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To become a leading Nigerian State with

CROSS RIVER STATE

VISION STATEMENT

To project and protect the image of Government

and act as Chief Image Maker/Spokesman

for the State as well as supervision

of the State Media Organisation.

To be the best organ of the State

for the promotion of positive values,

its image and overall endowment to

Cross Riverians, Nigerians

and the Diaspora.

To utilize in harmony all apparatus

of government media to effectively

disseminate information, educate and

entertain the public, using the electronic,

print  media and interpersonal

communication channels.

VISION

Mission

prosperous, healthy and well educated citizens;

living in harmony with people  and nature, and pursuing

legitimate interest in freedom moderated by good governance.

MINISTERIAL MANDATE
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Female Ministers Honour Eyoanwan 
Otu for women empowerment, 
humanitarian services

empowerment, 
humanitarian 
service and 
promotion of 
women's 
advancement in 
society.

State Governor, 
Bishop Eyoanwan 
Bassey Otu, in 
recognition of her 
outstanding 
contributions to 
women 

he Female TMinisters 
Forum 

International 
(FMFI) has 
honoured the wife 
of the Cross River 

By Beatrice Akpala
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and 
developmental 
affairs of their 
communities.

According to the 
Forum, the 
Governor's wife 
exemplifies 
compassionate 
leadership and 
purposeful 
advocacy in 
addressing 

The recognition 
celebrates her 
commitment to 
advancing the 
welfare of women, 
supporting 
initiatives that 
expand their 
opportunities and 
encouraging 
greater 
participation of 
women in the 
social, economic 

The honour was 
conferred on Mrs 
Otu during the 
Forum's 2026 
National 
Convention held 
in Calabar, Cross 
River State, with 
the theme 
"Breaking Limits 
for the Global 
Harvest.”
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The award also 
highlights the 
critical role of 
women leaders in 
shaping inclusive 
communities, 
championing 
humanitarian 
causes and 
inspiring positive 

has continued to 
promote family 
values, strengthen 
women's welfare 
and champion 
initiatives that 
enable women to 
realise their full 
potential.

challenges 
confronting 
women and girls. 

Through her 
public 
engagements and 
people-oriented 
approach, she 
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The 2026 
National 
Convention, it 
noted, provided 
an important 
platform for 
reflection, 
fellowship, 
advocacy and 
renewed 
commitment to 
overcoming 

sustained 
collaboration 
among faith-based 
organisations, 
government 
institutions, civil 
society groups and 
other stakeholders 
committed to 
women's 
development.

social 
transformation.

By recognising 
individuals whose 
contributions 
promote the 
dignity, welfare 
and advancement 
of women, the 
FMFI said it seeks 
to reinforce 
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The recognition 
of Bishop (Dr.) 
Eyoanwan Bassey 
Otu, the Forum 
added, stands as 
an 
encouragement to 
women across 
Cross River State 
and beyond to 
continue breaking 
barriers, pursuing 
excellence and 
making 
meaningful 
contributions to 
society.

women's 
contributions to 
community 
development and 
to reaffirm the 
value of leadership 
that prioritises 
compassion, 
inclusion and 
empowerment.

Beyond the 
presentation of an 
award, the 
organisers said the 
honour serves as a 
reminder that 
empowering 
women 
strengthens 
families, enriches 
communities and 
contributes to 
broader social and 
economic 
development.

barriers that limit 
women's 
progress. 

The theme, 
"Breaking Limits 
for the Global 
Harvest," speaks 
to the need for 
women to rise 
above challenges, 
embrace 
opportunities for 
growth and 
contribute 
meaningfully to 
the advancement 
of humanity.

For Cross River 
State, the 
recognition of Her 
Excellency 
represents an 
opportunity to 
celebrate 
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2027: Evidence Group’s Statewide APC 
Mobilisation Begins in Ogoja

Mr Eyoma Bassey, 
who inaugurated 
the committee in 
Ogoja, charged 
members to 
mobilise support 
for the APC across 
wards, polling 

working committee 
in Ogoja Local 
Government Area 
ahead of the 2027 
general elections.

