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To become a leading Nigerian State with

CROSS RIVER STATE

VISION STATEMENT

To project and protect the image of Government

and act as Chief Image Maker/Spokesman

for the State as well as supervision

of the State Media Organisation.

To be the best organ of the State

for the promotion of positive values,

its image and overall endowment to

Cross Riverians, Nigerians

and the Diaspora.

To utilize in harmony all apparatus

of government media to effectively

disseminate information, educate and

entertain the public, using the electronic,

print  media and interpersonal

communication channels.

VISION

Mission

prosperous, healthy and well educated citizens;

living in harmony with people  and nature, and pursuing

legitimate interest in freedom moderated by good governance.

MINISTERIAL MANDATE
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Tinubu Releases N515m for SPAR Fire Victims, 
Commissions South-South Foodbank Programme 
in Calabar

Foodbank 
Programme.

Senator Tinubu 
disclosed that 
President Bola 
Tinubu had 
approved ₦25 
million for each of 
the 18 business 
owners affected by 
the inferno, 

The First Lady of 
Nigeria, Senator 
Oluremi Tinubu, 
announced the 
intervention on 
Friday during her 
visit to the state, 
where she also 
commissioned the 
South-South phase 
of the National 
Community 

he Federal TGovernment 
has released 

a total of ₦515 
million as relief 
intervention for 
victims of the 
recent fire 
outbreak at the 
SPAR shopping 
mall in Calabar, 
Cross River State.

By Kingsley Agim 
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followed the 
August 22 fire 
outbreak at the 
shopping mall, 
which affected 
several businesses 
and destroyed 
property worth 
billions of naira, 
leaving business 
owners with 
substantial losses.

Senator Tinubu 
said the Federal 
Government’s 
intervention was 
aimed at providing 

“Mr. President 
commiserates with 
the government and 
people of Cross 
River over this 
unfortunate incident 
that destroyed 
many businesses 
and livelihoods,” the 
First Lady said.

“This intervention is 
to provide 
immediate support 
and help victims 
recover from their 
losses.”

The intervention 

amounting to 
₦450 million.

According to her, 
an additional ₦50 
million was 
presented to the 
wife of the Cross 
River State 
Governor, Bishop 
Eyoanwan Otu, to 
support women’s 
groups, while ₦15 
million was given 
to women who 
welcomed her to 
the state.
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Receiving the First 
Lady, Governor 
Bassey Edet Otu 
expressed 
appreciation to 
President Bola 
Tinubu and 
Senator Oluremi 
Tinubu for the 
intervention, 
describing it as a 
timely gesture that 
would bring 
succour to victims 
of the fire disaster.

Governor Otu said 

security and tackle 
malnutrition among 
vulnerable 
households across 
the South-South 
region.

She said the 
programme would 
strengthen access 
to nutritious food 
for vulnerable 
families while 
complementing 
existing efforts to 
address food 
insecurity and 
improve the welfare 
of citizens.

immediate support 
to affected 
entrepreneurs and 
helping them 
recover from the 
losses suffered in 
the incident.

Speaking on the 
National 
Community 
Foodbank 
Programme, the 
First Lady 
explained that the 
initiative was 
designed to 
improve food 
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another 
demonstration of 
the Federal 
Government’s 
commitment to 
addressing food 
insecurity and 
supporting 
vulnerable 
Nigerians.

groups through the 
Foodbank 
Programme, noting 
that the initiative 
would strengthen 
social protection 
and contribute to 
improved welfare 
across the state.

The Governor 
expressed delight 
that Cross River 
was selected to host 
the South-South 
phase of the 
programme, 
describing the 
intervention as 

the relief package 
would provide 
meaningful 
assistance to the 
affected business 
owners as they 
commence the 
process of 
rebuilding their 
businesses and 
livelihoods.

He also 
commended the 
Federal 
Government for 
supporting women 
and vulnerable 
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Gov Otu Revives The Chronicle, Govt. Press, 
Renames Complex Cross River Information Hub 

2020, hoodlums 
invaded the 
premises, set the 
entire Chronicle 
building ablaze, 
looted the State 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, SEMA, 
warehouses, and 
vandalized 
equipment at the 
newly installed 
printing press.

Speaking at the 
ceremony in 
Calabar on 

Government 
Printing Press. 

The facility had 
remained shut for 
nearly six years 
following the 
#EndSARS crisis.

It will be recalled 
that on October 23, 

ross River 

CState 
Governor, 

Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu, has 
commissioned the 
remodelled 
complex of the 
Cross River State 
Newspaper 
Corporation, 
publishers of  The 
Nigerian Chronicle, 
now transformed 
into the Cross 
River Information 
Hub, alongside a 
newly installed 

By Nakanda Iyadim and Daniel Bebia
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Nigerian Chronicle, 
established in 
1974, as a vital 
institution of 
government. He 
disclosed that 30 
ad-hoc staff had 
been approved for 
the Government 
Printing Press, 
while 25 
permanent staff 
would be recruited 

Governor, 
transmission 
equipment and 
office facilities at 
the state’s radio and 
television stations 
have also been 
upgraded, 
expanding their 
coverage across the 
state.

He described The 

Thursday, 
Governor Otu said 
the project was 
part of his 
administration’s 
commitment to 
rehabilitate public 
infrastructure and 
strengthen state-
owned media 
institutions.

According to the 
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He urged the new 
Information Hub to 
drive digital 
innovation, 
professional 
development and 
public 
engagement, while 
encouraging 
journalists to 
embrace 
technology without 
compromising 
accuracy, fairness 
and ethical 
standards.

The Minister also 
stressed the 
importance of 
preserving official 
records through 

Mohammed Idris 
Malagi, commended 
Governor Otu for 
revitalizing the 
newspaper 
corporation and 
strengthening the 
state’s information 
infrastructure.

Idris said the 
transformation went 
beyond renovating 
buildings, describing 
it as an effort to 
restore institutional 
memory, promote 
credible journalism 
and improve 
communication 
between 
government and 
citizens.

by the Newspaper 
Corporation.

“The renovated 
complex will serve 
as an information 
and commercial 
hub, with a 
business centre, 
restaurant and 
event centre,” Otu 
said, adding that 
several Ministries, 
Departments and 
Agencies had 
expressed interest 
in operating from 
the facility.

The Minister of 
Information and 
National 
Orientation, Alhaji 
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He recalled joining 
the newspaper in 
1978 and later 
serving as Acting 
Editor.

