding 
that the Ministry of 
Water Resources, 
working with 
relevant 
Regulatory 
Agencies and 
Stakeholders, 
would intensify 
monitoring, 
inspections, 

operators, and 
widespread 
violations of 
technical standards 
in the water sector.

According to the 
Commissioner, the 
proliferation of 
poorly regulated 
borehole projects 
poses significant 
threats to public 
health, 
environmental 
sustainability, 

The directive was 
contained in Press 
Statement issued 
by the 
Commissioner for 
Water Resources, 
Obol Moses Osogi, 
who said the 
government was 
concerned about 
the increasing rate 
of indiscriminate 
borehole drilling, 
the activities of 
unregistered 
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procedures, and 
conduct 
compulsory water 
quality testing 
before any 
borehole is 
commissioned for 
public use.

In addition, 
Service Providers 
roviders must 
maintain and 
submit drilling 
logs, pumping test 
records, 
completion 
reports, and other 
technical 
documentation 
required by the 
government,stressi
ng
 further that the 
importance of 
environmental 
protection, 
directing operators 
to adopt 
environmentally 
responsible drilling 
practices and 
ensure the safe 
disposal of drilling 
waste to prevent 
groundwater 
contamination and 

Regulatory 
Authority within the 
Ministry.

As part of efforts to 
ensure quality and 
safety, the Ministry 
mandated that all 
proposed boreholes 
projects must 
undergo 

geophysical and 
geological 
investigations 
before drilling. 
Operators are also 
required to comply 
with approved 
drilling methods, 
utilise standard 
materials, follow 
proper well casing 
and grouting 

compliance 
verification, and 
enforcement 
activities across 
the State.

Under the new 
enforcement 
guidelines, all 
Borehole Drilling 
rilling Companies, 
Consultants, 
Developers, 
Institutions, and 
Water Service 
Providers are 
required to obtain 
registration and 
licensing from the 
Ministry of Water 
Resources before 
engaging in any 
drilling, 
rehabilitation, 
water installation, 
or related services.

The government 
also directed that 
no borehole 
project should 
commence without 
obtaining the 
necessary permit 
or authorisation 
from the 
designated 
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Reaffirming the 
State's 
commitment to 
national WASH 
objectives and the 
United Nations 
Sustainable 
Development Goal 
Six on clean water 
and sanitation, 
Obol Osogi said 
meaningful 
progress would 
only be achieved 
through collective 
responsibility, strict 
compliance, and 
effective 
enforcement.

He warned 
Borehole operators 
to henceforth be 
properly guided, 
adding that 
compliance with 
WASH regulations 
is now mandatory.

"Safe water is not 
negotiable. Public 
health is not 
optional. 
Compliance is 
mandatory," the 
Commissioner 
said.

organisations found 
drilling boreholes 
without 
authorisation, 
operating without 
registration, 
breaching technical 
standards, 
wefalsifying records, 
or endangering 
public water safety 
would face 
penalties, including 
fines, closure of 
operations, and 
prosecution where 
necessary.

The Water 
Resources 
Commissioner 
explained that the 
enforcement 
exercise is not 
designed to hinder 
legitimate 
businesses but 
rather to sanitise 
the sector, enhance 
professionalism, 
protect consumers, 
preserve 
groundwater 
resources, and 
guarantee access to 
safe drinking water.

damage to 
surrounding 
ecosystems.

The Government in 
the 
Statement,equally 
appealed to 
residents, schools, 
hospitals, hotels, 
industries, estate 
developers, and 
community 
organisations to 
patronise only 
licensed and 
approved Borehole 
Contractors. 
Citizens were also 
encouraged to 
request evidence 
of registration, 
permits, and water 
quality certification 
before engaging 
any service 
provider.

Obol Osogi warned 
that enforcement 
teams would be 
deployed 
throughout the 
State to identify 
and prosecute 
violators,noting 
that individuals or 
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Life After Retirement: Governor Otu's 
Administration Promotes Retiree 
Entrepreneurship Development Initiative

retirees through 
the Retiree 
Entrepreneurship 
Development 
Initiative.

Edet Otu, has 
continued to 
promote policies 
and programmes 
aimed at improving 
the welfare of 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government

, under the 
leadership of 
Governor Bassey 

By Innocent Ashiwhobel
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dependence and 
enable them to 
remain active 
contributors to 
the state’s 
economy.

