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he Federal 

TGovernment has 
strengthened 

emergency response and 
disaster relief efforts in 
Cross River State with the 
donation of a fire truck and 
a consignment of 
humanitarian relief 
materials through the 
South-South Development 
Commission (SSDC).

The items were formally 
handed over in Calabar to 
the Deputy Governor, Rt. 
Hon. Dr. Peter Odey, who 

represented Governor 
Senator Prince Bassey 
Edet Otu at the 
presentation ceremony, as 
part of efforts to improve 
the state’s capacity to 
respond to emergencies 
and support residents 
affected by disasters.

Speaking at the event, 
Odey appreciated the 
Federal Government and 
the SSDC for the 
intervention, describing it 
as the fulfilment of the 
Commission’s commitment 

to supporting Cross River 
following recent disaster 
incidents, particularly fire 
outbreaks in Calabar and 
major flooding in parts of 
the state.

He said the fire truck would 
improve emergency 
response time and provide 
additional support to 
firefighters and other 
emergency personnel in 
protecting lives and 
property. He added, “The 
fire truck will strengthen our 
emergency response 

FG Strengthens C’River Emergency Response 
with Fire Truck, Relief Materials
By David Asu
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capacity and improve our 
ability to protect lives and 
property during fire 
outbreaks and other 
emergencies.”

The Deputy Governor also 
commended President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu for 
establishing the SSDC, 
describing its intervention 
as evidence of attention to 
the developmental and 
humanitarian needs of the 
South-South region. He 
urged residents to 
cooperate with emergency 
personnel during rescue 
and firefighting operations 
and avoid actions that 
could obstruct their duties.

In his remarks, the 
Director-General of the 
Cross River State 
Emergency Management 
Agency (CR-SEMA), Mr. 
Efa Nyong, thanked the 
SSDC for responding to the 
state’s request for 
assistance and fulfilling its 
commitment to supporting 
disaster management 
efforts.

Nyong explained that CR-
SEMA had conducted on-
the-spot assessments of 
communities and 
households affected by fire 
outbreaks and flooding, 
identifying those requiring 

assistance and forwarding 
the findings to the 
Commission. He said the 
intervention would 
strengthen the agency’s 
operations and provide 
relief to residents whose 
livelihoods had been 
affected.

He also commended 
Governor Otu for his 
support for disaster 
management and 
emergency response in the 
state, expressing 
confidence that the growing 
partnership between Cross 
River and the SSDC would 
further improve the state’s 
capacity to manage 
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emergencies.

Speaking on behalf of the 
SSDC Managing Director 
and Chief Executive 
Officer, the Executive 
Director, Human Capital 
Development and Social 
Services, Engr. Preye 
Aganaba, said the 
intervention reflected the 
Commission’s commitment 
to addressing humanitarian 
and environmental 
challenges across the 
South-South region.

Aganaba explained that 
Cross River was selected 
as the starting point for the 
intervention because of the 

environmental challenges 
confronting the state, 
adding that similar 
initiatives would be 
extended to Akwa Ibom 
and other states in the 
region.

Also speaking, the SSDC 
Executive Director, 
Commercial and 
Environmental 
Development, Hon. Joseph 
Ogheoke, said the exercise 
formed part of the 
Commission’s commitment 
to regional development 
and improving the welfare 
of people across the South-
South.

A beneficiary of the relief 
materials, Mr. Peter 
Ekpenyong, expressed 
gratitude to the SSDC and 
the Cross River State 
Government for the timely 
assistance, describing it as 
a welcome relief to 
households affected by 
disasters. He commended 
the Otu administration, 
describing the exercise as 
the largest distribution of 
relief materials witnessed 
in the state.
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he Deputy Governor 

Tof Cross River State, 
Rt. Hon. Peter Odey, 

has inaugurated the State 
Multi-Sectoral Steering 
Committee for the Nigeria 
for Women Programme 
(NFWP) Scale-Up Project, 
charging members to 
ensure inclusivity and 
extend the programme's 
benefits to more women 

across the state.

Odey gave the charge on 
Tuesday during the 
inauguration ceremony 
held at Government House, 
Calabar, on Tuesday, 
where he expressed delight 
that women were being 
actively involved in the 
programme. He noted that 
the sectors represented in 

the committee align with 
the development priorities 
of the Governor Otu-led 
administration.