The group’s 
Director-General, 

he Evidence TGroup, a 
political 

mobilisation 
organisation 
supporting the All 
Progressives 
Congress (APC), 
has commenced 
its planned 
statewide 
grassroots 
mobilisation in 
Cross River State 
with the 
inauguration of its 

By Kingsley Agim
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Ahmed Tinubu, 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu and 
other APC leaders.

He urged 
members to 
engage residents 
proactively and 
persuade voters to 
support the party, 

Bassey said the 
group was 
established to 
mobilise support 
for the party by 
taking its message 
to the grassroots 
and communicating 
what it considers 
the achievements 
of President Bola 

units, campuses 
and rural 
communities as 
the organisation 
prepares to 
extend its 
activities across 
the state’s three 
senatorial 
districts.



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2026

government areas 
of Cross River 
North, after which 
the group plans to 
extend its 
activities to the 
Central and 
Southern 
Senatorial 
Districts.

The group’s 
Director of Media 
and 
Communications, 
Mr Andrea Ekeng, 
disclosed that the 
mobilisation drive 
would culminate 
in a major 
convention in 
Calabar, where 
members are 

members to submit 
the names of 
proposed polling-
unit coordinators to 
the leadership for 
vetting and 
approval before 
announcing 
appointments, 
signalling the 
group’s intention to 
build an organised 
grassroots network 
ahead of the 
elections.

The Ogoja 
inauguration is 
expected to 
precede similar 
mobilisation 
exercises in the 
remaining four local 

warning against 
intimidation, 
harassment or any 
conduct capable 
of undermining 
peaceful political 
participation.

“We are not here 
to intimidate 
people,” Bassey 
said, stressing 
that the group’s 
activities must be 
guided by 
constructive 
engagement and 
its responsibility 
as a youth-driven 
political 
movement.

He directed 
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their grassroots 
engagements.

The Chairman of 
Ogoja Local 
Government 
Council, Chief 
Agbeh Christopher 
Eweh, welcomed 
the group’s 
mobilisation drive 
and encouraged 
members to 
extend their 
activities to other 
communities 
across the 
Northern 
Senatorial District.

The event ended 
with members 
chanting the 
group’s slogan, 
“Evidence! No 
noise, just proof!” 
and reaffirming 
their commitment 
to the APC’s “5 
over 5” campaign 
in Cross River 
State.

presenting the 
proposed deep 
seaport as an 
opportunity to 
attract investment, 
create jobs and 
expand the state’s 
economic 
prospects. He also 
claimed that 
Afreximbank had 
indicated support 
for the seaport 
project with about 
$3 billion in 
financing, a figure 
that was not 
independently 
verified in the 
information 
provided.

Ekeng commended 
the Otu 
administration for 
what he described 
as efforts to spread 
development 
across the state, 
particularly in the 
Northern Senatorial 
District, and urged 
members to 
communicate the 
administration’s 
achievements to 
residents during 

expected to make 
a collective 
declaration of 
support for the 
APC.

Ekeng called on 
residents to 
support Tinubu, 
Otu and other APC 
candidates in 
2027, citing 
developments 
such as the 
Calabar–Itu Road 
project, the 
Federal 
Government’s 
intervention in 
Cross River’s oil-
well dispute and 
the approval of 
the Bakassi Deep 
Seaport as 
reasons for the 
group’s political 
position.

He described the 
Calabar–Itu Road 
project as 
important to 
connectivity 
between Cross 
River and 
neighbouring 
states, while 
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NOA Provides Free Eye Care to Over 200 
C’River Teachers, Raises Rural Blindness 
Concerns

Southern 
Senatorial 
District, featured 
free vision 
screening, the 
distribution of 
about 200 
reading glasses 
and eye 

Association (NOA), 
Cross River State 
Chapter, as part of 
activities marking 
the 2026 World 
Sight Day in 
Calabar.