The initiative also 
places emphasis 
on 
entrepreneurship 
training, 
mentorship, 
financial literacy 
and access to 
opportunities that 
can help 
beneficiaries 
establish and 
manage small 
businesses 
successfully.

For many civil 
servants, 
retirement comes 
with a major 
transition from a 
regular salary 
structure to a 
different financial 
reality. 

The Retiree 
Entrepreneurship 
Development 
Initiative 

skills, develop 
business ideas and 
explore 
opportunities in 
areas such as 
agriculture, agro-
processing, small-
scale 
manufacturing, 
trading, services 
and other sectors 

with potential for 
sustainable 
income.

The Governor Otu-
led administration 
believes that 
empowering 
retirees will not 
only improve their 
quality of life but 
also reduce 
financial 

The initiative is 
designed to 
prepare retired 
civil servants for a 
productive and 
sustainable life 
after active 
service.

It recognises that 
retirement should 
not mark the end 
of a person's 
productive 
contribution to 
society. 

Rather, it can be 
an opportunity for 
retirees to 
convert their 
years of 
experience, skills 
and knowledge 
into viable 
businesses and 
other income-
generating 
ventures.

Through the 
programme, 
retirees are 
encouraged and 
supported to 
acquire 
entrepreneurial 
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Retiree 
Entrepreneurship 
Development 
Initiative 
represents a shift 
in the perception 
of retirement — 
from a period of 
inactivity to an 
opportunity for 
reinvention, 
enterprise and 
continued service 
to society.

For Cross River 
retirees, the 
message is clear: 
retirement is not 
the end of the 
journey; it is the 
beginning of a 
new chapter of 
possibilities.

development, as 
retirees who 
establish 
successful 
businesses can 
employ other 
members of their 
communities.

The Otu 
administration's 
approach reflects 
its broader 
commitment to 
inclusive 
development, 
human capital 
development and 
policies that place 
people at the 
centre of 
governance.

With appropriate 
training, 
mentorship and 
support, retirees 
can continue to 
contribute 
meaningfully to 
society while 
securing additional 
sources of income 
for themselves and 
their families.

Ultimately, the 

therefore seeks to 
make this 
transition less 
difficult by 
equipping retirees 
with practical 
tools for life 
beyond 
government 
employment.

Beyond financial 
empowerment, 
the programme 
promotes dignity 
and self-reliance 
among retirees. 

It encourages 
beneficiaries to 
see retirement 
not as an end, 
but as the 
beginning of 
another phase 
where experience 
can be 
transformed into 
productive 
ventures.

The initiative is 
also expected to 
contribute to 
employment 
creation and local 
economic 
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Repositioning the Public and Civil Service: 
The Otu Administration's Transformation 
Agenda through the Ministry of Establishments, 
Training and Pensions

of His Excellency, 
Senator Prince 
Bassey Edet 
Otu.Since 2023, 
the Ministry, under 
the leadership of 
the Commissioner, 
Hon. Mrs 
Lawrencia E Ita, 
has pursued 
reforms focused 
on strengthening 
workforce 
administration, 
improving 
pensions 
management, 
developing human 
capital, 
modernising 
records and 
establishment 
processes, and 
promoting 
professionalism 
across the 
service.One of the 
Ministry's major 
achievements is 
the operational 

strategic pillar in 
the transformation 
of the Cross River 
State Public and 
Civil Service under 
the administration 

he Ministry Tof 
Establishmen

ts, Training and 
Pensions has 
remained a 

By Otu Orlando
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Ministry has 
sustained various 
capacity-building 
initiatives for 
officers across the 
state.Orientation 
and induction 
programmes have 
been organised for 

newly recruited 
officers across the 
state's 18 local 
government areas, 
equipping them 
with knowledge of 
public and civil 
service rules, 
ethics, 
responsibilities, 
and expected 
standards of 

establishment 
records and its 
information and 
communication 
technology 
infrastructure, with 
the aim of reducing 
bureaucratic 
bottlenecks, 
improving personnel 

documentation, and 
making public and 
civil administration 
faster and more 
efficient.Recognisin
g that an efficient 
public and civil 
service depends 
largely on the 
quality and 
competence of its 
workforce, the 

take-over of a 
modern database 
centre. The 
initiative 
represents a 
significant step 
towards digital 
governance, 
delivering 

