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Gov. Otu Bags Governor of the Year 
Award for Digital IGR Innovation

reforms in 
revenue 
generation in 
Nigeria.

Governor Otu 
received his 
award following 
the ceremony 
held in Lagos. He 
was represented 
at the event by 
the Commissioner 

Innovation at the 
Nigeria 
eGovernment 
Excellence Awards 
2026.

The award is in 
recognition of his 
administration's 
contributions to 
advancing digital 
governance and 
driving innovative 

ross River 

CState 
Governor, 

Senator Prince 
Bassey Edet Otu, 
has been 
honoured as 
Governor of the 
Year in Digital 
Revenue and 
Internally 
Generated 
Revenue (IGR) 

By Daniel Bebia



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 08, 2026

The award 
organizers noted 
that Cross River 
State has shown 
remarkable 
progress in 
leveraging digital 
tools to 
strengthen fiscal 
sustainability and 
promote 
accountability in 
public finance 
management.

improve 
governance, 
transparency and 
service delivery.

Governor Otu's 
recognition comes 
on the heels of 
deliberate reforms 
introduced by his 
administration to 
digitize revenue 
collection 
processes, block 
leakages, and 
improve the State's 
IGR profile through 
technology-driven 
solutions.

for Science and 
Technology, Dr. 
Justin Beshel, 
who received the 
award on his 
behalf.

The Nigeria 
eGovernment 
Excellence 
Awards celebrates 
leaders and 
institutions that 
have 
demonstrated 
outstanding 
commitment to 
deploying 
technology to 
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C'River Assembly Wants Probe Into 
Alleged Criminal Activities At Lemna 
Road Temporary Tanker Park

Temporary tanker 
park, has become 
a security and 
environmental 
threat to the host 
community.Accord
ing to the 
petitioners, the 
illegal activities at 
the facility include 
prostitution and 

Road, Calabar, 
following a petition 
by landlords and 
residents of the 
area.The petition, 
which was 
considered during 
plenary, alleged 
that the facility, 
originally 
established as a 

he Cross TRiver State 
House of 

Assembly has 
called for a 
thorough 
investigation into 
alleged criminal 
activities at the 
Temporary Tanker 
Park, Lemna 

By Itam Offor
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threat to public 
peace.In her 
contribution, Hon. 
Mercy Akpama 
commended the 
petitioners for 
approaching the 
Assembly. She 
expressed 
concern over the 
allegations 
emphasising that 
government has a 
duty to protect 
vulnerable 
persons from 
exploitation and 
called for 
thorough 

for urgent 
intervention by the 
House.The 
petitioners prayed 
the House to direct 
the Nigeria Police 
Force, National 
Intelligence 
Agency, NAPTIP, 
Homeland Security 
and other relevant 
agencies to 
conduct a joint 
investigation into 
the allegations, 
and to recommend 
demolition of all 
illegal structures  
which pose a 

sexual 
exploitation of 
young girls, illicit 
drug dealings, 
cultism, 
harbouring of 
suspected 
criminals, armed 
robbery, internet 
fraud and illegal 
foreign exchange 
activities.They 
further alleged 
that the park was 
being used for 
child trafficking, 
including the sale 
of newborn 
babies, and called 
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on-the-spot 
assessment of the 
area and raised 
concerns over its 
sanitary 
condition.Other 
lawmakers in 
their  
contributions 
stressed that, 
Cross River State 
is known for 
cleanliness, 
orderliness and 
tourism, adding 
that,  the 
allegations must 
be verified and 
appropriate legal 

streetlights, had 
been vandalised, 
worsening the 
security 
situation.The 
deputy Leader of 
the House, Hon. 
Davies Etta, noted 
that the facility 
was originally 
provided by the 
State Government 
as a temporary 
location for trailer 
drivers but had 
allegedly been put 
to uses beyond its 
intended purpose. 
He called for an 

investigation and 
appropriate 
sanctions. Also 
contributing, Hon. 
Thomas Aruku 
said he was 
familiar with the 
security 
challenges in the 
area as a 
resident, noting 
that movement 
around the 
vicinity at night 
had become 
difficult. He added 
that public 
infrastructure, 
including 
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House 
subsequently took 
an oversight visit 
to the area to 
ascertain the 
situation on 
ground. Members 
condemned the 
situation at the 
trailer park and 
vowed to ensure 
that things 
improve as soon 
as possible.

Assembly's 
commitment to 
assist the 
Executive provide 
good and effective 
governance to 
ensure a better 
Cross River 
State.He assured 
that the Assembly 
will liaise with 
relevant security 
agencies to 
investigate the 
petition and take 
necessary 
legislative action to 
address the 
problem.The 

and 
administrative 
actions taken 
where established 
.In his remarks, 
the Speaker, Rt. 
Hon. Elvert 
Ayambem, said 
the House will not 
condone any 
activity that 
threatens public 
safety and public 
health. He 
condemned the 
social vices being 
pepertated in the 
area while 
pledging the 10th 
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C’River NG-CARES Records N49.43bn, 
Sets Stage for Phase 2

River ranked 
second nationally 
and first in the 
South-South under 
NG-CARES 1.0, 
recording ₦49.43 
billion in total 
earnings and 
₦32.52 billion in 
reimbursements.

Egbelo gave the 
figures on Tuesday 

state’s strong 
performance under 
the first phase of 
the Federal 
Government-World 
Bank intervention.

State NG-CARES 
Coordinator and 
Secretary of the 
new committee, 
Chief Henry Egbelo, 
disclosed that Cross 

ross River 

CState 
Government 

has inaugurated 
the State Steering 
Committee for the 
implementation of 
Nigeria Community 
Action for 
Resilience and 
Economic Stimulus 
(NG-CARES) 2.0, 
following the 

By Ukongikwen Adie 
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Governor Otu 
charged members 
to build on the 
gains recorded 
under the first 
phase and ensure 
effective 
implementation of 
NG-CARES 2.0 in 
the overall interest 
of Cross River 
citizens.

Represented by 
Deputy Governor 
Peter Odey, the 
Governor said the 
programme was 
designed to 
strengthen existing 
social safety nets, 
provide livelihood 
support and 
improve 

Labour-Intensive 
Public Works 
component of the 
programme.

According to him, 
farmers across 
major value chains 
also benefited 
through FADAMA, 
while the 
Community and 
Social Development 
Agency 
implemented 
community 
infrastructure 
projects and eligible 
micro and small 
enterprises received 
grants.

Inaugurating the 
committee, 

at Government 
House, Calabar, 
during the 
inauguration of the 
State CARES 
Steering 
Committee by 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu, 
represented by his 
Deputy, Rt. Hon. 
Peter Odey.

He said the first 
phase supported 
vulnerable 
households 
through social 
protection 
interventions, 
while vulnerable 
youths and street 
sweepers were 
engaged under the 
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transparency and 
accountability 
while working to 
deliver effectively 
on its mandate 
and make the 
state proud.

Egbelo thanked 
the state 
government for its 
support and the 
enabling 
environment that 
contributed to the 
successful 
implementation of 
NG-CARES 1.0, 
saying the 
achievements 
demonstrated 
Cross River’s 
capacity to deliver 
development 
interventions 
targeted at 
improving 
livelihoods and 
strengthening 
economic 
resilience.

NG-CARES 2.0 in 
the state.

He urged members 
to approach their 
responsibilities with 
diligence, 
accountability and a 
strong sense of 
service, particularly 
by ensuring that 
programme benefits 
reach the intended 
beneficiaries.

Responding on 
behalf of the 
committee, 
Commissioner for 
Finance and 
Chairman, Dr. 
Michael Odere, 
thanked the 
Governor for the 
confidence reposed 
in the members and 
pledged prudent 
management of 
resources in strict 
compliance with 
NG-CARES 
objectives and 
guidelines.

Odere also assured 
that the committee 
would uphold 

agricultural value 
chains, among 
other interventions 
aimed at 
strengthening the 
economic 
resilience and 
wellbeing of 
vulnerable citizens.

He commended 
the State NG-
CARES 
coordinating team 
for its performance 
under the first 
phase and assured 
the newly 
inaugurated 
committee of the 
state government’s 
continued support 
to enable it deliver 
on its mandate.

Otu said the choice 
of experienced and 
competent 
individuals for the 
committee 
reflected the 
administration’s 
commitment to 
effective 
management and 
successful 
implementation of 
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C’River Directs Butchers to End Cash 
Payments, Strengthens Meat Safety 
Oversight

Tuesday when he 
received members 
of the Butchers 
Association on a 
courtesy visit to 
his office in 
Calabar.

Ekpenyong 
directed operators 
to pay all revenues 
directly into 
designated 
government 
accounts using 

revenue 
administration, 
public health 
oversight and the 
upgrading of 
slaughter facilities.