The outreach, 
organised for the 

ore than M200 
teachers 

in Cross River 
State have 
benefited from 
free eye care 
services provided 
by the Nigerian 
Optometric 

By Kingsley Agim



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2026

rural 
communities, 
warning that the 
manpower gap 
was leaving 
residents 
vulnerable to 
unqualified 
practitioners and 
preventable 
blindness.

Chukwu disclosed 
that Cross River 
State had only 
two optometrists 

targeted because 
of their crucial role 
in shaping 
children’s futures, 
noting that good 
vision was 
essential for 
effective learning 
and academic 
development.

She, however, 
expressed concern 
over the shortage 
of eye care 
professionals in 

medications, and 
training to equip 
teachers with the 
skills to identify 
early signs of 
visual impairment 
among pupils and 
students.

Speaking during 
the exercise, the 
State Chairperson 
of NOA, Dr. 
Ogechi Cecilia 
Chukwu, said 
teachers were 
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underserved 
communities.

The NOA 
chairperson cited 
a 2022 survey by 
the University of 
Calabar Teaching 
Hospital (UCTH), 
which estimated 
that about 
210,000 residents 
of Cross River 
State were living 
with visual 
impairment, with 
rural communities 
bearing a 
significant share 
of the burden.

She warned that 
limited access to 
qualified eye care 
professionals had 
left many rural 
residents relying 
on unqualified 
practitioners who, 
she said, often 
made incorrect 
diagnoses and 
prescribed 
harmful 
treatments that 
could result in 
irreversible 

Calabar in the 
Southern 
Senatorial Zone, 
but we have to pull 
optometrists from 
Calabar to serve 
other zones due to 
zero presence of 
professionals in 
those rural areas,” 
she said, urging 
the State 
Government to 
urgently recruit 
and deploy 
optometrists to 

in its civil service, 
describing the 
situation as 
alarming given 
the State’s 
geographical 
spread and the 
number of 
residents 
requiring 
professional eye 
care.

“Right now, we 
are carrying out 
outreach in 
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River to provide 
eye care services.

“Cross River is a 
vast state, and 
reaching many 
remote 
communities is 
extremely 
difficult. If 
UNICAL 
establishes a 
Department of 
Optometry, more 
indigenes can 
train locally, 
graduate and stay 
back to serve. 
That is the most 
effective way to 
lighten the 
burden on the 
few of us serving 
the entire State,” 
Chukwu added.

reaching qualified 
practitioners.

To address the 
manpower 
shortage in the 
long term, she 
appealed to the 
Vice-Chancellor of 
the University of 
Calabar to 
establish a 
Department of 
Optometry, saying 
local training 
would help 
produce more 
professionals to 
serve communities 
across the State.

She noted that 
although Arthur 
Jarvis University 
had recently 
introduced an 
optometry 
programme, a 
similar department 
at the University of 
Calabar would 
expand training 
opportunities for 
indigenes and 
encourage more 
graduates to 
remain in Cross 

blindness.

“During a recent 
outreach in Ekori, 
Yakurr Local 
Government Area, 
we identified 18 
blind individuals 
and 48 people 
with advanced 
cataracts 
requiring urgent 
surgery. These 
preventable cases 
are growing 
because eye 
problems are not 
caught early,” she 
lamented.

Chukwu stressed 
that early 
detection and 
timely treatment 
could prevent 
many cases of 
avoidable 
blindness. She 
called for 
improved access 
to professional 
eye care, 
particularly in 
remote 
communities 
where residents 
face difficulties 







O
n behalf of the Government and good people of Calabar South Local Government Council, I, 
Pst. Hon. Patrick Archibong, Executive Chairman, heartily celebrate His Excellency, Apostle 
Sen. Prince Bassey Edet Otu, the pragmatic, visionary and people-centred Governor of Cross 

River State. Your People First mantra has transcended a political slogan to become a purposeful 
philosophy of governance, placing the welfare, dignity and aspirations of Cross Riverians at the heart of 
government.