improved data 
management, 
better 
coordination, and 
more efficient 
processing of 
establishment and 
pension 
records.The 
Ministry is also 
advancing the 
computerisation of 
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districts, with 
centres in Calabar, 
Ikom, and Ogoja, 
giving officers the 
opportunity to 
demonstrate 
knowledge of 
relevant laws, and 
of management, 
personnel, 
financial, and 
security matters. 
The initiative 
reinforces 
professionalism, 
competence, and 
continuous 
development 
within the public 
and civil 
service.The 
Ministry has 
equally continued 
to strengthen 
institutional 
governance 
through 
administrative 
reforms, the 
implementation 
and review of 
schemes of 
service, personnel 
documentation, 
and the 
standardisation of 
public and civil 

official 
records.Pensions 
administration 
remains a critical 
responsibility of the 
Ministry, which has 
instituted reforms 
aimed at improving 
the management 
and digitalisation of 
pension records and 
personnel data. 
These efforts are 
geared towards 
making pensions 
administration more 
organised, 
transparent, and 
efficient, while 
strengthening the 
integrity of pension 
documentation and 
reducing avoidable 
delays.Another 
significant initiative 
is the conduct of 
the Annual 
Compulsory 
Examination for 
Administrative and 
Professional Officers 
in the Cross River 
State Public and 
Civil Service. The 
examination is 
conducted across 
the three senatorial 

conduct. The 
Ministry has also 
conducted training 
programmes and 
workshops 
designed to 
strengthen 
professionalism, 
institutional 
efficiency, and 
service delivery.In 
its effort to 
improve 
documentation 
and administrative 
efficiency, the 
Ministry organised 
a two-day 
workshop on 
effective registry 
and records 
management for 
staff of ministries, 
departments, and 
agencies across 
the state. The 
programme was 
aimed at 
strengthening the 
documentation 
culture, improving 
file security and 
retrieval, 
promoting 
accountability, and 
ensuring efficient 
management of 
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excellence in 
service 
delivery.The 
journey continues, 
with a clear vision 
of a modern public 
and civil service 
built on 
competence, 
technology, 
integrity, and 
service to the 
people.

service — one 
capable of 
responding 
effectively to the 
needs of 
government and the 
people of Cross 
River State.The 
achievements of the 
Ministry of 
Establishments, 
Training and 
Pensions reflect a 
deliberate 
commitment to 
public and civil 
service renewal 
under the People 
First Agenda of 
Governor Bassey 
Otu. From digital 
governance and 
workforce 
orientation to 
institutional reform, 
training, records 
management, and 
pension 
administration, the 
Ministry is steadily 
repositioning the 
Cross River State 
Public and Civil 
Service for greater 
efficiency, 
professionalism, 
accountability, and 

service operations. 
The provision of 
ICT tools, office 
furniture, and 
modern file-
management 
equipment has 
further enhanced 
the working 
environment and 
supported more 
effective service 
delivery.Going 
forward, the 
Ministry remains 
committed to 
deepening digital 
transformation, 
sustaining 
manpower 
development 
programmes, 
improving pension 
administration, 
strengthening 
records 
management, and 
promoting 
continuous 
professional 
development. Its 
goal is to build a 
more efficient, 
professional, 
digitally driven, 
and accountable 
public and civil 

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS
CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

SECTORAL STRIDES:

PUBLIC SERVICE
CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWSCROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026



Effective Public Relations Strategies 
for Sustainable Development

digital footprint is 
frequently its first 
enduring point of 
contact. 

A meticulously 
designed website, 
active social 
media profiles, 
and consistent, 
relevant content 
creation serve as 
the pillars of 
credibility in the 
modern age.

However, when it 
comes to the 
monumental 
challenge of 
sustainable 
development, the 
stakes are higher 
still. 

Turning high-level 
environmental 
and social goals 
into real, 
grassroots 
community action 
requires a 

shaping public 
perception, 
fostering enduring 
relationships, and 
navigating an 
increasingly 
complex digital 
landscape.

For modern 
enterprises and 
institutions, PR is 
far more than 
simply managing 
media relations or 
crafting compelling 
press releases. 

It encapsulates a 
holistic approach 
to building trust 
with diverse 
stakeholders, from 
customers and 
employees to 
investors and the 
general public. As 
our world functions 
more like a hyper-
connected global 
village, an 
organization’s 

n an era Idefined by 
rapid 

technological 
advancement and 
digital 
transformation, 
effective 
communication 
has become the 
ultimate lifeblood 
of organizational 
success. 