The Commissioner 
for Livestock, 
Aquaculture and 
Fisheries 
Development, Hon. 
Francis Edet 
Ekpenyong, gave 
the directive on 

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has directed 
slaughterhouse 
operators and 
butchers across 
the State to 
discontinue cash 
payments to 
unauthorised 
agents and third 
parties as part of 
measures to 
strengthen 

By Arit Ubi
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between the 
ministry and 
butchers to 
improve sanitary 
conditions at 
slaughterhouses 
and ensure that 
facilities meet 
appropriate 
standards for safe 
meat production.

The Personal 
Assistant to the 
Governor on 
Livestock 
Licensing, Mallam 
Nasiru Gombe, 
said the State 
Government was 
working to 

said.

He explained that 
the new payment 
system would 
promote 
transparency, 
eliminate revenue 
leakages and 
ensure that 
government 
resources were 
available for the 
upgrading and 
modernisation of 
slaughter facilities 
across the State.

The Commissioner 
also called for closer 
collaboration 

approved revenue 
codes, warning 
that payments to 
individuals or 
unauthorised third 
parties would no 
longer be 
recognised.

“Those legacy 
arrangements from 
the former Ministry 
of Agriculture are 
no longer valid. All 
payments must go 
directly into 
government-
designated 
accounts through 
the appropriate 
revenue codes,” 
the Commissioner 
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certification before 
slaughter to 
ensure that only 
safe meat gets to 
the public,” she 
said.

She added that the 
requirement 
applied to all 
slaughtering 
facilities, including 
those located 
within military 
establishments, 
noting that 
compliance was 
essential to 
guaranteeing safe 
meat for human 

and development 
loans.

Representing the 
Director of 
Veterinary Services, 
Dr. Jude 
Undiandeye, Dr. 
Regina Tambe 
stressed the 
importance of 
veterinary 
inspection in 
protecting public 
health.

“All animals must 
undergo proper 
veterinary 
inspection and 

streamline the 
livestock sector 
through proper 
licensing, 
registration and 
structured 
documentation.

Gombe said the 
planned central 
livestock database 
would provide a 
reliable record of 
legitimate 
operators while 
enabling registered 
members of the 
association to 
access government 
support, grants 
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forthcoming 
statewide 
registration and 
livestock database 
exercise.

The engagement is 
expected to 
strengthen 
government-
industry 
collaboration while 
laying the 
foundation for 
improved revenue 
accountability, 
safer meat 
production and 
upgraded 
slaughter facilities 
across Cross River 
State.

ministry. We are 
ready to work with 
the government and 
comply with the 
new system of 
direct payments,” 
Amon said.

Also speaking, Mr. 
Eyo Nsa 
commended the 
State Government 
for its attention to 
the welfare of 
livestock operators 
and pledged the 
association’s 
cooperation in 
maintaining hygiene 
at slaughtering 
slabs and 
supporting the 

consumption.

Responding, the 
Chairman of the 
Butchers 
Association, Mr. 
Peter Amon, 
commended the 
Commissioner for 
his open-door 
approach and 
expressed the 
association’s 
readiness to 
cooperate with the 
ministry.

“Our previous 
payment practices 
were based on the 
legacy structures 
we inherited from 
the former 
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C'River Assembly Passes Customary 
Court Bill 2026 Into Law, Introduces 
Judicial Reforms

stakeholders 
including the Chief 
Judge of the State, 
traditional 
institutions, 
customary court 
stakeholders and 
members of the 
public through a 
widely publicized 
public hearing.

He explained that 
the Bill seeks to 
reform the existing 
customary court 
system established 
under the 1976 
Law codified in 
2004, with the aim 
of strengthening 
customary justice 
administration, 
enhancing 
professionalism 
and improving 
record keeping 
across the State.

Key reforms in the 
new law include a 
provision that a 

House Committee 
on Judiciary, Public 
Service Matters, 
Public Petitions and 
Complaints 
Commission.

Presenting the 
report, the 
Chairman of the 
Committee, Rt. 
Hon. Davies Etta, 
said the Committee 
engaged relevant 

he Cross TRiver State 
House of 

Assembly has 
passed the Cross 
River State 
Customary Court 
Bill, 2026 into law.

The Bill was 
passed following 
the presentation 
and consideration 
of the report of the 
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matters 
appropriate for 
local 
determination, 
including gender-
based violence 
matters within the 
limits of the law.

After consideration 
of the report, the 
Bill was read for 
the third time and 
passed into law.

In his remarks, the 
Speaker of the 
Assembly, Rt. Hon. 
Elvert Ayambem, 
said the passage 
of the Bill marks a 
major step in the 
Assembly's 
commitment to 
judicial reform and 
improved access to 
justice at the 
grassroots. 

He commended 
members and 
stakeholders for 
their contributions 
to the legislative 
process.

members doubled 
as record keepers.

The law was 
restructured from 
two parts, 65 
sections and one 
schedule into 10 
parts, 66 sections 
and two schedules, 
to accommodate 
submissions from 
stakeholders. 

It covers 
establishment and 
jurisdiction of 
customary courts, 
proceedings, 
ancillary powers, 
control, transfer of 
cases, appeals, 
officers of the court, 
rules of court and 
miscellaneous 
provisions.

It also provides for 
the composition of 
the court to consist 
of a Chairman and 
two members, with 
provisions on 
quorum, tenure, 
and expanded 
jurisdiction to 
accommodate 

person appointed 
as Chairman of a 
Customary Court 
must be a legal 
practitioner with 
the requisite years 
of professional 
experience, to 
improve the quality 
of adjudication at 
the grassroots.

The law also 
provides minimum 
qualifications for 
other members of 
the court and 
improved 
conditions of 
service.

Another major 
reform is the 
introduction of 
proper court 
registers and 
systematic record 
keeping, where 
designated officers 
will be responsible 
for recording 
proceedings and 
maintaining official 
records, as against 
the old practice 
where the 
Chairman and 
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SUBEB Holds Zonal Basic Schools Sports 
Competition Across Three Senatorial 
Districts

Stadium, Calabar; 
Ikom Township 
Stadium, Ikom; 
and Ogoja 
Township 
Stadium, Ogoja, 
brought together 
pupils from basic 
education schools 
to compete in 
various sporting 

Education Schools 
Sports Zonal 
Competitions 
across the three 
senatorial districts 
of the state.

The competitions, 
which took place 
simultaneously at 
the U.J. Esuene 

he Cross TRiver State 
Universal 

Basic Education 
Board (SUBEB), in 
collaboration with 
the Universal 
Basic Education 
Commission 
(UBEC), has held 
the Basic 

By: Offiong Itang
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handling defeat 
with grace and 
rising above 
challenges.

“These values are 
essential in 
building strong 
character and 
responsible 
citizenship," she 
said.

She encouraged 
the pupils to give 
their best, 
support their 
colleagues and 

talents across the 
state.

Mrs. Ana noted 
that the occasion 
was not only about 
identifying the best 
athletes but also a 
celebration of 
health, teamwork 
and fair play. She 
emphasized that 
sports form an 
important part of 
basic education, as 
pupils learn 
valuable lessons 
on cooperation, 

activities.

The Director of 
Academic 
Services, Mrs. 
Caroline Ana, said 
the event 
provided an 
avenue for pupils 
to demonstrate 
their sporting 
abilities while 
promoting 
physical fitness, 
teamwork, 
discipline, healthy 
competition and 
the discovery of 
young sporting 
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cooperation, 
resilience and 
how to handle 
defeat with grace 
and rise again 
after a fall. 

According to him, 
these experiences 
help to build 
strong character 
and responsible 
citizens who will 
contribute 
positively to 
society.

Mr. Ozang 

Also speaking, the 
Director of Teacher 
Professional 
Development, Mr. 
Moses Ozang, 
emphasized that 
sports provide 
opportunities for 
pupils to develop 
important life skills 
beyond what is 
taught in the 
classroom.

He explained that 
through sports, 
children learn 

respect their 
opponents, 
stressing that 
every participant 
was a champion 
for showing up 
and making an 
effort.

She also 
acknowledged the 
contributions of 
teachers and 
coaches, 
appreciating their 
dedication in 
guiding, training 
and encouraging 
the young talents.



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 08, 2026

sack race and 
javelin, giving 
pupils the 
opportunity to 
demonstrate 
speed, 
endurance, agility 
and sporting 
talent.

all participants to 
ensure that the 
games remained 
safe, joyful and 
fair, while 
observing the rules 
guiding the various 
sporting activities.

Activities featured 
at the competitions 
included track and 
recreational events 
such as 100-metre, 
400-metre and 
800-metre races, 

encouraged the 
pupils to compete 
with confidence, 
cheer their 
friends and 
respect their 
opponents, 
stressing that 
true victory is 
measured not 
only by winning 
but also by effort 
and 
determination.

He further urged 
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C’River Sustains Education Sector Cleansing, 
Seals 14 Unapproved Schools in Calabar South

The exercise is 
aimed at 
protecting pupils 
and students by 
ensuring that 
educational 
institutions 
provide safe, 
conducive and 
standard 
environments for 
effective teaching 
and learning.