He emphasised the need 
for the committee to ensure 
that the programme 
reaches women at the 
grassroots, particularly 
those who genuinely need 
support and empowerment 

C’River Deputy Governor Odey Inaugurates 
Nigeria for Women Program Steering 
Committee, Tasks Members on Inclusivity 
and Grassroots Reach
By Nakanda Iyadim
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to improve their livelihoods.

The Deputy Governor 
further encouraged the 
team to extend the 
programme's reach to 
other Local Government 
Areas across the state to 
accommodate more 
women and ensure that no 
deserving beneficiary is left 
behind.

He stressed that the 
success of the initiative 
would depend largely on 
effective coordination, 
broad-based participation 
and a deliberate 
commitment to reaching 
women across different 
communities.

Odey noted that the 
inauguration was another 
step towards strengthening 
women's participation in 

economic development and 
ensuring that more women 
in Cross River State have 
access to opportunities for 
empowerment and 
improved livelihoods.

In her remarks, the 
Commissioner for Women 
Affairs and Chairperson of 
the coordinating ministry, 
Hon. Edema Irom, 
disclosed that the Nigeria 
for Women Programme is 
co-sponsored by the World 
Bank and the Cross River 
State Government.

She explained that three 
local government areas, 
Odukpani, Obubra and 
Bekwarra - have been 
selected to benefit from the 
pilot phase of the 
programme.

Other members of the 

State Multi-Sectoral 
Steering Committee 
include the Commissioners 
for Finance, International 
Development Cooperation 
(MIDC), Health, 
Commerce, Water 
Resources, Education, 
Agriculture and 
Environment.

The event was attended by 
the State Director of the 
Nigeria for Women 
Programme, Dr. Mrs. 
Affiong Ugbaja, alongside 
other relevant stakeholders 
and representatives of 
participating sectors.
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embers of the 

MCross River 
State House of 

Assembly have 
commended the State 
Governor, Senator 

Bassey Edet Otu  
for.devoting #708.43 bn  
or 71.72 % of the 2027 
budget.estimates for 
Capital  development 
and  #279. 38 bn 

representing 28 28 % to 
recurrent expenditure.  

 The Lawmakers gave 
the commendation during 
plenary  as they passed 

C'R Lawmakers  Commend  Gov  Otu for 
Prioritising  Capital Expenditure in 2027 
Budget, as Appropriation  Bill Scales 
Second Reading
By Itam Offor
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for Second Reading, the 
Cross River State 2027 
Appropriation Bill earlier 
presented  by  Governor 
Otu to the Assembly for 
consideration and 
passage.

The Bill scaled Second 
Reading following robust 
deliberations by 
members during plenary  
at the  Assembly 
Complex, Calabar. 

Leading the debate, the 
Deputy Leader of the 
House, Rt. Hon. Davis 
Etta (ABI),  described the 
2027 budget estimates 
as people-oriented, 
development-driven and 
reflective of the 
Governor's People First 
mantra. He particularly 
commended the 
Governor for devoting a 
substantial percentage of 
the total budget size to 
Capital Expenditure as 
against Recurrent 
Expenditure, noting that 
it is a clear departure 
from budgets of 
consumption to budget of 
production and growth.

According to Etta, 
Governor Otu's decision 
to prioritize capital 
projects demonstrates a 
clear commitment to 
Infrastructural 
development, economic 
expansion, job creation 
and the industrialisation 

of the State.

Contributing to the 
debate, majority of the 
Members took turns to 
applaud the Governor for 
his fiscal discipline and 
focus. 

They noted that the high 
capital component will 
fast-track the completion 
of ongoing projects, open 
up new roads, boost 
agriculture, improve 
healthcare delivery, 
strengthen human capital 
development, and 
reposition Cross River as 
an investment 
destination.

In his remarks, the 
Speaker, Rt. Hon. Elvert 
Ayambem, who presided 
over the session, 
commended his 
colleagues for their 
painstaking analysis of 
the budget and also 
lauded Governor Otu for 
sustaining a fiscal policy 
that places premium on 
infrastructure over 
frivolities.