Public relations 
(PR) now stands 
firmly at the 
forefront, playing 
a pivotal role in 

By Joe Ashibekong
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bodies, and local 
communities, 
organizations can 
cultivate mutual 
accountability. 
Creating 
structured 
feedback loops 
where 
stakeholders can 
freely voice 
concerns, ask 
critical questions, 
and co-create 
local sustainability 
solutions ensures 
that initiatives are 
truly collaborative 
rather than top-
down mandates.

Macro-level 
frameworks, such 
as the United 
Nations 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals (SDGs), can 
often feel abstract 
to the everyday 
citizen. Effective 
PR bridges this 
gap through 
human-centered, 
culturally 
grounded 
storytelling.

metrics, 
acknowledge 
ongoing 
operational 
challenges, and 
clearly outline 
future reduction 
targets. 

This commitment 
to honesty forms 
the bedrock of 
long-term 
reputation 
management.

Moving Toward 
Two-Way 
DialogueTraditional 
PR often relied on 
simple message 
broadcasting,a 
one-way street of 
information 
delivery. 
Sustainable 
development, 
however, requires 
a two-way 
symmetrical 
communication 
model.

By fostering open 
dialogue between 
corporations, 
government 

fundamental shift 
in how 
organizations 
communicate.

Championing 
Transparency 
Over 
"Greenwashing"At 
the heart of any 
credible 
sustainability 
initiative lies 
absolute 
transparency. 

In a marketplace 
saturated with 
eco-friendly 
buzzwords, 
organizations 
must actively 
avoid 
greenwashing by 
backing every 
claim with 
rigorous, 
verifiable data.

Building genuine 
public trust 
demands clarity. 
Organizations 
must openly 
communicate 
their current 
performance 
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In the 
unpredictable 
environment of 
modern business, 
no organization is 
entirely immune 
to crises. 

However, 
reputational 
damage is rarely 
determined by 
the crisis itself, 
but rather by how 
an organization 
responds. 

Proactive crisis 
management—ide
ntifying potential 
risks in advance, 
running response 
simulations, and 
maintaining swift, 
transparent 
communication—i
s essential to 
preserving public 
trust during 
turbulent times.

Complementing 
risk management 
is the strategic 
deployment of 
Corporate Social 
Responsibility 

Organizations must 
train and empower 
their employees to 
become authentic 
brand 
ambassadors by 
keeping them 
actively involved in 
internal 
sustainability 
initiatives.

Externally, true 
impact is achieved 
through deep local 
partnerships. 
Collaborating 
closely with 
grassroots groups, 
non-governmental 
organizations 
(NGOs), and 
community leaders 
ensures that 
projects fit local 
cultural contexts, 
fostering a genuine 
sense of ownership 
within the 
community.

Proactive Crisis 
Management and 
Corporate 
Responsibility

By replacing 
heavy scientific 
jargon with 
simple, accessible 
language and 
engaging visuals, 
communicators 
can connect 
global goals to 
daily concerns. 
When 
sustainability 
initiatives directly 
address local 
health, job 
creation, and 
community 
growth in regional 
languages, 
complex global 
ideas become 
digestible and 
deeply personal.

Internal Advocacy 
and Grassroots 
Partnerships

Sustainable 
development 
cannot succeed in 
a vacuum; it 
requires internal 
alignment and 
external 
collaboration. 
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relations serves 
as the bridge 
between 
corporate 
intention and 
meaningful 
societal impact.

What steps is 
your organization 
taking to ensure 
its sustainability 
messaging 
translates into 
real, measurable 
community 
impact?

operational DNA, 
businesses not 
only enhance their 
brand image but 
also build lasting 
consumer loyalty in 
an increasingly 
crowded and 
conscious 
marketplace.

Ultimately, as 
sustainable 
development 
becomes the 
definitive challenge 
of our time, public 

(CSR). 

Being a 
responsible 
corporate citizen 
is both a moral 
imperative and a 
powerful PR 
asset. By 
embedding yearly 
community 
projects, 
charitable 
initiatives, and 
environmental 
preservation 
efforts into their 
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The Economic Implications of Electric 
Vehicle Policy and State Development: 
Otu's Pioneering and Enterprising Spirit

fundamental 
challenges that 
had long served 
as indices of a 
retrogressive 
economy in the 
state. 