Ministry of 
Education through 
its Quality 
Assurance 
Department, the 
enforcement 
exercise,  is part of 
the government’s 
ongoing drive to 
sanitise the sector 
and ensure that 
schools across the 
State operate 
within approved 
standards.

he Cross TRiver State 
Government 

has sustained its 
cleansing of the 
education sector 
with the sealing 
of 14 schools in 
Calabar South 
Local Government 
Area for operating 
without the 
required Approval 
to Operate (ATO).

Carried out by the 

By Patricia Ogbeche
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He warned that 
any school sealed 
by government 
and reopened 
without 
authorisation 
would face 
appropriate 
sanctions, as the 
State would not 
allow operators to 
undermine the 
ongoing cleansing 
exercise.

The 
Commissioner 
said the 
enforcement 

operate.

Odey urged 
proprietors of 
unapproved 
schools to 
regularise their 
institutions by 
obtaining the 
necessary 
approval, stressing 
that compliance 
with established 
regulations was 
essential to 
maintaining 
standards in the 
education sector.

Speaking on the 
ongoing drive, 
Tuesday, the 
Commissioner for 
Education, 
Senator Professor 
Stephen A. Odey, 
said the 
continued 
enforcement was 
necessary to 
safeguard the 
future of learners 
and ensure that 
only schools that 
meet 
government’s 
requirements are 
permitted to 
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Famous Academy 
International 
School, 9 Orok 
Effiom Street; 
Glory Academy, 
14 Antigha 
Street; Aunty 
Febas Preparatory 
Schools, 38 Umo 
Orok Street; 
Treasure Kids 
Academy, Abasi 
Orok Street; and 
Emerald Bay 
School, 9 Abasi 
Orok Street.

Others are Great 
Destiny Kingdom 
Schools, 13 Ene 
Obong Street; 
Great 
Ambassadors, 8 
Otokang Street; 
Splended Nursery 
and Primary 
School, 15 Orok 
Effiom Street; 
Jubilant 
Montessori, 11/13 
Howell Street; 
and Ability 
International 
Schools, 31 Umoh 
Orok Street 
(Secondary).

simply about 
shutting down 
schools, but about 
creating an 
education system 
where children can 
learn in safe, 
properly regulated 
and conducive 
environments.

The 14 schools 
sealed in Calabar 
South are De-

would continue 
across the 18 
Local Government 
Areas of the State 
until illegal 
schools are 
identified and 
brought into 
compliance with 
the required 
standards.

According to him, 
the exercise is not 
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learners, while 
proprietors of 
affected schools 
are encouraged 
to regularise their 
operations 
through the 
appropriate 
government 
channels.

School, 25/27 Eyo 
Ita Street.

The State 
Government 
reiterated that the 
education sector 
cleansing would be 
sustained across 
the State, with 
emphasis on 
compliance, quality 
assurance and the 
protection of 

Also sealed were 
The River of God 
Academy, 31 
Umoh Orok Street 
(Secondary); 
Mary Melody N/P 
School, 46 Eyo 
Ita Street; Divine 
Golden 
Nursery/Primary 
School, 10 
Archibong Lane; 
and Vato-Gold 
Academy 
Nursery/Primary 
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Heartland Alliance Hands Over 
Operations to ECEWS, Begins Exit 
Transition

with the Cross 
River State 
Agency for the 
Control of AIDS 
(CR-SACA), where 
its State Lead, 
Ajah Igiriga, 
briefed the 
Director-General, 
Dr. Charles Iwara, 

structures under 
its care to the 
Excellence 
Community 
Education Welfare 
Scheme (ECEWS).

The organisation 
disclosed this 
during a briefing 

he THeartland 
Alliance has 

commenced its 
transition process 
in Cross River 
State, with plans 
to hand over 
patients and 
relevant 

By Asari Eso
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process.

Dr. Iwara urged 
that every patient 
be properly 
transferred to 
ECEWS, while 
relevant 
structures are 
adequately 
captured to 
prevent gaps in 
care and ensure a 
smooth transition.

He expressed 
confidence in the 
capacity of 

patients currently 
under the care of 
Heartland Alliance 
would be handed 
over to ECEWS to 
ensure continuity 
of care.

Responding, the 
Director-General of 
CR-SACA, Dr. 
Charles Iwara, 
stressed that 
continuity of care 
remains the most 
critical 
consideration in 
the transition 

on the transition 
process.

Igiriga said 
Heartland Alliance 
would ensure that 
all activities and 
services it had 
been providing 
are properly 
captured in 
relevant systems 
and incorporated 
into the State's 
response as the 
transition 
progresses.

He added that all 
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CR-SACA and 
ECEWS to 
coordinate the 
transition and 
ensure that 
patients and 
structures are 
properly handed 
over without 
disruption to care.

that the 
organisation would 
do its best to 
ensure seamless 
continuity of care 
throughout the 
transition.

The engagement 
provided an 
opportunity for 
Heartland Alliance, 

ECEWS to take 
over and sustain 
the necessary 
care and support 
services.

Also speaking, Dr. 
Joseph Umana of 
ECEWS assured 
that the patients 
would be in good 
hands, adding 
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C’River CJ Orders Etung Criminal Cases 
to Effraya
By Kingsley Agim
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Optometrists Raise Alarm Over 
Quackery, Shortage of Manpower

River State 
Chapter, Dr. 
Ogechi Cecilia 
Chukwu, the 
professionals 
appealed for 
stronger 
government 
support for the 
employment and 
deployment of 
optometrists, 
particularly in 
underserved 
communities, as 

courtesy visit to 
the Commissioner 
for Information 
and Orientation, 
Pastor Ekpenyong 
Cobham, ahead of 
the 2026 World 
Sight Day 
celebration.

Speaking through 
the Chairperson of 
the Nigerian 
Optometric 
Association, Cross 

ptometrists 

Oin Cross 
River State 

have raised alarm 
over rising 
quackery and 
shortage of 
manpower in eye 
care delivery in 
the State.

The practitioners 
raised the 
concern in 
Calabar during a 

By Daniel Nsa and Eme Edet
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Association's plan 
to mark World 
Sight Day on 
Thursday, 
October 9, 2026, 
with eye-health 
education and 
vision screening 
for teachers, 
whom she 
described as the 
most neglected 
group, while 
equipping them 
to identify 
possible visual 
challenges among 
their pupils and 
students.

She described eye 
health as a public 
health concern 

unqualified 
practitioners.

Dr. Chukwu further 
appealed to the 
Ministry of 
Information and 
Orientation to use 
its media platforms 
to educate Cross 
Riverians on eye 
health and the 
dangers of 
patronising 
quacks, stressing 
that public 
enlightenment is 
essential to the 
fight against eye-
care quackery.

She also 
announced the 

well as the 
integration of 
eye-care services 
into primary 
healthcare.

She disclosed that 
the shortage of 
optometrists 
remains a major 
concern and 
stressed the need 
to improve access 
to qualified eye-
care 
professionals, 
warning that 
residents could be 
exposed to 
serious health 
risks when they 
continue to 
patronise 
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advising the 
Association to 
formally 
communicate its 
manpower needs 
to Governor 
Bassey Edet Otu, 
which he 
promised to 
personally 
present and 
facilitate further 
discussions with 
relevant 
authorities.

Information and 
Orientation, Pastor 
Ekpenyong Ene 
Cobham, assured 
the Association 
that the Ministry 
would provide 
visibility for its 
programmes 
through 
government media 
platforms and 
collaborate with 
the NOA on public 
enlightenment 
campaigns.

Cobham also 
backed the call for 
more optometrists, 

and commended 
the State 
Government for 
enacting the 
Health Anti-
Quackery 
(Prohibition) Law, 
but urged 
Government to 
move beyond 
legislation by 
creating greater 
public awareness 
and ensuring its 
effective 
enforcement and 
implementation.

Responding, the 
Commissioner for 
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C’River CJ Orders Etung Criminal Cases 
to Effraya

all new criminal 
matters arising 
from Etung be 
filed at Effraya, 
irrespective of the 
distance involved.

Contained in 
Chief Registrar’s 
Circular No. 7-
2026, dated June 
29, 2026, the 
directive was 
signed by the 

from Etung Local 
Government Area 
from courts in 
Ikom to the Etung 
Chief Magistrate’s 
Court, Effraya.

Justice Ikpeme 
also directed that 

ross River 

CState Chief 
Judge, Hon. 

Justice Akon B. 
Ikpeme, has 
ordered the 
transfer of all 
pending criminal 
cases originating 

By Kingsley Agim
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mandated to 
ensure 
compliance with 
the directive and 
monitor the 
handling of 
affected cases.

Judicial officers, 
police authorities, 
prosecuting 
agencies and staff 
within the 
affected 
jurisdictions were 
consequently 
directed to take 
note and comply 
with the new 
filing 
arrangement.

The directive 
places Etung 
criminal cases 
firmly within the 
appropriate 
judicial division, 
while giving the 
Effraya 
Magistrate’s Court 
a clearer and 
more active role 
in administering 
justice in the 
area.

irrespective of 
distance,” while 
matters originating 
from Ikom should 
remain in Ikom.