Ebri said the 
newspaper was 
once a leading 

In his goodwill 
message, former 
Editor of The 
Nigerian Chronicle, 
Mr. Clement Ebri, 
described the 
revitalization as a 
personal milestone. 

the new printing 
press and called 
on the media and 
political actors to 
guard against 
misinformation, 
disinformation and 
hate speech ahead 
of the 2027 
general elections.
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marks a new 
chapter in the 
state’s efforts to 
preserve The 
Chronicle’s 
heritage while 
repositioning its 
information 
infrastructure for 
modern operations 
and sustainable 
growth.

In his welcome 
remarks, the 
immediate past 
Commissioner for 
Information and 

which resulted in 
the loss of 
equipment, books, 
records and 
archives.

Ebri called for the 
restoration of the 
newspaper’s library 
and archives, 
describing them as 
essential to 
preserving Cross 
River State’s 
institutional 
memory.

The commissioning 

institution, with 
daily circulation 
reaching about 
80,000 copies and, 
at times, 120,000 
copies, supported 
by correspondents 
in major Nigerian 
cities.

He, however, 
lamented the 
decline in 
professional 
standards and the 
damage caused by 
the 2020 
#EndSARS crisis, 
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the commissioning 
as a historic 
milestone toward 
self-reliance.

Cobham noted 
that for years the 
state had 
depended on third-
party vendors for 
printing at high 
cost and with 
security risks — a 
dependency the 
new facility is 
designed to 
eliminate.

communication and 
commerce 
ecosystem. He 
acknowledged 
contractors Davanla 
Nigeria Limited, 
Darienze Nigeria 
Limited and Mefiko 
Nigeria Limited for 
delivering the 
project.

Also speaking, the 
Commissioner for 
Information and 
Orientation, Pastor 
Ekpenyong Ene 
Cobham, described 

Orientation, Dr. 
Erasmus Ekpang, 
said the project 
had created jobs 
for 30 ad-hoc staff 
at the Printing 
Press and 25 
permanent staff at 
the Newspaper 
Corporation. 

He revealed that 
the complex would 
also house a full-
fledged event 
centre, expanding 
the Information 
Hub into a wider 
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people of Cross 
River can benefit 
from timely and 
reliable access to 
information,” 
Cobham said.

information 
dissemination.” 

“By investing in this 
initiative, the 
Governor has 
strengthened the 
foundation for 
communication and 
public awareness, 
ensuring that the 

He thanked 
Governor Otu for 
leadership that has 
“not only 
illuminated the 
economic 
hemisphere of our 
state but also 
enhanced the 
capacity for 
effective 
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NIPR President, Ray Ekpu Commend Gov Otu For 
Revitalizing Chronicle , State Printing Press

intervention aimed 
at strengthening 
government 
communication 
and preserving the 
state’s media 
heritage.

Dr. Neliaku praised 
the Governor’s 
leadership and 
resource 
management.

“Governor Bassey 

Printing Press, now 
rebranded as the 
Cross River 
Information Hub.

Speaking at the 
commissioning 
ceremony at the 
corporation’s 
premises in Calabar 
on Thursday, the 
NIPR President 
described the 
initiative as a bold 
and timely 

he President Tof the 
Nigerian 

Institute of Public 
Relations, NIPR, 
Dr. Ike Neliaku, 
has commended 
Cross River State 
Governor, Senator 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu, for revitalizing 
The Nigerian 
Chronicle 
newspaper and the 
State Government 

By Nakanda Iyadim 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2026

also clashed; I was 
out of the country. 
This third time, I 
was in Kenya when 
the Commissioner 
called, but I said 
to myself, I must 
come. So, sir, I 
congratulate you 
for this remarkable 
feat,” Dr. Neliaku 
stated.

Also speaking, 
media icon and 
former Editor of 
_The Nigerian 
Chronicle_ and 
_Newswatch 
Magazine_, Chief 
Ray Ekpu, 
described the 

that when people 
address you, they 
often forget to add 
_PNIPR_. That 
honour was not 
dashed to you, it 
was earned on 
merit,” he said.

The NIPR President 
disclosed that he 
made deliberate 
efforts to attend the 
commissioning 
despite prior 
engagements.

“I had to insist on 
being in Cross River 
today. The first date 
was not convenient. 
The second date 

Otu is indeed a 
good man. A man 
who is managing 
resources well. A 
man who relates 
very well with the 
people. A man 
who understands 
what it means to 
give people what 
is due to them.

He is very 
respectful and very 
reassuring. That is 
why, sometime in 
March, I moved for 
you to be inducted 
as a Patron of the 
Nigerian Institute 
of Public Relations. 
And I observed 
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technology, the 
print media 
remains supreme. 
I am happy that 
the Governor has 
revived _The 
Nigerian 
Chronicle_ 
because there is 
still relevance for 
print media. There 
are still many 
battles to fight for 
Nigeria,” he added.

Chief Ekpu 
expressed 
excitement over 
the Governor’s 

battles are 
documented in the 
book that has just 
been launched. I 
thank the Governor 
for bringing us back 
to where we 
stopped,” Chief 
Ekpu said.

He stressed the 
continued relevance 
of print media 
despite 
technological 
advancement.

“Even with the 
advancement in 

event as a 
homecoming.

“This is like coming 
back home for me. 
I worked in this 
building for six 
years. I rose from 
being a Features 
Writer to Editor. 
We fought many 
battles from here 
with our 
typewriters; we 
didn’t have 
computers at that 
time.

Some of those 
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Otu to inaugurate 
the newly 
remodelled edifice 
within the Ministry, 
now renamed the 
Information Hub.

The event also 
featured the 
presentation of 
certificates of 
appreciation to 
pioneer staff of 
_The Nigerian 
Chronicle_, 
including Chief 
Offiong Okon, and 
the launch of a 
book, _“Cross 

forms part of the 
Otu-led 
administration’s 
commitment to 
revamping the 
information sector 
and ensuring 
effective 
dissemination of 
government 
policies.

The Minister of 
Information and 
National 
Orientation, Alhaji 
Mohammed Idris 
Malagi, joined 
Governor Bassey 

intervention.

“Today is for us to 
celebrate what 
Governor Otu has 
done. I feel like 
dancing. Not only 
will he bring 
people back to 
work, but he will 
also give them the 
tools to fight the 
battles ahead,” he 
concluded.