These include the 
restoration of the 
state's status as 
an oil-producing 
state, the return 
of the premium 
Tinapa Resort, 
the Calabar Deep 
Seaport project, 
and the supply of 
electric vehicles 
to Permanent 
Secretaries under 
a pilot scheme to 
encourage a 
green economy.

Others include a 
revolution in the 
agricultural 
sector; the 
upgrading and 
construction of 

poverty among 
residents of the 
state.

It is remarkable to 
reflect on the 
positive results of 
these policies, 
which carry both 
short- and long-
term impacts on 
the people and the 
environment, while 
demonstrating the 
Governor's deep 
understanding of 
the challenges 
facing Cross 
Riverians and 
residents of the 
state.

Within the forty-
four months of the 
Governor's 
stewardship, 
numerous policies 
have been 
formulated and 
implemented to 
address 

ince the 

Sinception of 
the 

administration of 
His Excellency, 
Senator Prince 
Bassey Edet Otu, 
as Governor of 
Cross River State, 
policies have 
been consciously 
crafted to reflect 
the Governor's 
"People First" 
mantra and to 
demonstrate the 
sincerity of his 
intent to reduce 
multidimensional 

By Iloke Egbe
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gender or age.

A closer 
examination of 
the electric 
vehicle subsector 
shows its 
potential to 
deliver cost 
savings, spur new 
industries, and 
support cleaner 
economic growth.

The adoption of 
electric vehicles 
can reduce 
dependence on 
imported petrol 
and diesel, 
enabling both 
government and 
individuals to 
spend less on fuel 
— freeing up 
funds for 
redirection into 
other productive 
sectors of the 
economy.

The rise of 
electric vehicles 
can create jobs in 
areas such as 
vehicle assembly, 
battery-charging 

present 
administration.

The Governor 
deserves 
commendation for 
the visionary 
leadership, 
foresight, and bold 
steps he has taken 
to change the 
narrative of the 
state — evident in 
the return of peace 
and the creation of 
a business 
environment that 
promotes stability 
and economic 
growth, to the 
mutual benefit of 
government and 
the governed.

The benefits of 
adopting electric 
vehicles as a pillar 
of economic 
growth extend well 
beyond 
expectation, and 
the sector alone 
holds real potential 
to expand 
economic inclusion 
for young people, 
regardless of 

health facilities 
across the state's 
196 political 
wards; the 
establishment of 
the University of 
Education and 
Entrepreneurship; 
and the revival of 
the state's air 
fleet to support 
and reposition the 
tourism subsector, 
among others. 

These initiatives 
are aimed at re-
establishing the 
state's mission as 
the "People's 
Paradise."Among 
the many policies 
and programmes 
implemented by 
the 
administration, 
one aspect 
deserves closer 
analysis for its 
wide-ranging 
benefits to 
government and 
individuals alike: 
the electric 
vehicle policy 
promoted by the 
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win policy for 
government and 
citizens alike.

In interviews, 
several 
Permanent 
Secretaries 
reflected on their 
experience with 
the vehicles. Mr 
Kingsley Ndem 
Eyibio, Permanent 
Secretary, State 
Planning 
Commission, said 
mobility is central 
to his ability to 
deliver public 
services and 
support 
government 
activities, and 
that the electric 
vehicle has 
enhanced both 
his mobility and 
his effectiveness. 

He noted that the 
vehicle lends 
credibility to 
government 
during official 
functions and 
demonstrates the 
Governor's 

registration, 
carbon credits, 
charging-station 
licences, and 
related taxes and 
fees.

The sector further 
stimulates growth 
in the energy 
sector by driving 
demand for stable 
electricity and 
renewable energy, 
while delivering 
meaningful social 
and environmental 
benefits — 
reduced air 
pollution, lower 
healthcare costs 
associated with 
respiratory illness, 
and reduced noise 
pollution  making 
cities quieter and 
contributing to 
broader climate 
goals.

Taken together, 
these benefits 
diversify the 
economy, create 
opportunities, and 
encourage broader 
participation a win-

infrastructure, 
maintenance, 
software 
development, and 
solar power 
development.

A state with well-
developed electric 
vehicle 
infrastructure 
stands to attract 
automobile 
companies, 
technology firms, 
renewable-energy 
investors, and 
related 
businesses.