The directive is in 
line with Section 
92(1) of the Cross 
River State 
Administration of 
Criminal Justice 
Law, 2016.

All Etung matters 
currently pending 
in Ikom courts are 
to be transferred 
to Etung forthwith, 
while subsequent 
cases from the 
area must be filed 
at Effraya.

According to the 
circular, the 
arrangement is 
intended “to keep 
Magistrate’s Court 
in Etung busy and 
prevent 
redundancy.”

For effective 
implementation, 
the Administrative 
Magistrate was 

Chief Registrar, 
Iquo B. Ekanem, 
Esq.

It followed a 
complaint brought 
before the Chief 
Judge by the 
Legal Adviser of 
Etung Local 
Government 
Council, Daniel 
Enage Mgbe, 
Esq., in a letter 
dated June 18, 
2026.

According to the 
circular, 
prosecuting 
agencies in Ikom 
had “consistently” 
filed criminal 
complaints arising 
from Etung in 
Ikom “instead of 
Effraya,” citing 
distance and 
convenience.

Justice Ikpeme 
consequently 
directed that “all 
matters 
emanating from 
Etung must be 
filed at Effraya 
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Indeed, Gov Otu Has “Failed”!
PART (1)

extraordinary new 
standard of public 
administration, it 
matters little 
whether a road 
exists, whether a 
bridge carries 
traffic, whether a 
hospital functions, 
whether a school 
is safe or whether 

monumentally, the 
most rigorous 
examination 
apparently known 
to contemporary 
opposition politics in 
Cross River — the 
Commissioning 
Ceremony Test.

By this 

 cannot agree Imore with the 
factional PDP 

support group in 
Cross River and, 
indeed, its 
factional 
governorship 
candidate that 
Governor Bassey 
Otu has “failed”! 
He has failed, 

By Linus Obogo



CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

CROSS RIVER DAILY NEWS

CALABAR, NIGERIA

M O I & ON E W S R O O MN E W S R O O MN E W S R O O M

NEWS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 08, 2026

fascinating theory 
of development, 
and perhaps the 
first in which 
scissors have 
acquired greater 
developmental 
significance than 
bulldozers.

But beneath the 
satire is a serious 
question: what 
exactly should 
constitute 
evidence of 
governance? 

By the May 29, 
2025 anniversary 
address, the Otu 
administration had 
had more than 80 
kilometres of roads 
constructed or 
rehabilitated, while 
the broader road-
and-bridge 
portfolio was 
estimated at about 
200 kilometres.

Whatever 
reasonable dispute 
may exist over 
figures, quality, 
completion or cost, 

And a measurable 
improvement in 
security is 
apparently 
worthless unless 
accompanied by a 
parade, a podium, a 
bouquet and the 
obligatory 
photograph of 
political dignitaries 
smiling beneath a 
banner. 

Yes, Governor Otu 
has indeed “failed”.

He must therefore 
be told, in the 
strongest possible 
language, that in 
this new opposition 
catechism, the 
commissioning 
ceremony has 
become more 
important than the 
commission itself; 
the photograph 
more valuable than 
the project; the 
ribbon more 
consequential than 
the road. 

This must be a 

a community can 
finally sleep 
without fear.

The decisive 
question is much 
simpler: Has 
somebody cut a 
ribbon? If not, the 
project apparently 
does not exist.

Thus, a road 
connecting 
previously isolated 
communities is a 
mirage until the 
Governor arrives 
with scissors. 

A bridge carrying 
farmers, traders, 
schoolchildren and 
patients across a 
river remains a 
“white elephant” 
until a plaque is 
unveiled. 

A renovated health 
facility is 
presumably still 
dilapidated if there 
was no 
photographer 
present when the 
paint dried. 
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road. 

The trader does 
not sell the 
commissioning 
photograph. She 
sells her goods. 

The student does 
not cross the 
bridge because a 
plaque has been 
unveiled. The 
student crosses it 
because the bridge 
is there. 

The patient does 
not recover 
because a 
government 
delegation 
commissioned a 
clinic. The patient 
benefits because 
the clinic 
functions. That is 
the inconvenient 
difference between 
governance and 
political theatre.

Junction and the 
East-West Boki 
corridor forms part 
of the wider effort 
to reconnect 
communities. 

The Oban–Nsan 
Road in Akamkpa, 
stretching 
approximately 29.87 
kilometres and 
currently under 
construction, 
belongs to the same 
infrastructure story.

Now, perhaps the 
opposition would 
prefer that none of 
these roads count 
until the Governor 
has stood at each 
location, scissors in 
hand, while a brass 
band performs the 
appropriate fanfare. 
But there is a small 
problem with that 
theory. 

The farmer does 
not drive to the 
commissioning 
ground. 

He drives on the 

the underlying 
reality cannot be 
wished away by 
partisan rhetoric: 
infrastructure 
interventions have 
been undertaken 
across 
communities that 
had endured years 
of neglect.

Roads around 
Ukelle, Nfom, 
Okpoma and 
adjoining 
communities have 
witnessed renewed 
intervention. 

The administration 
commenced the 
10-kilometre Ndok 
Junction–Mbube–O
kubushuyu Road in 
2025. The long-
abandoned 
Adiabo–Ikoneto 
corridor, including 
difficult bridge 
sections, is being 
constructed. 

In Bekwarra, work 
around the 
Ochagbe, 
Afrike–Ugboro 
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Gov Otu's People-first Agenda In Cross 
River: Rural Roads, Healthcare, 
Tourism And Feedback

From a 10-
kilometre rural 
road in Bekwarra, 
to a 40-bed 
hospital in Idum-
Mbube and 
renewed efforts to 
reposition the 
Obudu Ranch 
Resort as an 
international 
tourism 

Bekwarra, Ogoja 
and Obudu Local 
Government Areas 
in the Northern 
Senatorial District 
offer a glimpse into 
efforts to make that 
transition under 
Governor Bassey 
Otu's 
administration.

here is a 

Tpoint in 
governance 

when promises 
must move beyond 
campaign rhetoric 
to take physical 
shape in the lives 
of citizens.

Recent 
developments in 

SECTORAL 
STRIDES

HEALTH 

INSURANCE

By Ukongikwen Adie Nzuanke
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of Bekwarra LGA, 
Hon. Egbung 
Odama, described 
Governor Otu as a 
promise-keeper 
and welcomed the 
intervention as a 
response to a long-
standing 
infrastructural 
need.

In Idum-Mbube, 
Ogoja Local 
Government Area, 
Deputy Governor 
Odey performed 
the 
groundbreaking for 
the 40-bed 
Oturikang Hospital, 
an initiative 
established 
through his 
personal 
intervention.

He described the 
project as more 
than a ceremonial 
groundbreaking, 
assuring residents 
that construction 
would commence 
immediately.

agenda.

According to him, 
the road will 
improve access to 
rural communities, 
facilitate the 
movement of 
agricultural produce, 
stimulate 
commerce, 
strengthen access 
to healthcare and 
education, and 
create new 
economic 
opportunities.

Odey urged the 
contractor to 
engage qualified 
local labour and 
source materials 
locally where 
practicable, while 
calling on 
community leaders 
and youths to 
support the 
contractor and 
create an 
environment 
conducive to timely 
completion.

In appreciation, the 
Executive Chairman 

destination, an 
emerging pattern 
of development 
built around 
connectivity, 
welfare, economic 
opportunity and 
investment is 
taking shape.

The flag-off of the 
10-kilometre 
Ugboro–Ukpah–Afri
ke Road in 
Bekwarra 
represents more 
than just another 
road project. For 
communities along 
the corridor, the 
road has the 
potential to 
transform their 
economic fortunes.

Representing 
Governor Otu at 
the flag-off, 
Deputy Governor 
Peter Odey 
described the 
project as another 
milestone in the 
implementation of 
the 
administration's 
People First 
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During a banquet 
in honour of 
Foreign Defence 
Advisers and 
Defence Attachés 
visiting Cross River 
State, Deputy 
Governor Odey 
used the occasion 
to articulate the 
state's tourism and 
investment 
position.

His message was 
straightforward: 
Cross River's 
natural 
endowments 
should not merely 
be admired; they 
should be 
converted into 
sustainable 
economic 
opportunities.

The 
administration's 
effort to revitalise 
and reposition the 
Obudu Ranch 
Resort as a world-
class tourism 
destination is part 
of a larger 

At the same 
ceremony, Dr. Odey, 
who is also Lekwel 
E' Mbe 1 of Mbube, 
reiterated the state 
government's 
commitment to 
ongoing 
infrastructure 
projects, including 
the Ndok-Mbube 
Road and the 
proposed extension 
towards Utugwang.

The message from 
the community was 
therefore not simply 
gratitude for one 
project, but an 
expectation that 
individual 
interventions would 
become part of a 
wider development 
corridor linking 
roads, healthcare, 
commerce and 
communities.Perhap
s nowhere is the 
administration's 
ambition for 
economic 
transformation more 
visible than in 
Obudu.