He thereafter referred the 
Appropriation Bill to the 
House Committee on 
Finance and 
Appropriation for detailed 
budget defence and 
further legislative work, 
with a mandate to report 
back within three weeks. 

In a related development, 
Members of the 
Assembly have 
commended the 
Speaker, Rt. Hon. Elvert 
Ayambem, for organising 
the just-concluded 
Budget Retreat for 
Members  of the 
Assembly.

Members noted that the 
retreat was timely, highly 
educative and impactful, 
as it richly widened their 
scope, deepened their 
understanding of budget 
analysis, scrutiny, 
legislative oversight and 
fiscal discipline.

They observed that the 
knowledge gained from 
the retreat was evident in 
the quality, depth and 
professionalism of the 
debate on the 2027 
Appropriation Bill, adding 
that it has better 
equipped the House to 
discharge its 
constitutional duty of 
thorough budget 
consideration.
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ross River State’s 

Clivestock sector is 
set for renewed 

activity as the Calabar 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and 
Agriculture (CALCIMA) 
explores collaboration with 
the state government to 
improve production, 
expand market access and 
attract private sector 

participation.

The initiative emerged 
during a courtesy visit by 
the Executive Committee of 
the Chamber to the Special 
Adviser to the Governor on 
Livestock Development, 
Mr. Liyel Imoukhuede, 
where both parties 
discussed investment 
prospects and challenges 

facing the industry.

Speaking during the visit, 
the President of the 
Chamber, Mr. Kelly 
Ayamba, described 
livestock as a major 
economic sector for Cross 

C’River Govt, CALCIMA Move To Revamp 
Livestock Sector
By Arit Ubi
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River State, noting that 
collaboration between 
government and the private 
sector could create jobs, 
strengthen businesses and 
improve farmers’ 
livelihoods.

He cited estimates that 
value Nigeria’s livestock 
sector at $32 billion, with 
projections of growth to 
$94 billion within five years, 
as evidence of its 
commercial potential.

Ayamba said CALCIMA 
was ready to work with the 
state government to 
identify viable projects, 

mobilise businesses and 
address challenges 
affecting livestock 
production and marketing.

Responding, Imoukhuede 
welcomed the Chamber’s 
interest and reaffirmed 
government’s commitment 
to modernising livestock 
production, promoting 
commercial animal 
husbandry and creating an 
enabling environment for 
businesses.

He said cooperation with 
the private sector was 
necessary to strengthen 
the livestock value chain, 

particularly in production, 
animal health 
management, processing, 
distribution and marketing.

Both parties identified 
limited market access and 
weak commercial 
relationships as major 
challenges, agreeing on 
the need for investor 
roundtables involving 
farmers, poultry producers, 
businesses and major off-
takers.

The proposed 
engagements are expected 
to improve market 
coordination, establish 
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reliable outlets for livestock 
and poultry products, and 
help producers respond to 
market demand.

They also examined ways 
to reduce losses in the egg 
industry through 
processing technologies, 
including the conversion of 
eggs into industrial powder, 
and the provision of cold-
chain facilities for 
preserving perishable 
products.

On meat safety, the parties 
discussed improving 
hygiene standards in 
slaughter facilities and 
abattoirs, including ending 
the unhygienic practice of 

using tyres to singe 
slaughtered animals.

Proposed measures 
include upgrading abattoir 
infrastructure in 
commercial locations such 
as Boki, enforcing 
sanitation standards and 
ensuring mandatory health 
checks for food handlers.

They further considered 
strengthening border 
quarantine and livestock 
inspection facilities at 
strategic entry points, 
including Bekwarra, to 
improve disease 
surveillance and regulate 
the movement of animals 
into the state.

Both parties also explored 
opportunities to expand 
Cross River’s livestock 
trade into regional markets, 
including Cameroon and 
Equatorial Guinea, with 
emphasis on processing, 
transportation, animal 
health certification and 
other requirements for 
cross-border trade.

The engagement ended 
with a commitment to 
sustain consultations and 
develop practical proposals 
to advance the identified 
areas of collaboration.

The proposed partnership 
is expected to benefit 
farmers, processors and 
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traders through improved 
market access, stronger 
animal health controls, 
safer meat handling and 
reduced post-harvest 
losses.