Further benefits 
of the policy 
include reduced 
government 
spending: when 
official fleets run 
on electric 
vehicles, 
recurrent 
expenditure on 
fuel declines. 

The state can 
also generate 
new revenue 
streams through 
electric vehicle 
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He commended 
the Governor for 
an innovation that 
has helped 
Permanent 
Secretaries save 
on fuel costs, and 
noted that the 
vehicle's 
suspension is 
comparable to 
that of a Toyota 
Corolla. 

He expressed 
confidence that 
the Governor 
would, in due 
course, facilitate 
the establishment 
of charging and 
maintenance 
stations across 
the state, adding 
that with proper 
care, the vehicles 
could serve for 
many years 
without major 
issues. 

Mr Esu further 
observed that the 
initiative had 
restored the 
dignity and 

technology. It has 
made life very 
easy. 

Just help me thank 
the Governor," she 
said, adding a call 
for greater private-
sector participation 
in what she 
described as one 
of the 
administration's 
positive 
innovations.

The Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry 
of Establishments, 
Training and 
Pensions, Mr 
Donatus Ejemot 
Esu, also thanked 
the Governor, 
describing the 
vehicle as 
excellent. He noted 
that it has no 
conventional 
engine, does not 
run on petrol, and 
requires minimal 
maintenance 
lasting up to five 
days on a full 
charge with its two 
batteries. 

commitment to 
improving the 
welfare of 
Permanent 
Secretaries. 

He thanked the 
Governor and 
urged the 
administration to 
consider 
establishing 
dedicated 
maintenance and 
servicing centres, 
noting that 
electric vehicle 
technology 
requires 
specialised 
upkeep.

The State 
Statistician-
General, Mrs 
Akedoh Okoi 
Edet, said she 
had experienced 
no issues with the 
vehicle, 
describing the 
technology as 
smooth and 
efficient. "If I 
have my way, 
Nigerians should 
key into this 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

gradual expansion 
of the electric 
vehicle 
programme's 
coverage and 
beneficiaries, as 
Cross River State 
positions itself as 
a leading state in 
the South-South 
region in this 
emerging area of 
transportation 
and economic 
development.

for placing the 
growth and 
development of 
Cross River State 
at the top of his 
agenda. 

This appreciation 
extends equally to 
the members of 
the State Executive 
Council, whose 
continued unity 
and commitment 
remain vital to the 
state's progress.At 
the same time, 
there is a clear 
case for the 

prestige of 
Permanent 
Secretaries, 
removing the 
stigma once 
associated with 
their mobility 
challenges.

It is fitting, once 
again, to 
commend the 
pioneering and 
enterprising spirit 
of the visionary 
Governor, His 
Excellency, 
Senator Prince 
Bassey Edet Otu, 
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The Mensah Push: A New Blueprint 
For Environmental Renewal

state in Nigeria, a 
reputation it once 
proudly held.

Tasked with 
realising the 
Ministry's vision of 
becoming Nigeria's 
reference point in 
environmental 
standards and 

inherited a portfolio 
sitting at the 
intersection of 
public health, urban 
development, 
climate vulnerability, 
and sanitation — 
one central to the 
state's ambition of 
reclaiming its status 
as the cleanest 

hen Barr WBassey 
Offiong 

Mensah assumed 
responsibility for 
the Cross River 
State Ministry of 
Environment 
following the July 
2026 cabinet 
reshuffle, he 

By Sylvia Okoi
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behaviour. He has 
challenged Cross 
Riverians to take 
personal 
responsibility for 
their surroundings, 
insisting that 
environmental 
cleanliness must 
extend beyond the 
monthly sanitation 
day, and has 
consistently called 
on residents to 
end indiscriminate 
refuse dumping 
and maintain clean 
surroundings.

That philosophy 
also underpins the 
Ministry's plans to 
strengthen 
enforcement 
around major 
markets, including 
the proposed 
deployment of 
mobile courts to 
address persistent 
environmental 
violations.

Perhaps the most 
visible dimension 
of Mensah's 
approach has been 

responsibility.

The Commissioner's 
activities to date 
reveal a philosophy 
built around 
cleanliness, 
enforcement, 
prevention, public 
engagement, and 
partnership 
Environmental 
sanitation has been 
one of Mensah's 
earliest and most 
visible priorities. 