Through strategic investments in infrastructure, human empowerment, education, healthcare, 
agriculture, security, youth and women development, your administration is steadily rewriting the 
narrative of Cross River State, restoring hope, creating opportunities and bringing government closer to 
the people. As a grassroots administration, Calabar South proudly identifies with your vision, 
achievements and unwavering commitment to inclusive and people-oriented 
governance.

Your Excellency, we reaffirm our unalloyed solidarity and support for your 
administration and your developmental agenda. May Almighty God continue to grant 
you wisdom, strength, sound health and divine direction as you lead Cross River 
State to greater heights. When the people come first, development becomes a 
shared experience. We celebrate you, we honour you, and we stand with you.

Happy birthday your Excellency!

Pst. Hon. Patrick Archibong
Executive Chairman, Calabar South Local Government Council

CALABAR SOUTH LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL

CALABAR SOUTH CELEBRATES 

C
R

S
 P

R
O

JE
C

TS
 M

A
N

A
G

ER

A GOVERNOR OF IMPACT, A LEADER OF THE PEOPLE
AND A CHAMPION OF PROGRESS
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C'River, UNFPA Partner to Track Impact of 
Life Skills Education in TVET Centres

Held from 
October 7 to 8, 
2026, at the 
UNFPA Office in 
Calabar, the two-
day capacity-
building workshop 
was themed 
"Strengthening 
the Use of OOS-
CLSE Monitoring 
and Evaluation 
Tools." The 

collection, and 
reporting for the 
Out-of-School 
Comprehensive 
Life Skills 
Education (OOS-
CLSE) programme 
across selected 
Technical and 
Vocational 
Education and 
Training (TVET) 
centres in the 
State.

he Cross TRiver State 
Ministry of 

Education, in 
partnership with 
the United 
Nations 
Population Fund 
(UNFPA), has 
conducted a 
specialized 
training workshop 
to enhance 
monitoring, data 

By Itam Offor
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emphasizing that 
robust M&E 
frameworks are 
vital for 
strengthening 
vocational 
education and 
enhancing 
outcomes for 
young people.

In his remarks, 
the UNFPA Cross 
River Sub-Office 
Head of Office 
and Programme 
Coordinator, Dr. 

on behalf of the 
Commissioner for 
Education, Senator 
Professor Stephen 
Adi Odey, the 
Ministry’s Focal 
Person and 
Director of 
Education, Mrs. 
Evelyn Ogozi, 
commended 
UNFPA for its 
steadfast support. 
She described the 
training as both 
timely and 
transformative, 

initiative is 
designed to equip 
programme 
facilitators with 
practical skills to 
utilize monitoring 
and evaluation 
(M&E) 
instruments 
effectively, 
maintain precise 
records, ensure 
data integrity, and 
generate reliable 
insights for future 
decision-
making.Speaking 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2026

He revealed that 
the UNFPA-
backed OOS-CLSE 
initiative is 
currently active 
across five TVET 
centres in Cross 
River State, with 
phased 
expansions 
planned for 
additional centres 
as resources 
permit.

Dr. Kirima noted 

Ministry of 
Education is apt 
and welcome, 
reflecting our 
shared vision to 
ensure that the 
implementation of 
the out-of-school 
Comprehensive 
Life Skills 
Education 
programme in the 
state is evidence-
based through the 
TVET programme," 
Dr. Kirima stated.

Andrew Kirima, 
reaffirmed the 
organization's 
commitment to 
advancing 
evidence-based 
programming for 
out-of-school 
adolescents and 
youth.

"This partnership 
with the Cross 
River State 
Government 
through the 
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quality standards, 
confidentiality, 
and participant 
safeguarding. 

The sessions 
placed strong 
emphasis on 
consistent 
documentation to 
enhance 
oversight and 
institutional 
learning.

Participants 
engaged in 
hands-on group 
exercises focused 
on completing 
monitoring 

crucial for 
measuring 
progress and 
ensuring accurate 
activity and results 
reporting.