The commissioning 
of _The Nigerian 
Chronicle_ and the 
Information Hub 
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prominent sons 
and daughters of 
the state, 
alongside former 
employees of the 
newspaper 
corporation.

National Deputy 
Treasurer of the All 
Progressives 
Congress, APC, in 
attendance.

The ceremony was 
well attended by 

River State 
Newspaper 
Corporation: A 
Journey Through 
the Ages,”_ 
reviewed by Prof. 
Oka Obono with 
Engr. Ben Akak, 
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Shettima @60: Gov Otu Salutes VP’s 
Loyalty, Reliability, Service to Nigeria

continued to 
strengthen the 
Renewed Hope 
Administration.

Governor Otu, in 
a goodwill 
message 
conveyed by his 
Chief of Staff, 
Hon. Dr. 
Emmanuel 
Ironbar, 
congratulated the 
Vice President on 
his 60th birthday, 
commending his 
courage, 
competence and 
dedication to 
public service.

The Governor 
said the strong 
working 
relationship 
between 
President Tinubu 
and Vice 
President 
Shettima has 
remained critical 

as a loyal, 
dependable and 
reliable partner to 
President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, 
GCFR, whose 
experience and 
commitment have 

ross River 

CState 
Governor, 

Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu, has 
described Vice 
President Kashim 
Shettima, GCON, 
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public service 
have 
demonstrated 
loyalty, courage, 
competence and 
an enduring 
commitment to 
Nigeria. As Vice 
President, you 
have remained a 
dependable 
partner to our 
Leader, President 
Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, and a 
strong contributor 
to the success of 
the Renewed 
Hope 
Administration.

“Cross River State 
appreciates your 
support, 
encouragement 
and goodwill. 
Your readiness to 
listen to our 
aspirations and 
engage with our 
development 
priorities is deeply 
valued.

“As you mark this 
important 
milestone, I pray 

aspirations and 
willingness to 
engage 
constructively on 
issues affecting its 
people.

He said the 
positive 
relationship 
between Cross 
River and the 
Presidency has 
continued to 
create 
opportunities for 
greater 
collaboration, 
adding that the 
state remains 
committed to the 
Renewed Hope 
vision of President 
Tinubu.

“On behalf of the 
government and 
people of Cross 
River State, I 
warmly 
congratulate Your 
Excellency, Senator 
Kashim Shettima, 
GCON, on your 
60th birthday.

“Your years in 

to the 
administration’s 
efforts to tackle 
the country’s 
challenges, drive 
economic growth 
and improve the 
welfare of 
Nigerians.

He noted that 
Shettima’s 
experience as a 
former Governor 
and Senator, 
coupled with his 
understanding of 
governance and 
national affairs, 
has positioned 
him as a valuable 
asset to the 
President and the 
country.

Governor Otu also 
acknowledged the 
support and 
goodwill of 
President Tinubu 
and his Vice 
President towards 
Cross River State, 
particularly their 
responsiveness to 
the state’s 
development 
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initiatives that 
advance the 
development of 
Cross River State 
and Nigeria.

He wished the 
Vice President 
many more years 
of good health, 
wisdom and 
distinguished 
service to the 
nation.

peace, unity, 
prosperity and 
development of 
Nigeria.”

Governor Otu 
reaffirmed his 
administration’s 
commitment to 
deepening its 
partnership with 
the Tinubu-
Shettima 
administration and 
supporting 

that Almighty 
Allah will grant 
you continued 
good health, 
wisdom and 
strength, and 
bless you with 
many more years 
of impactful 
service to our 
nation.

“May you 
continue to 
contribute to the 
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Cross River Secures Federal Backing for 
Uyo-Calabar Rail Link, Marine Transport 
Expansion

were reached at 
the 19th National 
Council on 
Transportation 
(NCT), held from 
August 31 to 
September 3, 
2026, at the 
National Judicial 
Institute 

strategic proposals 
seeking the 
development of an 
Uyo-Calabar railway 
corridor and the 
expansion of marine 
transportation in 
the state.

The twin resolutions 

ross River 

CState has 
secured a 

major boost to its 
transportation 
infrastructure 
ambitions, with the 
Federal 
Government 
endorsing two 

By Irene Bassey
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Senator Kashim 
Shettima, GCON, 
as Special Guest of 
Honour.

Leading the Cross 
River delegation 
was the 
Commissioner for 
Transportation, 
Hon. Kingsley 
Egumi, 
accompanied by 

by the Federal 
Ministry of 
Transportation, was 
held under the 
theme, “Developing 
Effective Transport 
System for Nigeria: 
The Role of 
Integrated 
Transportation,” 
with Vice President 
of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, 

Auditorium, Abuja, 
where states and 
key stakeholders in 
the nation’s 
transportation 
sector deliberated 
on measures to 
strengthen road, 
rail, air and water 
transportation.

The four-day 
council, organised 
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Deep Sea Port. 
Beyond improving 
mobility, the 
project is expected 
to strengthen 
regional trade, 
reduce logistics 
costs and position 
Cross River as a 
strategic gateway 
for commerce in 
the South-South.

The second 
memorandum 
sought Federal 
backing for the 
expansion of Cross 
River’s marine 
transport scheme 
as an alternative 
and 
complementary 
mode of 
transportation. The 
council approved 
the request and 
resolved to 
forward it to the 
Federal Ministry of 
Marine and Blue 
Economy for 
collaboration with 
the Cross River 
State Ministry of 
Transportation.

Uyo in Akwa Ibom 
State to Calabar, 
with the line 
terminating at the 
Cross River State 
Deep Sea Port. The 
proposal was 
unanimously 
endorsed by the 
council.

In a further boost to 
the initiative, the 
Managing Director 
of the Nigeria 
Railway Corporation 
pledged that the 
corporation would 
develop a master 
plan and technical 
drawings for the 
proposed rail 
corridor, providing 
an important 
technical foundation 
for the project’s 
actualisation.

The proposed 
railway is expected 
to provide seamless 
movement of 
passengers and 
cargo between Uyo 
and Calabar while 
creating a direct rail 
connection to the 

the Permanent 
Secretary of the 
Ministry, Pastor 
Mrs. Eme Affiah, 
and the Director of 
Planning, Research 
and Statistics, Mrs. 
Charity Ayara.