At the August 2026 
statewide sanitation 
exercise, he 
personally inspected 
compliance and 
expressed concern 
over residents who 
continued trading 
and playing football 
during the restricted 
hours of 7:00 a.m. 
to 10:00 a.m.

For Mensah, 
sanitation cannot 
remain an 
occasional 
government 
exercise — it must 
become part of 
residents' everyday 

practice, 
promoting public 
health and socio-
economic 
development 
through 
sustainable 
initiatives aimed at 
a circular economy 
— Mensah is 
taking the 
campaign for a 
cleaner, safer, and 
greener Cross 
River beyond 
rhetoric.

Though the 
assignment 
appeared 
daunting, the new 
Commissioner has, 
within a relatively 
short period, 
established a 
pattern of 
intervention that 
suggests an 
administration 
determined to 
move 
environmental 
management from 
periodic 
enforcement to a 
sustained culture 
of environmental 
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appropriated at 
will — an 
important 
dimension of the 
drive to restore 
order while 
preserving 
Calabar's urban 
character.

Addressing 
flooding before the 
rains turn 
disastrous has 
been a pivotal 
focus of the 
Ministry's work 
under Mensah. 

Cross River has 
been significantly 
affected by 
flooding, erosion, 
and landslides, 
prompting the 
Commissioner to 
conduct an on-the-
spot inspection of 
environmentally 
vulnerable 
locations across 
Calabar Metropolis 
and Akpabuyo 
Local Government 
Area — including 
the landslide-prone 
Anansa area, the 

pedestrian safety, 
traffic congestion, 
and accessibility 
challenges for 
wheelchair users 
and others with 
mobility aids.

The exercise 
extended to 
government-
reserved green 
areas as well. 

At the Margaret 
Ekpo International 
Airport Field and 
the open space 
behind the airport 
along IBB Way, the 
Commissioner 
moved to reclaim 
land being used for 
football, food 
vending, refuse 
dumping, and 
burning, activities 
damaging the 
reserves' intended 
purpose. 

The government's 
position, Mensah 
stated, is that green 
areas are public 
environmental 
assets, not vacant 
land to be 

the renewed effort 
to reclaim spaces 
gradually taken 
over by informal 
activity. 

The Commissioner 
led a major clean-
up operation 
around Atimbo 
Roundabout, the 
Airport Field, 
IBB/Edim 
Otop/CUDA 
Junction, Etta 
Agbor 
Roundabout, and 
Rabana Junction, 
directing traders 
operating from 
tables, kiosks, POS 
stands, and 
makeshift 
structures on 
pedestrian 
walkways to 
relocate to 
designated 
markets.

The intervention 
was not framed 
merely as an 
aesthetic exercise: 
Mensah linked the 
obstruction of 
walkways to 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

desilting 
operations in 
Ettagbor, Watt 
Market, and Eight 
Miles, with further 
intervention sites 
under 
identification.

Mensah has 
recognised that 
government 
cannot shoulder 
the environmental 
burden alone. 

During a meeting 
with Flour Mills of 
Nigeria Plc, he 
identified areas 
where private-
sector 
organisations 
could support 
environmental 
sustainability 
through their 
corporate social 
responsibility 
programmes — 
part of a broader 
effort to bring CSR 
into environmental 
management.

Another key 
component of the 

drainage is more 
than an 
infrastructure 
concern — it is a 
matter of 
environmental and 
public safety. 

Mensah has placed 
strong emphasis on 
desilting drainage 
channels, with the 
Ministry ensuring 
that debris 
generated during 
operations is 
properly evacuated 
rather than left to 
return to the drains.

 The Commissioner 
has warned that 
desilting without 
prompt evacuation 
would defeat the 
purpose of the 
exercise.

This approach is 
especially relevant 
as parts of Calabar 
continue to 
experience flooding 
linked to heavily 
silted drains. 

The Ministry has 
carried out major 

drainage project at 
WAPI Junction, 
and the gully 
erosion site at Ikot 
Offiong Mbiang in 
Akpabuyo.

The visit reflected 
an important shift 
from reactive 
disaster response 
towards identifying 
vulnerable areas 
and pursuing 
preventive 
measures. 

The Ministry's 
collaboration with 
technical experts 
and the Nigeria 
Erosion and 
Watershed 
Management 
Project (NEWMAP) 
is particularly 
significant given 
the scale and 
technical 
complexity of the 
erosion and 
landslide 
challenges facing 
parts of the state.