The training 
sessions were led 
by Dr. Toriola 
Femi-Adebayo, 
who facilitated 
practical 
demonstrations on 
the proper 
application of M&E 
tools, accurate 
data collection, 
age- and sex-
disaggregated 
reporting, data 

that the 
curriculum 
bridges vital gaps 
by pairing 
vocational 
training with 
essential life 
skills, 
empowering 
young people to 
make informed 
life choices, foster 
healthy 
relationships, and 
safeguard their 
personal 
wellbeing. 

He added that 
effective tracking 
mechanisms are 
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mandates.

This ongoing 
collaboration 
between UNFPA 
and the Cross 
River State 
Ministry of 
Education 
highlights a 
mutual dedication 
to transparency, 
accountability, 
and the enhanced 
delivery of life 
skills education 
for vulnerable 
youth across the 
State.

across 
participating 
centres.

Reflecting on the 
experience, 
participants 
including Comrade 
Archibong Bassey, 
Mrs. Onne Aho 
Ibia, and Mr. Ate 
Emmanuel praised 
the workshop's 
relevance, noting 
that it significantly 
deepened their 
understanding of 
monitoring and 
evaluation 

templates, 
capturing 
demographic 
metrics, and 
evaluating 
implementation 
milestones. 

These interactive 
sessions also 
provided a 
platform to 
address common 
reporting 
challenges and 
formulate 
strategies to 
elevate data 
consistency 
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C’River Government Extends Crackdown 
on Unapproved Schools to Three LGAs

ongoing efforts to 
sanitise the 
education sector, 
enforce 
compliance with 
established 
regulations and 
ensure acceptable 
standards for 
teaching and 
learning.

The 
Commissioner for 

Calabar 
Municipality, 
Odukpani and 
Yakurr.

The enforcement 
exercise, 
conducted by the 
Department of 
Quality Assurance 
in the Ministry of 
Education, is part 
of the 
government’s 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has extended its 
crackdown on 
unapproved 
schools to three 
local government 
areas, identifying 
15 schools 
operating without 
the required 
Approval to 
Operate (ATO) in 

By Patricia Ogbeche
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future of children 
remained 
paramount to the 
State 
Government, 
adding that no 
school should be 
allowed to 
operate outside 
the regulatory 
framework 
designed to 
protect learners 
and uphold 
educational 
standards.

The 

Odey stressed that 
the government 
remained 
committed to 
promoting quality 
education by 
ensuring that 
learners have 
access to safe, 
conducive and 
suitable 
environments that 
support effective 
teaching and 
learning.

He noted that the 

Education, 
Senator Professor 
Stephen Odey, 
Esq., said the 
exercise was not 
intended to witch-
hunt school 
proprietors but to 
ensure that every 
school operating 
in the State 
meets the 
prescribed 
requirements for 
establishing and 
managing 
educational 
institutions.
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Local Government 
Area: God’s First 
School Academy 
International 
School, Nko; 
Presbyterian 
Model Secondary 
School, Nko; New 
Spring 
International 
School, Nkpani; 
and Agoi Ibami 
Heritage School, 
Yakurr.

The Ministry of 
Education 
reiterated its 
commitment to 
enforcing 
compliance with 
school 
registration and 
operational 
requirements, 
assuring that 
quality assurance 
measures would 
continue across 
the State to 
protect learners 
and promote 
acceptable 
educational 
standards.

School, Slaughter, 
Nassarawa.

Others are 
Bridgeway Group 
of Schools, Town 
Hall, Obot Okho, 
Bacoco; Davdy 
Royal Schools, 16 
School Road, One 
Man Country; Help 
of Christian 
Schools, Road 2, 
after Save Side 
Hotel, One Man 
Country; and 
Flaglozy Secondary 
Schools, Ediba.

In Odukpani Local 
Government Area, 
the affected 
schools are Christ 
Infant Academy, 
Odukpani Central; 
Presbyterian 
Nursery/Primary 
School, Odukpani 
Central; and 
Apostolic Church 
Kings 
Nursery/Primary 
School, Esin Ufut, 
Adiabo.