A major highlight 
of the technical 
sessions was the 
presentation of 
two memoranda 
by Cross River 
State, both of 
which received the 
endorsement of 
the council, 
reinforcing the 
state’s growing 
push for an 
integrated 
transportation 
network capable of 
supporting its 
emerging 
economic 
infrastructure.

The first 
memorandum 
sought Federal 
Government 
support for the 
construction of a 
railway line linking 
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memoranda, the 
state has taken a 
significant step 
forward in its 
quest to become a 
transportation hub 
in the South-South 
region. The railway 
line from Uyo to 
Calabar and the 
expansion of the 
marine transport 
scheme are 
expected to unlock 
new economic 
opportunities, 
facilitate trade, 
and improve 
access to the 
state’s Deep Sea 
Port, which is 
poised to become 
a major gateway 
for goods and 
services in the Gulf 
of Guinea.”

Egumi assured 
that the Ministry 
would sustain 
engagement with 
the relevant 
Federal 
Government 
agencies to ensure 
that the 
resolutions are 

particularly in 
connection with the 
Deep Sea Port.

According to him, 
the successful 
consideration of the 
state’s memoranda 
demonstrates that 
Cross River’s 
transportation 
priorities are 
increasingly aligning 
with the Federal 
Government’s 
broader vision of 
integrated 
transportation 
development.

“The outcomes of 
the 19th NCT have 
reinforced the state 
government’s 
resolve to pursue 
policies and projects 
that will transform 
the transportation 
sector and position 
Cross River as a 
leader in integrated 
transport 
development.

“With the successful 
endorsement of 
Cross River’s 

The proposed 
expansion is 
expected to 
improve access to 
safer, more 
efficient and 
affordable water 
transportation 
while providing an 
alternative to road 
travel and helping 
to ease pressure 
on the state’s road 
network.

Speaking after the 
technical session, 
Commissioner 
Egumi expressed 
appreciation to the 
Governor of Cross 
River State for the 
opportunity to 
represent the state 
at the national 
forum, describing 
the resolutions as 
significant 
milestones in the 
administration’s 
determination to 
build a multimodal 
transportation 
system that can 
support the 
movement of 
people and goods, 
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The policy is 
expected to 
strengthen 
intermodal 
connectivity, 
improve 
transportation 
efficiency and 
safety, and provide 
a coordinated 
framework for 
addressing 
longstanding 
challenges across 
the nation’s 
transport sector.

state’s strong 
showing at the 
council.

The 19th NCT also 
provided an 
opportunity for 
stakeholders to 
consider the newly 
unveiled National 
Land Transport 
Policy, which is 
designed to provide 
a comprehensive 
framework for the 
development and 
management of 
land transportation 
infrastructure across 
Nigeria.

followed through 
and translated into 
concrete projects.

He also 
commended the 
Permanent 
Secretary and 
Director of 
Planning, Research 
and Statistics for 
their contributions 
to the preparation 
and successful 
presentation of the 
memoranda, 
noting that their 
expertise and 
commitment were 
instrumental to the 
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Commendations Pour In for Gilbert Agbor’s 
Grassroots Connection, Impactful Leadership

various groups, 
including women, 
youths, religious 
leaders and other 
community 
stakeholders, 
visiting to 
celebrate with him 
and pledge their 
support for the 
administration of 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu ahead of 
the 2027 general 

connection, selfless 
service and 
impactful 
leadership.

Agbor’s country 
home in Etomi, 
Etung Local 
Government Area, 
has been a beehive 
of celebratory 
activities since his 
arrival in the 
community, with 

ommendatio

Cns have 
continued to 

pour in for the 
Special Adviser to 
the Cross River 
State Governor on 
Asset Management 
and Recovery, Barr. 
Gilbert Agbor, with 
community and 
political leaders 
praising his strong 
grassroots 
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endeavour, but a 
responsibility made 
possible by the 
support and 
sacrifices of the 
people at the 
grassroots.

Effiong noted that, 
unlike many 
political appointees 
who become 
disconnected from 
their communities 
after attaining 
positions of 

Speaking at the 
reception, the 
Chairman of 
Akpabuyo Local 
Government Area, 
Hon. Effiong Edim 
Effiong, who joined 
the Etomi 
community to 
celebrate the 
festival, said Agbor 
had distinguished 
himself by 
recognising that 
leadership was not 
an individual 

elections.

The 
commendations 
were made on 
Friday during a 
reception held at 
Agbor’s country 
home in Etomi to 
celebrate the 
Etung New Yam 
Festival, an annual 
cultural celebration 
observed every 
September 4.
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According to him, 
Agbor’s 
commitment to his 
people was driven 
by genuine passion 
and love rather 
than the privileges 
associated with 
public office. He 
said the Special 
Adviser had 
remained closely 
connected to the 
grassroots, 
listening to the 
concerns of the 

The Akpabuyo 
chairman said 
Agbor had also 
distinguished 
himself by 
translating the 
opportunities 
afforded him in 
government into 
tangible benefits for 
his people, stressing 
that his 
contributions to the 
community went 
beyond his official 
remuneration.

authority, Agbor 
had remained 
accessible and 
committed to his 
people. “When you 
see somebody who 
recognises that he 
alone cannot get it 
right, and that he 
cannot, from his 
comfort zone, take 
himself to the top, 
he appreciates the 
push and support 
of the people back 
home and returns 
to them,” he said.
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concerns and 
support their 
livelihoods. “You 
can only see this in 
the house of 
somebody who 
truly loves his 
people,” he said, 
urging the people 
to continue 
supporting and 
praying for Agbor.

Also speaking, 
elder statesman 
and political leader 
of Etomi, Ntufam 

reciprocate such 
opportunities by 
returning to their 
communities and 
using their positions 
to bring hope and 
development to the 
people.

He said grassroots 
communities were 
not necessarily 
seeking political 
appointments, but 
leaders who would 
remain close to 
them, listen to their 

people and 
supporting 
initiatives that 
promoted their 
wellbeing.

Effiong also 
commended 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu for 
creating 
opportunities for 
young people to 
serve in his 
administration, 
urging political 
appointees to 
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In a separate 
remark, former 
Vice Chairman of 
Etung Local 
Government Area, 
Hon. Obi Obi, 
thanked Agbor for 
his leadership and 
contributions to 
Etomi, Etung and 
the wider political 
community. He 
also commended 
the Akpabuyo 
chairman for 
demonstrating 
friendship and 

“Gilbert is not that 
kind of person. He 
is a man who wants 
to work. He is a 
man with power; he 
is not a man who is 
carried away by 
power. For him, 
power is service,” 
Odu Oji said, 
expressing 
confidence in 
Agbor’s character 
and commitment to 
public service.