The facility is 
intended to 
provide quality, 
accessible 
healthcare to 
residents of Idum 
and neighbouring 
communities, 
reducing the 
burden of 
travelling long 
distances for 
medical attention.

 The Deputy 
Governor also 
committed ₦100 
million towards 
commencement of 
construction.

The intervention is 
significant because 
it combines public 
leadership with 
personal 
philanthropy and 
community 
development.Tradit
ional authorities in 
Idum welcomed 
the initiative, 
describing it as 
capable of making 
a direct difference 
in the lives of 
residents.
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priorities.

That convergence 
of tourism and 
international 
engagement is 
important.

For Cross River 
State, the objective 
is no longer simply 
to attract tourists 
for short visits. The 
larger ambition is 
to build a 
destination capable 
of attracting 
investment, 
partnerships and 
sustained 
economic activity.

The tourism 
conversation also 
reinforces security 
as a pillar of 
Governor Otu's 
development 
strategy.

By emphasising 
Cross River's 
peaceful 
environment 
before an 
international 
audience, the 

opportunity. 

The state was able 
to showcase its 
tourism assets while 
simultaneously 
presenting its 
security 
environment and 
investment 
potential.

The delegation's 
programme included 
a guided tour of the 
resort, cultural 
displays, a bonfire 
ceremony and 
presentation of 
souvenirs.

The Chief of 
Defence 
Intelligence, Lt. 
Gen. Emmanuel 
Parker Undiandeye, 
represented by 
Major General 
Ojogbane Adegbe, 
said the visit was 
designed to expose 
the foreign defence 
representatives to 
Nigeria's geography, 
culture, security 
environment and 
development 

economic strategy.

Tourism has the 
potential to 
generate 
employment, 
stimulate 
hospitality and 
transportation 
businesses, attract 
investment and 
increase Cross 
River's visibility 
beyond Nigeria.

Odey also linked 
tourism 
development to 
peace and security, 
presenting Cross 
River as a peaceful 
and secure 
environment 
capable of 
supporting 
investment and 
international 
engagement.

The presence of 
Foreign Defence 
Advisers and 
Defence Attachés 
at Obudu provided 
an unusual but 
important 
diplomatic 
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Otu reaffirmed that 
public feedback 
remains an 
indispensable pillar 
of good 
governance, 
describing citizens' 
participation as 
critical to building 
a responsive, 
accountable and 
people-centred 
government.

The Governor's 
position was 
conveyed by 
Deputy Governor 
Odey, who 
represented him at 
the Public 
Advocacy Summit 
themed, "The Role 
of the People in 
the People's 
Government: 
Institutionalizing 
the Feedback 
Mechanism," 
organised by the 
Special Adviser to 
the Governor on 
Content 
Development and 
Archiving.

Declaring the 

has represented 
Governor Otu at 
major projects and 
diplomatic 
engagements, but 
his interventions 
have also 
increasingly 
reflected a distinct 
emphasis on 
community 
participation, local 
content and direct 
human impact.

At Bekwarra, the 
emphasis was on 
opening up rural 
communities and 
strengthening 
economic activity.

At Idum-Mbube, it 
was healthcare and 
personal investment 
in community 
welfare.

At Obudu, the 
emphasis shifted to 
tourism, 
international 
partnerships, 
security and 
investment.

Similarly, Governor 

administration 
effectively 
presented security 
as part of the 
state's economic 
infrastructure.

That is a strategic 
shift in how 
development is 
understood. 
Security is not 
merely a law-and-
order issue; it is a 
prerequisite for 
tourism, 
agriculture, 
commerce and 
investment.

At the centre of 
several of these 
engagements is 
Deputy Governor 
Rt. Hon. Dr. Peter 
Agbe Odey, whose 
public interventions 
have increasingly 
provided a window 
into the 
administration's 
broader 
development 
philosophy.

As Deputy 
Governor, Odey 
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through isolated 
projects. 

Healthcare facilities 
require roads to 
connect the 
communities they 
serve. 

Tourism requires 
roads, security and 
hospitality 
infrastructure. 
Agriculture 
requires access 
roads to markets. 
Investment 
requires 
stability.Governor 
Otu's development 
philosophy appears 
increasingly 
anchored on a 
simple proposition: 
put people at the 
centre, build the 
infrastructure that 
connects them to 
opportunities, 
invest in their 
welfare, and create 
conditions for 
private enterprise 
and international 
partnerships to 
flourish.

placing the welfare 
of Cross Riverians at 
the heart of 
governance.

He emphasised that 
the voice of the 
people remains a 
key measure of 
purposeful 
leadership, noting 
that the 
administration 
consistently reviews 
its policies in 
response to citizens' 
feedback. 

He therefore 
encouraged political 
office holders to 
sustain regular town 
hall meetings to 
remain connected to 
the needs and 
aspirations of the 
people.

The common 
denominator in all 
these engagements 
is PEOPLE.

That consistency is 
important because 
development is 
rarely achieved 

summit open at 
the Metropolitan 
Hotel, Calabar, 
Odey said the 
People First 
administration 
recognises public 
feedback as a vital 
instrument for 
shaping policies 
and programmes, 
stressing that 
governance is most 
effective when it 
reflects the 
aspirations and 
concerns of the 
people.

He noted that 
democracy extends 
beyond the 
electoral process, 
stressing that 
continuous 
engagement 
between 
government and 
citizens fosters 
trust, 
accountability and 
inclusive 
development, while 
describing the 
People First mantra 
as a deliberate 
commitment to 
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The Frontier Shield: How Cross River 
Is Restructuring Its Livestock Empire 
From The Borders Out

transboundary 
animal diseases. 
Today, that 
vulnerability meets 
a high-tech wall of 
biosecurity.

The Federal 
Government has 
officially 
commissioned 
Nigeria's inaugural 

dismantled.

For decades, open 
borders meant 
invisible risks: 
thousands of cattle, 
goats and sheep 
moving across 
regional boundaries 
largely unchecked, 
carrying the silent 
threat of 

t the quiet Aedge of 
Etung Local 

Government Area, 
along the lush 
corridor of Cross 
River State, a 
long-standing 
vulnerability in 
West African 
agriculture is 
finally being 
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12 international 
border animal 
holding and 
quarantine centres 
slated for 
construction across 
Nigeria's strategic 
livestock corridors, 
with upcoming 
sites earmarked 
for Adamawa, 
Borno, Yobe, 
Jigawa, Kano, 
Sokoto, Niger and 
Kebbi States.

Conceived under 
the Innovation and 
Institutional 
Systems 
Strengthening 
component of the 
World Bank-
supported L-PRES 
Project, the facility 
directly supports 
the statutory 
mandate of the 
Nigeria Agricultural 
Quarantine Service 
(NAQS).

According to Dr. 
Sanusi Abubakar, 
National 
Coordinator of the 
L-PRES Project, the 

"This facility 
demonstrates the 
Federal 
Government's 
commitment to 
transforming 
Nigeria's livestock 
industry into a 
modern, resilient, 
productive and 
globally competitive 
sector," Dr. Maiha 
emphasised.

Every head of 
livestock crossing 
through the Nfum 
corridor will now 
undergo a strict 
diagnostic protocol: 
entry reception, 
temporary 
quarantine, health 
inspection, 
documentation and 
biosecurity 
certification before 
gaining entry into 
the domestic 
market.

The Nfum facility is 
merely the 
vanguard. 

Dr. Maiha revealed 
that it is the first of 

Border Animal 
Holding and 
Quarantine Facility 
in Nfum, Ajaso 
Clan. 

Built under the 
World Bank-
assisted Livestock 
Productivity and 
Resilience Support 
(L-PRES) Project, 
the state-of-the-art 
complex marks a 
tangible milestone 
in President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu's 
Renewed Hope 
Agenda for the 
newly established 
Federal Ministry of 
Livestock 
Development.

Commissioning the 
complex, the 
Minister of 
Livestock 
Development, Dr. 
Idi Mukhtar Maiha, 
framed the Nfum 
site not merely as 
physical 
infrastructure, but 
as a structural 
turning point.
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commerce, 
creating 
sustainable, 
gender-inclusive 
livelihoods for 
livestock traders, 
women 
entrepreneurs and 
local workers.

At the operational 
helm in Cross 
River State, state-
level project 
execution and 
professional 
veterinary 
oversight are 
unified under the 
single leadership 
of Dr. Undiandeye 
Jude.

Serving 
concurrently as the 
Director of 
Veterinary Services 
in the Ministry of 
Livestock, 
Aquaculture and 
Fisheries 
Development and 
the State Project 
Coordinator for the 
L-PRES Project, Dr. 
Undiandeye 
directly bridges 

to the State 
Government, Prof. 
Anthony Owan-
Enoh, commended 
the Federal 
Government for 
locating the 
landmark project in 
Cross River and 
assured federal 
authorities of the 
state's total 
commitment to 
protecting the 
investment.