Four schools were 
identified in Yakurr 

Commissioner 
warned that the 
enforcement 
exercise would 
continue across 
all 18 local 
government areas 
of the State until 
the objectives of 
the ongoing 
education sector 
clean-up were 
achieved.

In Calabar 
Municipality, eight 
schools were 
identified for 
operating without 
the required 
approval. They 
are Prestige 
International 
Nursery/Primary 
and Secondary 
School, M/M 
Highway; God’s 
Vision Standard 
School, No. 7 
Okanmba, 
Bacoco; Falcons 
Academy 
Nursery/Primary 
School, Slaughter, 
Nassarawa; and 
Falcons Academy 
Secondary 



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2026

C’River Marks World Egg Day, Highlights
Poultry Support, Rising Production Costs

Calabar, brought 
together 
government 
officials and 
industry 
stakeholders to 
examine the 
contribution of 
eggs to healthy 
living, food 
security and 
economic 

Egg Day 2026, 
highlighting the 
nutritional value of 
eggs, support for 
farmers and 
challenges 
confronting the 
poultry industry.

The celebration, 
held on Friday, 
October 9, in 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has reaffirmed its 
commitment to 
improving 
nutrition and 
strengthening 
poultry production 
as it joined the 
global community 
to celebrate World 

By Arit Ubi
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veterinary and 
vaccination 
services, farmer 
training and 
stronger market 
linkages under the 
Livestock 
Productivity and 
Resilience Support 
(L-PRES) 
programme. He 
also encouraged 
women and young 
people to 
participate in 
poultry farming 
and urged 
producers to 
adopt improved 
production 

an affordable 
source of high-
quality protein 
essential for 
healthy growth, 
physical strength, 
immunity and food 
security.

Ekpenyong outlined 
government 
interventions to 
strengthen poultry 
production, 
including support 
for hatcheries and 
feed mills through 
public partnerships, 
improved access to 
credit, enhanced 

development. The 
event was held 
under the theme, 
“Protein that 
Powers and 
Protects.”

Flagging off the 
celebration on 
behalf of 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu, the 
Commissioner for 
Livestock, 
Aquaculture and 
Fisheries 
Development, 
Chief Dr. Francis 
Edet Ekpenyong, 
described eggs as 
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Nigeria, Cross 
River State 
Chapter, Engr. 
Umagu Valentine, 
raised concerns 
over the rising 
cost of feed, 
flooding, limited 
access to finance 
and inadequate 
veterinary and 
technical services, 
which he said 
were placing 
considerable 
pressure on 
poultry farmers.

Umagu disclosed 

being. She noted 
that egg production 
also sustains 
livelihoods and 
stimulates local 
economic activities, 
stressing the 
importance of 
collaboration 
among 
government, 
researchers and 
producers to keep 
eggs accessible 
and affordable.

The Chairman of 
the Poultry 
Association of 

practices and 
biosecurity 
standards.

Earlier, the 
Director of 
Livestock, Mrs. 
Glory Ekpenyong, 
highlighted the 
nutritional 
benefits of eggs, 
describing them 
as a valuable 
source of essential 
nutrients that 
support muscle 
development, 
brain function and 
general well-
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Governor Otu for 
supporting the 
poultry industry 
and acknowledged 
efforts to improve 
access to 
vaccines, 
extension services 
and development 
opportunities 
through L-PRES.

As part of the 
celebration, the 
Ministry visited 
five schools to 

He called on the 
State Government, 
financial 
institutions and 
development 
partners to address 
the challenges 
confronting 
producers, 
particularly the 
high cost of feed 
and limited access 
to affordable credit. 
He also 
commended 

that feed 
accounted for 
more than 60 per 
cent of total 
production costs, 
warning that the 
burden threatened 
the sustainability 
of poultry 
businesses and 
farmers’ ability to 
maintain output, 
pay workers and 
ensure a steady 
supply of eggs to 
consumers.
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taking the 
awareness 
campaign to 
pupils, describing 
it as an 
opportunity to 
promote healthy 
eating habits from 
an early age. She 
encouraged 
parents to include 
eggs in their 
children’s diets, 
noting their 
contribution to 
physical and 
mental 
development.

develop strength, 
encouraging her 
classmates to eat 
them because they 
contained essential 
vitamins and 
minerals. Other 
pupils, including 
Greatness Osowo 
Okware Ogbey and 
Elizabeth Antoga 
Guim, also 
highlighted the 
nutritional benefits 
of eggs.