Gabriel Odu Oji, 
described Agbor as 
a loyal and 
service-driven 
leader who had 
remained humble 
despite the 
authority entrusted 
to him. He said 
Agbor was 
different from 
leaders who 
become 
disconnected or 
carried away after 
attaining positions 
of power.
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modest 
contributions to his 
community to the 
leadership and 
opportunities 
provided by 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu, thanking 
the Governor for 
giving him the 
opportunity to 
serve in his 
administration and 
contribute his 
quota to the 
development of 

He expressed 
appreciation for the 
support given to the 
community and 
called for continued 
collaboration among 
leaders and 
stakeholders 
towards the 
development and 
wellbeing of the 
people.

In his response, 
Barr. Gilbert Agbor 
attributed his 

good 
neighbourliness by 
attending the 
celebration.

Obi said Effiong’s 
presence at the 
reception was a 
meaningful 
demonstration of 
solidarity and 
friendship, adding 
that it had further 
enriched the 
celebration.
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ahead of the 2027 
general elections, 
stressing the 
importance of 
sustained 
collaboration 
between the 
government and 
the grassroots in 
consolidating the 
gains of the 
administration.

Etung community 
that the Otu 
administration 
remained 
committed to 
delivering 
infrastructure and 
other development 
projects in the area 
in due course. He 
therefore solicited 
their continued 
support for the 
administration and 
the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) 

society. He said, as 
an appointee of 
government, he 
was duty-bound to 
bring the presence 
and impact of 
government closer 
to the people, 
particularly 
because the 
Governor could not 
be everywhere at 
the same time.

Agbor assured 
residents of Etomi 
and the larger 
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Cross River Links Civil Servants’ Promotion, 
Loans to Health Insurance Enrollment

Continuous 
Formal Sector 
Enrolment, 
Operation Enrol 
All Civil Servants,” 
saying the 
initiative 
demonstrated 
government’s 
commitment to 
the welfare and 
wellbeing of its 
workforce.

Okon said proof 
of health 
insurance 

compulsory 
participation for all 
public and civil 
servants.

The Head of 
Service, Barr. Orok 
Bassey Okon, 
announced the 
new policy in 
Calabar at the 
relaunch of the 
formal sector 
enrollment 
programme, 
tagged “Raising 
the Bar: 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has tied civil 
servants’ access 
to promotion 
implementation 
and credit 
facilities to 
enrollment in the 
State Health 
Insurance 
Scheme, as it 
relaunches the 
formal sector 
component of the 
programme with 

By Kingsley Agim 
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healthcare 
accessible, 
affordable and 
qualitative for 
workers and their 
families, while 
commending the 
Head of Service 
for his 
commitment to 
expanding 
coverage among 
public servants. 
“We at the Cross 
River State Health 
Insurance Agency 
are poised and 
ready to offer 
services beyond 
what you used to 
know. This 
scheme is 
designed to put 
money back into 
your pocket. It is 
designed to bring 
healthcare 
accessible to you, 
affordable and 
qualitative,” he 
said.

He explained that 
workers must 
complete 
registration, 
undergo biometric 

look for promotion 
implementation,” 
stressing that the 
policy would 
ensure that civil 
servants were 
adequately 
protected through 
health insurance 
coverage.

Under the 
relaunched 
programme, 
₦1,000 will be 
deducted monthly 
from workers’ 
salaries as their 
health insurance 
contribution. 

The Director-
General of the 
Cross River State 
Health Insurance 
Agency, Chief 
Godwin Iyala, 
however, clarified 
that salary 
deduction alone 
does not make a 
worker active on 
the scheme.

Iyala said the 
scheme was 
designed to make 

enrolment would 
henceforth be 
required for key 
official 
transactions, 
including 
promotion 
interviews and 
access to loan 
facilities. “Going 
forward, if you 
come to Civil 
Service 
Commission for 
Promotion 
Interview, you 
have to show 
your health 
insurance 
enrollment card. 
If you come to 
Head of Service 
to stamp loan 
form, you have to 
show your health 
insurance 
enrollment card,” 
he said.

He added: “You 
cannot access 
facility in the 
bank if you are 
not enrolled. If 
you don’t have 
your enrollment 
card, don’t go to 
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The Senior 
Special Adviser to 
the Governor on 
Universal Health 
Coverage, Dr. 
David Oshie, said 
the scheme was 
already delivering 
tangible benefits, 
recounting the 
case of a state 
civil service 
director who 
received 
treatment at 
General Hospital, 
Calabar, without 
paying additional 
charges after the 
agency 
intervened. He 
also disclosed 
that Cross River 
was recognised 
by the Federal 
Ministry of Health 
in 2025 as the 
first state with a 
functional 
Universal Health 
Coverage 
Coordination 
Centre.

The State 
Coordinator of 
the National 

Iyala said 
additional 
enrolment points 
had been 
established at the 
Head of Service’s 
office, the Ministry 
of Health at the 
Old Secretariat and 
the agency’s office 
along the Marian 
axis in Calabar. He 
added that 
spouses and 
children below 18 
years were also 
covered under the 
scheme.

He also 
commended 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu and his 
wife, Dr. Eyoanwan 
Otu, for enrolling 
600 aged persons 
for two years, as 
well as Deputy 
Governor Rt. Hon. 
Peter Odey for 
enrolling 1,000 
vulnerable persons 
in Ogoja Local 
Government Area.

capture and be 
empanelled with 
a health facility 
before they can 
access healthcare 
services with their 
insurance cards. 
“Empanelment 
simply means 
allocating you to 
a health facility 
where you will be 
receiving care 
with your card,” 
Iyala stated.

The Director-
General disclosed 
that only about 
17,000 civil 
servants were 
currently enrolled, 
despite the 
number of 
workers in the 
state public 
service being 
more than twice 
that figure. He 
urged those yet 
to register to take 
advantage of the 
renewed 
enrolment drive 
and enrol at any 
of the designated 
points.
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said beneficiaries 
had accessed 
surgeries, drugs 
and other medical 
services without 
paying out-of-
pocket, urging all 
civil servants yet 
to enrol to take 
advantage of the 
scheme.

financial burden 
associated with 
medical treatment 
and unexpected 
healthcare 
expenses.