Crucial to this 
partnership is 
Governor Otu's 
People First 
Agenda, which 
places heavy 
emphasis on 
gender-responsive 
development, social 
inclusion and 
economic 
empowerment.

As Cross River 
continues to expand 
opportunities across 
all socio-economic 
sectors, the new 
facility is positioned 
to stimulate border-
community 

vision extends well 
beyond basic 
quarantine.

It involves 
geospatial tracking 
— integrating 
technology to 
provide pastoral 
advisory services 
and map herds — 
and traceability 
integration that 
generates critical 
entry data for 
rapid response to 
regional disease 
outbreaks.

Aligning with 
Governor Bassey 
Otu's People First 
Agenda, the 
strategic siting of 
the facility in Cross 
River State 
underscores the 
powerful alignment 
between federal 
priorities and the 
state government's 
vision.

Representing the 
Governor, Senator 
Prince Bassey Edet 
Otu, the Secretary 
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initial three-
hectare land 
donation, urged 
the inclusion of 
local host-
community youths 
and women in 
operational staffing 
to promote 
genuine 
community 
ownership.

As regional 
commerce under 
the African 
Continental Free 
Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) 
accelerates, the 
Nfum facility 
establishes a clear 
standard: Nigeria 
is securing its 
borders, protecting 
its food systems 
and building an 
inclusive, modern 
livestock supply 
chain ready for the 
global stage.

leap forward, 
operational leaders 
are already focused 
on scaling the site 
to maximum 
capacity.

Speaking on behalf 
of the Comptroller-
General of NAQS, 
Dr. Vincent Isegbe, 
Assistant 
Comptroller-General 
Dr. Tekla 
Ekechukwu 
highlighted key 
expansion 
requirements, 
including full 
perimeter fencing, 
enhanced grid 
integration and 
sustained supplies 
of specialised 
veterinary 
chemicals.

Echoing these 
points, the 
Executive Chairman 
of Etung LGA and 
the Paramount 
Ruler of Etung, His 
Royal Majesty 
Ambassador 
Anthony Ntui Etta, 
who facilitated the 

local World Bank 
project 
implementation 
with state 
veterinary 
biosecurity.

Dr. Undiandeye 
identified 
transboundary 
animal diseases as 
one of the most 
persistent threats 
confronting 
Nigeria's livestock 
sector. 

Leveraging his 
dual mandate, he 
outlined key 
strategies to 
ensure long-term 
operational impact, 
including directing 
both state L-PRES 
implementation 
and veterinary 
regulatory checks 
to ensure seamless 
disease interdiction 
and border 
biosecurity.

While the 
commissioning 
marks an 
unprecedented 
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The Mensah Push: A New Blueprint 
For Environmental Renewal

state in Nigeria, a 
reputation it once 
proudly held.

Tasked with 
realising the 
Ministry's vision of 
becoming Nigeria's 
reference point in 
environmental 
standards and 

inherited a portfolio 
sitting at the 
intersection of 
public health, urban 
development, 
climate vulnerability, 
and sanitation — 
one central to the 
state's ambition of 
reclaiming its status 
as the cleanest 

hen Barr WBassey 
Offiong 

Mensah assumed 
responsibility for 
the Cross River 
State Ministry of 
Environment 
following the July 
2026 cabinet 
reshuffle, he 

By Sylvia Okoi
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behaviour. He has 
challenged Cross 
Riverians to take 
personal 
responsibility for 
their surroundings, 
insisting that 
environmental 
cleanliness must 
extend beyond the 
monthly sanitation 
day, and has 
consistently called 
on residents to 
end indiscriminate 
refuse dumping 
and maintain clean 
surroundings.

That philosophy 
also underpins the 
Ministry's plans to 
strengthen 
enforcement 
around major 
markets, including 
the proposed 
deployment of 
mobile courts to 
address persistent 
environmental 
violations.

Perhaps the most 
visible dimension 
of Mensah's 
approach has been 

responsibility.

The Commissioner's 
activities to date 
reveal a philosophy 
built around 
cleanliness, 
enforcement, 
prevention, public 
engagement, and 
partnership 
Environmental 
sanitation has been 
one of Mensah's 
earliest and most 
visible priorities. 

At the August 2026 
statewide sanitation 
exercise, he 
personally inspected 
compliance and 
expressed concern 
over residents who 
continued trading 
and playing football 
during the restricted 
hours of 7:00 a.m. 
to 10:00 a.m.

For Mensah, 
sanitation cannot 
remain an 
occasional 
government 
exercise — it must 
become part of 
residents' everyday 

practice, 
promoting public 
health and socio-
economic 
development 
through 
sustainable 
initiatives aimed at 
a circular economy 
— Mensah is 
taking the 
campaign for a 
cleaner, safer, and 
greener Cross 
River beyond 
rhetoric.

Though the 
assignment 
appeared 
daunting, the new 
Commissioner has, 
within a relatively 
short period, 
established a 
pattern of 
intervention that 
suggests an 
administration 
determined to 
move 
environmental 
management from 
periodic 
enforcement to a 
sustained culture 
of environmental 
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appropriated at 
will — an 
important 
dimension of the 
drive to restore 
order while 
preserving 
Calabar's urban 
character.

Addressing 
flooding before the 
rains turn 
disastrous has 
been a pivotal 
focus of the 
Ministry's work 
under Mensah. 

Cross River has 
been significantly 
affected by 
flooding, erosion, 
and landslides, 
prompting the 
Commissioner to 
conduct an on-the-
spot inspection of 
environmentally 
vulnerable 
locations across 
Calabar Metropolis 
and Akpabuyo 
Local Government 
Area — including 
the landslide-prone 
Anansa area, the 

pedestrian safety, 
traffic congestion, 
and accessibility 
challenges for 
wheelchair users 
and others with 
mobility aids.

The exercise 
extended to 
government-
reserved green 
areas as well. 

At the Margaret 
Ekpo International 
Airport Field and 
the open space 
behind the airport 
along IBB Way, the 
Commissioner 
moved to reclaim 
land being used for 
football, food 
vending, refuse 
dumping, and 
burning, activities 
damaging the 
reserves' intended 
purpose. 

The government's 
position, Mensah 
stated, is that green 
areas are public 
environmental 
assets, not vacant 
land to be 

the renewed effort 
to reclaim spaces 
gradually taken 
over by informal 
activity. 

The Commissioner 
led a major clean-
up operation 
around Atimbo 
Roundabout, the 
Airport Field, 
IBB/Edim 
Otop/CUDA 
Junction, Etta 
Agbor 
Roundabout, and 
Rabana Junction, 
directing traders 
operating from 
tables, kiosks, POS 
stands, and 
makeshift 
structures on 
pedestrian 
walkways to 
relocate to 
designated 
markets.

The intervention 
was not framed 
merely as an 
aesthetic exercise: 
Mensah linked the 
obstruction of 
walkways to 
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desilting 
operations in 
Ettagbor, Watt 
Market, and Eight 
Miles, with further 
intervention sites 
under 
identification.

Mensah has 
recognised that 
government 
cannot shoulder 
the environmental 
burden alone. 

During a meeting 
with Flour Mills of 
Nigeria Plc, he 
identified areas 
where private-
sector 
organisations 
could support 
environmental 
sustainability 
through their 
corporate social 
responsibility 
programmes — 
part of a broader 
effort to bring CSR 
into environmental 
management.

Another key 
component of the 

drainage is more 
than an 
infrastructure 
concern — it is a 
matter of 
environmental and 
public safety. 

Mensah has placed 
strong emphasis on 
desilting drainage 
channels, with the 
Ministry ensuring 
that debris 
generated during 
operations is 
properly evacuated 
rather than left to 
return to the drains.

 The Commissioner 
has warned that 
desilting without 
prompt evacuation 
would defeat the 
purpose of the 
exercise.

This approach is 
especially relevant 
as parts of Calabar 
continue to 
experience flooding 
linked to heavily 
silted drains. 

The Ministry has 
carried out major 

drainage project at 
WAPI Junction, 
and the gully 
erosion site at Ikot 
Offiong Mbiang in 
Akpabuyo.

The visit reflected 
an important shift 
from reactive 
disaster response 
towards identifying 
vulnerable areas 
and pursuing 
preventive 
measures. 

The Ministry's 
collaboration with 
technical experts 
and the Nigeria 
Erosion and 
Watershed 
Management 
Project (NEWMAP) 
is particularly 
significant given 
the scale and 
technical 
complexity of the 
erosion and 
landslide 
challenges facing 
parts of the state.

For a city with 
intense rainfall, 
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dedication, and 
selfless service, 
while emphasising 
that enforcement 
must remain within 
the bounds of 
responsibility and 
due process.

Mensah has also 
engaged directly 
with communities 
affected by 
environmental 
challenges. 