The CALCIMA delegation 
included the President, Mr. 
Kelly Ayamba; Deputy 
President, Mr. Patrick 
Oben; Vice President in 
charge of Agriculture and 
Agro-Allied Sector, 

Ambassador Christian 
Edem; and the Executive 
Secretary, Mr. Kenneth 
Asimita.
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hairman of the 

CLocal Organizing 
Committee (LOC) 

for the Governor's Golf 
Tour and Carnival and 
Commissioner for Sports 
Development, Hon. 
Agnes Atsu, has 
described the Ministry of  
information as a strategic 
partner to the success of 
the forthcoming 

tournament.

Hon. Atsu stated this 
during a courtesy visit to 
the Commissioner for 
Information and 
Orientation, Pastor 
Ekpenyong Cobham, in 
his temporary office at 
the Cross River 
Broadcasting 
Corporation (CRBC), 

Calabar.

She said the event is 
expected to draw 
professional golfers from 
within and outside the 
country, positioning 
Cross River State as an 
emerging destination for 
sports tourism.

According to her, as part 

C'River Eyes Foreign Investment As Governor's 
Golf Tour Debuts In December
By Nakanda Iyadim 
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of preparations for the 
high-profile tournament, 
upgrading of facilities at 
the Calabar Golf Course, 
venue for the event, is 
currently ongoing to meet 
international standards.

She noted that the 
Governor's Golf Tour will 
form part of activities 
lined up for the 32-day 
Calabar Festival and will 
attract golf enthusiasts 
from across the globe.

She used the occasion to 
announce the 
Commissioner for 

Information and 
Orientation as Technical 
Adviser on Media and 
Publicity to the 
tournament, to drive 
effective communication 
and visibility for the 
event.

Also speaking, the Vice 
Chairman of the LOC, 
Mr. Uchenna Ezebuiri, 
and another golfer and 
member of the 
committee, Dr. Paul 
Ebiala, disclosed that the 
tournament, scheduled to 
hold from December 19th 

to 23rd, will be open to 
both professionals and 
amateurs.

They explained that the 
professional category will 
feature a $50,000 prize 
purse, while the amateur 
category will attract 
numerous consolation 
prizes, adding that the 
tournament is designed 
to have an international 
flavour that every 
enthusiast and Cross 
Riverian would be proud 
of.
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In his response, the 
Commissioner for 
Information and 
Orientation, Pastor 
Ekpenyong Cobham, 
commended Cross 
Riverians for always 
thinking out of the box 
with innovative ideas and 
diversifying into 
multidimensional 
ventures that have 
opened up the State for 
foreign direct investment 
capable of transforming 
the State in no distant 
time.

"This tournament is 

taking the carnival to a 
different dimension and 
creating a platform for 
golf lovers to also be part 
of the fun-filled season in 
the State," he said.

Cobham expressed 
delight that the 
tournament is debuting 
this year and would 
afford residents the 
opportunity to watch 
international golfers live 
in Calabar, stressing that 
the traffic the event 
would generate will 
translate into tangible 
economic gains for small 

businesses.

"We are ready to partner 
with the LOC and will 
mobilise all the 
information apparatus of 
the State as well as 
national and international 
platforms to promote the 
event," he assured.
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he Federal 

TGovernment has 
strengthened 

emergency response 
capacity in Cross River 
State with the donation of a 
brand-new fire truck to the 
Cross River State 
Emergency Management 
Agency (CR-SEMA) 
through the South South 
Development Commission 
(SSDC).

The Director-General of 
CR-SEMA, Mr. Efa Nyong, 
received the vehicle in 
Calabar on Sunday, 
November 1, 2026, 
describing the intervention 
as a significant boost to the 
agency’s operational 
capacity and ability to 
respond to fire outbreaks 
and other emergencies.

Nyong expressed 
appreciation to President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu and 
the Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer of 
SSDC, Miss Usoro 
Akpabio, for the donation, 
noting that access to 
essential emergency 
equipment was critical to 
effective disaster 
management and the 
protection of lives and 

FG Boosts Cross River Emergency Response 
with New Fire Truck
By David Asu
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property.