The Medical 
Superintendent of 
General Hospital, 
Calabar, Dr. 
Kenneth Takim, 

Health Insurance 
Authority, Stanley 
Effa, said the 
initiative would 
ensure that civil 
and public 
servants had 
access to 
affordable, quality 
and timely 
healthcare while 
reducing the 
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N2N Takes Otu Re-election Campaign 
to South, Targets One Million Votes

Akpabuyo, Calabar 
South and Calabar 
Municipality.

Speaking during 
the inaugurations, 
the Director 
General of N2N, 
Dr. Bobby 
Ekpenyong, said 
the organisation 
was building an 
extensive 
grassroots 
structure designed 
to reach voters in 
every community 
and mobilise them 
for greater 

million votes for the 
All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in 
the 2027 general 
elections.

N2N, a grassroots 
movement 
established to take 
the achievements 
and policies of the 
Otu administration 
to communities 
across Cross River, 
inaugurated 40 
ward and polling 
unit coordinators in 
separate activities 
held in Bakassi, 

he re-Telection 
campaign for 

Cross River State 
Governor, Sen. 
Bassey Edet Otu, 
is gathering 
momentum across 
the state, as the 
Neighbour 2 
Neighbour (N2N) 
Network has taken 
its grassroots 
mobilisation drive 
to the Southern 
Senatorial District, 
declaring its 
ambition to deliver 
more than one 

By Kingsley Agim
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Persons.”

“We have a very 
strong advocacy 
structure. The 
main aim is to 
galvanise 
everybody and 
speak to them 
about the Sweet 

cells, with each 
neighbourhood cell 
comprising 10 
coordinators, while 
each coordinator is 
expected to 
mobilise 10 persons 
under what the 
organisation calls 
“Operation Get 10 

participation in the 
2027 elections.

Ekpenyong 
explained that the 
structure operates 
through ward, 
local government 
and 
neighbourhood 
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strength, and that 
is what N2N is 
committed to 
achieving,” 
Ekpenyong said.

He recalled that 
Cross River 
recorded a 
comparatively low 
presidential vote in 
the 2023 general 
election, arguing 
that the state must 
reverse the trend if 
it was to 
strengthen its 
bargaining position 

led administration, 
APC leadership and 
other support 
groups to achieve 
its one-million-vote 
target.

“The 2027 election 
is not a year of 
sitting on the fence; 
it is not an election 
of voter apathy. It is 
a call to action by 
all persons of voting 
age. It is an era of 
massive voter 
turnout to improve 
upon our voting 

Prince. We are 
taking the 
message and the 
achievements of 
the administration 
to the people at 
the grassroots,” he 
said.

The university don 
said the 2027 
election would be 
different from 
previous electoral 
contests, stressing 
that N2N would 
collaborate with 
the Governor Otu-
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Also speaking at 
the various fora, 
N2N Director of 
Women 
Mobilisation, Dr. 
Silo Ekpenyong, 
called on women 
to take an active 
role in the 
mobilisation effort, 
urging them to 
engage their 
neighbours, 
children, church 
members and 
colleagues on the 
importance of 
participating in the 
elections.

She said, “Women 
must wake up 
from slumber and 
come out en 
masse to cast their 
votes. We must 
talk to our 

to mobilise eligible 
voters, insisting that 
Cross Riverians 
must demonstrate 
greater political 
participation and 
turnout at the polls.

“We must break 
that old jinx that 
our people are not 
politically inclined 
and are 
disenchanted during 
elections. This is the 
auspicious time to 
show that we are 
ready to play 
national APC politics 
by delivering 
massively for 
Tinubu and Otu. No 
sitting on the fence; 
all hands must be 
on deck,” he stated.

at the federal 
level.

“We cannot allow 
what happened in 
the 2023 general 
election to repeat 
itself. In that 
election, Cross 
River recorded less 
than 200,000 
votes for the 
President. In 2027, 
we must hit over 
one million votes 
so that our 
Governor can have 
something to 
bargain with and 
make a case for 
Cross Riverians,” 
he said.

Ekpenyong said 
N2N had been 
traversing the 196 
wards of the state 
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candidate for 
Calabar 
Municipality/Odukp
ani Federal 
Constituency, Dr. 
Effeffiom Nta Eke, 
commended N2N 
for taking the 
mobilisation 
campaign to the 
grassroots, saying 
the infrastructure 
investments of the 

Otu administration 
targeting women in 
agriculture, trading 
and politics, urging 
women to consider 
such interventions 
when making their 
electoral choices.

At Calabar 
Municipality, the 
APC House of 
Representatives 

neighbours, our 
children, our 
church members 
and our colleagues 
and convince them 
on the need to 
return Tinubu and 
Otu massively.”

Silo cited what she 
described as 
empowerment 
initiatives of the 
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Etim Okon, 
Akpabuyo 
Coordinator.

Others included 
Calabar Municipal 
Council Chapter 
Coordinator, Chief 
Effiong Etim 
Archibong; 
Chapter Secretary, 
Mr. Dominic Edem; 
Women Mobiliser, 
Mrs. Eta Larry; 
Youth Mobiliser, 
Effiong Etim 
Bassey; Special 
Adviser to the 
Governor on Tolls, 
Mr. Bassey Ita 
(Baddest); and 
former member of 
the Cross River 
State House of 
Assembly, Mr. Efa 
Esua.

to mobilise support 
for APC candidates.

The events were 
attended by 
members of the 
N2N Board of 
Trustees and 
coordinators from 
the participating 
local government 
areas, including 
Hon. Nkom John; 
Hon. Mrs. Etta 
Okon, Women 
Leader, Calabar 
Municipality; Mr. 
Offiong Asuquo, 
Odukpani 
Coordinator; Mr. 
Offiong Eyo; Pastor 
Okon Ekpo, Bakassi 
Coordinator; Chief 
Emmanuel Asuquo, 
Calabar South 
Coordinator; N2N 
Director of Finance, 
Dr. Effiom Ekpo; 
and Hon. Bassey 

Tinubu and Otu 
administrations 
deserved the 
attention of voters.

According to Eke, 
“Never in the 
history of the 
country and the 
state has an 
administration 
invested so heavily 
in infrastructure to 
boost economic 
growth and 
business across 
the geopolitical 
zones.”