The Headteacher 
of the school, Mrs. 
Mary Okpene, 
commended the 
organisers for 

educate pupils on 
the nutritional 
benefits of eggs 
and encourage 
healthy eating 
habits. During an 
interactive session 
at the National 
Council of Women 
Societies (NCWS) 
School, pupils 
discussed the 
importance of 
eggs in their diets 
and their 
contribution to 
healthy growth.

One of the pupils, 
Daniella, said 
eggs helped 
children grow and 
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C’River Lands Ministry Celebrates Retired 
Permanent Secretary, Other Staff

tributes and 
goodwill 
messages, senior 
officials and heads 
of departments 
commended the 
retirees for their 
dedication, 
professionalism 
and commitment 
to public service. 
They highlighted 
their achievements 
and the lasting 
impact of their 
contributions to 
the Ministry over 
the years.

the Ministry.

The ceremony 
brought together 
management staff, 
heads of 
departments, family 
members and 
friends of the 
retirees to reflect on 
their professional 
journeys and 
acknowledge their 
roles in advancing 
the Ministry’s 
mandate.

In a series of 

he Cross TRiver State 
Ministry of 

Lands has 
celebrated its 
retired Permanent 
Secretary, ESV. 
Gold Okpo Ita, and 
other retired staff 
members at a 
special send-forth 
ceremony in 
recognition of their 
years of dedicated 
service and 
contributions to 
the growth and 
development of 

By Afiong Ndem
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duties. She 
stressed the 
importance of 
continuity and 
effective 
collaboration in 
maintaining the 
Ministry’s 
standards and 
ensuring that its 
work continues to 
contribute to the 
development of 
Cross River State.

The ceremony also 
provided an 
opportunity to 
reflect on the 
importance of 
experience, 

that their 
commitment had 
helped sustain the 
Ministry’s operations 
and advance its 
responsibilities 
within the state’s 
public service.

Nyiam also 
encouraged serving 
staff to draw 
lessons from the 
retirees’ 
professional 
journeys by 
upholding discipline, 
teamwork and a 
strong sense of 
responsibility in the 
discharge of their 

The new 
Permanent 
Secretary, Mrs. 
Philomena N. 
Nyiam, who 
represented the 
Commissioner for 
Lands, Dr. Erasmus 
Ekpang, at the 
event, commended 
the retirees for 
their years of 
dedicated service 
and contributions 
to the Ministry. 
She acknowledged 
the value of their 
experience and 
institutional 
knowledge, noting 
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fulfilment in 
retirement.

The send-forth 
ceremony served 
not only as a 
celebration of the 
retirees’ 
achievements but 
also as a reminder 
of the value of 
dedicated public 
service and the 
importance of 
recognising those 
who have 
contributed to 
institutional 
development.

of two deceased 
colleagues, paying 
tribute to their 
memories and 
recognising their 
contributions to the 
Ministry.

The event featured 
the presentation of 
gifts to the retirees 
as tokens of 
appreciation for 
their years of 
service and 
dedication. This was 
followed by the 
cutting of a 
commemorative 
cake and a toast to 
their health, 
happiness and 

institutional 
knowledge and 
teamwork in 
building an 
effective public 
service. 
Participants 
acknowledged the 
professional 
relationships and 
enduring bonds 
forged through 
years of working 
together in pursuit 
of the Ministry’s 
objectives.

A solemn moment 
was observed as 
participants stood 
for a minute’s 
silence in honour 
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C’River Shuts 20 More Illegal Schools 
in Education Sector Clean-up

operators.