For a city with 
intense rainfall, 
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dedication, and 
selfless service, 
while emphasising 
that enforcement 
must remain within 
the bounds of 
responsibility and 
due process.

Mensah has also 
engaged directly 
with communities 
affected by 
environmental 
challenges. 

When 
representatives of 
Obutong 
Community raised 
concerns over 
worsening erosion 
and landslides 
threatening 
homes, roads, and 
livelihoods, the 
Commissioner 
assured them of 
government 
intervention and 
stressed the need 
for professional, 
sustainable 
solutions. 

He also 
encouraged 

nuisance that 
obstructs traffic and 
contributes to urban 
deterioration, 
calling for urgent 
intervention to clear 
the roads. 

The move 
represents an effort 
to restore the 
distinction between 
commercial spaces, 
residential areas, 
traffic corridors, and 
environmental 
reserves.

Mensah's agenda 
has also taken 
institutional shape 
with the 
inauguration of a 
Special 
Environmental Task 
Force, mandated to 
enforce 
environmental laws 
and address 
indiscriminate waste 
disposal, illegal 
structures, street 
trading, and other 
violations. At its 
inauguration, the 
Commissioner 
charged members 
to act with integrity, 

emerging 
environmental 
agenda is the 
regulation of 
activities that have 
spilled onto public 
roads and 
pedestrian spaces.

The Commissioner 
has directed 
roadside traders 
around Watt 
Market and the 
Mobil/MCC axis to 
relocate, with the 
Fruit Arcade in Ikot 
Ishie proposed as 
an alternative site. 

Similarly, 
mechanics 
operating without 
designated 
workshops along 
Bedwell, Kings, 
White House, and 
Victor Akan Streets 
in Calabar South 
have been directed 
to vacate the 
areas.

Mensah described 
roadside mechanic 
activity as an 
environmental 
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streets remain 
clean after 
sanitation 
exercises, drains 
stay free of refuse, 
green spaces are 
protected, flooding 
is reduced, and 
citizens come to 
see environmental 
responsibility as a 
shared civic duty.

Barr Bassey 
Offiong Mensah 
continues to match 
words with action, 
with a promise to 
sustain the 
momentum. 

With the right 
institutional 
support, 
strengthened 
infrastructure 
through 
partnerships, and 
responsible 
citizenship, the 
campaign to 
reclaim Cross 
River's clean and 
green identity 
could become a 
lasting culture.

assuming office has 
been consistent: to 
return Cross River 
to the standard of 
cleanliness for 
which it was once 
known.

The early months of 
his tenure show a 
Commissioner 
working on several 
fronts 
simultaneously — 
sanitation, drainage 
desilting, erosion 
control, green-
space protection, 
traffic and walkway 
management, 
regulation of 
roadside activity, 
enforcement, 
community 
engagement, and 
private-sector 
collaboration.

Ultimately, the 
measure of this 
renewed 
environmental push 
will not be the 
number of 
enforcement 
operations carried 
out or directives 
issued, but whether 

residents to avoid 
practices that 
aggravate 
environmental 
problems, 
including 
indiscriminate 
refuse disposal, 
deforestation, and 
construction along 
natural drainage 
channels.

This community 
dimension 
matters: many 
environmental 
problems begin at 
the grassroots and 
cannot be resolved 
from an office in 
Calabar alone.

Mensah has 
repeatedly linked 
his environmental 
agenda to 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu's vision 
of restoring Cross 
River's reputation 
as a clean, 
attractive 
destination and a 
major tourism hub.

His message since 
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SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR
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nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 
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aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 
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Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 
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accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 
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Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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Cally Air

ValueJet

Cally Air

MEN NR TE  OV
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G

Fly with Cally Air to:

LAGOS CALABAR ABUJA

Book Now On: www.flyvaluejet.com

15th October, 2025

Flights Commencement From
OPERATED BY 

For Enquiries 
Call Customer Care:

(+234)9125950403
(+234)9153823424
(+234)7047108136
01-4482998

Erasmus Ekpang
Commissioner For Information

Ministry of Information
Cross River State







Speed thrills 
But Kills. 

CROSS RIVER STATE SECTOR COMMAND

FRSC

Avoid 
Overspeeding: 

Always obey 
speed limits