The former local 
government 
chairman said the 
2027 election 
would witness a 
new pattern of 
voter participation 
and pledged to 
work with N2N and 
other stakeholders 
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Group Backs Gov Otu for Second Term, 
Honours Agbor

where it unveiled a 
billboard in 
support of 
Governor Otu, 
describing the 
initiative as a 
public expression 
of confidence in 
his leadership and 
a desire for 
continuity of his 
administration’s 

Edet Otu’s bid for a 
second term, 
pledging sustained 
grassroots 
mobilisation for the 
All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

The group made its 
position known 
during a political 
gathering in Etomi, 

he Kalakuta TRepublic, a 
socio-political 

group led by 
Comrade Stephen 
Oru Egbe in Etomi, 
Etung Local 
Government Area 
of Cross River 
State, has declared 
its support for 
Governor Bassey 

By Kingsley Agim
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Asset Management 
and Recovery, Barr. 
Gilbert Agbor, 
decorating him as 
its Grand Patron in 
recognition of his 
leadership, 
commitment to the 
people and 
support for the 
organisation.

The group 
presented Agbor 
with a portrait as a 
symbol of 
appreciation, 
loyalty and 
solidarity, 

democratic process.

It urged its 
members and 
supporters to 
remain united, 
peaceful and 
disciplined, while 
reaffirming its 
commitment to 
Governor Otu and 
the APC ahead of 
the 2027 elections.

The group also used 
the occasion to 
recognise the 
Special Adviser to 
the Governor on 

programmes and 
vision.

Speaking during 
the event, the 
group, under the 
leadership of 
Comrade Stephen 
Oru Egbe, said 
political support 
must go beyond 
words and be 
demonstrated 
through 
organisation, 
peaceful 
mobilisation and 
responsible 
participation in the 
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As a 
demonstration of 
his support, Agbor 
announced an 
immediate 
financial 
contribution of 
N500,000 to 
Kalakuta Republic, 
assuring members 
that their activities 
and efforts would 
receive his 
continued support.

He urged the 
group to sustain its 
political 
engagement and 
mobilisation, 
stressing the 
importance of 
conducting politics 
without bitterness 

assuring the group 
that, as Grand 
Patron, he would 
provide the 
necessary direction 
and support to 
strengthen the 
organisation.

Agbor commended 
the group for its 
grassroots 
mobilisation efforts 
and attributed 
recent political 
developments in the 
area, including the 
defection of 
opposition members 
to the APC, partly to 
the commitment of 
its members.

expressing 
confidence in his 
ability to provide 
direction and 
inspiration to its 
members in his 
new capacity.

Receiving the 
honour, Agbor 
expressed 
profound gratitude 
to the leadership 
and members of 
Kalakuta Republic, 
describing the 
recognition as both 
an honour and a 
responsibility.

He said the honour 
had heightened 
expectations of 
greater service, 
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efforts of members 
would yield 
positive results.

The event ended 
with renewed 
pledges of 
solidarity for 
Governor Otu, the 
APC and the 
political 
mobilisation efforts 
of Kalakuta 
Republic across 
Etomi and Etung 
Local Government 
Area.

solidarity with 
Governor Otu and 
the APC as a 
positive contribution 
to grassroots 
political 
participation.

Abang encouraged 
the group to remain 
committed to its 
political activities 
and continue to 
support the 
Governor, 
expressing 
optimism that the 

and promoting 
unity among 
members and 
supporters.

Also speaking, the 
Ward Chairman, 
Roderick Itafu 
Abang, 
commended the 
young people 
behind the 
initiative, 
describing their 
decision to honour 
Agbor and 
demonstrate 
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Cross River Advances Sustainable HIV 
Response, Health System Financing

at the Cross River 
State Ministry of 
Health, brought 
together key 
stakeholders in the 
health sector, 
including the 
Senior Special 
Adviser to the 
Governor on 
Nursing, Dr. Coco 
Bassey, directors 
and heads of 
departments in the 
Ministry, as well as 

STIs Control 
Programme 
(NASCP) and the 
National 
Sustainability and 
HIV Impact Project 
(N-SHIP), held a 
strategic 
stakeholders’ 
engagement 
meeting in Calabar.

The meeting, held 
on Tuesday, 
September 1, 2026, 

ross River 

CState has 
taken 

another step 
towards 
strengthening 
sustainable health 
sector governance, 
financing and 
logistics 
management as 
the Federal 
Ministry of Health, 
through the 
National AIDS and 

By Kingsley Agim
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achieving lasting 
improvements in 
health outcomes 
across the state.

Ayuk explained 
that sustainability 
should not be 
interpreted as the 
withdrawal of 
partnerships, but 
rather as the 
ability of 
government to 
effectively harness 
international, 
national and local 

commodities and 
essential services 
reach communities 
efficiently and 
sustainably.

Addressing 
participants, the 
Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Henry 
Egbe Ayuk, stressed 
that sustained 
partnerships and 
strategic resource 
mobilisation 
remained critical to 

representatives of 
relevant health 
programmes and 
partners.

The engagement 
focused on 
strengthening 
state ownership of 
HIV interventions, 
improving health 
financing, 
integrating 
services and 
reforming the 
supply chain to 
ensure that health 
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system.

“When you 
integrate services, 
you will be able to 
manage every 
person completely 
and holistically,” 
Chukwudima said, 
stressing that 
people living with 
HIV should be 
enrolled in health 
insurance schemes 
as part of efforts 
to guarantee long-
term financial 
sustainability and 
reduce 
dependence on 
externally funded 
interventions.

He explained that 
a five-year 
framework 
agreement 
between Nigeria 
and the United 
States 
Government, 
running from 
October 2026 to 
2030, provides for 
a gradual 
transition of 
financial 

the importance of 
community 
participation in the 
fight against HIV, 
particularly as the 
state and its 
partners work 
towards disease 
elimination targets 
by 2030. He urged 
stakeholders to take 
prevention efforts 
closer to 
communities and 
ensure that 
interventions are 
designed around 
the needs of the 
people.

Speaking on the 
transition towards 
greater state 
ownership of health 
programmes, the N-
SHIP Project 
Director, Dr. 
Okundili 
Chukwudima, 
identified integrated 
services, 
sustainable 
financing and 
improved supply-
chain management 
as critical pillars for 
a resilient health 

resources to 
strengthen health 
interventions and 
build resilient 
systems.