The latest 
enforcement 
exercise, carried 
out by the 
Department of 
Quality Assurance 
in the Ministry of 
Education, 
underscores the 

Operate (ATO) in 
Calabar 
Municipality, 
Calabar South, 
Odukpani and 
Akamkpa Local 
Government Areas 
as it intensifies 
efforts to rid the 
education sector of 
unapproved 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has stepped up 
its crackdown on 
illegal schools, 
shutting down 20 
more institutions 
operating without 
the required 
Approval to 

By Patricia Ogbeche
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that the 
government 
would not 
compromise the 
future of children 
by allowing 
unapproved 
schools to 
operate 
unchecked.

Odey reaffirmed 
that the 
enforcement 
exercise would be 
extended to all 18 
local government 
areas of the 

that any school 
shut down for 
operating without 
the required 
approval must not 
reopen without 
official 
authorisation from 
the appropriate 
government 
authorities.

He stressed that 
proprietors who 
defy the closure 
order would face 
appropriate 
sanctions, adding 

government’s 
determination to 
ensure that all 
schools operate 
within the law 
and provide 
children with 
properly 
authorised and 
monitored 
learning 
environments.

Commissioner for 
Education, 
Senator (Prof.) 
Stephen Odey, on 
Friday, warned 
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affected schools 
are Impact Group 
of Schools, 112 
Atamunu; Gospel 
Beacon Academy, 
25 Etonko Street; 
and Divvy Bliss 
Schools, 71/73 
Eta Agbor, 
opposite the MTN 
office.

In Calabar South, 
the closed schools 
are Warriors Seed 
Academy, 8 Engo 

safeguarding 
pupils and 
students, 
upholding 
educational 
standards and 
ensuring that all 
schools meet the 
state’s regulatory 
requirements 
before 
commencing 
operations.

In Calabar 
Municipality, the 

state, 
demonstrating 
the government’s 
resolve to enforce 
compliance with 
established 
educational 
standards and 
protect learners 
from inadequately 
regulated 
institutions.

According to the 
Commissioner, 
the exercise is 
aimed at 
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School, Akim-
Akim; Sparkling 
Academy, Akim-
Akim, Qua Clan; 
Goodness 
Academy, Ayuk 
Aba, Akim-Akim; 
and Joanleff 
Excellent 
Institute, Old 
Pamol Clinic, 
Akim-Akim Road.

The five schools 
shut down in 
Akamkpa Local 
Government Area 

In Odukpani Local 
Government Area, 
the affected 
institutions are De-
Royal Academy 
School, Esine Ufot, 
Adiabo; Maria 
Assumpta 
Nursery/Primary 
School, Esine Ufot; 
Success Kids 
Nursery/Primary 
School, Esine Ufot, 
Adiabo; 
Delightsome 
International 

Street, off New 
Airport; Children 
of Promise 
Christian School, 
4 Ekong Lane, off 
New Airport; 
Future Amazing 
International 
Schools Limited, 
21 Amika Utuk, 
off Goldie; Glad 
Tidings Academy, 
15 Ene Ita Street; 
and Panorama 
International 
Schools, 10 Jebs 
Layout.
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pledged to 
sustain its 
monitoring and 
enforcement 
activities across 
all 18 local 
government areas 
to eliminate illegal 
school operations, 
protect the 
integrity of the 
education system 
and ensure that 
children receive 
education in 
approved learning 
environments.

urged school 
proprietors across 
the state to comply 
with established 
regulations and 
obtain the 
necessary approval 
before 
commencing 
operations, 
warning that 
failure to meet the 
requirements 
would attract 
appropriate 
sanctions.

The state 
government has 

are Creative Brain 
International 
School, Abi Mfam 
Camp 2; St. 
Luck’s Anglican 
Nursery/Primary 
School, Ndingane; 
Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 
Aningeje; Hot 
Brain Academy, 
Abiati; and 
Armour Christian 
International 
School, Abiati 
Road.

The Ministry of 
Education has 
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SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR
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nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 
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aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 



SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 
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accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 
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Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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