When 
representatives of 
Obutong 
Community raised 
concerns over 
worsening erosion 
and landslides 
threatening 
homes, roads, and 
livelihoods, the 
Commissioner 
assured them of 
government 
intervention and 
stressed the need 
for professional, 
sustainable 
solutions. 

He also 
encouraged 

nuisance that 
obstructs traffic and 
contributes to urban 
deterioration, 
calling for urgent 
intervention to clear 
the roads. 

The move 
represents an effort 
to restore the 
distinction between 
commercial spaces, 
residential areas, 
traffic corridors, and 
environmental 
reserves.

Mensah's agenda 
has also taken 
institutional shape 
with the 
inauguration of a 
Special 
Environmental Task 
Force, mandated to 
enforce 
environmental laws 
and address 
indiscriminate waste 
disposal, illegal 
structures, street 
trading, and other 
violations. At its 
inauguration, the 
Commissioner 
charged members 
to act with integrity, 

emerging 
environmental 
agenda is the 
regulation of 
activities that have 
spilled onto public 
roads and 
pedestrian spaces.

The Commissioner 
has directed 
roadside traders 
around Watt 
Market and the 
Mobil/MCC axis to 
relocate, with the 
Fruit Arcade in Ikot 
Ishie proposed as 
an alternative site. 

Similarly, 
mechanics 
operating without 
designated 
workshops along 
Bedwell, Kings, 
White House, and 
Victor Akan Streets 
in Calabar South 
have been directed 
to vacate the 
areas.

Mensah described 
roadside mechanic 
activity as an 
environmental 
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streets remain 
clean after 
sanitation 
exercises, drains 
stay free of refuse, 
green spaces are 
protected, flooding 
is reduced, and 
citizens come to 
see environmental 
responsibility as a 
shared civic duty.

Barr Bassey 
Offiong Mensah 
continues to match 
words with action, 
with a promise to 
sustain the 
momentum. 

With the right 
institutional 
support, 
strengthened 
infrastructure 
through 
partnerships, and 
responsible 
citizenship, the 
campaign to 
reclaim Cross 
River's clean and 
green identity 
could become a 
lasting culture.

assuming office has 
been consistent: to 
return Cross River 
to the standard of 
cleanliness for 
which it was once 
known.

The early months of 
his tenure show a 
Commissioner 
working on several 
fronts 
simultaneously — 
sanitation, drainage 
desilting, erosion 
control, green-
space protection, 
traffic and walkway 
management, 
regulation of 
roadside activity, 
enforcement, 
community 
engagement, and 
private-sector 
collaboration.

Ultimately, the 
measure of this 
renewed 
environmental push 
will not be the 
number of 
enforcement 
operations carried 
out or directives 
issued, but whether 

residents to avoid 
practices that 
aggravate 
environmental 
problems, 
including 
indiscriminate 
refuse disposal, 
deforestation, and 
construction along 
natural drainage 
channels.

This community 
dimension 
matters: many 
environmental 
problems begin at 
the grassroots and 
cannot be resolved 
from an office in 
Calabar alone.

Mensah has 
repeatedly linked 
his environmental 
agenda to 
Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu's vision 
of restoring Cross 
River's reputation 
as a clean, 
attractive 
destination and a 
major tourism hub.

His message since 
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SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

ECTORIAL STRIDES is a special Sanaly�cal column that chronicles 
and evaluates the achievements of 

the administra�on of Governor Bassey 
Edet Otu under the People First Agenda. 
Wri�en by Kingsley Agim, the column 
takes readers beyond headlines and 
project commissioning ceremonies to 
examine the impact of government 
policies, programmes, and interven�ons 
across key sectors of the state's economy 
and public service.

Each edi�on will spotlight a specific 
sector, providing a fact-based assessment 
of milestones recorded by ministries, 
departments, and agencies, while 
highligh�ng how these achievements are 

improving the lives of Cross Riverians and 
advancing the state's development 
objec�ves.

From infrastructure and healthcare to 
educa�on, agriculture, tourism, economic 
development, and social welfare, etc, 
Sectorial Strides offers a comprehensive 
account of the administra�on's journey, 
achievements, and legacy, one sector at a 
�me.

The inaugural edi�on focuses on the 
Infrastructure Cluster, examining the 
transforma�ve investments in roads, 
power, water resources, transporta�on, 
avia�on, and border community 
development that are helping to reshape 
Cross River State's socio-economic 
landscape.

Kingsley Agim, anipr

COMPLETED RENOVATION AND FURNISHING OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE COMPLEX, CALABAR
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nforma�on is the lifeblood of Igovernance. It shapes public 
percep�on, inspires confidence, 

preserves history and connects 
government with the governed. 
Recognising this reality, Governor Bassey 

Edet Otu made the revitalisa�on of 
Cross River State’s informa�on 
ecosystem a strategic component of his 
People First Agenda, transforming what 
had long been regarded as a rou�ne 
government communica�on apparatus 

INFORMATION SECTOR

Gov. Otu: Repositioning Cross 
River’s Information Sector for 
Transparency, Digital 
Governance, Global Visibility

Kingsley Agim, anipr
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into a dynamic instrument for 
transparency, ci�zen engagement and 
ins�tu�onal efficiency.

Three years into the administra�on, the 
informa�on sector has emerged as one 
of the state’s most improved sectors, 
recording remarkable progress in digital 
transforma�on, public communica�on, 
media rela�ons, broadcas�ng, 
ins�tu�onal strengthening and archival 
documenta�on. The reforms 
implemented between 2023 and 2026 
have not only modernised government 
informa�on management but have also 
significantly enhanced Cross River 

State’s visibility on the na�onal and 
interna�onal stage.

Prior to 2023, many of the structures 
responsible for government informa�on 
management had suffered years of 
neglect. Cri�cal communica�on 
infrastructure was outdated, public 
engagement had diminished, digital 
pla�orms were inac�ve, and the 
Ministry of Informa�on operated with 
severe manpower and technological 
limita�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on 
responded with deliberate investments 



SECTORIAL 
STRIDES

aimed at rebuilding the Ministry into a modern public 
communica�on ins�tu�on capable of mee�ng the 
demands of contemporary governance.

For the first �me in well over a decade, the Ministry 
underwent comprehensive ins�tu�onal revitalisa�on. 
Modern ICT equipment was procured, digital workflows 
introduced, and office opera�ons significantly improved 
through technology-driven systems. Equally significant 
was the recruitment of 20 new personnel (informa�on 
officers), ending a manpower deficit that had persisted 
for more than 13 years and injec�ng fresh capacity into 
government informa�on management.

These reforms improved opera�onal efficiency while 

laying the founda�on for a 
more responsive and 
professional informa�on 
service.

Perhaps one of the 
administra�on’s most 
visible achievements has 
been the deliberate 
reposi�oning of Cross 
River State within the 
na�onal media landscape.

Under Governor Otu, the 
Commissioner for 
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Informa�on maintained consistent 
appearances on leading na�onal 
television networks including Channels 
Television, AIT, ARISE News, TVC, NTA 
and other major pla�orms. These 
engagements provided opportuni�es to 
explain government policies, address 
public concerns, counter misinforma�on 
and showcase development ini�a�ves 
across mul�ple sectors.

According to official records, Cross 
River’s na�onal media visibility rose 
drama�cally from approximately 28 
percent in 2022 to about 78 percent by 
2025, represen�ng one of the most 

significant improvements in government 
media presence in recent years.

Beyond publicity, the ini�a�ve 
strengthened transparency, improved 
policy communica�on and restored 
public confidence in government 
informa�on.

One of the landmark achievements of 
the administra�on was the revival of the 
Ministry of Informa�on’s official 
website, www.moi.cr.gov.ng, which had 
remained inac�ve since 2015.

The restora�on of the website was 
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accompanied by the establishment of 
official social media pla�orms on 
Facebook, Instagram and X (formerly 
Twi�er), crea�ng an integrated digital 
communica�on ecosystem capable of 
reaching ci�zens both within Nigeria and 
across the diaspora.

These pla�orms now provide �mely 
updates on government ac�vi�es, policy 
decisions, public announcements and 
developmental projects, ensuring that 
ci�zens receive informa�on directly 
from official sources.

Government es�mates indicate that the 

digital pla�orms currently account for 
approximately 70 percent of the 
Ministry’s publicity reach, with a target 
of increasing coverage to 95 percent by 
2027 through full integra�on with the 
state’s official digital pla�orms.

The daily publica�on and electronic 
distribu�on of government news 
bulle�ns to Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies have further strengthened 
real-�me informa�on dissemina�on and 
inter-agency communica�on.

One of the less publicised but highly 
significant reforms has been the 
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restora�on of official government 
documenta�on.

For years, several statutory government 
publica�ons had suffered irregular 
produc�on, affec�ng record keeping and 
legal documenta�on.

The Otu administra�on reversed this 
trend through the commercial prin�ng 
and publica�on of Government 
Gaze�es, White Papers, Tender Journals 
and all enacted state laws, including the 
2025 Appropria�on Law.