“Partnership is a 
gift and a 
necessity, not just 
locally, but 
globally,” the 
Commissioner 
said, noting that 
successful health 
interventions 
require 
collaboration 
among 
government, 
development 
partners and 
communities. He 
called for stronger 
integration of HIV 
services with 
existing health 
platforms, citing 
the state’s high 
immunisation 
coverage as a 
model that could 
support broader 
disease-control 
efforts.

The Commissioner 
also emphasised 
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programme 
managers and 
development 
partners, noting 
that effective 
collaboration, 
expanded health 
insurance coverage 
and streamlined 
commodity 
logistics would be 
essential to 
sustaining health 
interventions 
across all 18 local 
government areas 
of Cross River 
State.

bottlenecks in the 
distribution of 
medicines and 
health commodities 
through digital 
solutions, including 
electronic reporting 
and inventory-
tracking systems. 
He said such 
innovations would 
enhance visibility 
across the supply 
chain and improve 
the distribution of 
essential 
commodities to 
zonal and primary 
healthcare facilities.

He called for 
stronger 
coordination among 
ministries, 

responsibility, with 
Nigeria expected 
to increase its 
contribution 
significantly by the 
fifth year. 
According to him, 
the transition 
provides an 
opportunity to 
strengthen 
domestic 
ownership and 
redirect public 
health investments 
towards local 
healthcare 
infrastructure and 
patient care.

Chukwudima also 
highlighted the 
need to eliminate 
longstanding 
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Gov. Otu’s Employment Drive: 
Lands Ministry Trains New Staff for 
Efficient Service Delivery

departments of the 
Ministry and was 
designed to equip 
them with the 
knowledge, 
discipline, 
professional ethics 
and administrative 
skills required for 
effective service 
delivery, 
particularly in the 
critical area of land 

employment drive 
and his 
administration’s 
commitment to 
building a more 
efficient and 
professional public 
service.

The training 
brought together 
newly recruited staff 
across various 

he Cross TRiver State 
Ministry of 

Lands has 
commenced a 
comprehensive 
training 
programme for its 
newly employed 
personnel, in 
furtherance of 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu’s 

By Afiong Ndem
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State.

The Commissioner 
described the 
Ministry of Lands 
as one of the 
largest and 
potentially most 
productive 
Ministries in 
government, 
stressing that its 
effectiveness has 
significant 
implications for 
citizens, 
investment and 
the revenue 
generation of the 
State. He urged 
the new 
employees not to 
take their 
appointments for 
granted, but to see 
them as an 
opportunity to 
contribute 
meaningfully to 
the development 
of Cross River.

He charged the 
trainees to 
embrace discipline, 
punctuality, 
commitment, 

acknowledged the 
efforts of Governor 
Otu in creating 
employment 
opportunities for 
thousands of Cross 
Riverians, noting 
that the 
employment drive 
had brought 
renewed hope and 
smiles to many 
families across the 

administration.

Addressing the 
trainees, the 
Commissioner for 
Lands welcomed 
them to the 
Ministry and 
congratulated 
them on their 
appointment into 
the State Public 
Service. He 
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assist one another.

He said the 
training was 
particularly 
important because 
it would enable the 
new employees to 
understand their 
respective roles 
within the Ministry, 
what was expected 
of them and how 
their 
responsibilities 
contribute to the 
overall 
effectiveness of 
the institution. He 
also directed them 

to understand the 
structure of the Civil 
Service, respect 
senior officers and 
operate within 
established 
channels of 
authority. He 
encouraged the 
new employees to 
maintain cordial 
relationships with 
their colleagues, 
shun unhealthy 
rivalry and willingly 
share knowledge, 
describing the 
workplace as a 
family where staff 
should support and 

respect for 
constituted 
authority and a 
strong sense of 
responsibility, 
stressing that 
every assignment 
must be taken 
seriously 
irrespective of the 
employee’s cadre 
or position. “Never 
underrate your 
work and take 
every work 
seriously,” he 
admonished.

The Commissioner 
further urged them 
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professionalism 
and continuous 
learning.

He also assured 
the trainees that 
his office remained 
accessible to staff 
with genuine 
concerns or who 
required guidance, 
while reminding 
them to respect 
appropriate 
administrative 
channels. He 

registration, but 
assured the trainees 
that efforts were 
being made to 
address the 
abnormalities and 
restore greater 
efficiency and order 
to the system. He 
therefore tasked 
them to contribute 
positively to the 
ongoing 
repositioning of the 
Ministry through 
diligence, 

to remain focused 
on their assigned 
departments and 
avoid unnecessary 
interference in 
areas outside their 
mandates.

The Commissioner 
acknowledged 
existing challenges 
in some aspects of 
the Ministry’s 
operations, 
particularly land 
administration and 
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strengthen the 
capacity of its 
newly recruited 
workforce and 
support the State 
Government’s 
vision of efficient 
land administration 
and improved 
public service 
delivery. The 
initiative, coming 
on the heels of 
Governor Otu’s 
employment drive, 
represents an 
investment not 
only in jobs but 
also in developing 
a competent 
workforce capable 
of translating the 
administration’s 
vision into 
effective service 
for the people.

exposed the 
trainees to the 
operations of the 
Ministry and the 
importance of 
proper land 
administration, 
registration and 
documentation.

Rounding off the 
programme, the 
Permanent 
Secretary of the 
Ministry, ESV. Gold 
Ita, who facilitated 
a session on 
“Discipline and 
Decorum: Hallmark 
of Civil/Public 
Servants in Service 
Delivery,” urged the 
trainees to put the 
knowledge acquired 
into practice and 
uphold integrity, 
discipline, 
teamwork, 
professionalism and 
dedication in the 
discharge of their 
official duties.

The Ministry 
expressed optimism 
that the training 
would significantly 

encouraged them 
to work closely 
with directors and 
heads of 
departments to 
improve their 
competence and 
knowledge, with 
the ultimate goal 
of building a busy, 
active, efficient 
and highly 
respected Ministry 
of Lands.

Earlier, facilitators 
took the 
participants 
through critical 
aspects of public 
service 
administration, 
including 
confidentiality of 
government 
information and 
the Oath of 
Secrecy in Service, 
filing methods as 
an administrative 
tool for effective 
service delivery, 
and the application 
of technology to 
improve 
productivity. The 
sessions also 









































SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR
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nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 
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aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 
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Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 
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accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 
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Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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