He said the intervention 
reflected the Federal 
Government’s commitment 
to strengthening 
emergency management 
institutions and supporting 
states in addressing 
disaster risks, particularly 
across the South-South 
region.

According to him, the new 
fire truck would enhance 
the agency’s operational 
readiness and improve its 
capacity to respond to 
emergencies across the 
state.

The CR-SEMA chief also 
commended Governor 
Senator Prince Bassey 
Edet Otu for his 
commitment to the safety 
and welfare of Cross River 
residents, noting that the 
equipment would 
complement the state 
government’s efforts to 
strengthen disaster 
preparedness and 
emergency response.

He assured that the fire 
truck would be deployed 
effectively to support 
emergency operations and 
urged sustained 
collaboration among 
government agencies and 

relevant stakeholders to 
minimise disaster risks and 
improve public safety.

Nyong expressed optimism 
that the donation would 
significantly strengthen the 
state’s emergency 
response infrastructure, 
particularly in tackling fire 
outbreaks and protecting 
lives, businesses and 
public assets, while 
assuring that the 
equipment would be 
deployed judiciously to 
serve the people of Cross 
River State.
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he South-South 

TDevelopment 
Commission 

(SSDC), in collaboration 
with the Cross River 
State Emergency 
Management Agency 
(CR-SEMA), has 
commenced preparations 
for the desilting of major 
drainage channels in 
Calabar to address 

recurring flooding and 
protect vulnerable 
communities.

The intervention began 
with a final assessment 
of drainage channels in 
Kasuk Qua Clan 2, 
identified as the first 
community scheduled to 
benefit from the exercise 
following years of 

flooding that have 
disrupted residential and 
economic activities.

The Director-General of 
CR-SEMA, Mr. Efa 
Nyong, accompanied by 
engineers, visited the 
community to inspect the 
affected drainage 
network, assess the 
extent of obstruction and 

SSDC, CR-SEMA Begin Drainage Clearance 
to Curb Flooding in Calabar
By David Asu
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determine the scope of 
work ahead of the 
commencement of 
desilting.

Receiving the team, the 
Clan Head of Kasuk Qua 
Clan 2, His Royal 
Highness Ntoi Edet Okon 
Ayito, described flooding 
as a longstanding 
challenge caused largely 
by blocked drainage 
channels and inadequate 
culverts.

He explained that the 
drainage channel, which 
conveys stormwater from 
Effio-Ette and 
neighbouring 
communities into the 
river, had become 

heavily obstructed, 
causing water to overflow 
into residential areas 
during heavy rainfall.

According to him, 
previous efforts to clear 
the channel, including 
the deployment of a 
swamp buggy, provided 
only temporary relief as 
the drainage repeatedly 
became blocked.

The traditional ruler 
disclosed that the 
recurring floods had 
forced some residents to 
abandon their homes 
and seek temporary 
shelter in nearby schools 
and other locations.

Expressing appreciation 
to the Federal 
Government, Governor 
Senator Prince Bassey 
Edet Otu and CR-SEMA 
for the intervention, Ayito 
said: “We are grateful for 
this intervention because 
flooding has been a 
major challenge to our 
people for years. Some 
residents have been 
forced to leave their 
homes and seek shelter 
elsewhere whenever the 
situation becomes 
unbearable.”

He expressed optimism 
that the planned desilting 
would improve water 
flow, reduce flooding and 
restore normalcy to the 
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community, particularly 
with more rainfall 
expected.

Speaking during the 
assessment, Nyong 
emphasised the 
importance of clearing 
obstructed drainage 
channels as a practical 
measure for reducing 
flood risks and protecting 
lives and property.

He said the exercise was 
aimed at improving the 
flow of stormwater 
through major drainage 

channels and addressing 
the flooding challenges 
confronting vulnerable 
communities.

The CR-SEMA Director-
General urged residents 
to support the 
intervention by keeping 
drainage channels free of 
refuse and other 
materials that could 
obstruct water flow, 
stressing that community 
cooperation was 
essential to sustaining its 
benefits.

Following the 
assessment, Nyong and 
the engineering team 
inspected heavily silted 
sections of the drainage 
network and identified 
areas requiring attention 
to guide the 
commencement of the 
desilting work.
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