These publica�ons have strengthened 

ins�tu�onal memory, improved legal 
documenta�on, enhanced transparency 
and preserved important government 
decisions for future genera�ons.

Similarly, the resump�on and sustained 
produc�on of official government 
bulle�ns since January 2023 has 
restored a vital informa�on channel that 
had previously become inac�ve.

Another landmark achievement has 
been the revival of Giant Strides 
Magazine, the Ministry’s flagship 
publica�on showcasing government 
projects, programmes and development 



ini�a�ves.

The magazine, which had not been 
published since July 2017, resumed 
publica�on in October 2023 and has 
remained consistent.

Within three years, seven edi�ons have 
been completed, and more than 13,000 
copies have been distributed across 
Nigeria.

Beyond public enlightenment, the 
publica�on now serves as an enduring 
documentary record of the Otu 
administra�on’s developmental journey 
and a valuable archival resource for 
future genera�ons.

Governor Otu’s administra�on also 
demonstrated an apprecia�on for 
strategic storytelling as a tool for 
investment promo�on and image 
building.

The produc�on and na�onwide 
broadcast of the documentary 
“Governor Otu @2” represented a 
significant milestone in government 
communica�on.

Aired on Channels Television, AIT, ARISE 
News, TVC, NTA and other na�onal 
networks between May and June 2025, 
the documentary highlighted 
achievements across mul�ple sectors, 
projec�ng Cross River State to a 
na�onwide audience and strengthening 



investor confidence in the state’s 
development agenda.

Combined with regular press briefings 
and sustained media engagements, 
these ini�a�ves have ensured that 
government ac�vi�es remain accessible, 
verifiable and visible.

While embracing digital communica�on, 
the administra�on equally recognised 
the importance of grassroots 
engagement.

Through sustained mass mobilisa�on 
campaigns, coordinated press releases, 
Informa�on Officers deployed across 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies, 
and the Village Square Broadcast 
Programme, government informa�on 

reached communi�es that tradi�onally 
had limited access to digital media.

The Village Square ini�a�ve par�cularly 
strengthened communica�on with 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, promoted 
indigenous values and ensured that 
government policies were explained in 
culturally relevant ways.

This combina�on of digital innova�on 
and community engagement has 
significantly expanded the reach of 
government communica�on across 
urban and rural communi�es alike.

CRBC’s Digital Revolu�on

If the Ministry of Informa�on 
experienced ins�tu�onal renewal, the 
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Cross River Broadcas�ng Corpora�on 
underwent a complete technological 
transforma�on.

Over the last three years, CRBC evolved 
from a conven�onal broadcas�ng sta�on 
into a modern mul�media organisa�on.

The Corpora�on introduced a fully 
paperless digital newsroom, enabling 

real-�me news produc�on and 
significantly improving opera�onal 
efficiency.

To guarantee uninterrupted broadcas�ng 
despite Nigeria’s persistent power 
challenges, four television and radio 
studios were equipped with inverter 
systems, virtually elimina�ng on-air 
interrup�ons caused by electricity 
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outages.

Addi�onal investments included the 
installa�on of a new 20/2-kilowa� 
radio transmi�er, a 13KVA electrical 
substa�on, comprehensive remodelling 
of radio studios, recep�on areas, 
conference facili�es and newsroom 
infrastructure, as well as the acquisi�on 
of a new opera�onal vehicle.

These improvements have substan�ally 
enhanced staff produc�vity and 
broadcast quality.

Perhaps the most transforma�ve 

achievement at CRBC has been the 
expansion of its audience beyond tradi�onal 
terrestrial broadcas�ng.

Television services were migrated to 
satellite and Free-to-Air pla�orms, while 
Radio Garden integra�on enabled global 
online radio streaming.

The launch of the Naija TV mobile 
applica�on, migra�on to the GOtv pla�orm 
and government-supported NIGOSAT 
carriage services further expanded access to 
Cross River programming.

Today, CRBC reaches audiences across more 
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than ten local government areas while 
simultaneously serving viewers and 
listeners across Nigeria and the 
interna�onal diaspora.

For the first �me, Cross River’s stories 
are being told simultaneously to local 
communi�es and global audiences.

Understanding the changing media 
landscape, has CRBC established a 
modern podcast studio through 
collabora�on with diaspora media 
partners in the United States.

This ini�a�ve has opened new 
opportuni�es for digital content produc�on 
while posi�oning the Corpora�on to 
compete within today’s evolving 
mul�media environment.

Equally important was the expansion of 
indigenous language programming 
following the acquisi�on of Na�onal 
Broadcas�ng Commission thema�c 
language licences.

Combined with tourism-focused 
programmes, these ini�a�ves have 
strengthened cultural preserva�on while 
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promo�ng Cross River’s rich heritage to 
wider audiences.

Strengthening Ins�tu�onal Capacity

Beyond infrastructure and technology, 
the administra�on has invested heavily 
in ins�tu�onal development.

Par�cipa�on in na�onal fora of 
Informa�on Commissioners under the 
Progressive Governors’ Forum has 
enhanced intergovernmental 
collabora�on while improving policy 
coordina�on and professional 
networking.

The remarkable transforma�on 
recorded in the informa�on sector has 
also a�racted na�onal recogni�on for 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Informa�on, Dr. Erasmus Ekpang, 
whose leadership has earned him 
several pres�gious media and public 
communica�on awards from reputable 
professional bodies and organiza�ons 
across the country. In further 
affirma�on of Cross River State’s 
growing influence in public 
communica�on, the Commissioner was 
unanimously elected Secretary of the 
Forum of Commissioners for 
Informa�on in All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-governed states, a 
development widely regarded as a 
testament to the administra�on’s 
innova�ve communica�on strategy, 
ins�tu�onal reforms and outstanding 

contribu�ons to informa�on management 
at both the state and na�onal levels.

Coverage of major state ceremonies, 
including Democracy Day, Independence 
Day, Children’s Day and anniversary 
celebra�ons of the People First 
Administra�on, has ensured that important 
moments in the state’s history are 
professionally documented and preserved.

Meanwhile, the con�nued publica�on of 
over 173 edi�ons of the Nigerian Chronicle 
and Weekend Chronicle has sustained the 
state’s print media presence and enriched 
the historical archive of government 
ac�vi�es.

Another significant milestone has been the 
near-comple�on of the comprehensive 
restora�on of the Cross River State 
Newspaper Corpora�on complex, which was 
extensively vandalised and destroyed during 
the #EndSARS protests in 2020.

The rehabilita�on of the corpora�on’s 
facili�es represents the administra�on’s 
commitment to rebuilding cri�cal public 
ins�tu�ons and restoring the state’s 
capacity for public informa�on 
dissemina�on through its flagship 
newspapers.

In furtherance of this objec�ve, the Otu 
administra�on has also procured modern 
digital prin�ng equipment for the 
restora�on of the Government Prin�ng 
Press. When fully opera�onal, the facility 
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will not only guarantee greater 
confiden�ality in the prin�ng of sensi�ve 
government documents, gaze�es, white 
papers and other official publica�ons, but 
will also posi�on the state to generate 
addi�onal revenue through commercial 
prin�ng services for public and private 
organisa�ons.

These complementary investments 
underscore Governor Otu’s broader vision 
of rebuilding the en�re government 
informa�on value chain, from content 
crea�on and documenta�on to prin�ng, 
publishing and distribu�on, while 
strengthening ins�tu�onal self-reliance, 
improving opera�onal efficiency and 
crea�ng new economic opportuni�es 
within the informa�on sector.

Ul�mately, the achievements recorded in 
the informa�on sector extend far beyond 
improved publicity.

They represent the deliberate construc�on 
of an open, digitally connected and ci�zen-
focused governance system.

Through stronger communica�on 
channels, modern broadcas�ng 
infrastructure, revitalised ins�tu�onal 
capacity, enhanced digital engagement, 
improved archival systems and broader 
media visibility, Governor Bassey Otu has 
reposi�oned informa�on as a strategic 
instrument for development rather than 
merely a vehicle for publicity.

The reforms have strengthened 
transparency, increased ci�zen 
par�cipa�on, expanded access to 
government informa�on and restored 
confidence in public communica�on.

Three years a�er assuming office, 
Governor Bassey Edet Otu has 
transformed Cross River’s informa�on 
sector from a largely analogue, under-
resourced system into a modern, 
technology-driven communica�on 
ecosystem.

From reviving dormant digital pla�orms 
and modernising government 
documenta�on to reposi�oning CRBC for 
global broadcas�ng and restoring Cross 
River’s voice on the na�onal media 
stage, the administra�on has 
demonstrated that effec�ve governance 
depends as much on how government 
communicates as on what it delivers.

As the state advances toward deeper 
digital governance, broader ci�zen 
engagement and stronger ins�tu�onal 
transparency, the reforms implemented 
between 2023 and 2026 have laid a 
durable founda�on for an informa�on 
sector that is not only more efficient and 
innova�ve but also be�er equipped to 
serve the people of Cross River State in 
the years ahead.
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